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OF AN 

I N QJJ E S T, holt/en befort me George Andrew Ram, 
Coroner of our Lord the King for the Town and DifiriSis 
o/'Madrafpatnam, on Sunday the nth of May, ATTjt 
in the Afternomy at the Company s Garden' Houfey dtf- 
tant about a Mik from.Vott St. George,^ and in the 
DifiriSii of the f aid Town, on. the View of the Body of 
G fio^GR Lord Pig oTy Baron Pigot o/" Patti(hull /« the 
Kingdom o/" Ireland, then and there lying dead', and, by 
Adjournment y at the Houfe of George Smith, Efq; 
Foreman of the faid Inquefi in Fort St, George. 

THE Coroner received a letter from the Hon. Edward Monck- 1777' 
ton, Efq; (fon-in-law to the deceafed) acquainting him with the ^'^ ''^ 
death of Lord Pigot, .and requeuing him to hold an Inqueft on thq 
body, of which the following is a copy. 

SIR, Company* s Garden-boiifCf the \Ub May^ 1777. 

The Right Hon. Lord Pigot having died under confinement this 

morning at the Company's Garden-houfe at 1 1 o'clock, I am to 

requefl that, you will be fo good to hold ain Inqueft upon the body 

before it is removed. 

I am, S I R, 

Your moft obedient Servant, 

EbwARD MoncktO. 
Mr. Ram, Coroner. 
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The Coroner hereupon iflued his fummonsi of ^ehich the follow^ 
* ing are Copies. 

ToMcflrs. George Smith, * ii. ^mntin Cranvford, 

I. Andrenv Rofs, I3, John Turing^ 

a. George Baker^ 13. Andreiv Majendief 

3. ThomaiPonvney^ " 14. George Savage^ 

4. Thomas Fellings 15. Ednvard John Holland^ 

5. John D^ Fries J 16. George Frodor^ 

6. Roiert Ewingf ^ 17. Hall Flumer, 

7. George Tafwelh 18. William Sedgley^ 
, 8. Alexander Cutbbert, 19. William JRo/sy 

g. Robert Fat^uhar, ^ * 20. Kenelm Digby. 

Gentlemen, 
I requeft ..your attendance, to hold an Inqueft on the body of 
George Ix>rd Pigot, deceafed, under confinement at the Company's 
Garden-hbufe ; tor which purpofe I beg the favour of you to meet 
SDie at the iaid C^ida^-l^QMT^y^^lt 3 o'clock in the Afternoon. 

I am, Gentlemen, 
II M«y, 1 777* ' Your moft obedient Servant, 

G.A.Ram, Coronfr. 

W 
To Mejfrs. Fajley^ Anderfon^ and Mallet, Surgeons. 

Gentlemen, 
I requeft your attendance on an Inqueft, to be holden on the body 
of George Lord Pigot, at 3 o'clock this afternoon, at theCompany^a 
Garden-houfe. , ' 

I am, Gentlemen, 
nth May, 1777. Your moft obedient Servant, 

, . G. A. Ram, Coroner. 

1777. A Tittle before three b^clock the Coroner repaired to the Com- 

11th May, pahy's Gardea-houfe, where he found the Hon. Edward Monckton, 

yf^^' Efq; Claude RufTel, John Maxwell Stone, Efqrs. Mr. Palley, the 

furgeon who attended his Lordfhip during his ficknefs, and fome 

other gentlemen who came to attend the funeral. Soon after the 

following gentlemen i^ttended. * 
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1. Mcflrs. George Smithy 9. Alexander Cuthbert^ 

a. Andrew Rofs^ 10. Robert Farquhar^ 

3. George Baker^ 11. William Parfonsy 

4. Thomas Ponxmey^ 12. y^iii/^ Turing 9 

5. Thomas Pel/ing, Ednvard John Holland^ 

6. John D' Fries, William Sedglej, 

7. Robert Ewing, William Rq/s, 

8. George Ta/kvell^ Kenelm Digby. 

The Coroner having called over the firft Twelve, acquaints the 1777. 
Gentlemen prefent, that he has never, upon any prior occafion, ''^^^*y» 
fworn in a larger number than Twelve, he therefore does not think ^ p.^M. * 
it proper to make any alteration in his pra&ice on this occafion. 

About half an hour paft three, the Jury being fworn over the 
body ; the furgeons are called. Mr. Pafley, Senior Surgeon, is 
fworn, and the following queftion is put to him : 

^ejiion. Whether, from a further infpedion of his Lordfhip's 
body, and particularly from opening it, he can with greater qer*- 
taimy trace the caufe of his Lordflup's death. Mr. Pafley replies, 
that a difeafe was the immediate caufe of his Lordfljip's death, that 
he apprehends the Jury are defkous of knowing the caufe of. that 
difeafe, and that in his opinion the caufe of the difeafe of which his 
Lordfhip died, cannot be difcpyered by opening the body. 

. The fame queftion is put to Mr. Anderfon, which he anfwers to 
the fame efFed: as Mr. Pafley. Mr. Anderfon acquaints thfe Jury, 
that he has brought the proper inftruments if the Jury (hould think 
it neceitary to open the body. 

The Jury confidering, that if the furgeons cannot acquire any 
further knowledge of the caufe of the difeafe of which his Lordfliip 
died by opening the body, they, the Jurors, cannot ; they therefore 
think it unneceflary that the body (hould be opened. 

The family of the deceafed being defirous that the body (hould be 
buried this evening, the Coroner adjourns the Jury till nine o'clock 
to-morrow forenoon, at the houfe of Mr. George Smith, Foreman 
on this inqueft* The Coroner gives permiffion to bury the body. 
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177 •'• • The Jury being met at the houfe of Mr. George Smith, their 
^^Ma'^' Foreman, they came to a refolution to examine all the witnefles 

9 o'clock. f<^parately. The Coroner acquaints the Jury with the order, ia 

which he propofes to call upon the witneiTes, which is approved of. 

10 o*clock. Mr. Monckton is then called in and fworn. (See the evidence of 

Edward Monckton, Efq.) The Jury defire to be adjourned till to- 
morrow morning at nine o'clock at the fame place. They are ac- 
cordingly adjourned* / 
"■-y '••'•'*..' ■ ; " ' •• ' •. ' . • • -'' . 
>777- ,t The Jury being affembled at the houfe of their Forema,n, Mr. 
7"m1i*^' George Smith. Mr. Claude Ruffel is called in and fworn. (See the 
9 o'clock, evideiKe of -Claude RuflfeU Efq.)- The Jury are adjourned till three 
A. M. o'clock in the afternoon. The Jury being affembled at the houfe of 
3 ?[^^^^» their Foreman, Mri Ruffel proceeds with his evidciicc. (See the 
8 oNcIock ^^*^^o^^ o^ Claude Ruffel, Efq.) The Jury adjourn till nine o'clock 
the next morning. 

Wednefdaj, The Jury being affembled at the houfe of their Foreman, Mr. 
14 May, George Smith, Mr. Ruffel is called in and afked, if he recoUeflB any 
A.^M^ ' thing material relative to the death of Lord Pigot, vvhich he might 
have forgot the day preceding. Mr. Ruffef anfwers, That he does 
not recoiled any thing material* He is then told, tliat the Jury have 
no further occafion for his attendance at that time. Mr. Ruffel with- 
draws, and it is propofed to examine Mr. Monckton further; but 
he being out of town, the Coroner propofed to the Jury to confider 
offuch queftlons as may be proper to put to the fur^ebns. 

It is refolved to put feveral queftions to the furgeons for the in^ 
- formation of the Jury, how far anxiety, jdifappbihtment, and, in 
general,, whatever affeds the mind, will operate on the body,, in 
cauHng or increafing difeafes, as well as to examine them relative to 
the particular difeafe of which Lord Pigot died. It is alfo refolved, 
that the evideaces already taken be read to the furgeons, that they 
may be fully acquainted with every circumftance of Lord Pigota. 
confinement, and the treatment he met with in that confinement. 

Several of the jurors declaring that they cannot attend this even** 
ing without confiderable prejudice to their private affairs, the Jury 
12 o'clock, are adjourned till nine o'clock the aesct morning. 

The 
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The Jury Being aflemblcd at the houfe of their Foreman, Mr. " 
George Smith, Mr. Monckton is called in, and proceeds with his 
evidence. (See the evidence of the Honourable Edward Monckton, \ 
£fq.) The Jury are adjourned till four o'clock in the evening. 

The Jury having met, Mr. Monckton proceeds with his evidence. ^ 
(See the evidence of the Honourable Edward Monckton, Efq.) Mr. 
Monckton having finiftied his evidence, the Jury called upon Mr. 
William Sedgley, who is fworn, and gives his evidence. (See the 
evidence of Mr. William Sedgley) The Jury are adjourned till nine 
o'clock next morning. 

The Jury being aflerfibled at the houfe of their Foreman, Mr; 

George Smithy Mr. Stone is called in and fworn ; he gives his evi- ^ 

dence. (See the evidence of John Maxwell Stone, Efq*) The Jury j 

are adjourned till four o'clock in the evening. i 

The Jury being affembled, Mr. Nutting, fervant to the deceafed, - 
is called in and fworn to give his evidencei {Setf the evidence of j 
Mr. Jofeph Nuttingi) Mr. Halliburton is called in and fworn, and 
gives his evidence: (See the evidence of Mr. David Halliburton.) 
The Jury adjourn till nine o'doct to-morrow morning. i 

The Jury being aflembled at thie houfe of their Foreman Mr. s 
George Smith, Mr. Pafley is* q^Ued in, the evidence of Meflrs. J 
Monckton, Ruflel, Stone, Nutting, Sedgley, and Halliburton are 9 
read to him, he proceeds to give his evidence. (See the evidence , 
of Mr. Gilbert Pafley, furgeon.) The Jury are adjourned till four 4 
o'clock in the evening; The Jury being affembltd^ Mr. AinJerfon 
is called in,, the evidence of MeflTrs. Monckton, Ruffel, Stone» 
Nutting, Sedgley, and Halliburton are read to him, he proceeds to 
give his evidence. (See the evidence of Mr. James Anderfon, fur* 
geon.) 

To-morrow being Sunday, and no material inconvenience at- 8 
tending an adjournment till Monday, the Jury are therefwe ad- 
journed till nine o'clock the Monday morning following. 

The Jury being aflembled at the houiie of their Foreman Mr. George i^ 
Smith, Mr. Davies is called in. Before he is fworn he obferves to 1 
the Coroner, that though he himfelf has no material doubts of the ^ 
legality of Mr» Raia'd fummooia^ him, fiill as it was made men- ^ 

tioa* 
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tion of, that Mr. Ram has been legally difmifred by the Juftices of 
the Quarter Scflions, he (Mr. Davies) begs to be fatisfied of the 
legality of Mr. Ram's fummons. 

Mr. Ram obferves, in anfwer hereto, that he was fwom into the 
office of Coroner in the open court, Mr. Jofias Du Pre then fitting 
as Chief Judge on the Bench, and Mr. Warren Haflings as fecond ; 
that he has officiated in that capacity for upwards of fix years. 
He then produces the authorities of Serjeant Hawkins and Judge 
Blackftone, that the office of Coroner is for life, unlefs removed by 
the King's writ, de coronator. exonerando^ for a caufe to be therein 
afCgned ; that the perfons who had attempted to remove him had 
not produced any fuch writ, or fhewn any fufficient caufe for his 
removal ; that he therefore looked upon this attempt as altogether 
illegal, and had acquainted thofe perfons in a letter, that he was not 
fatisfied as to the legality of their intended removal. 

Mr. Ram further acquaints Mr. Davies, that he had heard that 
another Coroner has been appointed ; but that this appointment can 
in noways fufpend Mr. Ram from his office, fince it is ufual in Eng- 
land to have two or more CoiQners for the fame diftri£t. 

May 19, Mr. Davies, being perfeSly fatisfied of Mr. Ram*s authority as 
A° M^'^*^' Coroner, is fworn. The evidence read to Meffrs. Pafley and An- 
derfon are read to him. He gives his evidence. (See the evi- 
dence of Mr. Thomas Davies, furgeon.) 

May 19, Mr. William Martlet is next called in. Before he is fworn he 
II o'clock, j^g^q^^g to afk Mr. Ram the following quedion : Whether on 
a late occafion, on Major Home's application, Mr. Ram did or did 
not refufc officiating in the office of Coroner ? Mr. Ram anfwers. 
That Major Home did fometime before Lord Pigot's confinement 
acquaint him with the premature death of an artillery-man at the 
Mount, whereupon he repaired thither and held an inqueft on the 
body. (The Jury brought in their verdiil accidental death.) Since 
which time he has never had any intimation of the death of any 
one from Major Home, though he did hear from others that an ar- 
tillery* man died fuddenly at the Mount fince Lord Pigot's confine- 
ment ; and that an inqueft had been held on the body by Mr. John 
Balfour, who was appointed a Coroner at the Seffions held in Oc- 
tober laft. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Mallet being fatisfied on this head> is fwornt itnd proceeds 
to give his evidence^ (See the evidence of William Mallet, fur- 
geon.) 

The Jury are adjauraed till three o'clock in the evening. i o'clock. 

The Jury being affembled, Mr. Mallet proceeds with his evi- soVIock, 
dence. (See the evidence of William Mallet, furgeon.) r.M. 

The Coroner acquaints the Jury, that as Mr. Latham is come to i^^^y j^^ 
Madrafs from Cuddalore, he propofes to call upon him for his 3 o'clock* 
evidence. 

Mr. Latham is called in and fworn. He proceeds to give his evi- 4 o'clock 
dence. (See the evidence of Richard Latham, Efq;) The Jury de* P. M. 
fire to call upon Commodore Sir Edward Hughes, commander in 
chief of his Majefty's Ihips in India, feveral of the witncflcs hav- 
ing made mention of Sir Edward's name. The Jury are of opi- 
nion he can give them fatisfadion on feveral points^ of which other- 
wife they cannot kcquire a fufEcient knowledge. 

Mr. George Smith the Foreman of this Jury acquaints the Coro- 
ner and the Jurors, that, the Mayor being (/ut of town, he muftf 
aflift as Senior Alderman at the Mayor s Court ; the Jury are there- 
fore adjourned to nine o'clock the Wednefday morning following, g o'clock, 

P.M. 

The Jury being affembled at the houfe of their Foreman Mr. Wednefday^ 
George Smith, Sir Edward Hughes is called in. Before he is fworn, 21 May, 
he obferves to the Coroner and Jury, that in the late unhappy dif- 9 o'clock,, 
putes at this place he has been addreffed by both fides : that he 
never took upon him to judge of the legality of the prefent govern- 
ment : that the part he thought it was his duty to take was, that 
of giving the affiftance of his Majefty's fquadron under his com- 
mand where he found the power to carry on the Company's fervice 
for the public good, agreeable to his inftrudlions ; and on the fame 
principle, He does not take upon him to judge of the legality of this 
Inqueft : that he is neverthelefs ready to give the gentlemen any 
information on the points they may defire of what may have come 
to his knowledge, and confident with the ftation he is in. 

He further obferves to the Coroner and Jury, that after what be- 
has faid, he fhould fuppofe that the information on his word would* 
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be fafficient; yet tbat he maj be no impediment to tiidr Inqmrj^ 
and the Coroner informing faim that it is indiipenfiblet he ihall not 
obje^l to being fwom on this occaGon* 

Sir Edward Hughes is accordingly fwom, and proceeds to give 
his evidence. (See the evidence of ooounodore Sir Edward Hughes.) 

Yi o'clock. Tellafinga is called in and fwom. He gives his evidence. (See 
the evidence of TcUafinga.) 

II Majtf Mr. Hamilton is called in and fwom. He gives his evidence. 
12 o'clock^ (See the evidence of Mr. William Hamilton.) The Coroner adjooms 
^ ^ the Jury till 9 o'clock next morning. 

Thurthj, The Jury being affembled at the houfe of their Foreman, Mr. 
*^,*^ George Smith, the Coroner lays before the Jury an authentic copy 
10 oc . from the Records from the Mayor's-court, under the fcal of t^t 
-court, containing extrads from the Minutes of a court held on Sa- 
turday the 31ft day of Auguft 1776, extra^ from the Minutes of 
a court held on Monday the 2d of September 1 776, the oath of 
George Lord Pigot, read and filed in the faid court the nth of Odo- 
ber 1776. The Coroner alfo lays before the Jury a copy of a pro- 
clamation, puUiihed in this garriibn of Fort St. G^rge, and affixed 
to the gates of the faid fort on the a 5th of Auguft laft, which the 
CSoroner informs them, he believes to be a true copy of the original 
proclamation affixed to the Sea-gate, which he faw and read atten- 
tively. 

Thefe being read to the Jury, the Coroner informs them, that he 
believes the evidence before them is fufficient ; that he has many 
things to obferve to them on the fubjedl of the prefent inquiry, and 
therefore requefts that they will allow him till next day. The Jury, 
confidering that the evidence has been very long, are defirous that 
the Coroner may have a longer time than he has requefted, and 
Saturday next being a day on which the greater part of them have 
buiinefs which cannot well be difpenfed with, they defire to be ad- 
journed till Monday next, being the 26th of May. They are ac- 
cordingly adjourned to that time. 

Monday, The Jury being affembled at the houfe of their Foreman Mr. 

26 May, George Smith, fome of the Jurors defire that Mcffrs. Ruffel and 

'^A. M^ Monckton may be called upon, they having fome further queftions 

* * I to 
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to put to them, Mr. Ruflel is accordingly called in and proceeds with 
his evidence. (See the evidence of Claude Ruflel, Efq.) 

The Jury are adjourned till 5 o'clock in the evening. ' o'clock. 

The Jury being aflembled, Mr. Mo nekton is called in and pro- 5 o'clock, 
ceeds with his evidence. (See the information of the Honourable P- M. 
Edward Monckton, Efq.) 

The Jury are adjourned till 9 o'clock the next morning. 7 o'clock. 

The jury being aflembled at the houfe of their Foreman, Mr. ^"^^^^^^ 
George Smith, the Coroner delivers in his Charge to them in writ- ^^ ^'^^ 
ing, which is read. (See the Charge of the Coroner.) 

The Jury are defirous of having fome time to confider of the 
Coroner's Charge ; alfo fome of the Jury think that the commiflion 
of Lord Pigor, of an attefted copy of it, will enable them better to 
determine on their verdidl. In confequence, 

The Jury are adjourned till Saturday 31ft May, at 9 o'clock in the 12 o'clock. 
forenoon. 

The Jury having aflinnbled at the houfe of their Foreman, Mr. Saturday, 
George Smith, the Coroner propofes to call on William Howard, May 3r. 
fervant to Mr. RuflTel, who is mentioned in that gentleman's inform- 
ation. Accordingly William Howard is called upon and fworn. He 
gives his evidence. (See the information of William Howard,) The 
Coroner produces a copy of the commiflion of Lord Pigot for the 
goveriunent of Madras, figned a true copy, Jofeph Revell. He alfo 
acquaints them, that Mr. Revell is ready to anfwer fuch queftions as 
the Jury may think proper to put, relative to the faid copy. Mr. 
Revell is accordingly called in and fworn. He acquaints the Jury, 
that the copy which the Coroner has fhewn them was copied and 
examined by an original copy from the India-houfe, attefted by Mr. 
Peter Mitchell, Secretary to the Eaft India Company, with whofe 
hand-writing he is acquainted. (See the information of Mr. Jofeph 
Revell.) The Coroner lays the faid Copy before the Jury. To- 
n^orrow being Sunday, the Jury are adjourned till Monday the ad of 
June, at 9 o'clock in the morning. 

^ € The 
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Monday, The Jury being affembled at the houfc of their Foreman Mr* 

2 June. George Smith, one of the Jurors inform them, that he has fomc 

10 o'clock, public official bufinefs which he cannot negled. The Jury; beipg 

A. M. fatisfied of the neceffity which the faid Juror is under to attefnd the 

bufinefs which he has fpoken of> the Q)roner adjourns the cjourt to 

Thurfday the 5th inftant. 

Thurfday, Th^ j^^ jj^j^g aflcmbled at the houfe of their Foreman Mr. 

June 5. George Smith, Mr. Tafwell acqua,ints the Coroner and the reft-of 
the Jury, that he, as Mafter Attendant, is obliged to attend Com- 
modore Sir Edward Hughes upon fome bufmefs relative. to the lofs 
of the fhip Marquis of Hockinghapi. The Ju,ry ajre the;refore ad- 
journed till 9 o'clock to- mprrpw morning. 

Friday, jh^ jq^y being aflefcbled at the houfe of th^ir Foreman Mr. 

lo'o'cbck George Smith, proceed to determine on the firft previous qu^ftion 
A. M, ' propofed to them by the Coroner, viz. Whether Lord Pigot can or 
cannot be confidered as one who died in confinement, when the firft i 
official notice which his friends received of his releafe was not till 
after his Lordfhip's death, and wh^n his life had for f0{nc day^s he- 
fore been defpaired of by the furgeons. The Jury having duly con- 
fidered the evidence relative to this queftion, are unanimous, that 
Lord Pigot died in confinement. One of the Jurors acquaints the 
Coroner and the Jury, that he cannot attend the Inqueft to^morroWf 
on account of fome bufinefs which he cannot neglefi: without pr^iju^ 
dice to his aiFairs, and the next day being Sunday, the. Coroner 
adjourns the Jury to 9 o'clock on Monday next in the forenoon. 

i2c/clock, xhe Jury being aflemWed at the houfe of their Foremaa Mr. 
Tunc oj' George Smith, proceeds to find thdr verdi£l;» To-^morrow^ being 

the fitting of the Mayor's Court, the Jury are adjourned to. Wed- 

nefday the 1 1 th at 9 o'clock in the forenoon. 

Wcdncfday, The Jury being met at the houfe of their Forenuin, Mr. George 
If June. Smith, Mr. Tafwell informs him, that, as Mafter Attendant, he has 
been ordered to go down to the wreck of the (hip Marquis of Rock- 
ingham (loft off the Seven Pagodas, diftant from Madras about 
30 Miles), which bufinefs will probably detain him fome days ; tlife 
Jury are therefore adjourned till Monday next, the 17th inilant. 

Monday, The Jury being met at the hotffe of their Foreman Mr. George 
17 June. Smith, proceeds to confidcr of their verdifl:. Mr. De Fries reprefents 
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to the Coroner and the reft of the Jury, that his private affairs will 
not allow him to attend this Inqueft till Thurfday the 26th, on ac- 
count of the difpatch of the Company's fhip Hedor, now about to 
depart for England. 

The Coroner Adjourns the Jury to Thurfday the r>6th of this ^^ o'clock, 
month. 

The Jury being aflembled at the houfe of Mr. George Smith theirThurfday, 
Foreman, proceed to confider of their verdidl, the following queftiona6 June, 
is put: Whether the confinement of Lord Pigot, and the treatment 
he met durinjg that confinement, as it appears on the evidence before 
the Jury, were or w^ere not the caufe of his Lordftiip's death ? The 
Jury find that the confinement of Lord Pigot, and the treatment he 
met with during that confinement, was the caufe of his Lordfhip's 
death. The Coroner obferves to the Jury, that they having found 
th^t Lord Pigot died in confinement, and that this confinement was 
the caufe of his Lordfhip's death, he, the Coroner, apprehends that 
the perfons whoi from the evidence before the Jury, appear to be 
principally concerned in confining Lord Pigot, may be materially af- 
feded by the final verdid of the Jury, he therefore propofes, provided 
be has the approbation of the Jury^ and they think that it can be 
attended with no bad confequences, to fammon thofe perfons to appear 
before this Inqueft, that the evidence taken before this jury may be 
read over to them in prefence of the witneffes, and that they may V 

have an opportunity to confront the evidences. The Jury having ma- 
turely confidercd this matter, are of opinion, that this cannot be done 
in the fituation of the prefent government of this fettlement, with- 
out riiking the peace of the community, and fubjeding this enquiry 
to infuperable difficulties ; that if the perfons mentioned in the evi- 
dence arc brought before this Inqueft, they ought to be brought 
before them as prifoners, which in the prefent fituation, and con- 
iidering the Coroner cannot compel obedience to his warrants under 
the prefent government, cannot be done. The Coroner concurs in 
opinion with the Jury. The Jury are adjourned to Monday the 
30th inftant. 

The Jury being afTembled at the houfe of Mr. George Smith their Monday, 
Foreman, proceed to confider of their verdid, the following queftion June 30. 
18 propofed : What denomination in law does the death of Lord 
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Pigotf occafioned by his confinement, and the circumftances of that 
confinement, come under? 

Some of the Jury are earneft, that the confideration of this quef- 
tion may be poftponed till a further day, but the Jury in general 
being defirous that the queftion may be put now, it is put accord- 
ingly. The Jury are equally divided. Six being of opinion that 
the offence incurred by the death of Lord Pigot can be confidered as 
no lefs than murder ; and fix, that it amounts to raanflaughter only. 
The Coroner obferves, that the voices being equal, the queftion muft 
be reconfidered. 

The {hip Hedor being ftill in the road under difpatch, feveral 
of the Jury declare that they cannot attend till after her departure. 
They are adjourned to Monday the 7th of July. 

Monday, The Jury being affembled at the houfe of their Foreman Mr. 
July 7. George Smith, proceed to find their verdid. By defire of feveral of 
the Jury, they are adjourned to Saturday the 12th inftant. 

Saturday, The Coroncr acquaints the jury, that as feveral of them has exprefled 
July 12. a doubt of the propriety of coming to their final verdidl, till they have 
heard what the perfons, by vsrhom Lord Pigot was confined, have to 
allege in their own defence, he (the Coroner) has to obferve to 
them, that the fitting of this inqueft is notorious to the whole 
fettlement ; that befides the number of witneffcs, whofe informations 
were publicly taken, feveral perfons, as well Europeans as Black 
People, have been at different times prefent at the meetings of this 
jury. That, moreover, he is well informed that many of thofe per- 
fons, who were particularly concerned in the confinement of Lord 
Pigot, and who now ad as Governor and Council of this Settle- 
ment have, in a joint letter to the Court of Directors, made mention, 
that he (the Coroner) has fummoned an inquifition on the body of 
Lord Pigot, which was ftill fitting : That therefore they could not 
pretend ignorance of the prefent inquiry, and if they had any thing 
to aHege in juftification of their condu£t in confining Lord Pigot, 
// concerned them to have attended the Inqueft : That the Jury had 
already determined, that as things were at prefent circumftanced, it 
would not only be impradicable, but highly imprudent, for him 
(the Coroner) to attempt to bring them before the Jury by his war- 
rants ; that for the foregoing reafons he was clearly of opinion, the 
negledt of thofe perfons, in not attending to urge what they might 
have to fay in their defence, was na reafon for the Jury to delay 

finding; 
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ffnding their final verdid ; provided, however, that if in the mean^ 
time any of thofe perfons fliould appear, what they might have to 
fay in their defence (hould be attend^ed to. 

The Jury are fatisfied that they may find their final verdidt with- 
out waiting till the perfons before mentioned are brought before 
them, as thofe perfons are undoubtedly well acquainted with the na- 
ture of the prefent inquiry, and might attend this inqueft to defend 
their condudl if they chofe. Mr. Tafwell acquaints the Jury, that 
as Mailer Attendant, his time will be fo much taken up till the fail- 
ing of five of the Company's (hips, now under difpatch for China, 
that he cannot attend till after they have failed. The Jury are 
therefore adjourned to Wednefday the 30th of this month. 

The Jury being aflembled at the houfe of their Foreman Mr. w 
Smith, the following queftion being again put, What denomina- 3^ 
tion in law does the death of Lord Pigot, occafioned by his con- 
finement, and the circumfiances of that confinement, come under? 
The Jury find, That the death of Lord Pigot, occafioned by his 
confinement, and the circumftances of that confinement, cannot be 
confidered as a lefs ofi^ence in the eye of the law than Murder.^ 
The Jury proceeds to confider who are principals and who are ac- 
ceflaries in the murder aforefaid. The Jury find, that George Strat- 
ton, Henry Brooke, Charles Floyer, Archdale Palmer, Francis 
Jourdan, George Mackay, Sir Robert Fletcher, Colonel James 
Stuart, Lieutenant-Colonel James Edingtoun, Captain Arthur Ly- 
faght, are all principals, as they all entered into a combination and 
confpiracy to deprive Lord Pigot of the government of Fort St. 
George, and to feize and confine his perfon; in the execution of 
which confpiracy they each took their refpeftive parts. The Jury 
alfo confider Major Matthew Home as a principal, as from the time 
of the delivery of Lord Pigot into his cuftody, to the time of his 
Lordfliip's death, he did himfelf reftrain and confine Lord Pigot, 
and by his orders did caufe Lord Pigot to be reftrained and con* 
fined. The Jury alfo find, that the ferjeant who was prefent when 
Lord Pigot was feized, alfo the ferjeant who did duty at the Com- 
pany's garden-houfe, alfo the foldiers and oflScers of the corps of 
artillery ftationed at the Mount, and the Seapoys both at the Mount 
and at the garden houfe, acceflaries to the murder aforefaid. The 
Coroner reprefents to the Jury, that the law direds, that they 
fliould now enquire what goods and chattels, lands and tenements, 
the perfons charged with the murder aforefaid are pofleffed of. The 
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Jury defirc they may have time to confider how far /this part of 
their duty can in the prefent ftate of this fettlement be carried into 
/ execution ; and in the mean time that the Coroner draw up the 
Inqueft agreeable to what they have this day found ; the Jury are 
therefore adjourned to Tuefday the 5th day of Auguft. 

Tuefday, The Jury being affembled at the houfc of their Foreman Mr. 
"^" ^* George Smith, the Q)roncr lays before them a foul draught of an 
inquefl, which is read and approved with fome amendments ; the 
Coroner then acquaints them, that he will draw out the inqueft 
agreeable to the propofed amendments^ and lay it before them on 
Thurfday. Some of the Jury objedtng that they cannot attend till 
fix o'clock in the evening of that day, the Jury are adjourned till 
iix o'clock in the evening of the feventh of Augufl. 

ThurWay, The Jury being affembled at the houfc of their Foreman Mr. 
"£" 7* George Smith, the Coroner acquaints the Jury, that he is fenfible that, 
in the prefent flate of the fettlement, an enquiry after the goods 
and chattels, lands and tenements, of the perfons charged with 
murder in the inqueft, is utterly impoflible; be therefore is of 
opinion, that the impoffibility of doing this part of their duty will 
be a fufficient plea for the non -performance of it; and accordingly 
he has concluded the inqueft without any mention of the goods and 
chattels, &c. of the perfons charged in the Inqueft; he then 

P^M^'^^'^' propofes that the inqueft ftiould be read over and figned. It being 
late at night the Jury defire to be adjourned till to-morrow morn- 
ing, when they propofe to (ign the Inqueft. 

^A^^^a The Jury being affembled at the houfe of their Foreman Mr. 
"^" • George Smith, the Inqueft is read over, and figned by the Coroner and 
Jury. The Coroner now obferves to the JU17, that though their 
vcrdi£t has been given in and recorded, yet they muft be fenfible it 
would be highly improper for him to deliver it in to the perfons who 
at prefent a<a as a Bench of Juftices ; he therefore propofes to keep 
the Inqueft by him until there is a government of unqueftionable 
authority eftablifhed. 

Scptcm. 5. The Jury being affembled at the houfe of their Foreman Mr. 

George Smith, the minutes are read and approved. Mr. D' Fries, 
and 6. and Mr. Ewing, deliver in letters^ declaring their reafons for fign- 

ing the verdidl contrary to their private opinion. (See the letters 

from Meff. D' Fries and Ewing.) 

The 
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The Coroner addreffed a letter to the Governor and Council. (See g^ 
the Letter.) On the 26th, he alfo addreffed a letter to Mr. D* Fries 
and Mr. fewing, to acquaint them that he thought it improper 
to comply with their, requeft^ in their letters before mentioned^ 
(See the Letter to Mr. D' Fries.) 

(A. true Copy.) 

Wm. Sedclbk^ Clerk of Peace* 
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"Tms^n of Madraspatnam. Jf. 

Tie INFORMATION of the Honourable Edward 
Monckton, Efq. taken upon Oath before me George 
Andrew Ram, Coroner of our Lord the King for the 
Town of Madrafpatnam aforefaid^ on an Inquifition held 
at the Company s Garden-houfe^ about a Mile diftant from 
Fort St. George, within the DiJiriSts of the f aid Town ^ 
on the view of the Body of the Right Honourable Georgb 
Lord Pi GOT, there lying deady and by Adjonrnment at 
the Houfe of Mr. George Smith {Foreman of the faid 
Inqueft)^ in the faid Fort. 

THIS Informant, on his oath, faith, That he firft knew Lord 
Pigot on his (this Informant's) arrival in India in the year 
1762. Since Lord Pigot's lafl: arrival in India, this Informant mar- 
ried his Lordfliip's eldeft daughter in March 1776. This Informant 
has feen Lord Pigot almoft every day (ince his marriage with Lord 
Pigot*8 eldeft daughter, except during Lord Pigot's abfence at Tan- 
jour, and at thofe times in his late illnefs, when he was fo much in- 
difpofed as to make the vifits of his family and friends inconvenient 
to him. 

On the 24th of Auguft laft Lord Pigot was made a prifoner, and 
carried to St. Thomas's Mount, where he was delivered over to the 
charge of Major Matthew Home, by the orders of MeflT. George 
Stratton, Sir Robert Fletcher, Henry Brooke, Charles Floyer, Arch- 
dale Palmer, Francis Jourdan, and George Mackay, as appeared by 
a proclamation iffued the next day by the authority and under the 
fignature of thefe gentlemen. 

After 
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After Lord Pigot^s confinement this Informant went and refided at 
the houfe called General Lawrence's houfe, at St. Thomas's Mount. 
Lord Pigot's family alfo refided there. 

Major Matthew Home (hewed this Informant a long order from 
Colonel James Stuart, wherein he dire£ted Major Matthew Home 
to take charge of Lord Pigot's perfon, and to give Captain Lyfaght 
(who, as LordPigot told this Informant, was the perfon that carried 
Lord Pigot to St. Thpmas's Mount) a receipt for the fame. This 
Informant read the order, and took notice of the fignature of Colo- 
nel James Stuart. Major Matthew Home alfo fliewed this Inform- 
ant another order, figned by Meffl George Stratton, Sir Robert 
Fletcher, Henry Brooke, Charles Floyer, Archdale Palmer, Francis 
Jourdan, and George Mackay, wherein, after giving Major Mat- 
thew Home orders relative to keeping Lord Pigot prifoner, there 
are words to the following purport : ** In cafe of an attempt to 
" refcue Lord Pigot^ his life tnufl anpiver it^ and this you will ftg^ 
" nify to him.^^ Lord Pigot had a knowledge of this order a day 
or two after it was received, but this Informant does not exadly 
recoUedt the time. 

On the 27th of Auguft laft, as this Informant was getting into 
bed, between eleven and twelve o'clock at night, feveral of Lord 
Pigot's fervants came and called this Informant, and faid that Lord 
Pigot was fighting with the foldiers, that there was a chaife with pro- 
vifions in it, and an armed man behind it in a great cloak. He 
added, that the chaife was to carry Lord Pigot to Gingee. Mr. La- 
tham (who alfo lived in the houfe called General Lawrence's houfe) 
and this Informant immediately ran to Major Home's houfe. Mr. 
Dalrymple had got there before them. On this Informant's arrival^ 
he faw the chaife at the gate ; Lord Pigot was (landing in the veranda 
of Major Home's houfe ; Lieutenant . Gifon, who guarded Lord 
Pigot, (landing by him ; Lieutenant-colonel James Eidingtoun and 
Major Home at the foot of the (leps. This informant heard Major 
Home (ay, *' My Lord, it does not fignify^ my orders are pofttive^ 
" and I muft ohey^' Lord Pigot demanded to know to what place 
they intended to carry him. This Informant faid (fo as to be heard 
by all prefent), that they were going to take Lord Pigot to Gingee. 
Lieutenant-colonel Eidingtoun made anfwer, ** My Lord^ I am not 
" at liberty to inform you where you are going : I can ajfure you^ 
** Mr. Monckton (fpeaking to this informnat), that he is not going 
*« to Gingee^ but to a place offafetyT This was no fooner faid thaa 
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a guard of-ortillery-men came into the garden : Lord Pigftt ad- 
vanced up to them, and addrefled them to the following purport, 
that *' he had knoivn many of thetn a long time \ they had fought 
" ^ith him at thefiege of Madras ; he therefore ivould depend upon 
** them, and would remain nvitb them at the Mounts or they floould 
" take him to the Commodore^ s^ to demand the prote£lian of the King^s 
^* fi<^Z\ ^^ place him in his oivn Forty and then he fhould know honv 
•' to a£i I but that he never would go ti/ith that traitor Eidingtoun^ a 
** man who ; notivit branding he aMed under the commiffion he had re-- 
** ceivedfrom him (Lord Pigotjy had popped him in the night on the 
•• highway with a loaded pifiol like an affaffin Lord Pigot added^ 
** Jf you think I have been guilty of any wrong, fooner place your' bay^ 
** onets here (baring his bread to them), thanfiffer me to be dragged 
" anvay from you. ^' 

His Lordfhip faid a great deal more to the fame purpofe with i 
very loud voice, and appeared to be in the moft violent agitation the 
vvhole time. He fpoke fo loud that his voice wae heard at the houfe 
of Mrs. Clifton, between two and three hundred yards diftant. At 
one time Lord Pigot threw his arms about Major Home's neck, and 
defired him to confider that he was an officer, that it was unbecom- 
ing that charader to allow him (Lord Pigot) to be dragged from 
under his roof in fuch a fliameful manner, and conjured Major Home 
not to fuffer it. 

This Informant obferved to the artillery-mett, that the people ih 
the Fort had made ufc of a very dark piece of treachery to lead peo* 
pie's minds aftray ; that they had given out that Commodore Sir 
Edward Hughes (commander in chief of his Majefty's fquadron in 
India) had fired a falute in honour of their Government ; that Sir 
Edward Hughes had aflured this Informant that it was not fo, but 
that the Fort having fired firft, he was, by his inftrudiions, obliged 
to return all falutes. There was much faid by Mr. Dalrymple to the 
fame purport with what this Informant faid. Lieutenant-colonel 
Eidingtoun addrefled himfelf to the artillery- men as follows: ** lam 
*• fure you will obey your commanding-officer.^^ Lord Pigot heard 
this: Lieutenant-colonel Eidingtoun repeated it twice — the men- 
flood mute. Major Home then took Lieutenant-colonel Eidingtourt 
to one fide of the veranda : When they had conferred together for 
a Ihort time, Major Hornc came back and addreifed himfelf to Lord 
Pigot as follows : " My Lord^ if your Lordfhip will promife to re^ 
** mean quiet here to-night^ I will be anfwerabJc for your per/on to 
z ** CoJonei 
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** Colonel Eldingtoun^ till we can have further orders from the Forty 
Lieutenant-colonel Eidingtoun withdrew, and all parted. The next 
morning thia Informant waited on Lord Pigot, and found him very 
hoarfe with the exertion of the preceding night : This hoarfenefs 
continued on Lord Pigot for fome days. Lord Pigot acquainted this 
Informant, that he had heard that Meffrs. George Stratton, Sir 
Robert Fletcher, Henry Brooke, Charles Floyer, Archdale Palmer, 
Francis Jourdan» and George Mackay, had under confideration 
the fending him (Lord Pigot) borne by the Grenville, which failed 
the latter end of September, but that Sir Robert Fletcher had re- 
commended not to fend him (Lord Pigot) home at that time, but to 
defer it till later in the feafon, a little before the time that news 
might be ea^pcfted from Europe. Lord Pigot, and alfo this Inform- 
9nt» b^ard a ihort time after, by current report, that the people in 
ppffeflion of the Government hswi the fame intention, by the Green- 
wi<;h> which failed the i6th of OSkober laft. 

Captain Larkina, of the fliip Lionefs, acquainted Lord Pigot, and 
alfo this Inform^int, a few days after the arrival of that (hip, viz. 
the ad of January laft, that one of the Council (either Mr. Mackay, 
or Colonel James Stuart, the latter of whom had been taken into 
Council on Sir Robert Fletcher's leaving the Coaft), this Informant 
does not recoiled which, had afked him (Larkins) ^' ivbether ^he 
" liquid not take Lord Pigot to England as a prifoner ;'* that he 
(Larkins) had anfwered, •* that hisfhip nvas not made to carry pri- 
^^ JbnerSj but that he Jhould know what anfwer to make when the 
** Qouncil applied to him ;" that the CounfcUor anfwered him, '* If 
^* yoiA do not, your Chief Mate wf/lf* or words to that purpofe. 

Loxd Pigot alfo received information through different channels, 
that it was the intention of Mr. Stratton, and hi& afibciates, to fend 
Lord Pigot to England on board the Lionefs Indiaman. (Moft of 
thefc intentions were given to his Lordlhip in this Informant's hear- 
ing.) Lord Pigot therefore did not think it prudent tp ftir out of 
Major Home's houfe for a day or two ; and though this Informant 
gave an entertainment on the 6th of January, in compliment to 
Lord Pigot, yet his Lordfhip did not chufe to venture even to the 
houfe where this Informant and his Lordihip's family refided. Lord 
Pigot told thia Informant, that he had acquainted Major Home with 
the reafons of his conduiSl, viz. ^* that as he (Lord Pigot J had been 
*• kidnapped once^ he vuas refolved^ that they (the people in poffeffton 
** of the Government) fhould never do the like again vohile he had life :' ' 
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That Major Home had faid to him, ^^ you w^d not be afraid of being 
" kidnapped while under my charge^ but Jhould I receive orders to 
" march you into the Fort, IJhall conftder whether it is not my duty 
" to obey.'' 

Several gentlemen of the Settlement were fo alarmed on Lord 
Pigot's account, that, on the 7th, a letter was addreffed to Mr. Secre- 
tary Oakeley, figned by between thirty and forty gentlemen of the 
Settlement, fetting forth their alarms and fears, on account of the 
intention of fending Lord Pigot home, and defiring Mr. Secretary 
Oakeley to lay the letter before Mr. Stratton and his aflbciates. 

It was fome time after that Major Home received a letter from 
Mr. Secretary Sullivan, defiring him to acquaint Lord Pigot, that 
the people in power had come to a refolution not to fend Lord Pigot 
home by the (hip then under difpatch. This Informant has alfo 
reafon to believe, that Mr. Stratton and his aflbciates applied about 
the 19th of OSober laft for the fandlion of the Governor General 
and Council at Bengal to fend Lord Pigot to England, and that the 
Governor General and Council had, in an indire£l: and artful man<- 
ner, given their concurrence. Both which meafures were known to 
Lord Pigot ; the letter from hence, a day or two after it was .written, 
the anfwer, this Informant believes, was known to Lord Pigot 
foon after it was received, which was in the month of December. 

This Informant fliould have mentioned before, that on the 28th 
of Auguft, early in the morning, after the attempt was made to 
remove Lord Pigot from the Mount, immediately on the return of 
Meflrs. Ruffel, Dalrymple, Lathom, and this Informant, to General 
Lawrence's houfe, where they lived, they addreffed a letter to Commo- 
dore Sir Edward Hughes, fetting forth the circumftances of the attempt 
before mentioned, and demanding from Sir Edward Hughes the pro- 
tedion of the King's flag for Lord Pigot. This letter was figned, he 
thinks, by Meflrs. Ruflel, Dalrymple, Lathom, and himfelf, this In- 
formant. The fame morning Lord Pigot himfelf addreflid a letter to 
Sir Edward Hughes to the fame purport. The letter produced a 
promife from MeflTrs. Stratton and his aflTociates to Sir Edward 
Hughes, that they would not remove Lord Pigot for the prefent, 
vithout his (Sir Edward Hughes) previous knowledge. 

Lord 



Lord Pigot alfo fent into the Mayor^s Court a petition for a writ 
of Habeas Corpus, bat it was judged by a majority of the Courts 
that they had not a power to grant fuch a writ. 

Lord Pigot afterwards comnaenced a fuit in the Mayor's Court 
'againft Sir Robert Fletcher for damages, alfo againft Colonel 
James Stuart, Captain Arthur Lyfaght, and Lieutenant-colonel 
James Eidingtoun, whom he had reafon to believtf were about to 
depart the jurifdi£tion of the faid Court. To thefe fuits the de- 
fendants before mentioned demurred, and appealed to Mr. Stratton 
and his aflbciates, who took upon themfelves to a6l as a Court of 
Appeals; but it appears by the order or refolution, which they 
pafTed on the occafion, copy of which this Informant has feen, that 
they acknowledged themfelves parties, as it was by their orders 
that Lord Pigot was confined. The defendants thereupon declared 
their refolution of appealing to the King and Council, by which 
means no further proceedings were had in the Mayor's Court, and 
whilft the fuits were in this fituation Lord Pigot died. 

Lord Pigot during the firft part of his confinement was in very 
good health. His illnefs was firft apparent about the 4th or 5th 
of March laft ; a few days after Mr. Pafley, the furgeon, who ^ 
attended his Lordftiip, thought him in fome danger ; Lord Pigot 
towards the end of March got better a good deal. Early in April 
he was again taken ill, and continued growing worfe, fo much fo 
that this Informant believes Mr. Mallet (the furgeon to the corps of 
artillery at the. Mount) thought that Lord Pigot could not recover; 
and this Informant has reafon to think that Mr. Mallet commu- 
nicated his opinion to Major Home. On the 28th day of the faid 
month, Lord Pigot was removed to the Company's Garden-houfci 
by the advice of Mr. Pafley. 

This Informant underftands, that the removal of Lord Pigot frorar 
the Mount to .the Company's Garden-houfe was brought about by 
an application from Major Home to Mr. George Siratton. 

On the 28th of April, in the evening, after Lord Pigot's removal 
to the Company's Garden-houfe, this Informant had fome conver- 
fation with Major Home, in prefence of Sir Edward Hughes, the 
purport of which this Informant wrote down (as nearly as he could re* 
colleiS:) on the firft of May, and was as follows : ** Major Home told 
" this Informant, that when he efcorted Lord Pigot from the Mount 
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** in the morning of the 28th, it was only in compliment to Lord 
** Pigot, and not confidering him as his prifoner, for he looked upon 
** Lord Pigot as free, from the time he left the Mount; but, on his 
** going into the Fort immediately after, the gentlemen there af- 
" fembled in council were going to call him (Major Home) to a fe- 
** vere account for letting Lord Pigot put of confinement until he 
*' (Home) produced to them two letters that pafled between him and 
Mr. Strattoni wherein he (Home) demanded of Mr. Str^ttoiij^ 
whether liOrd Pigot, after leaving thip Mount, w^s ftill to be con- 
fidered s^s his prifoner, ^qd Mr. Strattonin anfwer tells him (Major 
I^Qrne) that he (Mr. Stratton) coyld not immediately get the opinion 
of the reft of the gentlemefa ; but he d»red to fay that they would 
join him in opinion, that Lord Pigot fhpuld no longer be confidered 
as a, prifoner. Mr. Stratton acknowledged to them, that he had 
taken too much upon himfelf, apd that he (Major Home) had proi- 
mifed to them, to take again immediate charge of Lord Pigot's 
perfon, vhich farisfied the gentlemen. That he was come to give 
the neceflary orders to the guards, and to acquaint this Informant 
that Lord Pigot was ftill to be confidered as his prifoner. This 
Informant begged of Major Home, to keep this matter for the 
prefent as private as poflible, to prevent its coming to Lord Pigot's 
knowledge, whilft he remained in fo dangerous a flate. Major 
Horne aflured this Informant that he would, and that for the pre- 
fent, the only orders which he fhould give to the guardis, would 
be to keep every thing quiets and only let fuch perfpos as Lord 
Pigot chofe go in to him," 
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The fame evening, viz. the 28th of Aprils thi? Informa^nt f^w 
Mr. Sydenham (who afts as Town-major) at thf Company's 
Garden- hou fe ; Sir Edward Hughes, who was there with this In- 
formant, told him that Mr. Sydenham was come ia deliver over 
the command of the guard at the Company's Garden-houfe to 
Major Horne. 

This Informant fays, that a ferjeant was pofted at the Company's 
Garden-houfe to the heft of his remembrance the fame evening. 
This Informant is not certain how long the ferjeant continued there ; 
but the day before Lord Pigot's death there was a great noife in the 
Buzar, near the Company's Garden-houfe, and this Informant fent 
a fervant to the ferjeant to defire he would fend forae fepoys to put 
a flop to it ; the fervant brought for anfwer, that the ferjeant faid he 
would do fo ; from which this Informant believes that the ferjeant 
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remained on duty from the aSth of April, till that time. This 
Informant frequently faw the ferjeant at his ftation in the inter- 
mediate time. 

This Informant underftood from Mr. Ruflel, that the ferjeant had 
told Mr. Ruflers fervant, Howard, that he the ferjeant was placed 
at the Company's Garden*houfe> to take charge of the perfon of 
Lord Pigot and the command of the guard there, and to report 
every morning and evening whatever paffed to Major Home. 

This Informant has reafon to believe, that Mr. Pafley mentioned 
the dangerous fituation of Lord Pigot, with regard to his health, to 
feveral, in particular to Meflrs. Stone and Ruflel, from the conver- 
fation this Informant has had with them at different times before 
Lord Pigot's death ; alfo to Mr. George Stratton. Mr. Pafley hav- 
ing told this Informant, that Mr. Stratton had acquainted him, that 
he (Mr. Stratton) recolledted that Lord Pigot, on going to Tanjour, 
faid to him, George, (meaning him Stratton) in cafe of any acci- 
dent happening to me, my will and Mrs. Monckton's marriage fet- 
tlement, are in that book-cafe (pointingto a bureau and book-cafe)^ 
Mr, Stratton added. This will be fatisfadlion for you to tell Lord 
Pigot's friends. Mr. Pafley mentioned this converfation to this In- 
formant two or three days before Lord Pigot's death. 

The morning befofe Lord Pigot died, viz. Saturday, the loth of 
May, Lord Pigot's v6ice was fo ftrong, that this Informant could 
not help exprefling his hopes to Mr. Pafley, that Lord Pigot was not 
then paft recovery; but Mr. Pafley aflTured this Informant, that it was 
impoflible that Lord Pigot could recover ; he added, that Lord Pigot 
might hold out for a day or two longer, or it might be he would go» 
off in a few hours. 

Lord Pigot died the next morning, being the irth of May, be- 
tween the hours of ten and eleven o'clock. Immediately on the death 
of Lord Pigot, this Informant addrefled a letter to Major Home, to 
demand the body ; copy of which, with Major Home s original an- 
fwer, this Informant begs leave to lay before the jury. This In- 
formant alfo fent notice of Lord Pigot's death to Mr. Ram, the Co- 
roner, requefling he would take an inqueft on the body of Lord: 
Pigot. 

Ttis 
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This Informant confidered Lord Pigot under confinement at the 
time of his death, though about nine o'clock in the morning Lord 
Pigot died, this Informant did hear fome one fay, he does not re* 
member who it was, neither was it addreflcd to him, '* That Major 
*' Home had come to the Company's Garden-houfe the evening be- 
*' fore, and had told the ferjeant, that he (the ferjeant) was not to 
*' Gonfider Lord Pigot as any longer under his charge/' Mr. Pafley, 
who attended Lord Pigot, told this Informant, between four and five 
o'clock the fame morning, that Lord Pigot had not above an hour 
to live. 

This Informant further faith, on his oath, that from the time he 
knew Lord Pigot, and previous to his confinement, he oever knew 
his Lordfliip to be fo much indifpofed as to oblige him to keep his 
chamber for a day, or to oblige him to take any medicines from 
the furgeons. 

Lord Pigot before his confinement was accuftomed to take frequent 
and much exercife. Since the marriage of this Informant with Lord 
Pigot's eldeft daughter, it was Lord Pigot's general cuftom before 
breakfaft, to come from the Fort to this Informant's houfe upon 
Choultry plain (which is about two miles), in an open chaife, and 
then take up his youngeft daughter and take an airing of two or 
three miles ; when he did not call upon her, he would walk out from 
the Fort to the Company's Garden-houfe, which is above a mile; 
after breakfaft Lord Pigot ufually walked in the Company's Garden, 
and gave orders to the workmen there till near ten o'clock and fome- 
times later ; after that, his Lordfhip would go into the Fort generally 
in his chariot, to bufinefs and dinner. 

Sometimes when this Informant has come to the Company's Gar- 
den-houfe of an evening between fix and feveo o'clock, he has 
known Lord Pigot lay himfelf down on a cot for an hour or two, 
and fay, that he had been walking on the fortifications of the Fort, 
from thence out to the Company's Gardens, and in the Gardens, ever 
fmce dinner, and that his company had broke up from dinner, be- 
tween three and four o'clock. This Informant never heard Lord 
Pigot make any complaint of ill efFedls from the heat of the fun. 

Lord Pigot fupped at the Garden-houfe, and afrer fupper generally 
JCturned in his chaife to the Fort, where he always flept. 
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Afier Lord Pfgat's €oi>6enaenr at the.Mount, the exercife whicli he 
gcnefaUy took w^is, waJking once or twice a day to and from the 
houfe ^liere this [nfofii>ant and his Lordfhip*s family lived and Ma- 
jor HcJfne*s houfer thediftance being between three and four hundred^ 
yird*; tvherv at the houfe where thrs Informant lived, he generally 
em^ployed hiKvfi&tf either in^ the garden, or in giving orders to car- 
penters aiK^ oibdr workteen^ never ufing much exercife in the 
garden. 

This Inforraartt has kn6w» Lord Pigot go to the top of the Mount 
five or fix times durin'g his confinement, and one afternoon Lord 
Pigot went out in a chaife, in company with Major Home and Major 
Horhfc'a faifaily to the Qu,arter Surs (hills about three miles diftant 
ffom the Mo^nt)^ This Informant has alfo known Lord Pigot walk 
out on tlie Mount Plaia a mile, fometimes a little more» but feldom 
fo far# 

At other times Lord Pigot would go to the gentlemen's houfes at 
the Mount, none of them being af a greater diftance from Major 
Hornets houfe, than the hotife in vrhich this Inforniant refidcd. Lord 
Pigot was conftantly attended by an ttffieer and one or two artillery- 
men. 

The only roonrt alldtted to Lord If^Jgot in Major Home's houfe, ap- 
peared to the Informant to be about 32 feet long and 18 wide, and 
Was the beft room in the houfe : latterly, ^hilft Lord Pigot was fick, 
this Informant obferved, that his LordChip's fervants made ufe of a 
clofet adjoiniflg, which before Lord Pigot*s ficknefs, and from the 
time of his confinemient, Major Home ufed as a writing-room. Lord 
Pigot had alfo the ufe of the hall, into which his room opened, in 
common with Major Home's family, alfo the ufe of the veranda. 
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Lord Pigot otice told this Informant, " that Mr. George Strattoa 
had applied to hihn through Majot Home, for the key of a room in 
the Fort-houfe ; that upon that occafion he (Lord Pigot) had a great 
inclination to take Major Horne into the room allotted to him, and 
fhew Major Horne the little room and conveniencies he had, and 
that the box of a coach-feat and the back of two chairs, was all he 
had to keep his things in and on, but that he had contented him-* 
felf with making no anfwer." 

E A few 
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A few days after Lord Pigot's confinemeot, this Informant applied 
to Major Home to write to Mr. Stratton and his aflbciates, to allow 
Lord Pigot to live at the houfe (known by the name oJF General 
Lawrence s houfe) where this Informant and Lord Pigot's family re- 
fided, between three and four hundred yards from Major Home's 
houfe ; reprefentlng that they (the people in pofleffion of the go- 
vernment) could place as many guards as they pleafed over Ix>rd Pi- 
got at that houfe. Major Home afterwards told this Informant, 
that he (Major Home) had applied to the people in pofTeflion of the 
govemmeut, but that they had refufed to allow of it, with which 
this Informant immediately acquainted Lord Pigot. 

Lord Pigot was exceedingly moderate in his eating and drinking. 
He was a man of fuch nice feelings, that although his fituatioa muft 
have preyed upon his fpirits very much, yet this Informant is con-- 
vinced, that Lord Pigot took great pains not to betray his anxiety to 
his friends. He waa about fifty-eight years old when he died. 

(Signed) Edward Mongrton. 

Sworn the 1 2th day of May, in the feven- 
teenth year of the reign of King George the 
Third, and in the year of our Lord 1777, 
before me, 

(Signed) G. A. Ram, Coroner. 

No. 1. Company s Garden-houft^ eleven 6* clocks the il tb day of May ^ I777» 

S I R^ 
Lord Pigot having died this morning under your charge, I now 
require you to deliver his body over to me, that his friends may fee 
the fame decently interred. 

I am, SI R, 

Your moft obedient Servant, 

(Signed) Edward Monckton. 
Major Matthew Home. 

(A true Copy from the original) 

(Signed) Edward Monckton. 

(A true Copy from the paper delivered in by the Honourable Ed- 
ward Monckton, Efq;) 

(Signed) G. A. Ram, Coroner* 
(A true Copy) 

Wmi Sed6Ley» Qerk of Peace, 

70 



( «7 > 

To the Hmourabk Mr. Monckton. No. 2, 

SIR, 

I have this moment received your letter, and am extremely forry 
to hear of Lord Pigot's death. In confequence of directions from 
Mr. Stratton, the guards at the Garden-houfe were informed lad 
night, that they v^ere no longer under my direfkion ; or in any man* 
ncr to have x:harge of Lord Pigot*s perfon any longer, but were ta 
remain at the Company's Gardens with no other orders but the ufual 
ones, before Lord Pigot^s removal from the Mount. His Lordfliip's 
body is therefore under no manner of reftraint ; his friends may re- 
move it with every convenience they pleafe. I (hall immediately in- 
form Mr. Stratton, who, I doubt not, will direct every honor to bc: 
ihewn at his Lordfhip'e funeral. 

I have the honor to be* 

Choultry Plain, 
nth of May, 1777, S I R,. 

half pad 1 1 o'clock foseodonk 

Your moft humble Servant^ 
(Signed) Matthew Horne. 

(A true Copy from the orfginal in the hand- writing of Major Mat** 
Uiew Home.) 

(Signed) G. A. Rtam, Coroner^ 

(A true Copy) 

Wm* Sedgle Yj. Clerk, of the Peac^,. 



E u Town 



( i8 ) 



Town of Madraspatnam. Jf. 

7%e INFORMATION ^/Claude Ruffel, Efq^, taken 
upon Oath before me George Andrew Ram, Coroner of 
our Lord the King for the Town of Madraipatnarn afire^^ 
fcud^ on an Inquifition held at the Company s Garden^ 
boufej about a mile dijiant from Fort St. George, within 
the DifiriEls of the faidTown^ on the View of the Body of 
the Right Honourable George Lord Pigot, there lying 
dead I andy by Adjournment^ at the Houfe of Mr. 
George Smith (Foreman on thefaidlnquejl)^ in the f aid 
Fort. 

THIS Informant on his oathj faith. That he firft knew Lord 
Pigot in the year 1 754, when his Lordfhip came from Viza- 
gapatnara to Madras, to fucceed to the government of that place. 
This Informant's intimacy with Lord Pigot commenced on this In- 
formant's arrival in England in the year 1772; but he became more 
particularly intimate with Lord Pigot, fince his Lordfhip's appointment 
in March 1775 to the government of Madras, and this Informant's 
appointment to a feat in Council at that place about the fame time. 
This Informant embarked in April 1775, on the (hip Grenville, 
with his Lordfhip, and they arrived here the 9th of December fol- 
lowing; fince which this Informant has hardly been a day fepa rate 
from his Lordfhip, excepting the time of Lord Pigot's abfence at 
Tanjour. 

On the 24th of Auguft laft in the evening, there was a meeting 
in the council-room (but not a confultation) of the following gentle- 
men ; namely. Lord Pigot, Governor; Mr. Dalrymple, Mr. Stone, 
Mr. Lathom, and this Informant, of the Council ; Colonel James 
Stuart, ading Commander in Chief; Mr. Sullivan, Military Secre- 
tary ; 
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tary; Mr. Baine, hi$ deputy ; ?nd this Informant bjelieves, Mr. 
-Qakeley, Civil .Secretary was ^Ifo prefent part of the time. .Colonel 
•Stuart had been the day before appointed by Lord Pjgot and the 
.above-naiped gentlemen of the Council, to ihe command of the 
army, on Sir Robert Fletcher's (the Commander in Chief) having 
teen put ^n arreft, for an attempt to raife a mutiny in the garrifon 
of Fort St. Geprgp : Colonel James Stuart's appointment had been 
declared in public orders, and he (Colonel James Stuart) had re- 
ceived from Jiputenaot Pepdergaft, the ^ own Adjutant, an official 
copy of thofe orders; ijrhich orders at thj? meeting beforeoientioned, 
he engaged to circvil^te to the out garrifons that very night. 

After the\n>eeting v^as over, about eight o'clock in the evening, 
Lord Fagot went out in his chaife vvith Colonel Janies Stuart, as this 
Informant has reafpn tp believe, from hearing Colonel James Stuart 
fay to Lord PigQt, th.at he {Colonel Stuart) depended on his Lord- 
fliip for a caft to tlje Company's Garden-houfe, where they were to 
fup. Mr. P^lrymple. Mr. Latham, and this Informant followed 
foon jrfter pa foot ; petiween the fecond Bridge and the Company's 
Gard^n-houfe, they met with Mr. Stratton's carriage and Mr. 
^lackay'8 chaife going tofyards the Fort (this Informant thinks alfo 
Sir Rpbert FletcliMer's carriage). This Informant then haftened to 
the Qar^en-houjCe, in order to acquaint Lord Pigot with this, as it 
appeared Arange, jdvit they (who had been fufpended from the 
Poiyipany 's fervice the day before) (hould be going to the Fort at that 
time of night, particularly, as this Informant knew that. Mr. Mackay 
had an entertainment at his boufe in the country. This Informant, 
not finding Lgrd figpt at the Company's Garden-houfe, wrote a note 
with^ pencil tpacqu^aint his Lordihip of this circumftance, and gave it 
to a Peon to go in queft of his Lordfhip. Sonxe time clapfed without 
hearing any thing of Lord Pigot, which made this Informant and his 
Lordftiip's friends at the Garden-houfe very uneafy ; Mr. Baine, the 
Deputy Secretary, foon after cam;e out on horfeback to acquaint this 
Informant and Lord Pigpt's friends at the Garden-houfe, that Meflrs. 
George Strattqn,Sir Robert Fletchier, Henry Brooke, Charles Floyer, 
Archdale Palmer, Francis Jourdan» and George Mackay, had taken 
poQeflion of the Council- room* 

Hearing foon after, that Lord Pigot had been carried a prifoner to 
the Mount, this Informant thought it his duty, as fecond in Coun- 
cil, to repair immediately to the Fort. In his way thither, this In- 
formant met wik Ma Stone, who accompanied this Informant ; 

5 when 
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when they entered the Fort and came near to the main guard, thrs 
Informant met the Town Major, Captain Wood, who told this In- 
formant, that he (Captain Wood) had been put under an arreft for 
doing his duty. This Informant therefore diredled the Town Ad- 
jutant, Lieutenant Pendergaft, who happened to be near, to go to 
the Captain of the main guard, and acquaint him, that it was his 
order, in the abfence of Lord Pigot, that the guards ihould ftand to 
their arms : obferving that the Captain of the main guard (Captain 
Adair) hefitated to comply with thofe orders, this Informant went 
himfelf to Captain Adair, and repeated his orders, apprifing Captain 
Adair of the danger of refufing obedience, as this Informant was the 
commanding officer in the abfence of Lord Pigot, under whofe orders 
the guards were; Captain Adair feemed to be much alarmed, and 
muttered fomething about the Commander in Chief; upon which 
this Informant afked Captain Adair, if he had received any orders 
contrary to what this Informant then gave him ; Captain Adair an- 
fwered in a confufed manner, that he had received orders from the 
Commander in Chief: about this time a croud of officers aflembled 
round, and as the guard appeared to be (landing to their arms, part 
having already fallen in, this Informant was advancing towards their 
front, when Colonel James Stuart came up to this Informant, and 
told him he mud go to the Confultation-room : this Informant re- 
plied he was not under the orders of Colonel Stuart ; but on the 
contrary, that he was under the orders of this Informant : fome more 
words to the fame tendency pafTed between Colonel Stuart and this 
Informant, when Colonel Stuart called out for orderlies, ordering 
them to feize this Informant ; Colonel Stuart at the fame time laying 
hold of this Informant ; Lieutenant-colonel Eidingtoun and Captain 
Barclay, each feizing this Informant by the arm ; this Informant call-- 
ed out to the officer of the guard for affiftarKe, but in vain, although 
fome of the grenadiers did ftep out of their ranks. In this manner^ 
this Informant was dragged by Colonel James Stuart, Lieutenant- 
colonel James Eidingtoun, and Capt. Barclay, fome orderlies pu(hing 
this Informant behind, to the Council-room ; where this Informant 
found Meffi-s. George Stratton, Sir Robert Fletcher, Henry Brooke, 
Charles Floyer, Archdale Palmer, Francis Jourdan, and George 
Mackay, fitting at the Council-table. This Informant was detained 
in the Council-room, until Colonel James Stuart didated a narrative 
of what had pafied upon the Parade to Mr. Jourdan, who appeared 
to ad as Secretary. Mr. Stratton, who aded as Prefident, aflced this 
Informant what he had to fay in anfwer ; this Informant replied, that 
^9 did not know by what authority they fat there, and therefore 
& ihould 
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fhould make no anfwer to their queftion (or words to that effed)* 
Colonel James Stuart thereupon received orders, from the perfons 
before mentioned) to declare on the Parade, that this Informant was 
fufpended from the fervice, after which they allowed this Informant 
to retire. The fame night this Informant wrote an account of what 
had happened in the Fort, to Lord Pigot, which, to this Informant's 
knowledge. Lord Pigot received. 

Early next morning this Informant went to the Mount, and found 
Lord Pigot in confinement, who related to this Informant the par- 
ticulars of his feizure, as he could find opportunities, being at that 
time ftriaiy guarded by Major Home, at whofe houfe his Lordftiip 
was, or the Officers on duty, without whofe permiffion this In- 
formant underflood that his Lordfliip could not converfe in private 
with his friends. This informant alfo heard the fame morning from 
Q)mmodore Sir Edward Hughes (commander in chief of his Ma- 
jefty's fquadron in India), that Lord Pigot had been denied the privi- 
lege of fpeaking with him (Sir Edward Hughes) in private ; Major 
Home fome time afterwards relaxed in the ftridnefs of the manner 
in which he guarded Lord Pigot. 

This Informant has feen a copy of an order to Major Hoirne from 
Colonel James Stuart, direding Major Home to receive into his 
charge the body of Lord Pigot, dated the 24th of Auguft. This 
Informant does not recoiled^ the particulars, as the order was long. 

On Sunday the 25th of Auguft laft. Major Home fhewed this 
Informant an order which he had juft received from the Fort, figned 
by Meffrs. George Stratton, Sir Robert Fletcher^ Henry Brooke, 
Charles Floyer, Archdale Palmer, Francis Jourdan, and George 
Mackay ; that latter part of which order was conceived in thefe 
wards : ** J^s the laji refource in cafe of an attempt to refcue Lord 
** Pigot^ his life mujl anfwer it ; and this ycu %vill ftgnify to 
" him*^ Shortly after this Informant communicated this to Com- 
modore Sir Edward Hughes, reprefenting to him that there feemed 
to be a propriety in demanding, as his Majefty's Officer, a fight of 
an order fo veiy extraordinary in its nature, which he accordingly 
did ; and Major Home, in confequence, (hewed him the faid order 
in prefence of Lord Pigot, Mr. Dalrymple, Mr. Monckton, and this 
Informant. Some days afterwards this Informant made an affidavit 
before Mr. John Turing, then Mayor (who is one of the Jurors on 
thi« Inqueft}, of the truth of th€ above order, copy of which affidavit 

he 
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he ndw delivers in to the Corotier. This Informiafit does not ItAow 
whether Major Home did adqasint Lord Pigot with thi» ordet ; but 
this Informant did hifnfelf ^x:quaint Lord Pigdt with it> though not 
irbmediately, nor for one of two days. 

This InforiAotit does not bcKeve that the drdet was ever with- 
drawn, and he knows that neither Lord Pigot, nor aAj of his friends^ 
could procure from Major Home a copy of this order, though 
Major Hornc fiirnilhed his Lord&ip with cdpics of other otde'rs. 

This Informant refided conftantly at the Mount from the day of 
Lord Pigot's confinement, until hid removal frdm thence to the 
Company's Garden^houfe. 

On the ^y\h of Auguft laft, between the hours of eleven and 
twelve at night, an attempt vfras ir^de to remove Lord Pigot front 
the Mount. This Informant had that evening made a vifit to a 
gentleman's houfe^ about four miles diftant frbrii the Mount ; on his 
return to the Mount after tnidhight, a fervant came running to him id 
great agitation, and told him in Moors, that an officer was come with 
Sepoys, and was fighting with Lord Pigot. This Informant ran to 
Major Home's houfe, Where he found Lord Pigot, Major H<>rt)e, 
Lieutenant- coloilel Eidingtoun, Mr. Monckton, Mr. Dalrymple> 
and Mr. Lathom, in front of the houfe in high wordi ; tpon this 
Informant's joining them, and enquiring into the matter, he found 
that Lieutenant-colonel Eidingtoun had come with an intent to carry 
Lord Pigot aWay. This Informant ought to have mentioned- that 
in his way to Major Home's, he met with one of Lord Pigot's Peons, 
who informed him that therewere parties of men planted on the 
road to Gingee, whither an officer was going to remove his Lordihip. 

At the time this Informant arrived the fray was almoft at an end. 
This Informant never in his life faw Lord f igot fo much agitated. 
Soon after Lieutenant-colonel Eidingtoun defifted from attempting 
to remove Lord Pigot, who retired upon Major Hornets telling him 
that he fhould remain fafe for that night. This Informant after- 
wards heard Mr. Monckton and Mr. Dalrymple reproach Lieutenant- 
colonel Eidingtoun for not declaring whither he had intended to carry 
Lord Pigot ; from which this Informant underftood that Lieutenant- 
colonel Eidingtoun had refufed to produce any orders. This In- 
formant mentioned, in the hearing of thofe gentlemen, that he had 
been told that Gingee was the place deftined for Lord Pigot's recep- 
tion. 
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tion. After the foregoing attempt Lord Pigot applied to Commo- 
dore Sir Edward Hughes for the protedion of the King's flag ; find- 
ing that application ineffedual, he applied to the Mayor's court, by 
petition, for a writ of Habeas Corpus, but equally without fuccefs. 
Sometime before the arrival of the Lionefs Indiaman, Lord Pigot 
and his friends had received accounts that it was publickly faid in 
Calcutta that it was intended to fend Lord Pigot home on board that 
fhrp. The Lionefs arrived on the 2d of January, on the 3d their 
alarms were fet on float by reports from the Fort, that Meflrs. 
George Stnitton, Henry Brooke, Archdale Palmer, Francis Jourdan, 
George Mackay, and Colonel James Stuart were deliberating about 
fending Lord Pigot to England, and more efpecially, as about that 
time Lord.Pigot's friends underftood that the gratification promifed 
to the troops on the 25th of Auguft laft, was diftributing to the 
garrifon. On the 4th, thefe reports were confirmed by Captain Larkins 
of the (hip Lionefs, who acquainted this Informant ^that it had been 
propofed to him by one of the fix gentlemen before mentioned, then, 
and ftill in power, to receive Lord Pigot on board his (hip Lionefs, 
and to carry his Lordfhip home a prifoner* 

Lord Pigot being informed of this, thought it advifable not ta 
ftir out of Major Home's houfe, where he kept clofe until the 8th 
of January, when he ventured abroad, in confequence of Major 
Home's fhewing him a note from Mr. Stratton, acquainting Major 
Home that he and the other gentlemen in the adminiftration had 
coihe to a refolution not to fend Lord Pigot home. Subfequent to 
this note an official information was rdceived by Major Home from 
Mr. Secretany Sullivan, dated the 20th of January, purporting that 
Meflrs. George Stratton, Henry Brooke, Archdale Palmer, Francis 
Jourdan, George Mackay, and Colonel James Stuart, had come to 
a refolution not to fend Lord Pigot home upon the Lionefs. This 
intimation appeared fo ambiguous that it revived the alarms of Lord 
Pigot and his friends, which had begun to fubfide in fome degree, 
particularly as on the 17th of January they had come to the know- 
ledge of the draft of a letter of the Secretary, to Major Hornc, dated 
the 12th of January, exadtly correfponding with the note before 
mentioned, from Mr. Stratton, fetiing forth, *' that in confequence of 
" a letter from Major Horne^ ivhich 'was laid before the Board 
" that day^ they had come to a refolution not to fend Lord Pigot to 
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This Informant begs leave to lay before the Jury a copy of the 
No. 2\ letter to Major Home of the 21ft of January, with a remark of his 
Lordftiip's upon it, which are the words his Lordfliip communicated 
to Major Home, when Major Home fhewed him the faid letter. 

This Informant obferved, that Lord Pigot was naturally very re- 
ferved, but on this occafion his Lordfhip did frequently, by his dif- 
courfe, give this Informant reafon to believe that his Lordfhip was 
much hurt by it, and particularly by the letter of the 12th of January* 
This Informant heard from Lord Pigot, that he told Major Home 
that he (Lord Pigot) had heard of the intention of fending him (Lord 
Pigot) home, but that he would keep to Major Home's houfe, and 
was determined not to be taken away alive. And this Informant 
confidently believes that fuch was his firm refolution, becaufe that 
this Informant himfelf fecretly furniflied Lord Pigot with piftols, 
as the means of making refiftance, and thefe piftols his Lordftiip 
kept in conftant readinefs till the morning of his removal to the 
Garden-houfe, when as this Informant underftands, from Lord Pigot's 
European fervant, Lord Pigot gave him particular orders to ihake 
the priming out of the piftols. This Informant has further to add, 
that Lord Pigot acquainted him that Major Home had read to him 
(Lord Pigot) a letter, which he (Major Home) had addrefl^ed to Mr. 
George Stratton, acquainting Mr. Stratton that Lord Pigot had con- 
fined himfelf to the houfe, and declared his refolution not to be taken 
away alive. 

In general, during Lord Pigot's confinement, his health appeared 
to be very good until the 5th or 6th of March laft, when his illnefs 
firft appeared to be ferious, though, upon comparing circumftances, 
it was evident to his friends that Lord Pigot's health for eight, nine, 
or ten days, previous to that period, was not fo good as ufual ; and 
they were convinced that his diforder had for fome time been lurking 
in his body : this diforder (which the furgeons reprefented to be a 
bilious diforder) increafcd to a great height ; Lord Pigot, however, 
grew better about the latter end* of March ; in the beginning of 
April Lord Pigot relapfed, and grew daily weaker till the 28ih of 
April, when, by the recommendation of the furgeon to Lord Pigot, 
his Lordftiip was removed to the Company's Garden-houfe for the 
benefit of the fea air. ' 

This Informant underftands that* permiflion for his Lordftiip's 
removal was obtained in confequence of an alarming letter from 

Major 
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Major Home to Mr. George Stratton, wherein Major Hornc r.^prc- 
fentcd, ** That in his opinion Lord Pigot could not fiirvivc a Ilw 
days." This Informant has heard that this letter produced an order 
from one of the Secretary's to the furgcon, Mr. Paflcy, to ilie fol- 
lowing purport: ^* That as they (the people in power) had iniDniuw 
*' tion that the ftate of Lord Pigot's health was fuch as to render a 
" change of air neceflary, he (Lord Pigot) might be removed wherever 
*' Mr. Pafley thought proper to recommend;" which order this In- 
formant had feen. 

This Informant has likewife heard that a letter was about the fame 
time forwarded to Major Home, much to the fame purport, and 
making an offer of the Company's Garden-houfe. This Jnlormant 
believes that thefe letters w^cre received on the 26th of April, but 
were concealed from Lord Pigot; the day following, being Sunday 
the 27th, Mr, Pafley acquainted Lord Pigot, *' That it would be 
** neceflary towards his recovery, that he (Lord Pigot) fliould be "re- 
" moved to the fea-coaft, and propofed the Garden-houfe as the moil 
** convenient and fuitable place." To which Lord Pigot confented, add 
was accordingly removed a little after day-break the next morning. 
Till this time Lord Pigot had been under the ufual reftraint; but 
when this Informant accompanied Lord Pigot from the Mount to 
the Garden-houfe, this Informant faw no guards, or appearance of 
reftraint whatever, which this Informant conceived to be in confider- 
ation of Lord Pigot's reduced ftate of health ; and as Major Home 
drove on in his carriage to the Company's Garden houfe, this In- 
formant took it for granted that Lord Pigot was ftill in the cuftody 
of Major Home. Major Home went away from the Company's 
Garden-houfe foon after the arrival of Lord Pigot. 

The evening of the fame day Mr. Monckton related to this In- 
formant what had juft paflTed between him and Major Home to 
the following purport : That the people in power had been very 
angry that Major Home had fuff^ered Lord Pigot to leave the Mount 
without a guard, and that they had ordered Major Home again to 
take charge of Lord Pigot's perfon. This Informant alfo heard that 
the Town Major, Mr. Sydenham, had been at the Company's, 
Garden-houfe, and had ordered the Subfidar to obey the orders of 
Miijor Home. 

Soon sifter this Informant underftood that Major Home, before 
^oing away, gave frefti orders to the centinels. This Informant put 
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a fervant to inquire what thefe orders were; the fervar^t brought 
back word, that they were to prevent any perfon entering with arms. 
About two days afterwards this Informant learnt that a private tent 
had been pitched at the gate of the Company's Garden-houfe in the 
evening, and a ferjeant pofted there. This Informant took an opportu- 
nity when night came on to go the ferjeant, and to a{k him his bufinefs 
there. The ferjeant told this Informant that he had been placed thereby 
order of Major Home, to fee and keep things quiet, and fee that the 
Sepoys did their duty. This Informant has fince learned from his 
European fervant, named Howard, that the ferjeant had acquainted 
him (Howard) that part of his bufinefs was to make a report at night 
to Major Home of whatever tranfpired the preceding day. And 
this Informant has likewife fince hetird, that part of the orders to 
the centinels was particularly to prevent the Nabob's people coming 
near the houfe. This Informant was told this by a gentleman (who 
underftands the country language perfedlly) who himfelf had it from 
one of the centinels. 

The ferjeant remained at the Company's Garden*houfe, and the 
laft time that this Informant faw him there, was about an hour 
before Lord Pigot's funeral. 

This Informant believes that Mr. Pafley, the furgeon, who con- 
ftantly attended Lord Pigot during his illnefs, had acquainted Mr. 
George Stratton of the daogerous fituation of his Lordfhip, for this 
reafon, that one day about noon, this Informant thinks it was 
Thurfda/ the 8th of May, Mr. Pafley acquainted this Informant 
and Mr. Monckton, that Mr. Stratton had told him (Pafley) that 
Lord Pigot had, before his departure for Tanjour, told him (Stratton) 
*' that in cafe of accident his (Lord Pigot's) will, and Mrs. Monck- 
ton's marriage fettlement, were in a bureau which was in the 
Fort-houfe." 

Mr. Pafley, during Lord Pigot's whole illnefs, never acquainted 
this Informant in exprefs words that Lord Pigot was paft recovery, 
till Saturday the loth .inftant, in the forenoon. But from Mr. 
Pafley 's having fome days before expreflfed a folicitude that Lord 
Pigot fliould fettle his afi^airs, this Informant judged that there were 
no hopes of his Lordfliip's recovery. 

On Sunday the iilh of May, in the forenoon, this Informant 
heard from liis fervant Howard, that, the ferjeant had told him 
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(Howard) that^Major Home had the preceding night defired 
(the ferjeant) to acquaint his Lordfliip's European fervant, Nut 
that Lord Pigot was no longer under confinement, and that he 
ferjeant fhould not take charge of his body, or effeds, or won 
that purpofe. This Informant, however, underftood from Hov 
that the Serjeant had not acquainted Lord Pigot's fervant, Nut 
with the order of Major Home. The fame morning this Infon 
had before heard a fimilar report from Mr. Stone, at which time 
Inforipant had remarked to Lord Pigot's friends, that he {this Infc 
ant) could not confider this as an official information. Thefe wer 
only times that this Informant received any intimation to the foreg 
cffedt, though this Informant and Mr. Monckton both lay at 
Company's Garden-houfe, and were up very late the precc 
night, fo that the ferjeant had fufficient opportunities of infon 
them, if he had thought proper. Lord Pigot died on the ill 
May, between ten and eleven o'clock in the forenoon, aged a 
fifty-eight. 

This Informant further faith, on'his oath, That fince he has kr 
Lord Pigot, he has always underftood that Lord Pigot's conftiti 
was exceedingly good } and this Informant has heard Lord Pigot 
that he had never been confined by ficknefs, nor has this Infon 
ever known him confined on account of ficknefs, till his late il 
at the Mount, of which he died. 

Since Lord Pigot's laft arrival in India, it was his general cu( 
after the marriage of his eldeft daughter, and before his con 
ment, to take an airing in an open chaife, with his youngeft daug 
for two or three miles, or further, early in the morning ; b( 
which, and from the time of his arrival. Lord Pigot conft^ 
walked out to breakfaft to the Company's Garden-houfe; after br 
^aft he generally employed himfelf in overfeeing the workmen ir 
faid Garden till ten o'clock, and fometimes later, after whicl 
returned to town in his carriage to bufinefs and dinner. From J 
Pigot's arrival till the hot weather fet in, which was about Ms 
inftead of fleeping, it was frequently his cuftom after dinner to \ 
on the fortifications, or to go to the Garden in his palanquin, 
there overfce the workmen (the latter end of March his Lord 
went to Tanjour) ; after fupper Lord Pigot conftantly returned to 
Fort (where he flept), and walked when it was moonlight. -^ 
'Lord Pigot's return from Tanjour he did not ufe to walk in 
afternoon, on account of the heat of the weather. This Inforn 
has not known any other ill efFed from this exercife, than 
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fomeiimes It has occafioned an head-ach, upon which his Lordflup 
would lay down on his couch for a little while. 

This Informant thinks that Lord Pigot*s confinement at the Mount 
did certainly deprive him of the exercife he before ufually took, 
fince, during his confinement, he never went out in a carriage but 
once, Major Home and Major Home's family being in company. 

This Informant's conftant refidence at the Mount, after Lord 
Pigot's confinement, till his removal to the Company's Garden- 
houfe, gave this Informant an opportunity of obferving the exercife 
which his LordQiip took during his confinement, when TViajor 
Home relaxed a little of the ftridnefs of it. Lord Pigot's exercife 
was in general walking down to the houfe called General Lawrence's 
houfe, where Mr. Monckton and Lord Pigot's family refided, about 
a quarter of a mile from Major Home's. Lord Pigot generally fpent 
the morning bufied in the Garden of General Lawrence's' houfe, 
attended by an OiBcer and an orderly. At one o'clock his Lordfliip 
generally returned to Major Home's houfe to dinner. In general 
his Lordfliip returned in the evening to General Lawrence's houfe, 
and would walk out with his family. Lord Pigot alfo went to the 
houfes of the other gentlemen at the Mount, which are nearer tp 
Major Home's houfe than General Lawrence's houfe isa. 

Lord Pigot fometimes, but very feldom, walked farther, butnever- 
Hnattended by the officer of the guard and an orderly. This In- 
formant further faith that from the time of Lord Pigot's firft con- 
finement to the departure of Commodore Sir Edward Hughes for 
Trincomallee, Lord Pigot was confcious of walking to any diftance 
from Major Home's houfe, on account of a body of the Nabob's 
horfemen ftationed on the Mount-plain. Thefe horfcmen were re- 
moved at length by an application from Sir Edward Hughes to the 
Nb.^ 5^ people in power, in confequence of a letter from Lord Pigot to him,. 
juft before the time of Sir Edward Hughes's failing for Trin-^. 
comallee, which was the 15th of Odober laft.. 

The acccommodations which Lord Pigot had at Major Horne's- 
houfe at the Mount, appeared to this Informant to be only a bed- 
room to the fouthward, excepting after Lord Pigot fell fick, when 
a dofet adjoining, which Major Home had before ufed as a writing- 
room, was allowed for his Lordfliip's fervant. The door of this clofet 
was commonly opened to admit, air, and his Lord (hip was obliged 
L to 
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to (hut It when he had any thing in particular to fay to any of hia 
friends. Lord Pigot had the ufe of the hall and veranda in com- 
mon with Major Home's family. Lord Pigot's bed-chamber opened 
into the hall where there was a billiard-table, at which his Lord- 
Ihip amufed himfelf during the firft part of his confinement. 

Lord Pigot was naturally very referved, and this Informant 
thinks he became more fo after his confinement. 

Lord Pigot was a man of very fenfible and delicate feelings: 
he was exceedingly temperate both in eating and drinking. 

This Informant thinks it his duty to lay before the jury fundry 
papers, which he imagines may give them fome information re- 
lative to the circumftances, which would naturally have an effect on No. 3, 
the mind of Lord Pigot during his confinement. The firft is a copy 
of a letter from Lord Pigot to the Governor General and Council 
at Bengal, which this Informant declares to be a true copy of the 
original which he faw. The fecond is an original letter from the 
Governor General and Council, in anfwer to the before-mentioned ^^' ♦' 
letter. 

The reft are copies of letters, the originals of which this Infor- 
mant has not feen. 

This Informant alfo begs leave to deliver an extrafl: of a letter 
from Lord Pigot to Edward Hughes, relative to the Nabob's horfe 
-ftationed at the Mount. 

This Informant wrote this down, as Lord Pigot diftated It to No. 5. 
him, from which a copy was taken and fent to Sir Edward Hughes. 

(Signed) Claud Russel. 

Sworn the 13th day of May, in the fe- 
venteenth year of the reign of King George 
the Third, in the Year of our Lord 1777, 
before me, 

(Signed) G. A. Ram, Coroner, 
(A true Copy.) 

William Sedgley, Clerk of the Peace, 

The 
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No. I. 7^^ Information of Claud Rujfel^ Efq. 

This Informant faith that on Sunday the -Sith, being at the 
Mount, Major Home, commanding officer, there gave him to 
perufe an order he (the Major) had received that morning, figned 
George- Stratton, Henry Brooke, Robert Fletcher, Charles. Floypr, 
Archdale Palmer, Francis Jourdan, and George Mackay, and that 
the laft paragraph of the faid order was in thefe words, *' As the laft 
*• refource, in cafe of an attempt to refcue Lord Pigot, his life muft 
** anfwer it, and this you will fignify to him.'^ 

Thi5 Informant farther faith the fame order was fpme days af- 
terwards produced to Sir Edward Hughes, the commander in. chief 
of his majcfty*s . fhips in India, in prefencc of Lord Pigot, the 
honourable Edward Monckton, Alexander Dalrymple, and this In- 
formant. 

(Signed) Claud JRussel^ 

Madraf» 3ifl Aug. 1776. 

Sworn before me, 

(Signed) John Turing, Mayor. 
A true Copy from the Paper, delivered in by Mr. RuflelL 

(Signed) G. A. Ram, Coroner* 

No. 2. To Laeutenant- colonel Horne^ commanding at the Mount. 

SIR, 

I am direded by the prefident and council to acquaint you that 
It was refolved on Tuef(;lay forenoon, the 7th inftant, that Lord Pigot 
fliould not be fent to England on the Ihip now under difpatch *• 
This I have the commands of the board to defire you will com- 
municate to his ItiOrdfhip, and at the fame time that you will iti- 
form him the Lionefs is to be difpatched on the 5th of next months 
and that any packets be may have to fend to Europe will be taken 
every poflible care of, ' 

I am, Sir^ 
Fort St. George, Your moft obedient Servant, 

2othof Jan. 1777. (Signed) R. J. SulivAn, Secretary. 

* Or upon any other (hip, until it is his Lordihip*s pleafare to embark. 

2. Lord 
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Lord Pigot told Major Home, when he gave him the letter to 
read, that if the above had been added, it would have been more 
decent and proper for his view. 

A true Copy from the Paper No. 2. delivered in by Mr. Ruflcl. 

(Signed) G. A. Ram, Coroner. 

7o the Honourable Warren Hajlitigs^ Efq. Governor General, ^'C. 

Council of Bengal. 

Honourable SJR, and SIRS, 

Major Home having this afternoon received permiffion for me to No. j. 
write to you in his prefence, I think it proper to acquaint your Ho- 
nour, &c. that having found it expedient, with the advice of my 
Council, to order Sir Robert Fletcher under arreft, for being con- 
cerned in circulating in the garrifon letters of a feditious nature. 
Colonel James Stuart, the next officer in rank, was appointed to 
the chief command of the troops. This officer, who dined with me 
at the Fort, at his own defire was invited by me to fupper at the 
Company's Garden-houfe; which invitation he accepted, and at the 
fame time acquainting me that he had no conveyance, requefted I 
would take him with me in my chaife. I that afternoon defired the 
gentlemen of the Council to meet me in the Fort ; and I direfled the 
Secretary to write to Colonel Stuart alfo, to attend, where I (hewed 
him the Commiffion of Government, and he then declared upon his 
honour that he would, that night, ilTue to the out-garrifons the 
general orders of Sir Robert Fletcher's being under arreft, if the 
tappies were detained, and they were detained accordingly. 

I then took Colonel James Stuart into my chaife; and when I was 
upon the Ifland, fomething more than half a mile from the Fort, 
my horfes were flopped by Colonel Eidingtoun, the Adjutant Ge- 
neral, wit]\ a party of Sepoys. At this inftanit of time Captain 
Lyfaght prefented himfelf on that fide of my chaife on which I was, 
with a piftol in his hand, and Colonel Stuart feizing me by the arm, 
faid, " Go out. Sir," and delivered me to the charge of Captain 
Lryfaght, who conduced me to a poft-chaife, and brought me pri- . 
foner to the Mount, where I ^as delivered into the c«ftody of Ma- 
jor Home, who at the fame time received from Captain Lyfeght the 
accompanying order ; which are the only orders, Major Home ac- 
quaints me, he has liberty to give me copies of. I remained in this 
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confinement from Saturday night the 24th of Auguft, to Thurfday 
the 27th, when between eleven and twelve at night, Colonel Eiding- 
toun arrived with frefh orders for my removal. I will leave other 
men to fay how patiently 1 bore my confinement, and with what 
propriety I conduced myfelf upon Colonel Eidingtoun's refufing to 
fliew his orders, or to make known to me whither he was to con- 
duct me. 1 thought it neceflary to declare, that I would not truft 
myfelf with a traitor who had made me prifoner, and that I 
would refift whilft life remained in me. Major Home's prudence, 
and Colonel Eidingtoun's reflediion, ftopt this violence proceeding 
further, and receiving a vifit from Sir Edward Hughes in the 
morning, I thought it prudent to demand the protedion of the 
King's flag ; and Sir Edward Hughes has, in confequence, de- 
manded a fafe-condu£t for me to his (hip. 

I have recommended to all the civil fervants of the Company, 
whom I have feen, to continue in the execution of their duty to the 
Company, in their feveral ftations. 

I am, Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 
Saint Thomas Moant, Your moft obedient humble Servant^ 

29th Aagaft, 1777* 

(Signed) Pi got. 

A true Copy from the Paper No. 3, delivered in by Mn Ruffcl. 

(Signed) G. A. RaMj Coroner. 

No. 4. To the Honourable George Lord Pigot. 

My Lord, 

We have been honoured with your letter from the Mount, dated 
the 29th Auguft, by the Triton. We had previoufly, by the 
Shrewfbury, a letter dated the 23d, from the Majority of the Coun- 
cil, which imprefled us with the deeped concern for the unhappy 
exceffes to which the diBFerences in your Councils had then pro- 
ceeded ; and although the terms of their letter, and of the protefts 
contained in it, gave us reafon to expedl the moft alarming confe- 
quences, yet we confefs the account of your confinement filled us 
with equal anxiety and furprife. 

. Having 



( 43 ) 

Having maturely weighed the fubjefl: of the refpedive advices be- 
fore U8, our duty obliges us, however reludantly, to take a part in 
thefe unhappy contentions ; and we wi(h it were poffible for us to 
reconcile it to the high efteem which we bear for your Lordfhip^s 
charadter, and the extenfive fervices you have formerly rendered to 
the Company; but the occafion is too urgent and critical to admit of 
fufpence or indecifion; we therefore deem it incumbent on us to 
declare, that the rights and powers of the Governor and Council of 
any of the Company's prefidencies are vefted, by their original Con- 
ftitution, in the Majority of the Board ; that the violence committed 
by your Lordfliip, in excluding two of the Members of the Council 
of Fort St. George from their places, was a violation of that Con- 
flitution ; that the meafures taken by the Majority to recover the 
adual Government, which of right is vefted in them, arofe from the 
neceflity of the cafe ; and that we (hall acknowledge and fupport the 
title and authority which they confequently poflefs. la doing this, 
it is fufEcient for us to know, that we are fupporting the legal and 
conftitutional Government of the Company, though we are not yet 
perfedly informed of all the train of fads which have brought the 
Government of Madras into the prefent (ituation. 

To remove every poffibility of a doubt, which your Lord(hip 
may entertain, that the whole powers of the Gdvernment exift in a 
Majority of the Members of the Council, we think it proper to tranf- 
mit you an extradl of a general letter which we have lately received 
from the Honourable the Court of Diredors, by the Lionefs, wherein 
you will find their fentiments very clearly expreffed. 

We fhould have been happy to have had it in our power, by ad- 
ing as mediators, to efFeda reconciliation between you and the other 
Members of the Council; and we fliould have preferred this method, 
had not we feared that your differences had gone too far to admit of 
it, and that a want of fuccefs in promoting that defirable end might 
have been attended with confequences more fatal than any which 
can refulc from our prefent decided refolution. 

We have thought it proper to acquaint Sir Edward Hughes with 
the part we have refolved to take on this occafion, that he may ad 
confiftently therewith, in cafe the fituation of the Company *s affairs 
ihould be fuch as to make it requifite for him to take an adive part 
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in the divifions of your GoYcrnmeatr which we eartieftly hope^ how- 
ever, will never happen. 

We are, Mj Lord, 
Your Lordflup'a moft obedient humble Servants* 

(Signed) Warren FTASTmcs^ 
J. Clave RING., 
Rm:hard. Harwell^. 
P. Francis. 

A true Copy from the Paper No. 4, delivered in by Mr. Ruflel. 

(Signed) G. A. Rajw , Coroner. 

jj^^ -^ Extra^ of a Letter from Lord Ptgot to Sir Edward Hughes^ dated 

St. Thomases Mounts iJ^thofOnober^ iTjQ. 

After all the trouble which I found myfelf under the neceffity of 
giving you, I am concerned, that on the vifit I have now the honor 
of receiving from you, you fhould meet with further requefts ; but 
I cannot help calling your attention again to my fituation. My 
health and fpirits, thank God, are good, although feparated froni 
jny family ; hut 1 have been ufed to much exercife, and this I can- 
not take, circumftanced as you fee me. I beg, therefore, that you 
will aft: the Gentlemen in the Fort (if I am to continue under a 
guard of horfeas well as foot), whether it would not be more decent 
that the Company's troop of horfe fhould be ordered on that fervice 
in the room of the Nabob's black cavalry, fcnt hither by thofe gen- 
tlemen the morning after my confinement, fevcn weeks ago, which 
you faw arrive, and now fee continue here ; for, fo guarded, I appeal 
to you whether it is advifable for me to move out of fight of the 
European guard. 

A true Copy from the Paper No.jr> dtlivered in by Mt. Ruffel. 

(Signed) G. A. Ram, Coroner. 

A true Copy. 

Wm. Se d g le y, Glfitrk .of Peaces 
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^oftm of Madkaspatijam. Jf. 

rhe INFORMATraN e/^ilfn William Sedglfej, in tB 
Service of the Eaft India Company, taken upon Qatk b§r 
JoremeG^ovgQ Andrew Ram, Coroner of our Lord the 
Ki7ig for the f aid Towny on am Inquijition taken at the 
Company s Garden-boufe^ about a Mile diflant from Fort 
St* George, on the View of the Body of the Right Ho- 
nourable George Lord Pigot, there lying dead\ and 
by Adjournment at the Houfe of Mr. George Smith 
(Foreman of the f aid Inqueji)^ in the f aid Fort. 

THIS Informant, on his oath, faith, That he came down to 
Madras from the northward, in February 1776, which was 
the firft time he ever faw Lord Pigot. He has remained in the Set- 
tlement ever (ince. This Informant is particularly acquainted with 
the circumftances of his Lordlhip's feizure, being employed as his 
Lordfliip's attorney at law^.and of courfe has made frequent vilits 
to his Lordftiip during his confinement at the Mount ; but he does 
not particularly recolledl ever to have been taken afide by his Lord- 
fhip into his own room till the evening of the 6th of January laft, 
when, upon a vifit he paid his Lordfhip at Major Home's houfe at 
the Mount, where his Lordfhip was confined, his Lordfhip did this 
Informant that honor; and the converfation naturally turning upon 
the report which prevailed of an intention to fend his Lordfhip 
forcibly on board the Lionefs Indiaman, by order of the Gentlemen 
who form the prefent Council, his Lorclfhip declared, with very 
unufual warmth and energy, that he would not go from that houfe 
alive, and (this Informant thinks, with an oath) repeated the words 
more than once. Ihis Informant was fo much afl'eded and agi- 
tated at the manner in which theie words were fpoken, that he al- 
moft immediately took his leave. 
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As this Informant has had but a bad ftate of health fincei he has 
not had manj opportunities of feeing his Lordfhip. 

(Signed) Wm. Sed6LET« 

Sworn the 15th day of May, in the feven- 
teenth year of the reign of King George the 
Third, and in the year of our Lord 1777, 
before me, 

(Signed) G* A. Ram, Coroner. 

A true Copy. 

Wm.Sedgley, Clerk of Peace. 
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Town of Madras? ATNAM. Jf. 

rhe INFORMATION of ]ohn Maxwell Stone, Efq. 
taken upon Oath before me George Andrew Ram, his 
Majejiys Coroner for the Tcnvn of Madrafpatnanoi afore-- 
faidy on an Inquifuion held at the Company s Garden- 
houfe^ about a Mile dijiant from Fort St. George, within 
the DiJiriEis of the f aid Town^ on the Fiew of the Body of 
the Right Honourable George Lord Pigot, there lying 
dead\ andy by Adjournment^ at the Houfe of Mr. George 
Smith (Foreman of the f aid Inquejl)^ in thefaid Fort. 

THIS Informant, on his oath, faith, That he has known the 
faid Lord Pigot near twenty-two years fince his f this Inform- 
ant's) arrival in India. Lord Pigot always appeared to him to have 
enjoyed an extraordinary good ftate of health : and (ince his Lord* 
ihip's laft arrival in India, and previous to his confinement at the 
Mount, this Informant never knew him confined by ficknefs; nor 
did he ever know that his Lordihip has taken medicines from the 
furgeons. 

Lord Pigot was accuftomed to take frequent exercife whllft Gover- 
nor of Madras, both before his going to England, and fince his re- 
turn. He always flept in the Fort. He ufed to ride out in a chaife 
in a morning to breakfail at the Company's Garden-houfe, and fre- 
quently took a long ride. After breakfaft, his Lordihip generally 
amufed himfelf in the Garden, till about ten o'clock, when bufinefs 
ufually called him to the Fort, to which he generally returned in his 
carriage. After dinner, if he did not fleep, he frequently went upon 
the fortifications. In the evening, he generally drove out in his 
chaife to the Company's Gardens, or took a long ride. He always 
fupped at the Gardea*houfe, and drove in after (upper to the Fort.. 

Q Lord 
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Lord Pigot was made a prifoner on the Iflandthe 24tli of Auguft 
laft, and carried to St. Thomas's Mount, where he was delivered 
into the cuflody of Major Home. This Informant has heard the 
particulars of Lord Pigot's feizure from his Lordfliip ; but as this 
Informant was not prefent when Lord Pigot was taken, he cannot 
fpeak of it from his own knowledge. Soon after, this Informant 
received notice from the perfons who had feized on the Government 
of this Settlement, viz. Meffrs. George Stratton, Sir Robert Fletcher, 
Henry Brooke, Charles Floyer, Archdale Palmer, Francis Jourdan, 
and George Mackay, that diey had thought proper to fufpend him 
from his feat at the Council Board. 

V On the 28th of Auguft, in the morning, Captain Elphinftone, of 
the Triton Indiaman, came to this Informant's houfe in the Fort, 
and acquainted him, with the utmoft appearance of aftoniihment, 
that an attempt had been made, between eleven and twelve o'clock 
the night before, to remove Lord Pigot from the Mount, and that 
this Informant would foon hear enough to aftonifh him. This In* 
formant went to the Mount the fame day in the evening; he faw 
Major Home in the garden, and alked him if he (this Informant) 
might have permiflion to fpeak to his Lordfliip, as this Informant 
underftood that no one was permitted to fpeak to Lord Pigot but in 
Major Horne's prcfcncc. Major Home pointed to his Lordfbip, 
who was walking in the veranda. This Informant went up to im 
Lordlhip, and afked him how he did. When Lord Pigot anfwered 
him, this Informant obferved that his Lordlhip was exceeding hoarfe. 
This Informant told his Lordfhip that he had got a very bad cold. 
Lord Pigot replied, that he had no cold, that his hoarfenefs was qc« 
caHoned by exerting his voice very much the night before when 
the attempt was made to remove him. His Lordfliip feemed agi- 
tated, and a good deal uneafy. 

On the 4th of Odober laft, this Informant went to live at the. 
Mount, where he conftantly refided from that time to his Lordfliip's 
removal from thence to the Company's Garden-houfe on the 4i8th 
of April laft. His Lordftiip's ufual exercife, during that time, was 
to walk down to Mr. Monckton's houfe, being about five or fix hnn-* 
dred yards diftance. Mr. Monckton and Lord Pigot^s family refided 
at the houfe called General Lawrences houfe. During his Lord- 
fliip's confinement at the Mount his Lordfliip ufed to employ him- 
felf in the garden of the faid houfe, and generally returned back to 
dinner at Major Home's houfe. In the afternoon his exercife was 
6 generally 
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|;enerally the fame ; fometimes he flept in the afternoon, and fom^-* 
times not. This Informant has known his Lord (hip take longer 
walks in the environs of the Mounts and fometimes to the top of 
the Mount. He only once went out in a chaife with Major Home 
and his family^ and the bfficers of his Lordfhip's guard. His Lord* 
!fliip was always attended by an officer^ and an orderly man. And 
during the time of the firft Quarter Seflions, after his confinement^ 
he was attended .by two orderlies. 

The accommodations which Lotd iPigbt had in Major Home's 
houfe at the Mounts were only one room, which was his bed-room, 
about thirty feet by eighteen ; on the weft end of the room there was 
a fmall paffiige and a clofet ; the paflfage Major Home generally made 
ufe of to write in; the clofet was ufed as a lumber clofet for the 
family; one door of his Lord(hip's room opened into the paflfagey 
and another door into the halU which, together with the verandat 
his Lordfliiphad the ufe of, in common with Major Home's family» 
and the officers and others .who vifited there. 

This Informant has reafon to believe, that a letter was written 
(having feen a copy of an anfwer to fuch letter) in Odober, by 
Mr. George Stratton, Mr. Henry Brooke, Sir Robert Fletcher^ 
CSiarles Floyer, Arcfadale Palmer, Francis Jourdan, and George 
Mackay, to the Governor General and Council at Bengal, repre- 
fenting the danger of fuflFering Lord Pigot to remain here, and 
the neceffity of fending him to England. This Informant believes 
that they expreflfed a wifih to have the fanftion of the Governor 
General and Council of Bengal for doing fo. The anfwer from 
Bengal, copy of which this Informant has feen, was, as well as he 
can recoiled;, dated fometime in November; the Governor General 
and Council of Bengal (as it appeared to this Informant) therein 
encouraged Mr. Stratton and his aflbciates to carry the meafure 
into execution^ but declined taking upon themfelves any part of the 
refponfibility. This Informant believes it was fome time in Odober laft 
that Lord Pigot heard that fuch a letter had been written to Bengal ; 
but it was not until about the 20th of January, that he faw copies 
of the letters to and from Bengal. Indeed his Lordfhip underftopd 
fome time in November, that an anfwer had been received from 
Bengal, utterly difapproving of the meafure. About the beginning 
of January, a report had prevailed on the Settlement, at the time 
of the arrival of the Lionefs Indiaman from Bengal, that Mr. 
George Stratton, Mr. Henry Brooke, Gqlonel James Stuart, Mr. 
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Archdale Viimeu Mr. Francis JcMirdan^ md Mr. George Maclevf^ 
(the perfonti then ading as Governor and Council of this pboc) 
meant to fend his Lordlhip to England by force. 

On the 4th of January at ni^^ Lord Pigot acqtBUoted thii lo* 
formant) that he nnderftood fuch was their intentiony and that be 
had dedred Major Horne to acquaint them, that every thing imviag^ 
been referred to the Company, he ihoold wait with patience for 
their determination ; but that he never would be taken away alive» 
Some few days afterwards his Lord(hip gave this Informant a copy 
of the letter which Major Home had written to Mn Stcattoa, in fai» 
Lord(hip'6 hand-writing, which this Informant begs fe«ve to hy 
before the jury, many of whom are well acquainted with his Lord^ 
fliip's hand. On the 7th, Major Home received a note, this In* 
formant believes from Mr. Stiatcon, to acquaint Ma^or Horae that 
he (Mr. Scratton) and his Council had juft cpme to a iriblution not 
to fend his LorcUhip home by force. Aa diis note ivas Iran M^. 
Stratton only, and not an official letter, it was not fttfficiott 10 
eafe the minds of Lord Pigot's friends, particularly as it did no( 
appear that any notice had been taken of n letter wluch had been 
written to Mr. Secretary Oakely, the 6th of Jainuary^ by many ttf 
the Company's fervants and inhabitants of the place, coatainhig: 
a proteft: againft fending Lord Pigot home by forces Tfaefr AppVa^ 
henfions were increafed by a report that about the izth of the (aid 
.month, Mr. Stratton bad aflfured Mr. Pafley, that ah official letter 
was prepared, and would be fent ta his LordSfhip, eacpreffidg^ the ns^ 
foluttons of Mr. Stratton and the gentlemen before mentionedf not 
to remove his Lordfhip by force. No fuch letter was received ; on the 
contrary, on or about the i6th of January, Lord Pigot received a 
paper from ibme perfoa, this Informant does not know who it was, 
containing a draft of a letter, which appears thereby to have beeth 
intended to have been written on the i2tb of the fame month,, 
but which appears by the remarks on it, to have been dif^^roved 
by ibme of thefe gentlemen. This Informant muft obferve to- 
the jury, that Lord Pigot always took copies himfelf of any papera 
containing information which be received privately, and deftroyed 
the papers tfaemfelves, to prevent a difcovery of the perfons from 
whom he got his information* The paper which this Infotmant 
now begs leave to deliver in, is all in his Lordfhip's hand- writing,, 
except the name Mathewy which was iniertcd by this Informant 
inftead of James. s 
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Oo the »^ft af Jti^u^^ry »t noon, a letter wat received by Ma]or^ 
Horoe from Mr. Secretary Sullivan, t copy of which, wrote like-' 
^ife in Lord Pigot's handt thit luformant aeliirer$ now in; and ^t 
aproof of the imprefllon which it made oa his Lordship's mind, thi$ 
iofofmant h«g8 leave to refer the jury to the noie or obferyatioa 
made th^eoii hy his Lordfliipt which is alfa ia hia Lord(hip*a 
hand^writiog. Coofidering the nature of the refolutiori fai4 
to have been come to as mentioned in the iaid letter^ and the dlf- 
tance of time between the taking of the faid rerolution^ mentioned 
in the letter to be the 7th of January, and the date of the letter, 
viz, the 18th of January, it is. not furprifing that Lord Pigot 
and his friends fhould ftill be under a ftste of anxiety and fufpence, 
particularly as another fliip, the Prince of Wales, was expeded to 
arrive from Bengal in a (hort time, and to be difpatched for Europe. 

The anxiety which the whole of this tranfaSioh occafioned in 
kis Lordihip's mind, was, this Informant thinks, apparent, ajs Lord 
PigoC nefwlafter a|>peftred to this Informant to have thofe fpirits that 
he had before, which this Informant imputed to the eflFe6; which the 
intended removal had on Lord Pigot, and which ieemed to hang 
Ml his mind, as he frequently mentioned the matter to this In** 
formant, and even once in a very particular manner, after his Lord« 
i^p waa taken ill. This was. not only apparent to this Informant, 
but alio to this Informant's family. This Informant obferves, that 
aU the papers which he has delivered in, he received from his 
Lordfhips own band. Captain Larkins c^ the Lionefs Indiaman, 
told this Infomunt that be (Larkins) had been fpoken to by one 
of the gentlemen of Mr. Stratton*s Council (wh6re name Captain 
Larkins would not mention, but who, as this Informant afterwards 
heard, was Colonel James Stuart) regarding fending Lord Pigot 
to England on his (llarkins) fhip, and that he (Larkins) not feeming 
willing to receive Lord Pigot on board if put by force, was given 
to onderftand that if he did not, he would be turned out of the 
ihip. This Informant advifed Captain Larkins, if it fhould come to 
that extremity, to receive Lord Pigot on board, and that this In^* 
formant would order a fhip; whereof this Informant was part 
owner, then lying in the road, to follow him to fea, and take his 
Lor<l{hip out. Captain Larkins replied. That whatever his Lordfhip 
defired him to do he would do. This Informant has feen a copy of 
the orders from Colonel James Stuart, which were delivered to 
Captain Lylaght and to Major Home, regarding the manner of 
his Lordihip'a confinement; lie has likewUe feen' copy of a fub- 
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fcquent order, which he undcrftands was given to Major Home, by 
Mcffrs. George Stratton, Sir Robert Fletcher, Henry Brooke, 
Charles Floyer, Archdale Palmer, Francis Jourdan, and George 
Mackay, within a day or two after his Lordflhip's confinement ; the 
fubftance of which was, that in cafe of any attempt to refeue-Lord 
Pigot, his life muftanfwcr for it. This order was ihewn to his 
Lordfliip immediately, or very foon after Major Home received it, 
and this Informant believes was never withdrawn, but temauieit 
in force whilft his Lordfhip remained in confinement. 

Lord Pigot had never any fword or other arms during his confine- 
ment, and to the beft: of this Informant's remembrance, it was ex* 
prefsly direded in the order which Major Home received, that his 
Lorddiip fhould not be fuflFered to carry arms. 

Lord Pigot appeared to enjoy a good flate of health until the 
latter end of December or beginning of January. This Informant 
has already faid, that his Lordfhip' s fpirits from that time appeared 
not fo good as before, but that he feemed full of anxiety. His* 
Lord(hip was taken ill fome time between the ift and 8th of March.. 

Lord Pigot was removed from the Mount the 28th of April laflJ 
in the morning, as Mr. Pafley had judged a removal nearer the fear 
abfolutely neceflary for him. On the 26th of April, Mr. Pafley 
propofed to Mr. Ruflel, Mr. Monckton, and to this Informant, that 
Lord Pigot fhould be removed either to the Company^s Garden^ 
houfe, or Mr. Monckton^is houfe on Choultry plain. This Informant 
does not know whether Mr. Pafley had before mentioned it to Mr. 
Stratton, but on the fame day a letter was received by Major Home 
from Mr. Secretary Sullivan, acquainting him that as a removal 
was judged neceflary for the reftoration of his Lordfiiip*s health, 
they^ the perfons in pofleflion of the government, had iia objedioa 
to Lord Pigot'^s being removed to whatever place Mr. Pafley and his 
Lordfliip fliould think proper ; and in ca(e the Garden-houfe flioulci 
be preferred, it fliouM be fitted up for his Lordfliip^s reception. 
The next day, being the 27th, Mr. Pafley broke the matter to his 
Lordfliip, and his Lordfhip confented to go to the Garden-houfe, of 
which Major Home advifed Mr. Secretary Sullivan, and Lord 
Pigot was removed the next morning early. This Informant thea 
thought Lord Pigot was in a very dangerous way. 

This 
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This Informant believes that it was on the 9th of May that Mr* 
Pafley firft exprefled to him (this Informant) apprehenfions of the 
dangerous ftate in which his Lordfhip was; on the loth at noon, 
Mr. Pafley lignified his wifli that Lord Pigot had faid every 
thing to Mr. Hufle), Mr. Monckton, and this Informant, that he 
might, have to fay, as be (Mr. Pafley) was apprehenfive that Lord 
Pigot could hold out but a few hours; and indeed Mr. Mallet told 
this Informant that he did not think his Lordfhip could live longer 
than four o'clock that afternoon. 

On Sunday the ilth of May, in the morning, when this Inform- 
ant came to the Garden-houfe, the ferjeant who was pofkd at the 
gate came up to this Informant, and acquainted him that Major 
Home had the night before, at eleven o'clock, come and informed 
him, that Lord Pigot was no longer to be confidered as a prifoner^ 
and that the guards were to take no further charge of his Lordfliip. 
This Informant did not expe6: when he came to the Gardens ta 
hear that Lord Pigot was alive, as this Informant did net think, 
from the ftate in which he had left his Lordfhip the proceeding 
fright, that he could have furvived till morning. Lord Pigot died 
between eleven and twelve o'clock that forenoon.. *K|S Lordfliip 
was very much referved, and particularly with regard to every thing; 
concerning himfelf. 

(Sign«f) J.M. Stone. 

Sworn the i 6th. day of May, in the fevch-, ' 
tecnth year of the reign of King George <he - - - 
Third, and in the year of our Lord 1777^ 
before me, ' ,; . 

(Signed) G. A. Ram, Coroner^ 
^ true Copy) 

. William Skdgley^ Clerk of Peacc^ 



Copy cf a Letter from Major Matthew Home to Mr. Strattorty deli^ 
H^ered in by Mr. Stone to the Jury on the Inqueji before mentioned^ 

Honourable Sir„ 
/ Yefierday afternoon Lord Pigot toTd me,- he was informed" that the 
Board had under confideration, the feizing and fending him on board 
fomc fhip ; that he underftood there were different opinions, how- 
ever, refolved on}, he was determined not to be carried alive ; he I'aidy 
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if the Eaft-Iiidia Company dr the King's minifter§ Aihppwved of kis 
condud, let them fend his (fifmiflion, and he would return to £og« 
land by the firft opportunity, and face any chatige they had againft 
him there; but as both fides had wrote to England, he Would net 
leave the country until direftions arrived, in confequence of thofe 
^Ifpatches. I conceive it my duty to give you this information, ao4 
to acquaint you that bis Lordihip has not been down to Mr. Monck- 
ton's as ttTual, or t&md out of the houfe fince. 

I amt very refpe^ullyt 

MooBt, sthof jao. 1777, Honourable Sitf 8dc. 

tuvrfve o'dodu 

(A true copy from a cc^y in the hand^writbg of ton! Kgot.) 

(Signed) G. A« Rak, Coroner^^ 

Cpfj^tfsiri^ ^^LitUrintindid to have been fint to Major ffome^ 
4kU^i€r$dmigfMr.Stmu to tbM Jurjf mtbc hqw^ 

Matthew {in Mr. Stone^s band.) 
To Colonel Jtmm Home^ commandhig at the Moumi. 

SIR, 

The Ptefident has laid before ^e Board your letter to him» dated 
; and by their diredion I acauaint yous that it is not their in- 
tention to fend hoiae Lord Pigott which you will be pkafed to make 
known to him. 

I am, S I R, 

laifa jm. 1777. YottT moft obedient Servaat. 

I Uunk' the letter to Majcnr Home quite annecei&ry. 

G. M. 

I underfiand that his Lordihip has, through Major Home, been al- 
veady made acquainted with the refolution of the soud. 

H.B. 
I beg 



.( w ) ' 

I beg teare to repre&at that there U no necefTity to xnrite to Major 
Home. 

No same is to this, but It U the fubftance of J. S". ojnaiod. 

(A true cop7> from a copy ia the hand-writing of Lord Pigot.) 

Q» A. Ram, Coconer. 

TV Lieutenant Colonel Home, eommanding at the Mount, 

SIR, 

I am direded by the Prefident and Council to acquaint you, that it 
vat refohred cm Tddday fbrenooa, the /tfa inftdnt, that Lotd Pigot 
ihould not be ient. to England in the Ihip now under difpatch % 
This I have the commands of the Board to defire you will communi- 
cate tofasB Locd(yp> and at theiiune time, thitt you will inform him 
the liofieia is to be difpatched on the 5th of next month ; and that 
any packets he xaayhx^t tofead to£urope> will be taken every po£- 
.fiUe care of> 

I MUf S i R«> 

F«tst.Geoi8t. . Your moft obe&nt fervant. 

tew jtt. •777* 

{Signed) R. J. Str)i.tyAif, Secretary. 

• Or. Dpo» asj (Mte ihipr««a it ii )u* Lerddi^** pteafiin to «mlMde. 

liordngot told Major Home, when he gair6 him the letter to 
fead, that if the above bad been added« it would have been more de- 
cent afid proper for his i^ew» 

(A true copy from a paper in his Lordlhipla hand-Writing, delivered 
by Mr. Stone to the Jury on the Inqueft before mentioned.) 

(Signed) Q, A. Ram^ Cosdaerr 
(A true Copy). 

Wm. SaoauYi CkdcofFeate-.^ 
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Tow^ of Madraspatnam. Jf. 

Tie INFORMATION of Mr. Jofeph Nutting, 
taken upon Oatby before tne^ George Andrew Ram, bis 
Majejiys Coroner for the faid Town^ on an Inquifitton 
taken at ibe Company s Garden-boufe^ about a Mile diflant 
from Fort St. <5ebrge, tm tbe View rfthe Body oftbe Right 
Honourable GeorcSE LordFiGOT^ fbere lying dead ; and^ 
by Adjournment^ at sbe Houfe <f Mr. George Smith 
(Foreman of tbe faid Inqueft)\ in tbe faid Fort. 

THIS Informant, on his oaith^ faith. That he ferved the late Lord 
Pigot a« valet de chambre upwards of five years ; his Lordfhip'i 
health, ever fince this Informant has known him, has in general 
been very good, excepting, about three years ago, he had a violent 
fit of the jaundice, during which time he kept the houfe, but was 
not confined to his bed ; fince that, his health has been very good. 
Since his arrival in India his health has likewife been remarkably 
good. His Lordihip was accuftomed to rife early, aboiit gun-fire, 
before his confinement; but fince his confinement, not until between 
fix and feven o'clock ; which this Informant is of opinion, was out 
of compliment to the officers on guard over his Lord(hip, as his rifing 
early would have made it inconvenient to the officers. 

Lorn Pigot was alfo accuftomed to take frequent exercife, particu^ 
larly that of walking in the Company's gardens ; he regularly went 
out in his open chaife, morning and evening, to different gentlemen's 
gardens, but chiefly to Mr. Monckton's, fince Mr« Monckton's mar- 
riage with his Lordlhip^s daughter. 

Lord Pigot was carried to the Mount on the 24th of Auguft laft, 
and this Informant went there the day after in the evening, and re* 
mained there conftantly from that time till his Lordfliip's removal to 

the 
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the Compauy's Gardcn-houfe. During the firft part of his Lordfliip's 
confinement, he did not take a great deal of exercife; but, about 
three weeks or a month after his confinement, to the beft of this In- 
formant's recollcdion, he was permitted to go down to the houfe 
where Mr. Monckton and Lord Pigot's family refided ; but even af- 
ter he was permitted, he did not at firft come down fo frequently as 
he did latterly : the diftance from Major Home's houfe to that where 
Mr. Monckton refided, this Informant thinks exceeds a quarter of a 
mile. At Mr. Monckton's houfe he frequently exercifed himfelf in 
the garden or overfeeing the workmen in and about the houfe, &c. 
This Informant believes his exercife in Mr. Monckton's garden might 
be as much as his exercife in general was before his confinement, but 
that it was confined to that place only ; he never went out in any 
carriage whatever but once, when he accompanied Major Home to a 
place a few miles diftant from the Mount to drink tea. 

This Informant has heard very frequently from the orderly men 
who have attended his Lordfhip, that fhould his Lordfiiip attempt to 
get into a carriage of aiiy kind or palanquin, it was their orders to 
prevent him. 

Lord Pigot has walked at different times during his confinement, 
to the top of the Mount, but only latterly; he was always attended 
by an officer and an orderly ; his Lordfhip was never permitted to 
wear a fword, during the whole of his confinement; there were 
guards ftationed at the top of the Mount during his Lordfhip's con* 
finement at the Mount. 

. This Informant (hould have mentioned, that, in the firft part of his 
Lordftiip's confinement, he was particularly attended by armed men; 
and this Informant was told, that his Lordftiip was not permitted to 
enter the gates of the garden in which Mr. Monckton lived ; and 
this Informant has feen his Lordfhip come down to the gates of that 
houfe but not enter them, in the firft part of his confinement. 

The accommodation which Lord Pigot had at Major Home's houfe 
was, one very good room, wherein he flept ; and this Informant 
believes every neceffary convenience he wifhed for, as this Informant 
never heard him complain : he had no other room to himfelf, but he 
had accefs to the hall and veranda, in common with Major Home 
and his family ; die room had a communication with the hall. 
There was a paffage, into which Lord Pigot's chamber had a door ;~ 

I there 



( S8 ) 

tbere flood in the pafTage a bureau, which Major Home made frc^ 
quent ufe of in writing at. Before Lord Pigot's ficknefs Lord Pigot 
ufed to open and fhut that door as he found it convenienti but after 
.his illnefs it was always kept open. 

On the Monday or Tucfiiay after his Lordfliip's confinement^ about 
eleven o'clock at night, after this Informant had laid down to deep at 
Mr Monckton's houfe, this Informant fuddenly waked, and the firft 
thing this Informant heard was his Ijordfliip's voice, which this In- 
formant could diftinguifh very diftindly. This Informant immediately 
got up and went into an adjoining room, where this Informant found 
Mr. Dalrymple, who this Informant perceived was dreiling himfelf. 
This Informant afked him, if he was going to Major Home's; he re- 
plied, that he was. This Informant then left him, and returned to 
the room where this Informant had been afleep. After this Inform- 
ant had put on fome cloaths, he went immediately to Major Home's ; 
this Informant found his Lordihip in the veranda, difputing with 
Colonel Eidingtoun and Major Home ; Mr. Dalrymple and Mr. 
Monckton were alfo there. The particulars of the difpute between 
his Lordfliip, Colonel Eidingtoun, and Major Home, this Informant 
found was, that thefe gentlemen had told him, that they were ordered 
to remove him ; which had thrown his Lordfhip into a violent paflion, 
and he was much agitated at the time ; this Informant heard his Lordfliip 
fay, that he would not be carried to any place whatever, excepting 
to his OYm Fort, or to the King's Admiral ; that he would go into no 
carriage whatever, that he infifted upon ; but that he would walk at the 
head of thofe few brave fellows, alluding to fome guards that were 
drawn up round him ; that he had no fear but that they would pro- 
tea him to the Fort or to the Commodore. This Informant heard 
Major Home reply to him, that it was his orders to remove him» 
and that he muft obey them by forcing him. This Informant heard 
Colonel Eidingtoun fay to his Lordfhip, that it was not a time to dif- 
pute the matter, nor was it proper (or that he did not think it pro- 
per), that his Lordihip ihould fay fo much in prefence of the men; 
what this Informant means, by faying, that Colonel Edingtoun thought 
what his Lordfhip had been faying to the men improper^ was, that his 
Lordihip had juft before obferved to the men, or in their prefence, 
that he made no doubt, but there were fome among them who had 
formerly ferved under him, and would be ready to proteS him ; he 
told Colonel Eidingtoun at the fame time, that he did not think it pro- 
per that he (Eidingtoun) ihould contradid what he faid, as he had 
* fexved 
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ferved the Company for forty years, which might be before he was 
born. 

Mr. Monckton and Mr. Dalrymple fpoke in defence of his Lord- 
ihip, and fupported him in the difpute with Colonel Eidingtoun. 

This Informant thinks he remembers Lord Pigot putting his hands 
upon Major Home's fhoulders, and defiring him to prote£t him. 

About that time Colonel Eidingtoun and Major Home left his 
Lordfhip with Mn Dalrymple and Mr. Monckton. 

Mr. Monckton came to this Informanty and defired this Informant 
would go to his houfe and prevent the ladies from being alarmed, if 
he could (meaning his Lordfhip's daughters), as he every minute 
exped:ed their return home from Mr. Smith's Garden-houfe, where 
they had fupped that evening. 

This Informant went immediately to Mr. Monckton*s houfe, but 
did not find the ladies returned ; they (hortly came, in company with 
Mr. Ruffel. Immediately after the ladies retired to their rooms, this 
Informant acquainted Mr. Ruffel with what had happened at Major 
Home's to his Lordfhip, refpe£ting his removal ; upon which Mr. 
Ruflel immediately went thither. Very foon afterwards this Inform- 
ant returned to Major Home's himfelf, and found that his Lordfhip 
was gone into his room, but (aw Colonel Eidingtoun and Major 
Home fitting at a table writing ; after which this Informant returned 
back to Mr. Monckton's houfe. 

This Informant muft obferve, that he faw a pofl-chaife ftanding at 
Major Home's gate, which this Informant was told belonged to Mr. 
Benfield, and he was informed, that it was brought thither for the 
purpofe of carrying his Lordfhip to the place to which he was to be 
removed. 

Early next morning, when Lord Pigot was getting out of his bedf 
this Informant afked him how he did, and if he had any headache. 
His Lordfhip replied, No ; and that he was very well. This Inform- 
ant ought to havb mentioned, when fpeaking of the pofl-chaife, that 
he faw an European, who was the driver, and a ferjeant \n the Com- 
pany's fervice, attending it. , 

I a About 
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About laft New-year's day, this Informant heard that there were 
orders given to fend his Lordfhip on board the Company's Ihip 
Lionefs, then in the Road, in order to tranfport him to England ; 
on which account, his Lordfliip kept within Major Home's houfe for 
three or four days without once coming out : that this Informant 
heard his Lordfhip exprefs a great diflike to fuch apropofal, and that 
it fecmed very difagreeable to him. This Informant has heard his 
Lordfhip at different times fay, that he would take care to prevent 
it if it was in his power. 

His Lordfhip's health during his confinement at the Mount had 
been very good until his laft illnefs, which commenced about eight 
or ten weeks ago ; but that knowing fo much of his Lordfliip's re- 
ferved difpofitron, this Informant is convinced Lord Pigot did not 
complain till fome days after he muft have been difordered. 

The firft day that this Informant found he kept his room, he 
went to him as ufual; this Informant afked him how he did; his*' 
reply was, that he was pretty well, but his breath was rather fliort,. 
This Informant obferved, that he was a great deal opprefTed and 
found great difficulty in breathing : this Informant thinks Mr. MaF- 
let, furgeon of the artillery quartered at the Mount, gave his Lord* 
fhip an emetic that day ; and this Informant believes, the day fol- 
lowing> Mr. Pafley came to his Lordfhip, and ordered him fuch 
medicines as he thought his diforder required. His Lordfhip conti- 
nued ill about a month, and then grew better, but about the 3d or 
4th of laft month he relapfed ; his Lordfhip then continued to be 
very ill, and had frequently violent reachings ; thefe continued, and 
he grew worfe until his removal the latter end of Auguft.. 

There were no guards attending his Lordfliip from the Mount 
to the Company's Garden-houfe } but this Informant believes that 
Major Home did intend to accompany his Lordfhip in a palanquin^ 
Major Home having ordered his palanquin for that purpofe j how- 
ever, as it happened, he went before m a cbaife : this Informant 
believes his Lordfhip did not think that Major Horne would accom- 
pany hitn, as his Lordfhip, out of his palanquin called for Major 
Horne, faw him, and feemed to take his leave of him ; a gentle- 
man ftanding by, faid, that Major Horne meant to accompany 
his Lordfhip. This Informant did not obfervc, that day, or he 
thinks the day followrng, any guards about the Garden-houfe, more 
than ordinary i but thia Informant (he believes it wa& on the third 

day 
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day after Lord Pigot's removal) was told by ferjeant Pepit, that there 
was another ferjeant ported, at the gate of the Garden-houfe, where 
there was a tent pitched for him, to (lay, as this Informant believes, 
as particular guard over his Lordihip ; the ferjeant having told him, 
that he had <H*ders to fend daily, written reports to Major Home, 
refpeding what happened in the courfe of the day or of any thing 
particular that pafled at the Garden-houfe. This Informant, believes 
he mentioned the foregoing drcumftance to Mr. RufTel and Mr* 
Monckton. This Informant believes the guard did continue until 
the day of his Lordfhip's death ; he did not hear that the guard was 
removed before his Lordfhip's death ; after his Lordftiip's death, he 
was told, that Major Home had given an order for the guard to be 
removed that morning from the gate, at the fame time that Major 
Home had given an order, that this Informant ihould be made ac- 
quainted, that no part of Lord Pigot's property, in cafe he died, waa 
to be confidered under the care of any guards then about the Gar* 
dcn-houfe. 

Mr. Pafley feenaed to think three or four days before his Lord- 
ihip s death, that his Lordfhip could not recover ; having heard Mr.^ 
Pafley exprefs himfelf three or four different times, that his Lord* 
Ihip was fo very weak, he could not recover. His Lordfhip died 
about eleven o'clock in the forenoon of the nth inftant, aged about 
fifty-eight ; he was very much referved in his difpofition. 

The morning that his Lordfhip left the Mount, to go to the Cbm- 
pany's Garden-houfe, he ordered this Informant to open the box of 
a coach-feat, and take out of it a brace of piftols, and to blow the 
priming out of them ; he then defired this Informant to return them* 
into the box, which this Informant did accordingly. 

(Signed) Joseph Nutting^ 

Sworn the 1 6th day of May, in the feven- 
teenth year of the reign of King George the 
Third, and in the year of our Lord 1777,, 
before me» 

(Signed) G» A. Ram, Coroner. 

(A true CJopy.) 

Wm* Sedgley^ Clerk of Peace;. 
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Towj« o/'Madraspatnam. jffl 

T6e INFORMATION of Mr. David Haliburton, 
m the Service of the Eaft India Company) taken upon 
Oath before me George Andrew Ram, Coroner of our 
Lord the King for the Town of Madrafpatnam afore-- 
faid^ on an Inquijition held at the Company s Garden-- 
houfe^ about a Mile dijlant from Fort St. George, Hjoitbin 
the DiJlriEis of the faid Town^ on the View of the Body 
of the Right Honourable George L^rd Pigot, there 
lying dead J and by Adjournment at the Houfe of Mr. 
George Smith [Foreman of the faid Inqt^Jl)^ in the 
faid Fort. 

THIS Informant, on his oath, faith. That he knew Lord 
Pigot from the time of his Lordfhip's laft arrival in India till 
bis death, that from piiblid report he knows that Lord Pigot was 
confined the 24th of Augufl laft, and carried to the Mount, where 
he faw his Lordfhip two days after in confinement. 

This Informant heard it publickly reported in the month of Ja- 
nuary lafl, that there was an intention of fending Lord Pigot forcibly 
to England fome time in the end of that month. This Informant 
was with Lord Pigot, in his Lordfhip's room at the Mount, when 
his Lordfliip defired this Informant to bring him from Mr. Stone, 
or Mr. Ruflel, a copy of the letter from the Governor General and 
0)uncil at Bengal, about fending him (Lord Pigot) home. This In- 
formant accordingly brought it to his Lordfhip, who read it with 
feeming agitation, and the expreffion he made ufe of at the time 
was a very flrong one ; this Informant remembers it perfedtly, it 
was as follows : ** Would not one think they were treating me as a 

** mad 
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** mad dog ?" the letter acknowledged the receipt of another from 
Mr. Stratton and his G)uncil, dated the 19th of October lad. 

This Informant has frequently been with his Lordfhip in private, 
fince his confinement, and has obferved his Lordfhip's fpirits to be 
depreffed, and a vifible alteration in him fince the time that the in- 
tention of fending him home was known to him. 

This Informant further faith, on his oath. That the Saturday 
following, after his Lordfhip had been carried to the Mount, Mr. 
Sedgley, attorney at law to his Lordfhip, took Mr. Lathom and this 
Informant to Major Home's houfe, and in their prefence did demand 
formally of Major Home the order, or a copy of the order, by 
which Lord Pigot was detained a prifoner, and this Major Home 
refufed to produce. Mr. Lathom and this Informant made an affida- 
vit of this refufal of ^Major Home, before Mr. John. Turing, the 
then Mayor. 

(Signed] David Halxburtom. 

Sworn the 16th day of May, in the fe- 
venteenth year of the reign of King George 
the Third, and in the year of our Lord 1777, 
before me, 

(Signed) G. A. Ram, Coroner. 
(A true Copy) 

Wix-LiAM Sjrdci-ey, Clerk pf Peacc . 
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llown of Madraspatnam. jffl 

He INFORMATION of Mr. Gilbert PaHey, Sur- 
gem in the Eaft India Company's Service^ taken before me^ 
George Andrew Ram, bis Majejly s Coroner for tbefaid 
Town J on an Inquifition taken at the Company s Garden^ 
houfe^ about a Mi^ diftant from Fort St* George, on the 
Vieiw of the Body of the Right Honourable George Lord 
Pi GOT, there lying deady and by Adjournment at the 
Houfe of Mr. George Smith (Foreman of the faid In^ 
fjiueji\ in the faid Fort. 

THIS Informant, on his oath, faith, That as the Jury on this 
Inquefl: have thought proper to put feveral queftions to him, 
relating to his profeflion in general, he (hall endeavour to give them 
fuch information as his experience affords him, and ihall then pro- 
ceed to inform them of what he knows, in particular regarding Lotd 
Pigot, and of the diforder of which his Lordihip died. 

This informant fays, That there is from obfervation a great con- 
nexion between the mental and corporeal parts^ and whatever dis- 
orders the one^ may likewife affed^ the other. 

That adeepfenfe of injury and affront, efpecially if often repeated 
and long continued, will certainly prey upon the mind, and occafion 
obflinate diforders, which gradually wafle the conftitution. 

That the human paflions have an immediate effe£l: upon the 
conftitution. 

That when the mind dwells upon any fubje£t of a difagreeable 
nature, though this does not obftrud the whole fundions of the bodyt 
which would occafion immediate death, yet it may impair them. 

That 



f 65 ) 

^ Thlt the body may receive^ a great deal of injury when it is dc- 
privfd of thofe occupationSi and of the exercife of thofe employments^ 
to which it has been accuftomed. The injury which the mind may 
receive is not ib determinate. 

■ • ' . .... ' . r 

Grief and flrong attention of the mind, in all diiTatisfadlionSi and 
in general, all thofe things which affedt the mind, have an effe^ 
on the body* 

The more the paQions and affedions of the mind are concealed*, 
the more they prey upon the mind- ? ; 

This Informant does not think that the cffc€ts which the mind 

has upon the body arefo eaHly produced on perfons in advanced 

life, who have gene^^ally oiorp firmnefs and fortitudje, and lefs fenfi-^ 

.bility of nerves, and ^re therefore more able to fupport the injuries 

which arife from the change of fituation^ and, other misfortunes. 

The immediate jefFeda of the paflions on the body are difcoverablcr 
by every perfon, but their effefts on the animal oeconomy,. ia the^ 
produdioa of difeafes, are more flow,, though certain^ 



Grief and anxiety of mind affcft the fyftenv in general in produce 
ing difeafes, and if they exift during ilie direafe^ may aggravate 
circumflances much. 

The feelings of injuries, and the efleds which they have upon the 
conftitution, mu(^ always be in proportion to the charadlcr, dignity,, 
and profpeds of the perfon who experiences the injury^ 

This Informant fays, that he knew Lord Pigot during his former 

government, and alfo fince his laft arrival in India> during all which* 

time this Informant has never knowa him to complain, (o as to^ 

reqiiire medicines, except frpna the cppimeaccment of hi& kift illnefs- 

t in March la(L. , . ^ 

This Informant firft knew Lord Pfgot in September 17565. at 
which time this Informant was furgeon's affiftant in the Company V 
fervice. He has reCided conftantly at Madras fince the year 1761,* 
aa qp^c of the two furgeon^s of the eftablifhmcnt. . 

i ^ During; 



©armgLordPtgof 8 firft IHncfs fiife f fiforiaitrt wto eonfftefitly with 
fn^ Ixn-dfliip, wTiile any ^^anger reraalacd ; ft«d ^trwarflfi, W&eti 
abfcnt, fcft dircdions with Mn- MaHet, thefargeofi's^afliftint at tfcc 
Mount. In his Lordfhip's laft illnefs-thts'feformaat ^laid in -die 
houfe withhis Lprdfliip. Mr. Anderfon, the other furgcon of the 
fetilement, alfo Tirfitcd hiB Lwdflup. 

This Informant is of opinion. That the general goodheaMiof 
Lord Pigot before his copfinement, is a proof that the exercifc which 
h^todk agreed 'Wiifh 'his conftitution, and wis of great confifequence 
in preferving his Lordfhip's heahh. * 

As to any alteration or abatement in -the %ind of exercife which 
Lord Pigot was accuftpmed to take ; this Informant obferves, that 
all involuntary reftraints^ accompanied Trith.tineafinefe of mind, are 
T)rodudiire of difordert, and no doubt, 4n many refpeA^, con- 
tributed to lay the foundation of his Lord5:iip'« diforder ; hut it is 
alfo to be obferved, that Lord PigotVillnefs was a diforder peculiar 
to this country. Men in all ciraumrfances, in ^H Situations, are 
fubjeft to diforders of the fame kind ; though uneafinefc of mind 
and a diminution of exercHe never fail to produce bilious diforders, 
of which his Lordftiip died- .His Lordfliip died of a putrid bilious 
* fever, .originated in a difordercd iiver. This difoi'der is occafioned 
'by a <variety of ciufcs, as intemperance, impaired tfigeftion, paffions 
of the mind, indolence, and want of exercife, all which, and other 
caufes, contribute to lay the foundation of liver obftrudions, the 
confequence of which is ill conditioned hile thrown into thehowels, 
' which in courfe of time "putrifies, iand produces fevers, flqxes, arid 
other complaints. - 

'HisLordftiip*s firft illnefs was of the fame kind with that of which 
he died, but he was then ftrong, and could bear^he efFedks of medi- 
cines, confequently he foon recovered ; but this Informant thought 
it necefTary to ipprife hii Lordfliip, that die ^ffefts of his diforder 
were only removed, and that his diforder had originated in a difeafed 
liver; alterative medicines, and caution in his diet, and fleepingy 
would be neceflary to prevent relapfes. His Lordfhip having no 
feeling of ariy ail^ and^feat confidence in a, good conftimtion, was 
unwilling -to fuppofc that he could require any trourfeof medicines, 
urging at the fame time, that he thouj^ bhnfdf as ^wcB -as any 
man in India. After his Lordfhip's firft illnefs he did not acquire 
hii ufual flrength, and in the courfe of a little time, perhaps a 

fortnighti 



fBttaSf^htf^ kb Ldrdfiitp beg^ir to faarsre fytaipMnM of a retvtm ofhui 
coMpUiittsi itaDclkfMitrid bide m hi^ bowels^, aad a degree of infiama'-' 
tkni injdie fttbftaisDS of kia liver^ /^ithick ahogetfaer brought on a 
rehipfe of bii feter^ VMii aa ealargement of his fiTer^ aod a& he bad' 
mt reco'wred tfa^ fame Arength US body, nor oould bear the effe£bs 
of Hoedicmes £o well m ia bin firft illnefr, it proved fataL 

The accommodatioa whsch Lord Pigof Irad at Major Horae^i 
houfe at the Mount, was one large room and a clofet, which was a 
lumber rbomp his Lordfliip Had acce^ to the hdl and verandia in 
common with the family and officers who vifitcd there. This In- 
formaat Ihould not have thought the removal of Lord Pigot from 
lAs fkoation at the Mount neceffary, if there had not been reafon 
to expedt bad effeAsy in the condilion be was in^ frbia the approach- 
ing hot winds. 

This Informant has heard from the relations of others, but efpe- 
cially from the evidence of Mcflrs. Monckton, Ruffel, Scone, and 
Lord Pigot's fervant, taken on this Inqueft, a particular account of 
an attempt made on the 27th of Anguft^, to remove his Lordfhip 
fromi the Mouatt of an order relative to any attempts to rcfcue Lord 
Pigot, in cafe of which bis life was to anfwer for it ; alfo of aa 
intention to fertd Lord Pigbt 10 Europe, with which laft this In* 
foroiant was himfelf acquainted ; Mr. Stratton having told this 
Informant* that he and his Council had come to a refolution not to 
fend his Lordfliip to England by force, this was in the month of 
January. How far thefe cif comftances might have laid the foundation 
of, or increafed Lord iHgot's diforder^ this informant baa already ob« 
ferved in general, that a diminution of the ufual exercife that one is« 
aeeuftomed to, and ftrong aflFedions of the mind, are produ&ive of 
bilious illnefs ; but this Informant cannot in particular fay, that the 
pafiidns a^d exertion^of Lord Pigot on the 27th of Auguf!, laid the 
foundation of the diforder of which his Lordfhtp died ; the more 
nfual effeds of violent paffions and violent exertions are to produce 
iflsmedbte diforders. As to the order before fpokea of, fo far aa 
might affed: his Lordifaip s mind, it would contribute to increafe 
bis diforder. 

In regard to the intetitlon of fending Lord Pigot to Europe, which 
if appears from the evidence c^ Meflfrs. Ruffel and Stone, was known 
to his Lordfliip in 0^ber,,^aiid from:' the apprefaeniions of which 
he was not totally freed till even after the failing of the Lionefs^ 

K 2 thia 



tikis Informant cannot fay thkc a knowledge- cfftht!^^ did lay the fbttti« 
churon of: his. Lordftiip's difordcrv' biit that ^^ this a^d other diftreflfeo 
during his Lofdihip's confiaehient, ; did co^fttbute td lay the ibitn« 
datibn of his I^ord (hip's kKfordcr. . Lord Pigot^ had -been ill fomc 
days before this Iriformaist was Icalled upot^ b{jr which means bis 
complaints had a putrid appearance, arid were alarmingl ' This 
Informant underftood that his Lordftiip had been ailing for fevcral 
days before that, though fee did hot confine himfelf. rr. . 

■ .[ ' ■/. ■' ' ■ f] I '^ :: r: '.rr. t : v '■ ■ > ' : . ' ;:. 

It IS -probable thatTiis'difGFrdirwaal) then! operating on hia habit,' 
but how long'before that, his diforder Had taken place ifa his.confti- , 
tution this Informant cannot determine; though all diforders of this 
kind have their caufts exifting in tlie conftitution long before they 
appear. After what this Informant hath faid on the fubjecfi of his 
Jjordftiip's health, he hath only to add, that during the <:Qld months, . 
when his Lordfhip feemed to be in perfed health, the wes^ther then 
counteraded the efFeds x)f his cdnfincmeht* aid other ctrcumftances, 
which might contribute to form a difeafe; but the heat of the fim 
in the fpring, by increafing a redundance of bile, and giving it a 
tendency to putrefadion, probably brOtught on more fpeedily Lord 
Pigot^s illnefs. That his Lordflrip*s fituation* and thei^ircuinftancest 
which attended it, contributed to lay the foundatibn ofthe diforder of 
which Lord Pigot died, tbi^' Informant, hath already obferved, but 
he cannot fay, whether in any fituation his LordQiip might not have 
been attacked with diforders. 

This Informant wrote to Mr. Stratlon.the of April, that he 

thought it necieflary to oremoyeLdrd.PigQt from the Mount on ac- 
count of his illnefe. . Mr. Stratton told this Informant, that if it 
was judged neceflary to reihove his Lordfhip. from the Mount, 
the Garden- houfe fliould be. 6tted up for his reception, and 
this Informant believes he wrote to Major Home to the fame 
pirport. '[']':':'.'." >.'; '^ : r 

This Informant attended Lord Pigdt fifom.the Mount to the Qmho 
pa ny's Garden houfe on the 28tH of April, and oonfidercd himi as 
then in danger. On the road thither this Informant did not perceive 
that his Lordftiip was under any military reftraint. Mr. Stratton 
fcnt for this Informant the fame morning ; the OiiincilLwere then 
fitting.: Mr. Stratton came from: the CouQcir Board, and told this 
Informant the Council iwene coafideriag/of replacing guards over 

/- : , . ; Lord 
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Lord Pigot. This Informaijt told Mr. Stratton that be was exceed- 
ingly concerned, that (hould be under difcuffion, as the decency of 
his Lordftiip's conning from the Mount without guards gave general 
fatisfadion. Mr. Stratton fetid that he had been arguing againft it 
himfelf. This Informant therefore begged him to.ufe, as an addi- 
tional argument, that it was this Informant's opinion, if this circum- 
ftance (hould come to his Lordfhip's knowledge, it would irritate 
him much, and might do him confiderable injury in his prefent 
fituation. Mr. Stratton feemed fatisfied with the remark, and re- 
turned into the Q)uncil-room. Mr* Mohckton afterwards told this 
Informant, that Major Home had reported himfelf as ftill having 
charge of his Lordfhip at the Company's Garden- houfe. This In- 
formant cannot fay whether or not Mr, Monckton told him by whofe 
particular orders, but this Informant believes it was by the authority 
of this prefent government. 

In converfing with Mr. Stratton on Lord Pigot's illnefs and pri- 
vate affairs, this Informant could not help exprefllng his fears that 
his Lordfhip might die without arranging his family matters. Mr. 
Stratton told this Informant, that he (Mr. Stratton) believed that was 
already done; for that his Lordfhip, before he went to Tanjour> 
took him familiarly into his (Lord Pigot's) room, and faid, George, 
(meaning him Mr. Stratton) fhould any accident happen to me, you 
will remember that Mrs. Monckton*s marriage fettlement, fomc 
papers, and my will, are contained in that bureau, pointing to a 
bureau. This Informant reported this to Mr. Monckton and Mr, 
RufFel, he thinks, three days before Lord Pigot's death. 

Two or three days before his Lordfhip s death this Informant 
acquainted Mr. Stratton, in a note, that his Lordfhip^s flrength 
fell off very much, and that there were no hopes of his re- 
covery. 

This Informant obfcrves, that the Jury arc well acquainted with 
Lord Pigot's referve. During this Informant's attendance on Lord 
Pigot, he never fpoke to this Informant concerning his confinement, 
and if at any time Lord Pigot fpoke of Mr. Stratton on any indif- 
ferent matter, he fpoke of him with temper. 

Lord Pigot died on the nth of May, between tea and eleven 
o^clock, aged, as this Informant hath heard, about fifty-eight years. 

This 
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Tfcift rnfofniatit Wtt all rfie dottcpz&fi G^^ih^totift at tfitf t^Aiedf 
His ^ath. 

Sworn the 17th day of Miy, in the feveri- 
tjcenth year of the reign oi^ King Ceorge tlie 
Thirdy and in the year of our Lord 17771 
before mey 

(Sightd) Q* A, Ram, Coroner, 
A true Copy. 

Wm. SBDGLEYr ClerL of t^eacci 
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!5Pl(f INFORMATION ofMr.JsLi^es Andcrfoq, ^Si^r^^iw 
ifi^tie EaA Imdia Company V Sarvkdj *akm .aponjOtiib 
before me Gebrge Andrew 'Ratti, Us Majejtys Coroner 
forthefaidlw imMH loftitfifkn held at ^he Company s 
Gardett4>oufe^.dtftant dbota a Mile from Fort St. George, 
on the View of the Body of the Right Honourable Georgb 
Lord PiGOTj there lying dead\ and by Adjournment at 
the Houfe of Mr. George Smith {Foreman of the f aid 
Inquejljy in the faid Fsrt. 

THIS laformaQt, onhboatfa, fakh/ Tjiat las die Jury on the 
Inqueft have thmight prqper to. ptit ofc^firal quefiions :to Jum 
relating to his profeffion in general, he fhall endeavour to give them 
fuch information as his experience affords iiim, and ihall then pro- 
ce^ to inform them of what die knows in partioular )Tagai:4iDg Lord 
Pigot, and^the diJordcr iof which he.daed•• 
l^bis' Informant fays, that tiber^ is in the humancbody a fecipro* 
-cal influence between the mental and coqporaal parts* .and whatever 
diforders the ope does likewife affed the other. 

That the impreifionsdf pleasure and fatisfa&ion am produdixre of 
health, and the •contrary from the reverie. 

That it is dangerous to tbmper with bfae ihuman pafiions, as they 
inay be eafily thrown into<fuoh diforders as to produce violent xffefis 
tjpen the conftitution. 

That when the mind dwells upoa^any fubjeiSi of a difagreeable 
nature, it in fomeidfegree obilruds the fuxi^ions «f <he body* 

That 



That the mind is eafier under thefe employments to t^hich it is ao- 
cuftomed. 

That the forrpwful paflions may fomeiimcs defeoy^Hhe animal 
ceconomy, but that thefe aflfedions are frequently produced from 
difeafes of the body« 

That the paffions and affeftfons of the mind will produce aa 
effeft upon the conftitutioas of fuch as are not fo muck of philo- 
fophera as to have conquered thofe paffions and ^ffcQlons. 

That in his opinion, the paffionsi maJse Jefs im'preifionsrupon^ per^ 
fons in advanced life« as they have more reafpn and refledion, and 
time for more obfervation of mankind, and of themfelves. 

'•''■ •'•. * .* ' ■'* 

That great alterations in refpe^ ta exercife are attended with 
much rifque, ^ » . 

That there is no doubt but perfons- who are in agreeable circum- 
fiances have greater chances of enjoying health than in the reverie. 

Thts^ Informant rdmembers feeing Lord Pigot here wbfen he was 
Governor before, in the year 1762^ and frnce his laift arrival here. 

This Informant remembers, about a twelvemonth agOi. that 
Lord Pigot once complained of a foulnefs-and weight about the pit 
of his ftomach, which he feemed to think xftight be a: bile. This 
Informant told him^ that he thought it might, and recommended to 
his Lordftiip to take a purge. Lord Pigot told him, that he fdme- 
ttmes was in that fituation, and that he relieved himfelf by abfti- 
nence ; he was, in confequence, well without taking any medicine. 

The morning of Lord Pigot^a>removat:to the Mqu^t, dn the 24th 
of Auguft, this Informant wcttt to breakfaft with bim ; he took this 
Informant on one fide, and fhewed him a mark he had on his fore- 
head. This Informant told him, that: it feemed tp proceed from 
fome heat of body, and recommended to him to keep himfelf quiet, 
and to his regimen, until fuch appearances fliould go off. Some 
perfon coming paft treated the matter lightly, but this Informant 
infifted on fending him ibmething to apply fo it, as the part was 
irritated by his wearing bis hat. < As to . the general ftate of his 
health, this Informant underftood^ that it was remarkably good. 

When 
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When he. bad fligHt indifpofitioos he ufed to get rid of them by ab« 
ftincncCr 

Th^ cxercife which Lord Pigot took before his confinement muft 
undoubtedly have contributed to preferve, not only his healths but 
his ftrenglh* 

This Informant vifited Lord Pigot at the Mount twice during his 
laft illnefst and found him weaker^ and altogether worfei on his fe^ 
cond vifit than on the firfl. 

Lord Pigot's diforder feemed to be putrid bile> attended fometimes 
with fevef. After Lord Pigot's arrival at the Q)mpany's Garden- 
houfe, the 28 th of April laft, this Informant called four timea 
a-day to fee him. As far as this Informant was able to judge from 
feeing Lord Pigoti it appeared, that he difcharged putrid bile by 
ftool whenever he took phyfic ; and from a pain which he com- 
plained of in his fide, and a fulnefs about the region of the liveff 
this informant thought that Lord Pigot's liver was enlarged, which 
he could more eafily judge of from his Lordfhip's being much ema-^ 
ciated. 

This diforder is fometimes mortali but it is likewife frequently 
removed by medicines. 

His Lordfhip told this Informant that he couid dmoft tell the 
day when he became ill : he had been working in the garden till 
late in the fun, that he came in very hot (this Informant thinks Lord 
Pigot faid) to Mir. Monckton*s houfe, and drank fomething; this 
Informant thinks Lord Pigot faid it \<ras punch, and was very much 
overheated. Whether this converfation related to his firft or fecond 
illnefs this Informant does not know, becaufe at the time his Lord- 
fhip mentioned it, he was fo weak that this Informant did not choofd 
to afk more queftions than feemed abfolutely neceflary. 

This Informant has heard from feveral perfons, and particularly 
from the evidences of Meflrs. Monckton, Ruffel, Stone, and my 
Lord's fervant, the circumftances of an attempt to remove Lord Pigot 
from the Mount, and alfo of an intention to fend Lord Pigot by 
force to England ; as to what efFed the attempt to remove Lord 
Pigot from the Mount might have on his Lordfhip's health, this 
Informant will not fo far accufe the memory of Lord Pigot as to 

L fuppofe 
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fuppofe It could have any confideraWe eflFe£t, becaufe this Informant 
has not been fo much with Lord Pigot as to be pcrfedlly acquainted 
with what he might feel or fuflFer on that occafion. 

This Informant has already obferved that the paiHons of the mind 
very much afFeCt the body, but with regard to the cffcGt that the 
attempt to remove his Lordfhip from the Mount, and his agitatioa 
on that occafion, might have on the body or mind of Lord Pigot,. 
this Informant faw Lord Pigot in perfefk health, and underftands^ 
that he enjoyed a great degree of health for fome time after that at^ 
tempt. 

As to what e6Fed the knowledge of an intention to fend Lord 
Pigot to England by force might have on his Isrordfhip's mind, thia- 
Informant cannot pretend to fpeak from his own knowledge, be*^ 
caufe he had not an opportunity of feeing Lord Pigot about that 
time* 

As to how long Lord Pigot's difeafe might have lain dormantin hia^ 
cdnftitution before the vifible efFeds of it appeared, this Informant 
thinks that Lord Pigot had no local difeafe in the parts whTch^were^ 
afterwards aflFeded till the time that he was overheatedin the garden^ 
as before mentioned. 

This Informant fay% that fome days before Lord Pigot's deaths 
he mentioned to many perfons that Lord Pigot grew weaker and 
weaker every day, and feemed to be dying. This Informant men« 
tioned this in particular to Commodore Sir Edward* Hughes^ whom 
he accidentally met at the Company's Garden-houfe the night before 
his Lordfhip's death; that Lord Pigot was very low ; and that this 
Informant had no hopes of his recovery. This Informant has fur- 
ther to obferve, that the feafon of the year, during Lord Pigot's ilU 
nefs, was the hotteft feafon of the year, and that Farenheit's Ther- 
mometer was at 95. 96, 97, degrees every day at the time in the 
fhade. 

(Signed) J a. Anderson. 

Sworn the 1 7th day of May in the feventeenth 
year of the reign of King George the Third, 
and in the year of our Lord 1 777, before 
me, (Signed) G. A. Ram, Coroner. 

A true Copy.. 

Wm. Sedg le y. Clerk of Pcace*^ 
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Towff of Madras? ATN AM. f\ 

rbe INFORMATION ^/ Mr. Thomas Davis, 6^^r- 
geon in the Service of the Eaft India Company, taken 
upon Oath before George Andrew Ram, Coroner of 
our Lord the King for the f aid Tcwn^ on an Inquiftion 
taken at the Company s Garden-houfe^ about a Mile diftant 
from Fort St. George, on the View of the Body of the Right 
Honourable Georgb Lord Pigot, there lying deady and 
by Adjonrnment at the Houfe of Mr. George Smith {Fore^ 
man of the faid Inqueft)^ in the f aid Fort. 

THIS Informantf on his oath, faiths That as the Jury on this 
Inquefl have thought proper to put feveral queftions to hinit 
relating to his profelfion in general^ he fhall endeavour to give them 
fuch information as his experience aflFords him, and {hall then pro- 
ceed to inform them of what he knows in particular regarding Lord 
Pigot. 

This Informant fays, that in the human body there U a recipro- 
cal influence between the mental and corporeal parts, and whatever 
diforders the one likewife affeds the other more or lefs. 

This Informant is of opinion, that a deep fenfe of injury and 
affront, efpeci^Uy if they are often repeated and long continued, 
will prey upon the mind, and that they may affedl the conflitution 
fo as to produce dangerous diforders. 

This Informant is of opinion, that it certainly is dangerous to 
tamper with the human pafiions; for, from the paflions of the 
mind, the human body may be fo affected as to produce the mod; 
violent diforders. 

L 2 That 
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That when the mind dwells upon any fubjedof a difagreeable na- 
ture, this, in fome degree, obllrudks the whole funftions of the 
body. 

That when the mind is deprived of thofe occupations, and of the 
"exercife of thofe faculties to which it hath been accuilomed, it may 
thereby receiye a great deal of injury. 

That the forrowful paffions ere frequently the caufes of difeafes. 

This Informant is of opinion, that thofe diftreffinginipreflions, which 
arife from great mortifications, humiliations or vexations, are greatly 
aggravated by any neceflity the perlon fuffering may be under to 
conftrain or ma(k them, and that in proportion to the fenfibility of 
the perfon who is attacked by them. 

This Informant is of opinion, that the dangerous effeds of the 
paffions are more eafily produced on perfons in advanced life than 
any others. 

That when the paffions have been ftrongly agitated, this. Inform- 
ant thinks, that it is not difficult for a phyfician to difcover the de- 
triment they have produced in the conflitution. 

This Informant has known Lord Pigot ever fince his laft arrival 
in India ; he always appeared to have enjoyed a good flate of health. 
This Informant is of opinion, that Lord i igot's general good health 
is a proof that the exercife which he ufually took before his con- 
finement agreed with his conftitution, and was of great conlequence 
in preferving his health. 

As this Informant waa not confulted by his Lord(hip's phyficians 
at any time during his illnefs, and as this Informant had not an op- 
portunity of infpefting his Lordlhip^s body after his deceafe, he can- 
not pretend to fay how far the great alterations and abatement in the 
kind of exercife which his Lordfliip took might, or might not, ren- 
der his cafe mortaL 

This Informant is of opinion, that anxiety, and a peculiar ftrong 
agitation of the mind, from many caufes, may not only fix a dif- 
cafe, and increafe it, but even render it mortal. 

This 
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This Informant fays, that had, the circumftances happened to him 
which happened to Lord Pigot, during his confinement, they would 
have fo irritated the paflions of his (this Informant's) mind, as to 
produce difagreeable effeds on his conilitution. 

This Informant is of opinion, that the anxiety which his Lord- 
fhip muft have been under, whilft the fending him by force to Eng- 
land was under coniideration, and on other occafions during his con- 
finement, might ferve to injure his Lordfliip's conftitution. 

This Informant has heard, from the evidences taken on this In- 
qneft, that there was an order given to Major Home, that in cafe 
of any attempt to refcue Lord Pigot, his life was to anfwer it, which 
it does not appear was ever withdrawn ; fuch an order happening to 
this Informant would greatly. encreafe his anxiety. 

This Informant has already obfervcd, that every degree of degra- 
dation and anxiety of mind may more or lefs impair a man's confti- 
tution ; fo, according to Lord Pigot's more or Icfs fenfibility, muft. 
his health have been impaired. 

This Informant obferves, that the refer ve of his Lordfhip*s tem- 
per, increafed by the reftridion he was under, and the cautions he 
was obliged from his fituation to obferve, being never without a 
guard on his perfon and adions^ muft certainly add to his Lordfhip's 
mortifications. 

This Informant refidcd at the Mount for the greateft part of the: 
time during Lord Pigot's confmement there, and frequently faw his^ 
Lordihip during that time. 

In converfation with Lord Pigot, in company with other gentle- 
men, this Informant has heard his Lordfhip fay, and has alfo under- 
ftood from others, that there was an intention of fending bis Lord- 
fhip home, .at which his Lordfhip expreffed much warmth, and. 
faid, " that if they did fend him, they (hould fend him dead j for 
•* that he would not go on board (hip alive." 

Daring the early part of Lord Pigot's confinement, it was obvious 
to this Informant, that his Lordfhip enjoyed great good health ; but 
feme little time before his illnefs, this Informant thought that he 
perceived that his Lordfhip had not thofe good fpirits he was ufed to 
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have. After Lord Pigot became ill, this Informant did not obfervc 
^ny thing in his Lordlhip but what was inddent to men labouring 
under. difeafe. 

This Informant never faw Lord Pigot during his confinement 
without an officer and an artillery-man, and fometimes two. His 
Lordfhip ufed frequently to walk in this Informant's garden as well 
as in the other gentlemen's gardens at the Mount; but this Inform- 
ant more particularly took notice that his Lordihip amufed himfelf 
in that garden which is called General Lawrence's garden. This In- 
formant never recolleds to have feen Lord Pigot on horfeback, or in 
a chaife ; and his Lord(hip's exercife appeared to him to be altoge- 
ther circumfcribed to the environs of the Mount. 

This Informant frequently Tifited at Major Home's, and ever after 
the confinement of Lord Pigot he faw there a guard, which he believes 
might be more or lefs than twenty men, with a drummer and fifes, 
which this Informant always underftood was conftituted for taking 
charge of Lord Pigot, to which guard the officer and orderly, who 
daily, by rotation, attended his LordQiip, belonged ; thefe were fta- 
t4oned without the gate of Major Home's houfe, and this Informant 
always faw two European centinels within the gate, (landing at their 
fbtions, or walking in the front of the veranda. 

(Signed) Thomas Davis, 

Sworn the 19th day of May, in the fcven- 
teenth year of the reign of King Ceorge the 
Third, and in the year of our Lord 1777* 
before me, 

(Signed) G. A. Ram, Coroner, 

(A true Copy.) 

Wm, Sedgley, Clerk of Peace. 
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Tojx?// of Madraspatnam. Jf. 

7%e INFORMATION of William Mallet, Surgeon 
in the Service of the Eaft India Company, taken upon 
Oath before me George Andrew Ram, his Majeftys 
Coroner for the faid ToFim^ on an Inquifition taken at 
the Company s Garden- houfe^ about a Mile dift ant from 
Fort St. George, on the View of the Body of the Right 
Homurabk George Lord Pigot, there lying dsad^ 
and by Adjournment at the Houfe of Mr. George Smith i 
(Foreman of the faid Inqueji)^ in the faid Fort.^ 



THIS ItifonnanV on his Oath, faitH^ That he has known the- 
late Lord Pigot ever fince the commencement of his Lord- 
fliips confinement in Auguft laft. This Informant officiated as fur- 
geon to the corps of artillery, fiationed at the Mount, during 
the time of his Lordfhip's confinement at that place. This In- 
formant has heard a. report of an^ intention to fend Lord Pigot to 
England; but for the truth of this report he cannot anfwen. This 
Informant faw his^ Lordfhip frequently, and fometimes daily, 
during his confinement at the Mount. His Lordfhipr before his 
late illnefs always appeared cheerful, and in a good ftateof health,, 
until the 6th of March, when his LordQiip was firft attacked with 
the illnefs of which he died ; this was a bilious complaint of which 
there are daily inftances, and which is incident to the nature of the 
climate ; this diforder is often mortal, and particularly fo when the 
Kver is afi^eded. 

His Lordfhip's general exercife in his confinement was walking, 
to and from Major Home's houfe to the houfe called General Law- 
rence's, where Mr. Monckton and his Lordfliip's family refided, 
ibmetimes employing himfelf in the garden of that houfe, and at 
other times walking on the plain, and fometimes to the top of the 
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Mount : in thefe walks his Lordfliip was guarded on his firft arrival 
by the officer of the guard, fometimes afterwards with the ad- 
dition of an orderly gunner, which guard was continued till his 
Lordihip's removal to the Garden-houfe. This Informant cannot 
fay paticularly how long his Lordftiip confined himfelf, or was 
confined from walking out from the firft of his arrival. Lord Pigot, 
during his confinement, went out but once in a chaife, which, to the 
beft of this Informant's recolledion, was to a place called the Cave 
of Defpair, diftance fuppofed to be three miles, accompanied by 
Major Horne and family with fome artillery oflScers. This In- 
formant has been frequently at Major Home's houfe at the Mount, 
both before and fince his Lordfhip's confinement; he was prefent 
there when Lord Pigot was brought to the Mount, on the a4th of 
Auguft laft, when his Lordfhip appeared to this Informant to be a good 
deal agitated and fomewhat confufed; his Lordfliip was attended by 
Captain Lyfaght and a grenadier, who came behind the chariot in which 
his Lordfliip was; Captain Lyfaght delivered a paper to Major Home 
in which were orders or written inftruftions. This Informant's 
motive for fo faying was from hearing Captain Lyfaght interrogate 
Major Horne in the following manner : Do you choofe to abide by 
thefe orders ? To which Major Horne replied, I do, as orders from 
my commanding officer. From the orders which this Informant 
then heard given by Major Horne to the ading adjutant to order an 
officer's guard, he concluded that the orders in the paper were 
touching the care of Lord Pigot's perfon. To the beft of this In- 
formant's recolledion. Lord Pigot had no fword on at that time, 
nor did this Informant at any time after fee his Lordfliip with a 
fword or any other arms. There were prefent with Major Horne, 
when Lord Pigot was brought to him, Mr. SutliflF, the adling 
Adjutant, and this Informant) it was between the hours of nine 
and ten at night. Before the time that Lord Pigot was brought 
there, to the beft of this Informant's recolledtion, there ufed to be 
only a Sepoy centinel at Major Hornets gate, but after Lord Pigot 
being brought there, the ufual guard of an officer, confifting, this 
Informant believes, of thirty men, mounted, adjacent to Major 
Hornets houfe, from which guard two centinels were pofted at 
the gate. 

One evening about the 6th of March, that this Informant met 
with Lord Pigot at Major Home's houfe, his Lordfliip complained 
to this Informant of a fick ftomach, and a conftipation of the bowels, 
for which his Lordfliip defired this Informant to give him a dofe 
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of Phyfic, which accordingly was prefcrlbed; the cnfuing day he 
(Lord Pigot) complained of its not having had fo great an cffeft as 
he could wifli ; the ficknefs of his flomach increafed, and this In- 
formant advifed him to take an emetic, by which he benefited fome- 
what; the complaint ftill remaining, the advice of Mr. Fafley was 
thought proper to be called in, who prefcribed alfo another emetic, 
and afterwards fent him (Lord Pigot) what medicines he thought 
proper from Madras. As to the progrefs of his Lordfhip*s firft 
illnefs, he benefited daily by Mr. Pafley's prefcriptions, fo as in a 
ihort time to be able to take bis ufual walk to fee his family at 
General Lawrence's houfe ; he continued his walks as ufual for a 
few days, and ufed exercife in the garden, greatly, as this Informant 
imagines, to the prejudice of his recovery; a few days after he 
was difpofed to be rather feverifh, and complained again of the 
ficknefs of his ftomach, attended with an uneafy fenfation in his fide, 
for which Mr. Fafley prefcribed bleeding, but his Lordihip rejeded 
it. His Lordftiip benefiting nothing all this while, and the land 
wind feafon approaching, the removal nigher the fea was propofed, 
to fee if it would produce any good effefts. Lord Pigot was removed 
on or about the latter end of April to the Company's Garden-houfe, 
where Lord Pigot died on the nth of May laft, about twenty-two 
minutes before eleven o'clock; and this Informant was then prefent, 
and Mr. Pafley alfo, at his Lordlhip's expiring moments. This In- 
formant conceived Lord Pigot to be in danger from the time of his 
relapfe, and the fymptoms by no means abating, he formed a judg- 
ment of his Lordfliip's dangerous fituation. This Informant did 
not communicate his opinion on that head to any one, further than 
by faying that his Lordfliip was in a dangerous way, and this In- 
formant believes particularly to Mr. Davis; this Informant might 
alfo poflibly have acquainted Major Home, but he cannot pofFibly 
affirm that he did or did not. 

This Informant hath been in the country going on eight years; 
he commenced the Eaft India Company's fervice in the year 1771, 
nigh three years of which he attended under Mr. Pafley in the Madras 
hofpital ; the artillery being removed to the Mount, this Informant 
was appointed to a£t as furgeon to that corps during their being 
cantoned. This Informant hath filled that office, in which he was 
to have been confirmed at the refignation of Mr. Hinchly, as being 
the firft for that promotion; but no attention was then paid by the 
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Council as to his promotion taking place, which was delayed till 
within a few months paft. 

(Signed) Wm. Mallet, Surgeoo. 

Sworn the 19th of May, in the feven- 
teenth year of the reign of King George the 
Third, and in the year of our Lord 1777, 
before me, 

(Signed) G. A. Ram, Coroner^ 

A true Copy. 

Wm« Sedg ley, Qerk of Peace* 
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Town of Madraspatnam. jffl 

The INFORMATION (t/" Richard Lathom, Efqi taken 

' upon Oath before me George Atidrew Ram, Coroner of 

our Lord the King for the Town (j/^Madraipatnam afore-^ 

faiJy on an Inquifition held at the Company, s Garden-- 

houfey about a Mile dijlant from Fort St. George, within 

the DiJiriSif of the f aid Town^ on the View of the Body 

€f the Right Honourable George Lord Piqot, there 

lying dead\ and^ by Adjournment^ at the Houfe of Mr. 

George Smith {Foreman of the faid Inqueji)^ in thefaid 

*" Fort. 

THIS Informant, on his oath, faith, That he firft knew the 
late Lord Pigot the latter end of January 1759, when hU 
Lordfhip was Governor of Madras. 

That from the time when this Informant was firft acquainted 
with his Lordfhip, to the time of his Lordftiip's embarking for Eng- 
gland, his Lordfhip's health was, in general, very good. After 
Lord Pigot's return to India, this Informant, who was then» Chief 
of Cuddalore, faw his Lordfliip at that place on the ift of April 
1776; Lord Pigot was then in good health, and told this Informant 
that, during^ his (Lord Pigot's) ftay in England, he never had fo 
much as a finger-ache. Lord Pigot continued at Cuddalore till the 
3d of April, from which time, till this Informant came down to 
Madras (which he thinks was in the beginning of Auguft), he did 
not fee his Lordfliip. On this Informant's arrival at Madras he en- 
quired of Lord Pigot how he did \ His Lordfliip told thi^ Informant 
that he was well. 

Lord Pigot was feized and carried to the Mount on the night of 
the e4th of Auguft laft* This Informant was firft made acquainted 
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with his Lordfhip's being feized, by many people at the Company's 
Garden-houfe between eight and nine o'clock in the evening. On 
receiving this intelligence, this Informant went the fame night with 
Mr. Dalrymple, in Lord Pigot's chariot, to the Mount ; Mr. Dal- 
rymple ordered the coachman to drive to Major Home's houfe, as 
he fuppofed Lord Pigot to be there ; pn their arrival at Major 
at Home's, they faw Lord Pigot, Major Home, Mr. Mallet, and 
this Informant thinks there were two officers befides, fitting at a 
table in the veranda of Major Home's houfe. So foon as Major 
Home faw Mr. Dalrymple and this Informant, he faid. Gentlemen, 
I have very particular directions concerning you ; Mr. Dalrymple 
made anfwer, ** Who could give you thefe diredions ? Major Home, 
•* I am forry to fee you concerned in fuch a bufinefs, we ferved 
** together at Manilla in a friendly manner, and I am concerned 
*' now that there is the appearance of our differing fo much in our 
•* fentiments." Major Home faid, *' I was entirely ignorant of 
" Lord Pigot's coming out to the Mount, till his chariot flopped 
" at my door, and I was then much furprifed what had brought 
** him out fo late to the Mount. Upon his Lordfhip's alighting from 
** the chariot, I faw Captain Lyfaght follow him out of the chariot, 
•* who came forward and delivered me a written order from Colonel 
*' Stuart, to detain Lord Pigot in cuflody. I therefore think my- 
** felf obliged to obey my commanding officer's orders." Lord Pigot 
then faid to Mr. Dalrymple, ** Better not talk of thefe matters now, 
" better be quiet." Mr. Dalrymple and this Informant then acquainted 
Lord Pigot that the Fort had furrendered. Lord Pigot anfwered, 
**./ hope no body is hurt^ They faid, ** NonCy my Lord^ that ive 
** have heard^^ Lord Pigot faid, ** / am njcry glad to hear it.^ 
After Mr. Dalrymple and this Informant had fat about an hour, 
to the befl of this Informant's remembrance, in the veranda, a letter 
was delivered into Major Home's hand, which he opened, and hav- 
ing read it, faid it was from the gentlemen of the majority, who 
acquainted him that they had taken upon themfelves either the ad- 
miniflration or the government (this Informant does not recolleft 
which), and had given him directions to keep the perfon of Lord 
Pigot in confinement till their further orders. Some other converfation 
paired : foon after Mr. Dalrymple and this Informant went away. 

# 
This Informant has feen the order by which Lord Pigot was con- 
fined; his Lordfhip was confined by Colonel Stuart's order: it is 
a long order of which this Informant does not recollect the particu- 
lars. This Informant faw Lord Pigot the next day, who appeared 
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to him to be under great concern ; Lord Plgot remained under mili- 
tary confinement at Major Home's houfe, to this Informant's 
knowledge, till about the 13th of September, when this Informant 
returned to Cuddalore : Lord Pigot, for the firft two or three days, 
did not ftir further than Mr. Home's garden, he was afterwards al- 
lowed to walk down as far as the houfe called General Lawrence^s 
houfe, where his family lived, an officer attending him; but during 
the firft part of his confinement, he was not allowed to breakfaft, 
dine, or fup out of Major Home's houfe. This Informant knows 
that there was a requeft made, but by whom he does not recoiled, 
to let his Lord (hip live at General Lawrence's houfe with his family, 
but it was denied. 

On the 27th of Auguft, between the hours of 11 and 12 at night, 
Mr, Monckton and this Informant were fitting in the eaft veranda of 
General Lawrence's houfe at the Mount, undreffing themfelves to 
go to bed, when a fervant belonging to the houfe came running into 
the veranda to them, and crying out that Lord Pigot was fighting 
with the guard at Major Home's houfe, who wanted to carry his 
Lordftiip away. Inftantly Mr. Monckton and this Informant put oa 
their cloaths, hurried down flairs and run to Major Home's houfe. 
On entering the garden gate, this Informant heard Lord Pigot fay, 
in a very loud voice, that he would not be carried away alive. This 
Informant fawLord Pigot, Major Home, Lieutenant Colonel Hiding- 
toun, and Mr. Dalrymple in the veranda; Mr. Monckton and this 
Informant advanced towards them ; Major Home, on their attempt- 
ing to go into the veranda faid. Gentlemen, you muft not come up 
here ; Mr. Monckton replied, you muft knock me down then, and 
jumped up into the verandas this Informant flood clofe to it. Imme- 
*diately after. Lord Pigot, Major Home, Lieutenant Colonel Eiding- 
toun, Mr. Dalrymple, and Mr. Monckton then came down from 
the veranda, and a guard of artillery men, that were on the plain 
before the houfe, marched into the garden and were drawn up there, ' 
and a chariot (which this Informant has heard was Mr. Benfield's), 
drove up to the gate. The officer who commandedt heguard was a Mr. 
Gifon. This Informant, and the before-mentioned perfons all ad- 
vanced towards the guard. Major Home aflced the officer, Mr. Gifon, 
whether he would obey orders ? Mr. Gifon the officer dropt the point 
of his fword. Major Home then afked the guard. Whether they 
would obey orders ? They made no anfwer. Mr. Gifon, the officer of 
the guard, then turned round and faiid to them, Soldiers^ will not 
you obey orders ? They made him no anfwer. Lord Pigot then afked 

Lieutenant 



'( 86 ) 

Lieutenant Colonel Eidingtoun, where were his orders for carrying 
him (Lord Pigot) away. Lieutenant Colonel Eidingtoun (to the beft 
of this Informant's remembrance) faid he could not tell his Lordfliip. 
Lord Pigot then alked Lieutenant Colonel Eidingtoun, where he was 
to carry him. Lieutenant Colonel Eidingtoun faid, hd could not tell 
his Lordfhip. Lord Pigot then addreffed himfelf to Major Home, 
threw his arms upon him, and faid, *' My friend, will ,not you 
*' proteft me from fuch violence, you and I have fought together in 
** Madras, and will not you defend me now." Major Home faid, 
** I have orders to deliver you up to Colonel Eidingtoun, and I durft 
** not difobey.*' Lord Pigot then faid, *• I will not be Carried away 
" alive." Lieutenant Colonel Eidingtoun then went on one fide of 
Lord Pigot, and Major Home on the other. They appeared, to this 
Informant, each of them to lay hold of his fhoulders, as if they 
had been going to force Lord Pigot into the chariot. Mr. Dal- 
rymple, Mr. Monckton, and this Informant addreffed themfelves to 
the foldiers nearly as follows, ** Soldiers, will you allow your Go- 
** vernor to be carried oflF?'* Major Home then turned round and 
faid, ** Gentlemen, you muft not talk to the foldiers.'* This In- 
formant, and Mr. Dalrymple, and Mr. Monckton told Major Home, 
that they thought it their duty to talk to the foldiers, and that they 
would. Major Home and Lieutenant Colonel Eidingtoun then 
quitted Lord Pigot, and went further off on each fide : Lord Pigot 
turned round to the foldiers, pulled off his hat to them and faid, 
** Soldiers, will you not proted your Governor from violence, I have 
** fought with you in Madras, and will fight with you again if my 
** duty calls me; do not let me be delivered up to traitors, villains 
** who treacheroufly feized me, almofl: under the guns of my own 
** Fort; there is that Eidingtoun, that villain, that traitor! flopped 
*• me in my chaife (pointing at Lieutenant Colonel Eidingtoun); be- 
'• lieve me, foldiers, all thofe in the Fort are villains and traitors, I 
** will hang them alL" Lieutenant Colonel Eidingtoun faid to Lord 
Pigot, " My Lord, I hope you would have more clemency if we were 
•" in your power.'* Lord Pigot replied, ** If the law would hang you, 
♦* I would hang you all." Lord Pigot continued talking to the foldiers, 
telling them, if he had committed any fault (opening the breaft of 
his waiftcoat at the fame time), they would punifh him by putting 
the bayonets into his breaft. Lord Pigot faid feveral other things 
to the fame purpofe, but this Informant cannot recoiled all his 
Lordfhip faid, at this diftance of time. After Lord Pigot had been 
talking to the guards for a confiderable time. Lieutenant Colonel 
Eidingioua faid to Major Home, ** Can you depend upon your 
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" men ?*• Major Home anfwercd, " I am fure I can, I am furc 
** they will be obedient foldiers." Major Home, and Lieutenant 
Colonel Eidingtoun then went both out of the garden upon the 
plain, and continued there five or fix or ten minutes ; when they re- 
turned into the garden, Major Home thus addreffed Lord Pigot, " My 
** Lord, as you exprefs fo great r el udance to go away (or words to 
** that purpofe), if you pledge me your honour that you will remain 
** quiet in my houfe, till an anfwer can come from the Fort, I will 
** pledge you mine to protect you, though I do it at the hazard of 
** my life.'* Lord Pigot gave Major Home his honour, that he 
would remain quiet till an anfwer could be received from the Fort. 
Lieutenant Colonel Eidingtoun then faid, he would go to the Fort, 
and acquaint them (the perfons in poffeflion of the Government) of 
his Lordfhip's reludiance to go away. The guard was then difmiiled. 
Some Madeira wine was brought, whether by Major Home's orders, 
or Lord Pigot's defire, this Informant does not know, for Lord Pigot 
was then fo hoarfe that one could hardly bear him fpeak. Lord Pigot 
then took a glafs of wine, and either gave, or defired Lieutenant Colo- 
nel Eidingtoun to take another, and faid to him, *' Colonel Eiding- 
*• toun. What I have faid of you or to you, my duty required of me, • 
** but I entertain no perfonal enmity toward you ;'* and, this Inform- 
ant thinks, ihook hands with him. Mr. Moncktoio, or fomebody 
prefent faid, " Colonel Eidingtoun, it is reported by fome of the black ^ 
*' people here at the gate, that you have an order lo carry Lord Pigot 
•* to Gingee, and that Palanquin Boys are placed on the road for 
^^ that purpofe ; this gives fo black an appearance to your inten- 
** tion of carrying away Lord Pigot, that if you have any orders to * 
** the contrary, you had better produce them to exculpate yourfelf.'*" 
Lieutenant Colonel Eiding^toun replied. That be had no fuch orders, - 
that he was to carry Lord Pigot to a very godd pla.ce ; but would not 
produce his orders, nor would he tell the phce where he was to carry 
Lord Pigot. Mr. Mon<:kton, Mr. Dalrymple, and alto Mr. Ruflel ' 
(which laft had come into the garden juft as the guard had been dif- 
mifled •, and this Infornjant, went up to Lord Pigot and exprefled their 
xmeafmefs that he was fo much fatigued and exhauiled ; they wished 
him good-night, and took their leave. When they went out of 
Major Home's garden, they faw a croud of black people on the 
plain before Major Home's garden, who told them that an Euro- 
pean had come out with the chariot which drove up to the gate, and 
when the guard was difmifled, had opened the pans of one or two 
piftols that he had in his hands (this Informant does not recollect 
whether the black people faid one or two), fliook out the powder,, 
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and faid, " JVbw, J have no occqfion for this to-night.** About 
tea o'clock the morning of the 37th, this Informant's Dubafli, by 
name Mycomada, acquainted him that his (this Informant's) Chub- 
dar, who lived with a Seapoy at the Mount, had been acquainted 
by the Seapoy at breakfaft, that Sir Robert Fletcher had been out to 
the Mount that morning about five o'clock, and had gone in his 
chariot to Major Home's back door; that Major Home had been 
thereupon called up, who went to the chariot, and was in converfa- 
tion with Sir Robert Fletcher about a quarter of an hour ; of which 
circumftance this Informant acquainted Lord Pigot. 

This Informant recolledls, that once at Major Home's houfe (the 
precife day he does not remember), to have feen the laft paragraph of 
an original letter to Major Home, from Meffrs. George Stratton, 
Sir Robert Fletcher, Henry Brooke, Charles Flbyer, Archdale Pal- 
mer, Francis Jourdan, and George Mackay, which, to the beft of 
this Informant's remembrance^ was exprefied in thefe words ; *' If an 
•* attempt (hould be made to refcuc Lord Pigot, his life is to anfwcr 
^^ for it, and this you are to acquaint him of." This Informant 
knows that this paragraph was communicated to his Lordfhip. 

This Informant farther faith, That Lord Pigot did apply to the 
Mayor's court for a writ of Habeas Corpus, which at firft the 
Mayor's court voted to grant him, but the form of producing the 
order, or copy of the order by which his Lordfhip was confined, 
having been omitted to be produced to the court, that ifTuing the 
writ was delayed till the order, or a copy of the order, could be 
produced ; and Mr. Sedgley, Lord Pigot's attorney, came out to the 
Mount to demand the fame from Major Home ; Mr. Halliburton 
and this Informant accompanied Mr. Sedgley to Major Home's 
houfe, and Major Home did, in their prefence, refufe producing the 
order, or a copy of the order, by which he held Lord Pigot confined, 
to Mr. Sedgley, of which this Informant and Mr. Halliburton made 
affidavit before the Mayor. Afterwards the Mayor's court, upon 
re-confideration of their powers to grant a writ of Habeas Corpus, 
voted in the negative. 

An application was alfo made from Lord Pigot to Sir Edward 
Hughes, alfo Mr. Ruflel, Mr, Dalrymple» and Mr. Monckton, and 
this Informant did write a letter to Sir £dward Hughes, to take bis 
LordQiip under his protection. This was done between one and two 
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in the morning of the 28th, after their return from Major Home's 
houfe : but this application did not produce the defired effed. 

(Signed) Richard Lathom. 

Sworn the 19th of May, in the feven- 
teenth year of the reign of King George the 
Third, and in the year of our Lord 177/1 
before xne 

(Signed) G. A. Ram, Coroner. 

(A true Copy.) 

Wm. Sedgley, Clerk of Peace, 
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Ttmn of Madraspatnam. Jf. 

7:&^ INFORMATION^^/r Edward Hughes, ^w;g'i6/, 
Commander in Chief of bis Majejlys Squadron in India, 
taken before me George Andrew Ram, his Majeftys Co- 

* ronerfor the faid Town^ on an Inquijition taken at the 
Company s Garden-houfe^ about a Mile diftant from Fort 
St. George, on the View of the Body of the Right Ho- 
nourable George Lord Pigot, there lying dead^ and 
by Adjournn\ent at the Houfe of Mr. George Smith 
(Foreman of the faid Inqueji)^ in the faid Fort. 

THIS Informant, on his oath, faith. That he knew Lord Pigot 
in England, after his arrival from India, about the year 1 764, 
that his Lordfhip appeared to him to enjoy perfed health. This 
Informant has not had very frequent intercourfe with his Lordfhip 
iince his laft arrival in India. He has had more intercourfe with his 
Lordfhip fince his confinement at the Mount than before. It was 
fome time in Augufl lafl, late on a Saturday night, that this Inform- 
ant heard that Lord Pigot was put under reftraint at St. Thomas/s 
Mount. Early the next morning (being Sunday) he faw Lord Pigot 
at the Mount under reflraint. 

This Informant had gone to the Mount to be fatisfied where Lord 
Pigot was. He had free accefs to Lord Pigot ; but Major Home (at 
whofe houfe Lord Pigot was) told this Informant, that any conver- 
fation with Lord Pigot muft be in his (Major Home's) prefence. 
But after that morning this Informant converted with Lord Pigot as 
he pleafed. At the very fame time Major Home fhewed this In- 
formant an order, which he (Major Home) gave as a reafon for pre- 
venting this Informant from having a private converfation with his 
Lordfhip. This Informant believes this order was from Colonel 
Stuart, but he doth not recoiled the purport of it. 

Three 
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Three or four days after his Lordfhip was put under reftraint, he 
applied to this Informant for the protedion of his Majefty's .flag. 
This application was made in the morning after an attempt to re- 
move his Lordfliip from the Mount over night. This Informant, 
upon this application, requefted of the Gentlemen then in pofleffion 
of the Government, that Lord Pigot might have fafe-condudl to the 
Fort, or to this Informant's fhlp, that being his Lord(hip*s requeft 
to this Informant. This requeft the Gentlemen in poflelfion of the 
Government did not think proper to grant. This Informant has 
heard that Lord Pigot afterwards applied to the Mayor's Court for a 
writ of Habeas Corpus, but he cannot fpeak of that matter from his 
own knowledge. This Informant remained fome time at the Mount 
for the fatisfaCkion of Lord Pigot and his friends : but he did not cou- 
fider this in the light of protecting Lord Pigot againft any other at- 
tempt to carry him away. Mr. George Stratton had told this In- 
formant, for his fatisfadtion (the evening after the aforefaid attempt 
to remove Lord Pigot from the Mount), that his Lordthip (hould not 
be removed without this Informant's knowledge. 

The firft morning that this Informant was at the Mount he oh* 
ferved fome of the Nabob's cavalry picketted between the houfe of 
Major Home and the houfe where Mr. Monckton and Lord Pigot'a 
family refided : he believes there might be twenty. Before this In« 
formant went to Trincomallee, Lord Pigot applied to him to procure 
their removal, appealing to this Informant, whether it were fafe for 
him (Lord Pigot) to go out of fight of the European guard at Major 
Home's houfe. whilft thefe horfemen remained there; or faying 
fomething to that pUrpofe. This Informant thereupon made appli-^ 
cation to the Gentlemen in pofleffion of the Government the day 
before he lailed for Trincomallee (which was the 15th of Odlober 
laft), they fent this Informant for anfwer, That there were only ten 
men intended for the convenience of carrying meflages to and from 
the Mount ; however, on this Informant's application, the horfemen 
were immediately removed. Alfo, before this Informant failed for 
Trincomallee^ Lord Pigot addreiTed a letter to him, relative to Cri- 
minal <-ourts being held by the Gentlemen in pofleffion of the Go- 
vernment, which this Informant tranfmitted to them ; and thefe 
Gentlemen anfwered him that they had received it. 

Since this Informant's return from Trincomalleet about the 18th 
of January laft, he has heard that it was moved to fend Lord Pigot 
home by the Lionefs ; but this Informant does not know of any pro- 

N 2 pofal 
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pofal to the Captain of the Lionefs, or to any other perfon, to take 
Lord Pigot on board fliip. When this Informant failed for Trinco- 
mallee, he had no reafon to believe that the Gentlemen in pofleffion 
of the Government had any intention of fending Lord Pigot to Eng- 
land. This Informant has heard Lord Pigot's friends fay, that his 
Lordfhip would not fufFer himfelf to be carried away by force aKve ; 
but he never heard it from Lord Pigot. 

When this Informant has vifited Lord Pigot at the Mount, he ap- 
peared to be always under reftraint, as an officer always accompanied 
him.' In this vifit Lord Pigot never converfed with this Informant 
concerning his Lordfhip's fituation, and very feldom of the Gentle- 
men in'poffeffion of the Government, fcarce ever refpeding the late 
difputes at this place. 

The day Lord Pigot removed from the Mount to the Company's 
Garden-houfe, or about the 28th of April laft, this Informant was pre- 
fent at a converfation between Major Home and Mr. Monckton, at the: 
Garden-houfe, the purport of which, a$ well as this Informant recol- 
leds, was as follows : Major Home told Mr. Monckton, that Mr. George 
Stratton had fignified to him the opinion of the Council, compofed of 
the Gentlemen in pofleffion of the Government, that Lord Pigot vvas: 
ftill under his (Major Home's) charge ; that the Jemidar*s guard at the 
gate was put under his (Major Home's) directions, which fhould be 
to prevent any noife or drfturbance ; that he (^Major Home) fhould 
not remain there, but return to the Mount the next day. This 
Informant thinks Mr. Monckton faid, that Lord Pigot could not be* 
told of it, and Major Home faid it was unneceflary. The day be- 
fore, or the day on which Lord Pigot died, Mr. Monckton fhewed 
to this Inforniant a paper on which he had taken down the fubftance* 
of his converfation. The contents of the paper appeared tO' this In- 
formant to be nearly the purport of the faid converfation, and he 
told Mr. Monckton fo* 

The day before Lord Pigot^s death, this Informant cannot fay 
whether it were the day before or two days before, Mr. George- 
Stratton took an opportunity of defiring this Informant to communi- 
cate to Mr Monckton, that he (Mr. George Stratton) fhould like to* 
attend the funeral, if the event happened, as chief mourner, or in 
any other capacity, if he were invited ; but as things were circum- 
ilanced he (Mr. George Stratton) thought it was not proper to go 
8 without 
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without an invitation. This Informant mentioned this to Mu 
Monckton. 

This Informant fays, that he means by the Gentlemen in poflef- 
fionof the Government there, who addrefled him as a Board of 
CounciU when the difputes before mentioned arofe, namely, Mr. 
George Stratton, Sir Robert Fletcher, Mr Henry Brooke, Mr. Charles 
. Floyer, Mr. Archdale Palmer, Mr. Francis Jourdan, and Mr. George 
Mackay, he has had addrefles from them fmce, they have been fewer 
in nuniber, but does not remember feeing any other name or names 
in their addreffes to him» 

This Informant hath feen an order relative to any attempts to 
refcue Lord Pigot, but he does not exadly recolledt the purport of itf 
but he tranfmitted it home with other papers relative to the difputes 
at this place. 

(Signed) Ed W.Hughes*. 

Sworn the. 21ft day of May, in the feven- 
teenth year of the reign of King George the 
Third, and in the year of our Lord 1777, be- 
fore mcy 

(Signed) G. A, Ram> Coioneri 
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Town o/* Madraspatnam. Jfl 

!725^ INFORMATION of Telafmga, Peon, taken 
'^ upon Oath befon me George Andrew Ram^ Coroner of 
our Liord the King for the ^fown of Madrafpatnam afore- 
faid, on an Inquifition held at the Company s Garden- 
houfcj about a Mile dijiant from Fort St. George, within 
the DifiriBi of the f aid Town, on the Fiew of the Body of 
the Right Honourable George Lord P/got, there lying 
dead I and, by Adjournment, at the H:.ufe of Mr. 
George Smith (Fweman on thefaidlnquejl)^ in the f did 
Fort. 



THIS Informant en hid oath^ faith. That h« ferved Lord Pigot 
when he was before Governor. He has alfo ferved Lord 
Pigot from the day of his Lordfhip's laft arrival until the day of his 
death* ^ 

Thi^ Informant was prefent at the Fort-gate when Lord Pigot and 
Colonel Stuart went into his Lordlhip's chaife : Lord Pigot gave this 
Informant his fword and cane as ufual, with orders to follow him : 
this Informant had hold of the chaife and run along with it, near the 
furthermofl bridge on the Ifland the chaife was (lopped by two 
officers, the one was Captain Lyfaght, and, this Informant believes, 
the other was Mr. Sydenham ; a number of fepoys with fixed bayo- 
nets ftopt the horfes The officer who was to the right of the chaife 
requefted that Lord Pigot would alight. Lord Pigot afked him by 
whofe orders he was to come down. The officer faid, by General 
Fletchers orders. Lord Pigot making fome difficulty, the officer 
faid, You had better come down, or elfe there will be trouble. Co- 
lonel Stuart faid to Lord Pigot, You had better go down and fpeak to 
that officer. The officer attempted to take Lord Pigot by the wrift, 
3 where- 
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whereupon Lord Pigot fprung out of the chaifct Colonel Stuart 
alfo left the chaife. Then the officer that was to the left of the 
chaife came round, and they all moved a little way. Colonel Stuart 
halted ; then the other two officers and Lord Pigot walked under 
fome trees, where there was a chariot. One of the officers opened 
the door, from which a ferjeant fprung out, who went round and 
feated himfelf behind the carriage^ and wrapped hioifelf up in a 
cloak. Lord Pigot went into the chariot. This Informant was go* 
ing to give Lord Pigot his fword and cane, upon which Lord PigOt 
told this Informant that he might follow. Captain Lyfaght went 
into the chariot with Lord Pigot. This Informant obferved that the 
officers had fworde in their hands, but not drawn. Then Captain 
Lyfaght pulled to the door of the chariot, and the chariot drove on, 
and this Informant followed- There was an European poftillion 
who drove th€ chariot. Two Mufalgee boys accompanied the cha- 
riot, who told this Informant that it was Mr. Benfield's chat iot. The 
Mufalgees alfo told him, that the man behind the chariot had loaded 
piftoiS, and that he was a fool to keep fo near the carriage left any 
hurt fhould come to him. Then this Informant quitted the hold 
which he had of the carriage, and followed it. About the long tank 
this Informant heard the firing of the eight o clock gun about Ge- 
neral Lawrence's houfe at the Mount. This Informant hurt his foot, 
and could not follow the carriage fo clofe as before ; the carriage 
drove very hard, and it was with great difficulty thathe kept up 
with it fo long. When this Informant arrived at Major Home's 
houfe he faw Lord Pigot and Captain Lyfaght walking in Major 
Home's veranda, and he faw Major Home in the hall writing. 
After finilhing what he was writing Major Hornj (hewed the paper 
to Lord Pigot, upon which Lord Pigot delivered it to Captain Ly- 
faght, and requefted him to let his daughters fee it. This Informant 
obferved a fingle horfe-chaife at the gate. Captain Lyfaght go^into 
it, and drove away. Soon after, this Informant faw an officer, a 
drummer, and fome private men come before the gate ; then Major 
Home went out and returned with an officer (who, this Informant 
learnt, was the Adjutant) with two men, who were placed cen- 
tinels within the gate before the houfe, and Major Home pointed 
to Lord Pigot, and told the centinels that was Lord Pigot. (This In- 
formant flood near and heard this.) Major Home then returned 
into the houfe where Lord Pigot was. The centinels alked this In- 
formant who he was ; he anfwered, that he belonged to Lord Pigot. 
They alked whofe fword and cane this Informant had in his hands ; 
he faid, Lord Pigot's.. - The centinels faid, *' Go away^ you raf^aW^^ 

This. 



( 96 ) 

This Informant then went out of the garden. He kept the fword 
and cane all night, and the next morning delivered them to another 
of Lord Pigot's Peon$^ and returned to Madras. 

(Signed) Telasimga. 

Sworn the aift day of May, in the feven- 
teenth year of the reign of King George the 
Third, and in the year of our Lord 1777, 
before mej 

(Signed) G. A, Ram, Coroner. 

(A true Copy) 

Wm. SEDGLEY9 Qcrk of Peace. 
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Town of Madraspatnam. Jf. 

7?^ I N F O R M A T I O N (7/ William Hamilton, in the 
Service of the Eaft India Company, tvken upon Oath^ 
before me^ George Andrew Ram, Corpner of our Lord 
the Kingy for the Town of Madrafpatnam aforefaid^ on 
on an Inquijition held at the Company s Garden-houfe^ 
about a Mile dijlant from Fort St. George, on the Vi^uD 
of the Body of the Right Honourable George Lord 
Pi GOT, there lying dead\ and^ by Adjournment^ at the 
Houfe of Mr. George Smith (Foreman of the faid In^ 
queji)y in the faid Fort. 



THIS Informant, on his oath, faith, That he is deputy to the 
military Pay-mafter, 

That the half batta which had been ftruck off in the month of 
February 1776, was put on again at Tanjour on the 29th of Au- 
guft laft, as he knows by the accounts figned by the Paymaftcr at 
that place, and tranfmitted to the military Paymafter General. 
This Informant has reafon to believe that it was put on at the fame 
time at the other out-garrifons, where it had been formerly paid ; 
but thofe accounts do not come to his office, but to the Superintend- 
ant of the Nabob's accounts. 

This Informant further faith, on his oath, That there was a 
gratuity of twenty Pagodas per day, paid Major Home at the 
Mount, during Lord Pigot's confinement. The vouchers which 
are in his office, fpecify that it was for extraordinary expences 

O incurred 
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incurred by Major Home, during Lord Pigot*8 refidence at his 
houfe. 

(Signed) Wm. Hamilton. 

Sworn the 21 ft day of May, in the feven- 
teenth year of the reign of King George the 
Third, and in the year of our Lord, 1777, 
before me, 

(Signed) G. A. Ram, Coroner. 
(A true Copy,) 

Wm, Sedgley, Qcrkof Peacci 



■^ 
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Town of Madras? AT NAM. Jf. 

l%e INFORMATION of William Howard, Ser- 
vant to Claud Ruflel, Efq. taken upon Oath before 
Me GtoTgQ Andrew Ram, Coroner of our Lord the 
Ki?2g for the f aid Towny on an Inquifitton taken at the 
Company s Garden-boufey about a Mile dijiant from Fort 
St. George, within the Dijiri&s of the faid Towny on the 
View of the Body of the Right Honourable George Lord 
Pi GOT, there lying dead\ and by Adjournment y at the 
Houfe of Mr. George Smith (Foreman of thefaid Inl 
^uejl)y in the f aid Fort. 

THIS Informant, on his oath, faith, That he came to the 
Company's Garden-houfe, the day after Lord Pigot was re- 
moved thither, and remained there until two days after his Lord- 
fhip's death. 

The ferjeant who was at the gate, and who had the charge of the 
guard all the time from the coming of this Informant to the Gar- 
den-houfe, till his Lordfhip's death, told this Informant, that the 
guard was under Major Home's orders. 

This Informant (landing at the gate, either the evening bcfcre 
Lord Pigot*s death, or two evenings before, the Commodore's coach- 
man then fpeaking to him, relative to Lord Pigot's confinement ; 
the ferjeant who was upon guard faid, that the guards there were 
placed over Lord Pigot, and were under the orders of Major Home, 
and that he (the ferjeant) gave a written report to Major Home, of 
the occurrences at the Garden-houfe in the courfe of the day. This 
Informant does not know the ferjeant's name. 

The morning that Lord Pigot died, the ferjeant came into the 
room where this Informant was, and afked for Mr. Nutting, his 

O « Lord- 
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Lordfliip's fervant ; this Informant told him, that Mr. Nutting was 
attending his Lordfhip. The ferjeant faid, he was come to acquaint 
Mr. Nutting, that his Lordfhip was releafed, and that he was going 
to town ; and in cafe of his Lordfliip's death, the Sepoys were to take 
no charge of his Lordfliip's efFe£ts. About an hour after this. Lord 
Pigot died. This Informant did not mention this converfation to 
Mr. Nutting, pr to any other pcrfon, till after his Lordfliip's death ; 
and he further declares, that while Lord Pigot lived, this Informant 
obfervedy that about dark, additional guards were placed about the 
Garden-houfe, in ftations where there were none during the day. 

(Signed) Wm. Howard. 

' Sworn the,3 ift day of May, in the fevcn- 
teenth year of the reign of King George the 
Third, and in the year of our Lord, 1 777, 
before me, 

(Signed) G. A. Ram, Coroqer. 

(A true Copy.) 

Wm. Sedgley, Clerk of Pcace^ 
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The CORONER'S Charge to the 

Jury. 



Centlemen of the Jury. 

YO U have now heard all the evidence which I (hould think 
could be neceflary, to enable you to form a judgment in the 
prefent cafe ; as the evidence has been long, and one of the Jury ha& 
obferved, that he never ferved on an Inqueft before, perhaps it may 
not be amifs in me to take notice of fome particulars in the evidence, 
and to propofe fuch previous queftions for your determination, as in 
my opinion, may facilitate the finding of your verdiCl. 

The firft queflion I would propofe to your confideration is, Whe- 
ther or not Lord Pigot died in confinement ? 

The evidence on this bead appears to be as follows : That Lord 
Pigot was under confinement at the Mount; that at his removal from Mc 
thence to the Company's Garden- houfe, there was no appearance of ^j° 
a military guard ; that after the arrival of Lord Pigot at the Garden- sir 
houfe, Mr. Stratton fhould fay to Mr. Pafley, that his Council had Hu 
under confideration, the committing Lord Pigot to a military guard ; ^u 
that on the eveniiig of the day on which Lord Pigot arrived at the j^* 
Gardenhoufe (viz. the 28th of April), Major Home funder whofe 
charge Lord Pigot was whilft at the Mount) fhould tell Mr. Monckton, 
fon- in-law to the deceafed, that he (Major Horne)h^ like to have been 
feverely cenfured; for not guarding Lord Pigot on the road from the 
Mount to the Company's Garden-houfe, and that from thenceforward 
Lord Pigot was to be confidered as under his (Major Home's) cuftocly. 
It likewife appears from the evidence, that Mr. Sydenham the Town 
Major, did p\it the Sepoys, before ftationed at the Company's Garden- 
houfe, under the orders of Major Home ; and that foon afterwards, a 
ferjeant was ftationedat the Garden- houfe, to make daily reportsto Ma- 
jor Home : that Lord Pigot continued at the Company's Garden- 
houfe from the s?8th of April, till the lith of May; that on the 

3 morniag 
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morning of the nth of May, the day on which Lord Pigot died, 

j{^ Mn Stone heard from the faid ferjeant, and Mr. Ruffel from his 

European fervant, that Major Home had been at the Company's 

gardens the night preceding, about eight o'clock, and had told the 

ferjeant, that he was no longer to confider Lord Pigot under con- 

R- finement, or to take charge of his body or effedts. Mr. Ruffel ob- 

ferves, that Lord Pigot's friends could not confider what the ferjeant 

had faid to Mr. Stone, as an official information. Indeed I cannot 

help here obferving to you, Gentlemen, that when Lord Pigot was 

Proclama- feized and confined, his feizure and confinement was proclaimed to 

^^"* the whole Settlement, and notice of it fent to all parts of India ; but 

when he is to be releafed, the removal of his guards is told to a fcr«F 

M. R. jeant only. To proceed with the evidence, we learn from MefTrs* 

Monckton and Ruffel, that Lord Pigot's life had been for fome days 

defpaired of; Mr. Stone fays, that he did not exped^ to find Lord 

Pigot alive, when he went on the morning of the i ith, to the Gar- 

p. den-houfe. It alfo appears, from the evidence of Mr. Pafley, that 

he had acquainted Mr. Stratton with the dangerous fituation Lord 

Pigot was in, fome days before his death. It appears from the evi- 

Sir E. H. dence of Sir Edward Hughes, that Mr. Stratton was fo far convinced 

of his Lordfliip's approaching diffolution, that he propofed, through 

Sir Edward Hughes, to be chief mourner at the funeral ; this con- 

verfation between Sir Edward Hughes and Mr. Stratton, paffed a 

M. .day or two before his Lordfhip's death. I alfo beg leave to obferve, 

R* ^- that an expedation of his Lordfhip's death is tacitly implied in the 

order, faid to be given to the feajeant, viz. that he fhould not take 

charge of Lord's Pigot's body or goods. 

M. We alfo learn from Mr; Monckton, that after his Lordfhip's de- 

ceafe, aboilt eleven o'clock in the forenoon of the i ith inflant, he 
wrote a letter to Major Home, to demand the body of Lord Pigot ; 
in anfwer to which, Major Home acquaints him, that the guard was 
taken off Lord Pigot the night before, and that this was the firfl of- 
ficial information Lord Pigot's fon-in-Iaw received of this matter. 
The original letter from Major Home, Gentlemen, was produced to 
you. 

Now, Gentlemen, all thefe circumftances confidered, you will 
judge whether Lord Pigot can or cannot be confidered as one who 
died under confinement ; when the firfl official notice received by his 
friends of his releafe, was not till after his death, arid when his life 
had for fome days been defpaired of by the furgeons. 

For 
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For my own part, Gentlemen, I will obferve to you, that in my 
opinion, no man can be faid to be releafed from confinement, till he 
or his friends have official notice of his releafe ; whether what the 
ferjeant faid to Mir. Stone was or was not fuch official notice, I leave 
to your determination. 

On the whole, if you find that Lord Pigot did not die in confine- 
ment, a doubt may arife, as to the neceffity of holding this Inqueft, 
on which I will (in that cafe) give you my opinion. 

If you find that Lord Pigot did die under confinement, you will 
next proceed to your verdi£t, on which I have much to obferve to 
you; but firft, I muft premife, that in the following charge, I have 
not taken notice of the diftindlion, a general and fpecial verdifl: j 
becaufe this will make no difference in the Inqueft, which muft be 
attefted by the Jurors, as well as by the Coroner ; the reafon why it 
will not, I (hall give, after pointing out in what the diftindion 
confifts. 

The diftindion between a general and fpecial verdid appears to 
me to be as follows : When a man is indided for any crime or of- 
fence, as for murder, for manflaughter, for a robbery, &c. the Jury 
may either find their verdid general, guilty or not guilty (that is, of 
the offence laid in the indidment), or they may find a fpecial verdid, 
fetting forth all the circumftances of the fad, and leave it to the Court 
to determine, what offence all the circumftances of the fad, as found 
by them, is in the eye of the law ; whereby they (the Jurors) avoid 
judging of points of law. Now, the Jury on an Iriqueft, who are 
fworn to enquire, when, where, and after what manner the de- 
ceafed came to his death, muft of courfe fpecify the circumftances 
which caufed the death, which muft be entered on the Inqueft, 

And as an Inqueft in this refped, refembles a fpecial verdid, fo 
the Coroner being under an indifpenfible neceffity in his Inqueft, to 
keep to and obferve all thofe words of art, which the law hath appro- 
priated to the defcription of an offence ; for no paraphrafes or circum- 
locution will fupply the want of them, let all the circumftances be 
never fo exadly fet forth, the verdid of his Inqueft will in that re- 
fped, refemble a general verdid; and as I before obferved, the In^ 
queft muft be attefted as well by the Jurors as by the Coroner. 
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I now proceed to the next queftion. 

IL 

The^ next queftion, Gentlemen, may either determine your ver- 
dia, or ferve to facilitate the finding of it ; and here, Gentlemen, I 
beg leave to obferve to you, that your verdift muft be pofitive, and 
not by way of relation, inference, or opinion ; for if it is not pofitive, 
it is no judgment, and I cannot receive it as a verdidl. The queftioa 
I propofe to your confideration is. Whether Lord Pigot's death were 
or were not a confequence of his confinement ? or, in other words, 
Whether Lord Pigot's confinement were or were not the caufe of 
his death ? 

The evidence on this queftion, appears to be as follows : and firft, 
the evidence read to the furgeons for their information, as to matter 

of faa. 

By this, it appears, that Lord Pigot was feized and confined on the 
24th of Auguft laft; that for fome time his Lordfliip's confinement 
was more AriGt ; that afterwards Major Home (at whofe houfe Lord 
Pigot was confined) relaxed fomewhat of the ftridtnefs of it. 

That on the night of the 27th of Auguft laft, an attempt was 
made by Lieutenant-colonel Eidingtoun (Adjutant-general) and MajoT 
Home, to remove Lord Pigot from the Mount, which threw his 
Lordfliip into violent agitation, and he exerted himfelf very much in 
fpeaking to the foldiers under Major Home's command, fo as to be 
heard at a great diftance. My Lord's fervant fays, that he heard his 
Lordfliip's voice at a houfe called General Lawrence's, which the 
evidences fix at about a quarter of a mile diftant from Major Home's 
-houfe. That this exertion rendered Lord Pigot exceeding hoarfe, 
which hoarfenefs did not go off^ for fome time after. 

It appears, that after this attempt, Lord Pigot applied to Sir Ed- 
ward Hughes, for the protection of his Majefty's flag ; how far he 
obtained it is related by Sir Edward Hughes, 



Records of That afterwards Lord Pigot applied to the Honourable Mayor *s 
the Court. Court, for a writ of Habeas Corpus, which his Lordfliip had at firft 
fome reafon to expe(5l he fliould obts^in, but was afterwards dif- 

appointed; 
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appointed ; the''^^ ^rt not thinking they hiad power to grant fuch 
a writ. ^^^ 

It alfo appears, from the evidence, that there was an order given M. 

to Major Home, in which were the foUowing remarkable words : R- 

** As the laft refource in cafe of an attempt to refcue Lord Pigot, his I" 

*' life muft anfwer it, and this you will fignify to him.** It j>* 

does not appear that this order was ever withdrawn, but rather the l! 
contrary. 



M. 



Tt alfo appears, from the evidence, that, in Odober laft. Lord R 
Pigot had intimation of a letter having been written to Bengal, for ^^ 
the concurrence of the Governor-general and fupreme Council, to 
fend Lord Pigot to Europe. That on the arrival of the Lionefs 
Indiaman, the beginning of January, his Lordfhip had intimation 
that the people then in power were debating upon fending his 
Lordfhip home. 

That Mr. Larkins, Captain of the Lionefs, informed Lord Pigot S. 
that he had been applied to by one of the then Council, to take his R- 
Lordfhip on board his fhip, who had faid to him, ** if you will not, • 

" your chief mate wilL" That Lord Pigot was fo much alarmed R. 
on this occafion that he would not ftir from Major Home's houie M. 
(as before he ufually did), telling Major Home that he had been j^^^'j^ 
kidnapped once, but would take care not to be kidnapped again, and 
afluring Major Home, and feveral others, that he would not be 
removed alive. Mr. Ruflel informs us that he fecretly provided Ruffcl. 
his Lordfhip with the means of making refiftance, which (it? 
alfo appears by the fame witnefs) Lord Pigot kept ready by him 
till his removal to the Company's Carden-houfe for the benefit of 
his health. His Lordflup's fentiments on this matter are fet forth 
in the letter from Major Home to Mr. Stratton, a copy of which 
you faw, Gentlemen, in Lord Pigot's hand-writing, fetting forth 
that Lord Pigot had told him (Major Home) that *' he (Lord Pigot) 
•' was informed that feizing him and fending him on board fome fhip 
•• was under confideration ; that he underftood ther^ were different 
•* opinions, however, refolved on; he was determined not to be car- 
•* carried alive; he faid, if the Eaft India Company or the King's 
•* minifter difapproved of his condu6i, let them fend him his dif- 
*' miffion, and he would return to Lngland, and face any charge 
*• they had againft him there ; but as both fides had ^rote to Eng- 

P " land, 
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" land, he could not leave the country until d'% ions arrived in 
*• confequence of thofe difpatches." V 

M. It alfo appears that feveral inhabitants of the fettlement, fenfible 

R. of the danger to which his Lordfliip was expofed, addrefled a remon- 
^* ftrance to the people in power againft fending Lord Pigot home. 

R. That about the 20th of January laft Lord Pigot faw copies of the 

^^' letters to Bengal qn this fubjeft, and the anfwer from the fupreme 
S * Council, encouraging the people in power here to fend his Lordfliip 
R. S. home, if they thought it would be attended with good confequences. 
Pafley. It alfo appears < that this alarm was kept up in his Lordfhip's mind» 
by his Lordfl)ip*s receiving intelligence from Mr. Pafley that he 
would foon receive an official letter to aflure him that the intention 
of fending him home was laid afide ; a draft of fuch a letter was 
fhewn to hie Lordfliip, with the remarks of feveral perfons upon it, 
difapprt)ving of it ; copy of which, Geptlemen, you alfo faw in his 
*• Lordfhip's hand-writing. And Mr. Stone informs us, that Lord 
Pigot ufed to take copies himfelf of any paper containing informa- 
tion which he received privately, and dcftroy the papers themfelves, 
to prevent any difcovery of tl^e perfons from whom he got his 
information* 

Soon after, inftead of this intended letter, another was fent to 
Major Home to fliew his Lordfliip, which implied only that the 
R. people in power would not fend him home by the fliip then under 
S. difpatch. 

R. His Lordfliip's refentment, upon being fliewn this letter, is 

^' evident from a remark of his, which you alfo faw, gentlemen, in his 
own hand-writing. This letter was dated the 20th of January. 

Scdglcy. ^^' Sedgley bears teftimony that a knowledge of this intention 

Haliburton. greatly agitated Lord Pigot, and Mr. Haliburton, that Lord Pigot 

M. conlidered this letter from Bengal as the higheft infult and indignity. 

N. However, neither Mr. Monckton nor my Lord's fervant oblerved 

that this letter had any apparent efFedl on Lord Pigot's health or 

fpirits, which Mr. Monckton attributes to Lord Pigot's great re- 

R, ferve. But Mr. Ruflel fays, notwithftanding his referve, Lord 

Pigot gave him reafon to think that he was much hurt, particularly 

S. by the letter of the 21ft of January, And Mr, Stone fays, that it 

was 
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was appMcnt to himfelf, and his whole family, that Lord Pigot 
never after recovered thofe fpirits which he appeared to have before. 
It alfo appears that Lord Pigot's ficknefs was apparent on the 5th ^hlIet• 
or 6th of March laft. Mr. Ruflel fays, that upon comparing cir- ^ R. 
cumftances, it was apparent to them (Lord Pigot's friends) that for 
eight, nine, or ten days before. Lord Pigot had not been fo well as 
ufual. Mr. Paflcy fays, he cannot determine how long his Lord- P. 
fhip's diforder had taken place in his conftitlition betore (it was 
apparent), but that all diforders of a fimilar kind with his Lord- 
fhip*8, have their caufes exifting in the conftitution long before 
they appear. 

It further appears, from the evidence, that his Lordfliip's diforder M. 
increafed to a dangerous height, that, however, he grew better to- P- 
wards the latter end of March. Mfllet. 

The beginning of April he was attacked with a return of his dif- 
order, and grew daily weaker tillthe 28th of April, when he was 
removed^ in confequence of the recommendation of Mr. Pafley, to R. 
the Company's Garden-houfe for the benefit of the air 5 that on the ^' 
I ith of May his Lordfliip died. 

All the witaefles bear teftimony to Lord Pigot*s good health both M, 
in EngFand and here, previous to his confinement at the Mount, R» 
as far as has come to their knowledge; they alfo mention that Lord g 
Pigot took frequent exercife, particularly walking and riding in an p*. 
open chaife, before his confinement. Andcrfon4 

Meffrs. Moncfcton, ' Stone, arnd Ruflel, reprefent that Lord Pigot m. 
never wrent out but once in a carriage after his confinement, and R^ 
reprefent his exercife in general to have been much lefs after his ^' 
Qonfinement than before. Lord Pigot's fervant mentions, that his N. 
Lordfliip never went out but once in a chaife after his confinement, 
and gives a reafon to believe that the guard who attended Lord Pigot 
had orders to prevent his Lordftiip, had he attempted to get into a 
carriage. Lord Pigot's fervant fays, that he thinks the exercife 
\fhtch: his Lordfhi-p took after his confinement, might be altogether 
as much as he took before, but obferves that it was confined to one 
place; with regard to Lord Pigot's health in his confinement, it does 
not appear that any notice was taken of an abatement of it till fhortly 
before Mr. Pafley was fent for. 

** P 2. Meflrs. 
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M. Meflrs. Monckton, Stone, Ruflcl, and Pafley, bear teftimony, 

S. that Lord Pigot was uncommonly referved, efpecially in every thing 
p' which regarded himfelf, 

Meflrs, Monckton and Ruflel both affirm that Lord Pigot had 
great fenfibility in his difpoiition, and that he was exceedingly tem- 
perate in his diet. The evidence depofe that the age of Lord Pigot, 
when he died, was fifty-eight years. 

I now. Gentlemen, proceed to the evidence of the furgeohs, 
relative to this queflion, and here beg leave to obferve, that I fliould 
think it would be more fafe for the Jury, on this queflion, to go 
upon the opinions of the furgeons, in relation to the particular dif- 
order of which Lord Pigot died, rather than on any applicatioa 
which the Jury thcmfelves may make from the general opinions of 
the furgeons to the particular cafe of Lord Pigot; though the 
anfwers of the furgeons, to the general queflions put to them, may 
ferve to corroborate this evidence, on the particular cafe of Lord 
Pigot, if they are found to correfpond therewith; however, on this 
matter, every man will judge for himfelf. 

Paflcy. Gentlemen, the evidence of the furgeons is to the following pur- 
port : and firfl, Mr. Pafley, in anfwer to the general queflions, gives 
it as his opinion, that the paflions, and all the.circumftances which 
afFed the mind, will of courfe fo affed the body as Jo produce dif- 
orders. But he obferves, that advanced life has generally more 
. firmnefs and fortitude, and lefs fenfibility of nerves, and is therefore 
more able to fupport the. injuries which arife from a change of 
fituation, and other misfortunes. As to what more particularly 
relates to Lord Pigot, Mr. Pafley informs us that Lord Pigot died of 
a putrid bilious fever, originated in a difordered liver ; that diforders. 
of this kind are occafioned from a great variety of caufes, as intern- 
perance, impaired digeflion, pafliona of the mind^ indolence^ and 
want of exercife. 

Mr. Pafley (as well as Lord Pigot's fervant, and his mofl intimate 
acquaintance MefTrs. RufTel, Stone, and Monckton) bear teflimony 
of his Lordfhip's good conflitution, and the great fhare of health he 
enjoyed before his confinement. 

Alfo in anfwer to the queflion, whether his Lordfhip's general 
good health was not a proof that the exercife which he ufually took 

agreed 
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agreed with his conftitution, and was of great confequence in prc- 
ferving his health ? Mr. Pafley anfwers, that he does think it was.' 
After this Mr. Pafley obferves, that all involuntary reftraint, ac- 
companied with uneafinefs of mind, are produdtive of diforders, arid 
no doubt, in many refpeds, contributed to lay the foundation of 
his Lordfliip's diforder. On the other hand, Mr. Pafley obferves, 
that Lord Pigot*s illnefs was a diforder peculiar to this country, and 
that men in all fituations are fubjed to diforders of the fame kind. 
He concludes his anfwer to this queftion, which is the twelfth, 
by faying, that uneafinefs of mind, and diminution of exercife^ 
never faiLto produce bilious diforders, of which his Lordfhip died. 

I beg leave to obferve to you, that from the latter part of Mr. 
Pafley's anfwer to the thirteenth queftion (the former part hath been 
already taken notice of), it clearly appears that Mr. Pafley confidered 
the fecond illnefs of Lord Pigot as a return of the firft, rather than 
a frefli diforder ; he alfo intimates, that Lord Pigot was not fo willing 
to take his advice, to prevent a return of his diforder, as might have 
been expedled. 

Upon this part of the evidence, I* muft beg leave to quote a 
paflTage from Serjeant Hawkins, as follows : Book L chap. xxxi. 
{c£L ID. ** If aperfon, hurt by another, died thereof within a year 
•* and day, it is no excufe for the other, that he might have re* 
** covered if he had not negleded to take care of himfelf." 

Mr. Pafley, in anfwer to another queftion, obferves, in general,, , 
that the feelings of injuries, and the effedts they have upon the con-, 
flitution, muft always be in proportion to the chara£ter, the dignity, . 
and profpeds of the perfon who experienced the iiijpry. 

The anfwer to the fixteenth queftion, whether thft exertion appa- 
rent in Lord Pigot, in the attempt to remove him from the Mount 
on the night of the 27th, might or might not lay the. foundation of 
his Lordfliip's diforder ? Mr. Pafley obferves, that the more! ufuat 
effeds of paflion, and violent exertions, are to produce, immediate 
diforders. 

In anfwer to the feventeenth queftion, whether Lord Pigot's 

knowledge of an intention to tranfport him to Europe might riot 

occafion his Lordfliip's diforder? Mr. Pafley tells us, he cannot fay 

that that in particular did, but that that and other dvftrefles, during 

6 his 
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his Lord (Kip's confinement, have contributed to lay the foundation 
of the diforder of which his Lordfliip died. 

The anfwer to the nineteenth queftion, how long the diforder 
might have lain dormant an his Lordlhip's conftitution ? Mr. Pafley 
fays, that all diforders of the mind have their caufes exifting in the 
conftitution long before they appear; of this 1 have before taken 

notice. 

In anfwer to the twenty-third queftion, whether it be not prohable 
and likely, from his Lordftiip's ftate of health before his confine- 
ment, that he might have lived longer, had it not been for the con- 
finement of his perfon, and the treatment he met with in that conr- 
finement ? Mr. Pafley fays, that he has already obferved that hi- 
Lordfliip.'s fituation, and the circumftances that attended it, had cons 
tributed to lay the foundation of the diforder of which his Ldrdfhip 
died, but that hp cannot fay whether in any fituation his Lordfhip 
might not have been attacked with diforders. 

Mr. Pafley's anfwer to a general queftion, on his Lord(hip*s dif- 
order, is as follows: ** After what I have faid on the fubjedl (the 
" caufe of his Lordlhip's diforder), I have only obferve, that during 
" the cold months, when his Lordfliip feemed to be in perfect health* 
" the weather counteracted the efieds of his confinement, and other 
** circumftances that might contribute to form a difeafe; but the 
** heat of the fun in the fpring, by increafing a redundance of bile, 

and giving it a tendency to putrefadion, brought on more fpe.edily 

his Lordfliip's illnefs." 
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So far Mr. Pafley upon this point ; and we further learn from 
him, that he continually attended Lord Pigot the firft part of his 
illnefs, whilft any danger remained, and that, during the latter part 
of his illnefs, Mr. Pafley ftaid in the boufe with his Lordfliip. I alfo 
found Mr.. Pafley in the houfe after his Lordfliip's deceafe. 

It may not be amifs here to obferve that Mr. Pafley has pradiCed 
upwards of twenty years in this country, fixtecn years of which he 
has been one of the principal furgeons of the eftablifliment. 

Anderron. The evidence of Mr- Anderfon is as follows: The purport of his 

anfwers to the general queftions put to him is, that the paflTions and 

affedions of the mind may fometimes have an eflfed on the conftitu- 
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tions of luch perfons as are not fo much of philofophers as to have 
conquered their paflions and affedlions, but thofe afFedions are fre- 
quently produced from the difeafes of the body. 

He thinks that the paflions make lefs impreflions on perfons in ad- 
vanced life, as they have more reafon and rcfledlion, and have had 
time for more obfervation of mankind and themfelves. 

He fays, there is no fort of doubt but great alterations, in refpedt 
to exercife and manner of life, are attended with much rifk. 

As to his particular knowledge of Lord Pigot's difeafe, he ac- 
quaints us, that Lord Pigot's difeafe was a bilious and putrid com- 
plaint, that he thought that Lord Pigot's liver was enlarged, which 
he could more eafily judge of from Lord Pigot's being much ema- 
ciated. That he vifited Lord Pigot but twice during his ficknefs at the 
Mount : that in one of thofe vifits Lord Pigot acquainted him, that 
he (Lord Pigot) dated his illnefs from having caught cold by drink- 
ing punch after having heated himfelf in Mr. Monckton's garden, but 
Mr. Anderfon cannot fay whether this converfation related to the firft 
or fecond time that Lc^d Pigot was taken ill. 

Mr. Anderfon bears teftimony to the general good health of Lord 
Pigot, and tells us, that Lord Pigot informed him that, whenever he 
found himfelf a little out of order, his remedy was abftinence, and 
that he never ufed to apply to the furgeons for medicines. This alfo 
is confirmed by Meflrs. llufTel, Monckton, Stone, and Pafley. In an- 
fwer to the.queftion, whether his LordIhip*s general good health be 
not a proof that the exercife which he took, before his confinement^ 
agreed with his conftitution, and was of great confequence, in pre- 
ferving his health ? Mr. Anderfon fays, that no doubt it muft have 
contributed to preferve not only his health, but his ftrength. 

I next proceed to the evidence of Mr. Davis. Mr. Davis ob- Da?f« 
ferves, thai having never attended Lord Pigot, nor been confulted 
{by the furgeons who attended him) on the difeafe of which his Lord- 
fliip died, he cannot fay what the difeafe was, nor any thing certain 
regarding it. In anfwer to a general queftion, whether a deep fenfe 
of injury and aff^ront (if often repeated, and long continued) do not 
prey upon the mind, and occafion obftinate diforders ? he fays, 
that, in his opinion, it does, and that it may fo affed the conftitu- 
tion as to produce dangerous diforders. 

That 
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That It 18 dangerous to tamper with the human pafflons, for from 
the paffions of the mind the human body may be fo affeded as to 
produce the mod violent diforders ; the anfwer to the queftion, 
whether the efFeds of the paffions be more eafily produced on perfons 
in advanced life? he fays, he is of opinion that they are. 

He bears teftimony to the general good health of Lord Pigot, and 
fays, we may judge of the benefit which the exercife he took (before 
his confinement) was to him from the good health he enjoyed. 

He is of opinion, that anxiety and a peculiar ftrong agitation of 
.mind, from many caufes, may not only fix difeafe and increafe it, 
but.even render it mortal. 

^ He fays, that had the circumftances happened to him, which hap- 
pened to Lord Pigot, they would have fo irritated the paffions of 
his mind as to produce difagreeable efFeds on his conflitution. 

He is of opinion, that all the anxieties and vexations that hap- 
pened to Lord Pigot, during his confinement, might ferve to injure 
his Lordfhip's conflitution. 

Mallet, Mr. Mallet having aded under the dircdions of Mr. Pafley, dur- 
ing Lord Pigot's illnefs, his evidence is chiefly to matter of fad, and 
therefore not neceffary to be taken notice of here. 

Such parts of the evidence of Mr. Lathom, Sir Edward Hughes, 
and Mr. Pafley, as corroborate the evidence read to the furgeons I 
have occafionally referred to^ though their evidence was not talcen 

till afterwards. 

In flating the above evidence, the Jury will obferve, that I have 
purpofely confined myfelf to what regards the prefent queflion ; fuch 
part of the evidence as have a relation to the queflions that may here- 
after be put, fhall be taken notice of when thofe queftiotis are pro- 
pofed. I mufl further obferve, that the Jury will do well to con- 
fider the whole evidence of the furgeons, which I have but imper- 
fedly abftraded, and in particular that of Mr. Pafley, who appears 
to have been mofl acquainted with Lord Pigot's illnefs. Now, Gen- 
tlemen, upon this evidence, you will determine whether Lord IMgot's 
^confinement were or were not the caufe of his death. 

If 
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If you find that Lord Pigot's confinement, and treatment he met 
with in that confinement, were not the caufe of his death, your ver- 
diQ: will of courfe be, that Lord Pigot died by the vifitation of God 
in the courfe of nature. 

If you find that Lord Pigot^s confinement, and treatment in that 
confinement, were the caufe of his death, I have other quefiions to 
propofe which, in my opinion, will facilitate the finding of your 
final verdi£t; why, and for what reafon this laft finding verdidt, I 
fliall difcufs, if there be occafion to come to the next queftion. 

One thing more I have to obferve, that, in my opinion, none 
of the witneffes have given a fatisfaflory account of Lord Pigot's 
temper, any further than his great referve, which might arife from 
a delicacy in thofe nearly connedled with his Lordfhip. I therefore, 
Gentlemen, think that there is no impropriety in mentioning what 
has occurred to me on this fubjed ; and you, Gentlemen, who have 
been perfonally acquainted with Lord Pigot, will be able to judge 
whether my obfervation on Lord Pigot's temper be juft or not. 
Now, Gentlemen, Lord Pigot always appeared to me to have been 
naturally a man of what is called a hafty temper, but who had 
fo far got the better of this natural difpofition, that he could com- 
mand it when there was occafion : my reafons for thinking fo, are, 
that I have fometimes obferved Lord Pigot to appear angry upon 
trivial -occafions ; but when his Lord(hip has had great caufe of 
vexation, I never could obferve any appearance of anger in his 
Lordfliip, which I always attributed to the command he had obtained 
over his natural difpofition. 

IIL 

Gentlemen, In cafe that your determination on the fecond queftion 
Ihould be, That Lord . Pigot's confinement was the caufe of his 
death, I propofe to explain to you, why and for what reafon this 
finding is no verdidt, and cannot be received by me as fuch ; and do 
not doubt of giving yon entire fatisfadlion on this head. 

And firft. Gentlemen, 1 muft obferve to you that your verdid, like 
the verdi£t of other Juries, muft contain fuch a decifiou iii law, as 
will either totally acquit and abfolve, or lay fome ofrence to the 
charge of others. Now, Gentlemen, the finding that a perfon died 
in confequence of a confinement, without finding that he fuflPered a 
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more rigorous treatment in that confinement, than others in (imilar 
circumftances undergo, or without entering into the legality or ille- 
gality of his confinement ; fuch a finding neither acquits nor ac- 
cufes any one : it implies no breach of the laws of your country, nor 
does it anfwer the intent of the law in ordering Inquefts on perfons 
dying in confinement, the intent whereof it is to certify, whether 
the death of the perfon, who died in confinement, were or were not 
occafioned by a more rigorous treatment than perfons in fimilar cir- 
cumftances undergo ; or rather, to certify whether the prifoner have 
or have not fufFered greater hardlhips in his confinement, than the 
law has authorized for the benefit of fociety. 

. Perfons die daily under confinement, and no doubt their confine- 
ment is frequently the caufe of their death ; yet if no extraordinary 
rigours have been exercifed upon them, the law does not confider 
their death as out of the courfc of nature, provided their confine* 
ment is legal. 

For inftance, a debtor in a gaol 13 deprived of his excrcife ; he has, 
perhaps befides, the anxiety of refleding that his family, on account 
of his confinement, are deprived of the benefit of his labour, and thefe 
circumilances ib operate on his conftitution as to cccafion his death ; 
yet, Gentlemen, you muft all be fenfible that the law, confidering 
his confinement as legal, does not account his death violent, or out 
of the courfe of nature, nor is any one called to anfwer for it, pro- 
vided no unneceffary hardfhips were put upon him. 

And this confideration naturally leads to the next queftion. Hav- 
ing, as I hope, convinced you, Gentlemen, that your finding that 
Lord Pigot's confinement caufed his death, cannot be your final 
verdid, and in that cafe, the next queftion I have to propefe to your 
confideration is, 

Whether Lord Pigot's death were or were not occafioned by a 
more rigorous treatment, during his confinement, than perfons of his 
Lordfhip's rank and condition ufually experience ? 

The fubftance of the evidence^ with regard to the treatment of 
Lord Pigot during his confinement, is as follows. 

R. That his Lordfhip's confinement was at firfl; more Arid than 

S. £. H. afterwards ; that the firft day after hia amfi^nement he was denied 
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the privilege of fpeaking in private with his friends, but it does not s. 
appear that this was denied him at any time afterwards, but rather R. 
the contrary; that in a little time Major Home allowed his Lord* ^* 
fhip to walk to the houfe called General Lawrence's houfe, where M- 
his family and Mr. Monckton's refided, about a quarter of a mile g . 
diftant from Major Home's, and in the gardens of thai houfe ; that n. 
his Lordfhip could alfo walk to the other houfes at the Mount, and D. 
about the environs, but always accompanied by an officer and one 
or two artillery men ; that his Lordfliip did not, during the firft ^* 
part of his confinement, come fo often to the houfe called General 
Lawrence's, as he did in the latter part, which might in fome de- 
gree be attributed to his apprehenfions from fome of the Nabob's 
horfe, ftationed during the firft part of his confinement near Major 
Home's houfe. 

The accommodations which Lord Pigot had at Major Home's M. 
houfe, were one room to himfelf, which Mr. Monckton fays was ?• 
the beft room in the houfe ; that after he fell fick he had alfo a clo- pj 
fet or paffage adjoining for the ufe of his fervants, that he had the 
ufe of the hall and veranda in common with the family. 

It would be fuperfiuous in me to be more particular on this head^ 
fince, Gentlemen, all, or the greater part of this Jury, have fre- 
quently feen Lord Pigot during his confinement, and the manner in 
which he was treated in their prefence. 

If, upon the foregoing evidence, or from your own knowledge, you 
find that Lord Pigot 's death was occafioned by a more rigorous treat- 
ment than prifoners of his Lordftiip's rank and condition ufually 
experience, your verdict muft, in that cafe, be wilful murder againft 
the perfons who had charge of Lord Pigot's perfon, who treated him 
with ihofe rigours during his confinement : " For if a prifoner by Burn's Juf- 
** durefs of the gaoler come to an untimely death, it is murder in the «icc. Page 
'* gaoler, and the law implies malice by reafonof the cruelty." +"• ♦^^* 

It will alfo be neceflary. Gentlemen, that you fpecify the parti- 
culars of the ill treatment, for they muft be entered on the Inqueft as 
part of the verdidt. 

And in this cafe, the Jury will next confider, who are the perfons 
who, having Lord Pigot's perfon in their cuftody, put thofe hardr- 
(hips upon him. 

0^2 If 
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If you find that Lord Pigot's death was not occafioned by a more 
rigorous treatment than perfons of his rank and condition ufually 
experience, you will bring in your verdi£t, that Lord Pigot died by 
the vifitation of God, and in the courle of nature; unlefs you will 
take upon you to enquire of the legality or illegality of Lord Pigot's 
confinement. 

And here, Gentlemen, I would advife you not to be too hafty in 
declining fuch an enquiry, but to confider maturely, whether it be 
or be not your duty and province to enquire of this matter ; for. 
Gentlemen, fliould it hereafter appear that Lord Pigot's death was 
occafioned by an illegal confinement, and that it was your duty to 
enquire into the legality or illegality of the confinement, you will 
no doubt be highly cenfured for declining fuch an enquiry, 

I have further to obferve to you on this head, that Sir Edward 
Hughes, Commander in Chief of his majefty's fquadron in India, has 
informed us, that he did not take upon him to judge of this matter. 

And alfo, it is well known to fuch of the members of this Jury as 
are Aldermen of the Mayor's Court, and perhaps to others, that the 
Court of Judicature at Bengal have not taken upon them to determine 
upon this point, forefeeing that a determination of theirs might pof- 
fibly be attended with dangerous confequences. 

Whether thefe authorities, efpecially the latter, ought to have any 
weight with this Jury, I leave entirely to their confideration, obferv- 
ving that, in my opinion, the queftion of the legality or illegality of 
Lord Pigoi's confinement, may be difcuflcd without taking into con* 
fideration the legality or illegality of the prefcnt Government, which, 
in my opinion, is a matter quite foreign to the prefent enquiry, and 
which the Jury have nothing to do with. 

I (hall add a queftion which may probably evince the ncceflity of 
the Jury's confidering, whether it be or be not their duty and pro- 
vince to determine of the legality or illegality of Lord Pigot's con- 
finement. 

Burtfs Juf- <t If a man, byharfli and unkind ufagc, put another into fuch a 

427! Vd! ** paffion of grief or fear, that the party either die fuddenly, or con- 

ii. Sea. II. ** ^radl fome difeafe whereof he dies, though this may be murder or 

*' manflaughter in the fight of God, yet in a human judicature it 

** cannot 
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** cannot come under felony, becaufe no external ad of violence was 
" ofFered, whereof the law can take notice." (Hale^s Hijiory of the 
Ple^s of the Croivn, Page 429.) 

Now, Gentlemen, it is evident to me, that a legal confinement is not 
fuch an external a<ft as Sir Mathew Hale fpeaks of, though it is pof- 
fible an illegal confinement may ; of which you will confider, if you 
find that it be your duty to enquire into the legality or illegality of 
Lord Pigot's confinement. 

It therefore* Gentlemen, remains wiih you to determine, whether 
you be or be not authorifed to enquire of this matter. If you find 
that you are not, I muft obferve to you that it can, on no account 
whatfoever, be prefumed that Lord Pigot's confinement was illegal, 
and therefore, in that cafe, your verdidt muft be, that Lord Pigot 
died by the vifitation of God, and in the courfe of nature. 

And here. Gentlemen, I beg leave to obferve to you, that this 
finding w^ll not preclude a future enquiry into the caufe of Lord 
Pigot's death, by perfons who fhall hereafter be authorifed to en- 
quire of the legality or illegality of Lord Pigot's confinement. 

And alfo that your opinion, if you do find that Lord Pigot's con- 
finement was the caufe of his death, will be known to the world by 
being entered on the minutes of this Inqueft, in anfwer to the fecond 
queftion propofed by me for your confideralion. 

If you find that it is your duty to enquire into the legality or 
illegality of Lord Pigot's confinement, 1 wiU proceed to ftate the 
evidence on this head, after obferving to you what, in my opinion* 
may render a confinement illegal. 

Upon refledion, it occurs to me that the queftion may be ftated 
in a difi^erent manner, which perhaps may fet it in a new light, 

Whether the Jury (who are fworn to enquire of the death of Lord 
Pigot deceafed under confinement) are in duty bound to enquire, If 
Lord Pigot's death was occafioned by a more rigorous treatment in 
his confinement than prifoners of his rank and condition ufually ex-* 
perience, and no more. 

Or, 
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Or, whether it be the duty of the Jury to enquire of the legality 
or illegality of Lord Pigot's confincnoent, a^ well aa other circum- 
(lances relative thereto. 

IV. 

Gentlemen, I now proceed to ftate the evidence, touching the le- 
gality or illegality of Lord Pigot's confinement ; in cafe you find that 
it is your duty to enquire of this matter. 

And firft, Gentlemen, I will ohferve to you, that in my opinion 
a confinement may be illegal, on the following accounts. 

Blackftone's When the criroc, offence, or caufe affigncd for the confinement, 
Commcnta- jg ^^^ (y^j^ ^g \^y ^j^^ j^^^ ^f Q^r couatry^ futnciSk pcrfons to fuch 
ncs, 7d vol. r , ^ /^ J r 

^^ conhnement. 

Secondly, when the offence affigned as a reafon for the confine- 
ment is bailable, and bail is refufcd, after which (the refufing of 
bail) the confinement becomes illegal. 

Thirdly, where there is a deficiency in the form of the warrant or 
order, by which a perfon is confined ; fuch as an omiffion of the 
crime or offence in the body of the warrant, &c. 

There are no doubt other confiderations, which will render a con- 
finement illegal, with which I am not fufficiently acquainted, to lay 
them before the Jury ; but the foregoing, I am clear, are fufiicient 
to render a confinement illegal ; and I (hall therefore proceed to ftate 
the evidence on- this head, upon the proclamation, records of the 
Mayor's Court, &c. 

Oath by And firft, you will do well to confider attentively, the oath of 

Lord Pigot. Lqj.j pjg^j . ^^ attefted copy of which, under the feal of the Mayor*s 
Court, I have laid before you ; the greater part of which is corrobo- 
TclUfinga. rated and confirmed by the evidence of Tellafinga. 

From the oath aforefaid, it appears, with what eommiffion and 
powers Lord Pigot came out to India. 

R, That his Lordfhip took charge of Fort St. George on or about the 

pth of December, 1775, ^7 virtue of the faid commiffion; that his 

Lordfhip 
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Lordfliip conUTiued in the cxercife of the authority granted him by 
his comxniffion, aad in poffeffion of Fort St. GcorgCi until the 24th 
of Augoft lafl, about eight o'clock in the eyening ; when he waa Tell; 
ftopi: ID his chaife on the highway^, on the ifland between the two 
bridges, by an armed and military force; that Colonel James Stuart, 
Captain James Eidingtoun (otherwife called Colonel £idingtoun), 
Adjutant^general, and Captain Arthur Lyfaght, did alTatilt, feize» 
and <omjpc\ the faid Lord Pigot (he the faid Lord Pigot being in bo- 
dily fear of hia life) to enter the poft-chaife of Mr. Paul Benfield, 
therein the faid Captain Arthur Lyfaght alio entered, having in his^ 
hand a piftol ; that an European, whom there is reafon to believe 
was armed with loaded piftols, mounted behind the faid chariot ; 
that the faid chariot proceeded to St. Thomas's Mount, where Lord Oath 
Pigot was delivered over to the cuftody of Major Home (with cer- ^^8^^ 
tain order or orders, faid to be from the faid Colonel James Stuart)^ 
in whofe cuAody Lord Pigot remained, till about the time of his Lath 
death. 

It alfo appears^ that fomc days after Lord Pigot^s confinement. Lath. 
Mr. Sedgley, his attorney at law, applied to Major Horne, in the Halli 
prefence of Meflrs. Lathom and Halliburton, for the order or war- 
rant, by virtue of which Major Horne detained Lord Pigot a pri- 
foner at his houfe, in order to obtain a writ of Habeas Corpus from 
the Honourable the Mayor's Court ; that Major Horne refufcd ta 
produce the order or warrant, or a copy of it, to Mr. Sedgley, as is 
attefted try Meflrs* Lathom and Halliburton^ 

Now, Gentlemen, the plain inference from this refufal is, that the 
warrant or order was not fuch a legal warrant, as would juftify 
Major Horne in detaining Lord Pigot a prifoner ; if it had been fuch,. 
where was the neceflity or ufe in refufing to produce ii, or *a copy 
of it, when legally applied to* 

Now the caufes or reafons afligned for confining Lord Pigot, are 
let forth at large, in a proclamation figned by Meflrs. Stratton, Sir 
Robert Fletcher^ Henry Brooke, Charles Floyer, Archdale Palmer, 
Francis Jourdan, and George Mackay, and by their orders read at 
difi^erent times in the Fort; firft to the foldiers, by the faid Captain 
^Arthur Lyfaght ; afterwards, by Mr. Secretary Oakley, to all the 
European inhabitants of this Town of Madras ; put up at the feveral 
gates of the Fort, and difpatched, not only to the dependencies of 
this Settlement, but to every part of India* 

Copy^ 
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Copy of which proclamation, I have, Gentlemeni laid before 
you ; which copy has been examined by me ; which I myfelf com<* 
pared with that upon the Sea-gate of this Fort, and I believe to be a 
true copy of the original, except that the names of the perfons fign* 
ing, are not ranged in the fame orden 

Now, Gentlemen, you will confider, whether in this proclamation) 
there be or be not, any treafon, felony, or other oflFence, againft the 
laws of your country, laid to the charge of Lord Pigot ; if you find 
that there is, or if any fuch charges againft Lord Pigot, have come 
to your knowledge, fince the ifluing of the faid proclamation, then 
you will find the confinement of Lord Pigot legal ; except you find 
that there was a deficiency in point of form in the warrant. 

If, Gentlemen, you find no treafon, felony, or other oflfence, 
againft the laws of your country, in the faid proclamation, nor have 
heard of any fuch charges being laid to Lord Pigot, you will find 
the confinement illegal ; you will alfo find the confinement illegal, if 
you find that there was any deficiency in the order or warrant by 
which Lord Pigot was confined. 

Upon the whole, Gentlemen, if you find Lord Pigot*s confine- 
ment was legal, your verdifik, for reafons foregiven, will be, that 
Lord Pigot died by the vifitation of God, in the courfe of nature. 

If you find that Lord Pigot's confinement (which caufed his death) 
was illegal; you will next confider what off^ence this illegal confine- 
ment, and the confequence of it, the death of Lord Pigot, is in the 
fenfe of the law. 

And here. Gentlemen, I once more beg leave to obferve to you, 
that, in my opinion, this queftion, the legality or illegality of Lord 
Pigot's confinement, may be difcufted. without taking into confider- 
ation the legality or illegality of the prefent government, by whom 
Lord Pigot was confined ; with which, in my opinion, the Jury 
have nothing to do, fince it implies no contradidlion ; but on the 
contrary, it appears from hiftory, that a legal government may do 
illegal ads. 
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V. 

6entl€meil, yoti have T\6i^ fotiftd that thtf cotffiifcttitf'nff 6f Lotd 
Pigot tras illegal ; you have before found that h<>td Pigot*8 confine- 
ment was the caufe of his death. 



Yotr Will do well, in th* next pldce, to confider matofely the B» 
opinion before qtioted, of Sir Matthew Hale, viz. ** If a man by '" 
*• harfh and unkind ufage, put another into fuch a pafliofi, or grief, 
*' or fear, that the party either die fuddenly, or contradl fome dif- 
•* eafe, whereof he dies; though this may ht murder of man- 
•* flaughter in the fight of God, yet in a human judkat'-re, it can- 
" not come under the judgment of felony, becaufe no external a£t of 
•* violence was offered, whereof the law can take notice." {Hak^s 
H}ft\ of the Pleas of the Crowriy 429.J 

Gentlemen, in my opinion, the foregoing implies, that if there 
be fuch an external aft, whereof the law can take notice, then the 
eventual, harfh, and unkind ufage, in that external a<St, which caufed 
the death of the perfon, will in a human judicature come under the 
judgment of jnurdcr or manflaughter. 

You will therefore proceed to confider, whether an illegal con- 
finement be or be not fuch an external a£t, as that eventually cau- 
ling the death of any one, will bring that death under the judgment 
of murder or manflaughter in a human judicature. 

If you find that an illegal confinement be not fuch an external aft, 
your verdift (according to the foregoing great authority) will be, 
that Lord Pigot died of the vifitation of God in the ^ourfe of 
nature. 

If you find that an illegal confinement be fuch an external aft, ad 
that eventually caufing the death of any one will bring that death 
under the judgment of murder or manflaughter, in the fenfe of the 
law, you will next proceed to which of thefe two offences the de^^th of 
tord Pigot can be imputed. The better to enable you to do this, in 
ihe extraordinary cafe of Lord Pigot's death; and alfo to enable you 
to determine, whether the prefent' offence be murder or manflaugh- 
ter, I have quoted the following authorities from fuch books as are 
in my poffeilion* 

R Judge 
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Bhckftone's Judge Blac^ftone obferves, hodk 4thf chap. I4th» page 195, that 
Comtnenta- ^^ murder is now thus defined^ or rather defcribed by Sir Edward 
TICS, vol. iv, <c Cote ; when a perfon of found memory and difcretion unlawfully 
J^» *95* «< killeth ?iny reafonable creature in being, and under the King's 
" peace, with malice forethought, either expreffcd or implied." 

P. 196. " The unlawful nefs arifes from the killing without Warrant or 

^' excufe, and there muft alfo be an adual killing to conftitute mur- 
*^ der (for a bare aflfault with an intent to kill, is only a great mif- 
** demeanor). The killing may be poifoning, ftriking, ftarving, 
^' and a tfaoufand other forms of death, by which human nature 
** may be overcome.*' 

p "If any man does fuch an a£t of which the probable confequences 

*• may be, and eventually is death ; fuch killing may be murder* 
** although no firoke is ftruck by himfelf ; as was the cafe of the 
" unnatural fon, who expofed his fick father to the air againft his 
** will, by reafon whereof he died ; and of the harlot who laid her 
" child in an orchard, where a kite c^me and killed it.^' 

P 108 and " ^^^ killing muft be committed with malice forethought, to 
S99. " make it the crime of murder; that is the grand criterion which now 

** diftixiguifhes murder from other killing; and when the malice 
" prepenfe, malitia pr^cogitata^ is not fo properly fpite or malevo- 
lence to the deceafed in particular, as an evil defign in generaU 
the di£tates of a wicked, depraved, and malignant heart, un dif^ 
** pofttion a faire un tnal chofe ; and it may be either exprcfled or 
** implied in law. Exprefs malice is, when one, with a fedate deli- 
** berate mind and formed defign, doth kill another ; which formed 
defign is evidenced by external circumftances difcovering that ia- 
ward intention/*' 
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P. ace. •* In many cafes, where no malice is expreffed, the law will imply 

*^ it ; as where a man wilfully poifons another; in fuch a deliberate 

" a£t, the law prefumes malice, though no particular enmity can be 

•♦ proved.*' 

P. aoi. ** ^^ ^"^^ intends to do another felony, and undefignedly kills a 

•* man^ this is alfo murder.'' 

Ditto. ** ^ homicide is prefumed to be malicious, I'.ntrl the contrary 

^' appcareth upon evidence." 

chap. 31ft, Serjeant Haivkins {Book i/?, Chap^ 31^, which is of Murder, 
fc^ 3^- Se^L 3^) obfcrves^ *^ That by nwrder at this day, we underftand 

« the 
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^ ihe wilful killing of any fubjedl whatfoever, through malice 
** forethought." 

As to the firft part, viz. *' In what cafes a man may be faid to Scfl. . 
" kill another, not only he, who, by a wound or blow, or by poi- 
'* foning, ftrangling, famifhing, &c, diredly caufes another's death, 
** but alfo in many cafes, he who, by wilfully and deliberately doing 
** a thing which apparently endangers another's life, thereby occa« 
•* fions his death, (hall be judged lo kill him." 

Serjeant Hawkins quotes the cafe of the unnatural fon, &c. Sea. 

The cafe of the harlot before taken, notice of. Sea. 

*' If a perfon hurt by another die thereof within a year and a Sea. 
** day, it is no cxcufe for the other, that he might have recovered, 
** if he had not negledled to take care of himfelf." 

^^ As to what killing (hall be adjudged of malice prepenfe orSed. 
V murder, it h to be obferved, that any formed defign of doing mif- 
** chief may be called malice ; and therefore, that not fuch killing 
** only as proceeds from premeditated hatred or revenge againft the 
*^ perfon killed, but alfo in many other cafes, fuch as is accompanied 
** with thofe circumftances as fhew the heart to be perverfely wicked, 
•* is adjudged to be of malice prepenfe, and confequently murder." 

'* And according to this notion I fhall confider firft, fuch murder Scfi. 
' " a$ is occafioned by an exprefs purpofe to do fome perfonal injury 
^' to him in particular who is flain ; in which cafe the malice feems 
*• to be more properly faid to be implied. 

" By malice exprefled, is meant a deliberate intention of doing 
** any bodily harm to another whereunto by law a perfon is not 
«* authorized." (i Halt's Hifi. P. C. 154.^ 

*• The evidence of fuch malice muft arife from external circum- 
^* ftances, difcovering that inward intention, as lying in wait, &c. 
•• ^1 Hale^s Hifi. P. C. ^51.) ^d. Malice implied is in feveral cafes, 
'* as where one violently kills another without any provocation ; for 
*^ in this cafe the law prefumes it to be malicious, and he is a public 
" enemy of mankind." (^i IfoA?VP,C 455, 456.^ 6th. "When 
*^ a prifoner dieth by durefs of the gaoler, the law implies ma- 

R a " lice 
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«* lice by rcafon of the cruelty/' f$ Inft. $%.) Btb. ^* Whenever 
^* it appears that a man killed ai^other, it fliali be intended, prima 
*• facie^ that he did it malicioufly, unlefs he can make out the con- 
^^ trary by (hewing that he did it on a fudden provocation!, or the 
•' like." ( Hawkins f 9 2. J Gentlemen, I have throwa together 
thefe quotations for your information, but would advife you to have 
recourfe to the books themfelves for your further fatisfa^ion. And 
now. Gentlemen^ having firfl: determined whether the illegal con- 
finement of Lord Pigot be fuch ap external ad as is attended to in 
the foregoing quotations from Sir Matthew Hale, you will next 
confider whether there be malice evprefs or iqipUed* 

And now, Gentlemen, I will obferve to you, that it doe$ not ap« 
pear to me from the evidence, that there was any exprefs malice or 

?revious defign of caufing the death of Lord Pigot by confinement, 
ou will yourfelves judge whether ipaUce ought to be implied from 
the following circumftance^ which appeared in the courfe of the evi- 
dence. 

Oath of And firft, It appears that Lord Pigot was (lopped on the highway 
Lord Pigot. i^ ijjg Qpgp chaife by an armed and military force. 

Petition and Secondly, That Captain l^yfaght had a piftol in his h^nd, with 
oath of Lord which he entered the po(l<^chariot with Lord Pigot, and continued 
Pigot, ^ith the faid piftol in the chariot from the Ifland to the Mount| 
which I need not inform you, Gentlemen, is about eight miles* 

Lathom, Thirdly, That ILrord Pigot was apprehenfive that the feizure of 

the Fort might occafion the hurt of m^ny people, 

PaOcy. Fourthly, That Mr. Pafley, on the 28th of April laft, acquainted 

Mr. Stratton, who faid he was confulting with his Council upon the 
matter. That if the re-comniitting Lord Pigot to a military guar<l 
ibould come to his Lordfhip's knowledge, it would irritate him, and 
might do him coniiderable injury in the fituation his Lordfhip was 
then in. 

That notwithftanding this infotmation from the furgeon attending 
his Lordlhip, Mr. Stratton and his Council did recommit Lord Pigot 
to a military guard ; nor does it ever appear that any precautions 
were taken by Mr, Stratton and his Council to i^eep 4 knowledge of 

i this 
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this from his Lordfliip, though Major Home, at the defire of Mr. 
Moncktoni promifed tp do it as much as lay in his power. 

I fliall obferve to you, Gentlemen, that in thefe inftances there 
appears to me to be a very blameable degree of indifference as to the 
lives of others; whether ibey imply malice according to the fpirit of 
the law, you, Gentlemen» will judge; you will confider whether 
the words attefted by Meffrs. Ruffel, Stone, Monckton, and Lathom^ ' 
to be in an order fhewn by Major Home to them and to Lord Pigot, 
and figned George Stratton, Robert Fletcher, Charles Floyer, Arch- 
dale Palmer, Francis Jourdan^ and George Mackay, do or do not 
imply malice according to law. The words are as follows: " As the 
" laft refource in cafe 6f an attempt to refcue Lord Pigot, his life 
** muft anfwer it, and this you will fignify to him/' 

If you find that thefe inftances do not imply malice, your verdidk 
will be manflaughter : If you find that they do, your verdi£l will be* 
murder. And in either cafe you will next confider who are the per- 
fons concerned. 

And in this enquiry you muft be careful to diftinguifli the prin- 
cipals from the acceflaries, on which fubjedl I ihall obferve, that all 
thofe prefent aiding and aififting in the feizure of Iiord Pigot are 
principals ; and alfo all thofe by whofe orders the faid principals 
aded, are acceffaries before the fad. For your further information 
on this head I refer ygu to the 29th chapter of the fecond book of 
Hmvkins^s Pleas of the Cro^untf which is of the arraignment of prin- 
cipal and acceffary. Now it appears from the evidence of Telafinga, R.M. Court, 
and from the oath of Lord Pigot, on the Records of the Mayor's ^^'J ^f 
Court, that Colonel James Stuart, Captain Arthur Lyfaght, Captain ^^ '^ 
James Eidingtoun (otherwife called Lieutenant-colonel, Eidingtoun), , 
Adjutant General, and certain fepoys, whofe names are not known, 
a£ting under the undue^ influence of the faid Colonel James Stuart, 
Captain Arthur Lyfaght, and Captain James Eidingtoun, were 
principals in feizing the perfon of Lord Pigot. Telafinga, indeed, Telafinga. 
does not bear evidence againft Captain Eidingtoun; he fays, that the 
officer who affifted Colonel Stuart and Captain Lyfaght appeared to 
him to be Mr. Sydenham ; however, Lord Pigot, who Inuft have 
known Captain Eidingtoun perfectly, from the public ftation in 
which he aded, pofitively fwears to his perfon in his oath upon thcQ^jj^ ^f 
Records of the Mayor's Court, and it is hardly poflible that he (hould Lord Pigot 
be miftaken. From the fame evidence it appears^ that the faid 
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Arthur Lyfaglit, and Matthew Home, Major of artillery, together 
with certain perfons, officers, and others belonging to the corps of 
artillery (lationed at St. Thomas's Mount, aAing under the undue 
influence of the faid Major Home ; alfo certain fepoys adling under 
the faid undue influence, were principals in reflraining and confin- 
ing the perfon of the faid Lord Pi^ot, as well at the Company's 
Garden-houfe as at St. Thomas's Mount aforeiaid. It alfo appears 
from the Records of the Mayor's Court, that the Members of a 
Court of Appeal, held 24th of December, 1776, acknowledged that 
Lord Pigot was reflrained and confined by their order in their capa- 
city of Members of this Government ; alfo thofe perfons whofe 
names appear to the proclamation laid before you, dated 124th of 
Augufl, 1776, wherein they call themfelves the only reprefeatatives 
of the Company and Members of the Government of Fort Saint 
George, and its Dependencies, viz. George Stratton, Sir Robert 
Fletcher, Henry Brooke, Charles Floyer, Archdale Palmer, Fraacis 
Jourdan, and George Mackay, acknowledge, in the faid proclama- 
tion, that Lord Pigot was arrefled by their orders. It alfo appears, 
1^' "* by the evidence of Sir Edward Hughes, Melfrs. Monckton, Ruflel, 
R." Stone, and Lathom, that Major Home did receive orders from the 
S. above George Stratton, Sir Robert Fletcher, Henry Brooke, Charles 
Floyer, Archdale Palmer, Francis Jourdan, and George Mackay, during 
the confinement of Lord Pigot, and relative to that confinement. 

VI. 

Gentlemen, you have brought your verdid, I fubmit it to your 
confideration, whether it be advifable, in the prefent ftate of affairs, 
to make it public, whether fuch a publication might not be deemed 
an attempt to (lir up a mutiny in this garrifon ? 

Whether it does not become us in particular to be cautious left 
our verdid become an occafion of (Irife and mifchief, and whether 
in this particular we ought not to follow the conduiSl of the Court of 
Judicature at Bengal ? 

Whether in the prefent ftate of affairs, and confidering the autho- 
rity, which I at prefent can exert, can only command voluntary aftift- 
ance, the publication of our verdidi will be attended with any good 
confequences, and what? and whether it is not rather advifable to 
conceal, as far as is in our power, our verdid, till news fliall arrive 
from Europe, or, at l#aft, till I can have the authority of the Court 
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of Judicature at Bengal, to prove that my pretended removal was 
illegal? 

All this I fubmit to your confideration, and will abide by your 
determination, having no doubt but you will fupport me to the beft 
of your abilities, in the prudent exercife of my office. And I take 
this opportunity, Gentlemen, to thank you for your ready attend* 
ance on my fummons, and your conftant application to the bufine^ 
of the enquiry. 

I am, Gentlemen, 

Your mod obedient Servant, 

(Signed) G. A. Ram>^ Coronen ' 

(A true Copy.) 

William Sedglby, Gerk of Peace«^ 

Ex*. C. B. SoU. 
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VERDICT of the Coroner's Inqueft. 

^6Wn ef MADRASPATNAMr Jf. 

A N InquiHtion indented, taken at the Company's Garden-houfe, 
^^ diftant about a mile from Fort St. George, and within the dif- 
trids of the town of Madrafpatnaitt aforcfaid, the i ith Day of May, in 
the 1 7 th year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by 
the grace of God of Great Britain, Fbance, and Ireland, King, De- 
fender of the Faith, and fo forth; and in; the yeatof our Lord 1777, 
before me George Aadrew Ram^ Coroner of our faid Lord the King 
for the town and diftrids of Madrafpatnam aforefaid, on the view of 
the body of the Right Honourable George Lord Pigot,. Baron Pigot 
of Pattifhull in the Kingdom of Ireland, then and there lying dead; 
and, by adjournment, at the houfe of George Smith, Foreman on 
the faid Inquifition, in the faid Fort, the 12th, 13th, 14th, 15th, 
1 6th, 17th, 19th, aift, 26th, 27th, and 30th days of the faid month, 
alfo the 2d, 5th, 6th, 9th, 17th, i8th, 26th, and 30th days of the 
month of June in the faid year; alfo the 7th, loth, 12th and 30th 
days of July in the faid year; alfo the 5th and 7th days of the 
month of Auguft in the faid year, on the oath of George Smith 
aforefaid, Andrew Rofs, George Baker, Thomas Powney, Thomas 
Felling, John De Fries, Robert Ewing, George Tafwell, Alexander 
Cuihbert, Robert Farquhar, William Parfons, and John Turing, 
good and lawful men of Madrafpatnam aforefaid, who being fworn 
and charged to enquire on behalf of our faid Lord the King, when, 
where, and after what manner, and by what means, the faid George 
Lord Pigot came to his death, do fay upon their oaths, That George 
Stratton, Henry Brooke^ Charles Floyer^ Archdale Palmer^ Francis 
Jourdan^ and George Mackay^ in the civil fervice of the Englifh 
Eaft India Company at Madrafpatnam aforefaid, Brigadier-general 
Sir Robert Fletcher y Colonel James Stuart ^ Lieutenant- colonel James 
Eidingtoufiy Adjutant-general, Captain Arthur Lyfaght in the faid 
Company's fervice at Madrafpatnam aforefaid, not having the fear 
of God before their eyes, but being moved and feduced by the in- 
ftigation of the Devil, on or before the 24th day of Auguft, in the 
1 6th year of the reign of our faid Lord the King, with force and 
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Urms, within the diftrifts of the faid town of Madrafpatnam, againft 
the faid George Lord Pigot, Governor of the faid Fort St. George 
and its Dependencies, then and there being in the peace of God and 
our faid Lord the King, felonioufly, voluntarily, and of their ma- 
lice forethought did combine and confpire to feize, confine, and keep 
as a prifoner the faid George Lord Pigot, and to take from him the 
faid George Lord Pigot the Government of the faid Fort Saint George 
and its Dependencies, and to place the government of the faid Fort 
St. George and its Dependencies in the hands of the faid George 
Stratton ; and that in purfuance of the faid combination and con- 
fpiracy, the faid Colonel James Stuart did accompany the faid George 
Lord Pigot in the chaife of the faid George Lord Pigot, on the road 
between the faid Fort St, George and the faid Garden-houfe, be- 
tween the hours of feven and eight in the evening of the faid 
24th of Auguft, in the year aforefaid ; and that the faid Lieutenant- 
colonel James Eidington, aided and abetted by certain fepoys to the 
Jurors aforefaid unknown, armed with mulkets and bayonets, the 
faid chaife then and there did flop, and the faid Colonel James Stuart, 
the faid Lieutenant-colonel James Eidington, together with the afore- 
Captain Arthur Lyfaght, having and holding, in his the faid Arthur 
Lyfaght** right-hand a piftol, in and upon the faid George Lord Pi- 
got, then and there being in the chaife aforefaid, in the peace of God, 
and of our Sovereign Lord the King, did make an aflault, and the 
faid George Lord Pigot did then and there put in bodily fear, and the 
faid George Lord Pigot did then and there feize and make a prifoner, 
and did then and there compel and force the faid George Lord Pigot 
to quit his the faid George Lord Pigot's chaife aforefaid, and then 
and there to enter a poft-chariot belonging to Paul Benfield in the 
faid Company's civil fervice; into which faid poft-chariot the faid 
Captain Arthur Lyfaght did alfo then and there enter ; and the faid 
Captain Arthur Lyfaght did then and there take with him the piftol 
aforefaid, in order to reftrain, confine, and keep a prifoner the faid 
George Lord Pigot in the faid poft-chariot; and that a ferjeant in 
the faid Company's fervice, to the Jurors aforefaid as yet unknown, 
was then and there prefent, aiding and abetting the faid Colonel 
James Stuart, the faid Lieutenant-colonel James Eidingtoun, and the 
faid Captain Arthur Lyfaght, in feizing and making a prifoner the 
faid George Lord Pigot, in manner and form - aforefaid ; and that 
the faid poft-chariot was then driven to St. Thomas's Mount, 
and between the hours of eight and nine in the evening of the 
faid 24th of Auguft, in the year aforefaid, did arrive at a houfe at 
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the faid Sn Thomas's Mount, belonging to Major Matthew Home, 
commanding the corps of artillery in the faid Company's fervicc, thea 
flationed at the faid St. Thomas's Mount, and that the faid Captaia 
Arthur Lyfaght then and there did caufe the faid George Lord 
Pigot to alight from the faid poft-chariot, and him the faid Greorgc 
Lord Pigot did then and there deliver over as a prifoncr to the faid 
Major Matthew Home, and that the faid Major Matthew Home 
did then and there receive the faid George Lord Pigot as a prifoner : 
And that the faid Major Matthew Home did then and there himfelf, 
and by the aid and affiftance of certain oflSicers and foldiers belonging 
to the faid corps of artillery, then and there adling under the com- 
mand of him the faid Major Matthew Home, to the Jurors aforefaid 
as yet unknown, did then and there reftrain, confine, and keep a 
prifoner, and did caufe to be reftrained, confined^ and kepta. pri« 
foner, the (aid George Lord Pigot ; and that the faid Major Matthew 
Home, not having the fear of God before his eyes^ but being moved 
and feduced by the inftigation of the Devil, felonioufly, voluntarily,, 
and of his malice, fore- thought, himfelf, and by the aid and aiTiQ;-- 
ance of the faid officers and foldiers unknown, did reftratn^ confine,, 
and keep a prifoner, and caufe to be reftrained, confined, and kept a 
prifoner, the faid George Lord Pigot at the faid St, Thomas 's^Mount» 
from the faid 24th of Auguft in the faid year, to the 28th of April 
in the 1 7th year of the reign of our faid Lord the King, and from 
the faid 28th of April, to the nth of May, in the faid 17th year of 
our faid Lord the King ; the faid Major Matthew Home, by the aid 
and affiftance of certain fepoys, to th,e Jurors aforefaid as yet un-« 
known, and a ferjeant, to the Jurors aforefaid as yet unknown, the 
faid George Lord Pigot did caufe to be reftrained, confined, and kept 
a prifoner at th.e Company's garden-houfe aforefaid; and that imme- 
diately after the feizure of the faid George Lord Pigot was effedcd 
as aforefaid, to wit, the evening of the 24th of Auguft, in the i6th 
year of the reign of our Lord the King, in purfuance of the com- 
bination and confpiracy aforefaid, the faid George Stratton, Sir 
Robert Fletcher, Henry Brooke, Charles Floyer, Archdale Palmer,. 
Francis Jourdan, and George Makcay, the faid Fort did enter, and 
did take poflefFion of the faid Fort, and diJ aflume the government 
of the faid Fort St. George and its Dependencies, and did iffue orders*, 
the faid George Stratton as Governor, and the faid Sir Robert 
Fletcher, Henry Brooke, Charles Floyer, Archdale Palmer, Francis 
Jourdan, and George Mackay, as Council for the affairs of the faid 
Company at the faid Fort St. George and its Dependencies, and that 
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the faid Colonel James Stuart did return to the faid Fort after the 
feizure of the faid George Lord Pigot, to wit, between the hours of 
feven and eight in the evening of the 24th of Auguft aforefaid, and 
did then and there aid, abet, comfort, and maintain the faid George 
Stratton, Sir Robert Fletcher, Henry Brooke, Charles OFloyer, Arch- 
dale Palmer, Francis Jourdan, and George Mackay, in taking pof- 
feflion of the faid Fort; that the faid George Stratton, Sir Robert 
.Fletcher, Henry Brooke, Charles Floyer, Archdale Palmer, Francis 
Jourdan, and George Mackay, did iffue an order to the faid Major 
Matthew Home, which was received by the faid Major Matthew 
Home, and by him fhewn to the faid George Lord Pigot, in which 
faid order were the following words : *' As the laft refource, in cafe 
*• of an attempt to refcue Lord Pigot, his life muft anfwer it, and 
•* this you will fignify to him." And that on the 27th day of the 
faid month of Auguft, in the faid year, at the dead of night, the faid 
Lieutenant-colonel James Eidingtoun did come with a poft-chariot 
to the houfe of Major Matthew Home aforefaid, and did inforin the 
faid Major Matthew Home, and the faid George Lord Pigot, he 
the faid George Lord Pigot then and there being a prifoner, and un- 
der reftraint and confinement, that he the faid Lieutenant-colonel 
James Eidingtoun had orders from the Governor and Council, mean- 
ing thereby the faid George Stratton, the faid Sir Robert Fletcher, 
Henry Brooke, Charles Floyer, Archdale Palmer, Francis Jourdan, 
and George Mackay, to remove the faid George Lord Pigot from St. 
Thomas's Mount aforefaid that very night, to wit, the night of the 
faid 27th of Auguft ; and that the faid Lieutenant-colonel James 
Eidingtoun did rcfufe to fliewthe faid orders to the faid George Lord 
Pigot, and alfo did rcfufe to inform the faid George Lord Pigot to 
what place he the faid Lieutenant-colonel James Eidingtoun intended 
to remove him the faid George Lord Pigot ; and that the faid Major 
Matthew Home, and the faid Lieutenant-colonel James Eidingtoun, 
then and there did make an attempt to put into execution the faid 
orders, againft the confent and intreaty of the faid George Lord Pigot; 
and that the faid George Lord Pigot was then and there, by the faid 
attempt, and by the refufal aforefaid, thro'wn into a violent agita* 
tion of mind and body, and did declare that he the faid George Lord 
Pigot would not be removed alive ; and that the faid Lieutenant- 
colonel James t idingtoun, and the faid Major Matthew Home, from 
the aforefaid attempt did at length defift; and that, fomctime in the 
month of Odober in the faid year, the faid George Lord Pigot, at 
the faid St, Thomases Mount, then and there being a prifoner under 
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the faid confinement, did receive information, that the faid George 
Stratton, Sir Robert Fletcher, Henry Brooke, Archdale Palmer^ 
Francis Jourdan, and George Mackay, had an intention of forcing 
and compelling him the faid George Lord Pigot to go on board fomc 
veflel belonging to the faid Eaft India Company, in order to tranf- 
port him the faid George Lord Pigot to Europe ; and that on or 
about the 4th day of January, in the 17th year of the reign of our 
faid Lord the King, the faid George Lord Pigot, at St. Ihomas*^ 
Mount aforefaid, then and there being and continuing a prifoncr 
under the faid reftraint and confinement, did receive information^^ 
from Thomas Larkins, commander of the fhip Lionefs, belonging to 
the faid Eaft India Company, that he the faid Thomas Larkins had 
been applied to by one of the members of the Council, meaning by the 
word Council the faid George Stratton, Henry Brooke, Archdalfe 
Palmer, Francis Jourdan, George Mackay, and Colonel James 
Stuart, to carry him the faid George Lord Pigot to England ; and 
that he the faid Thomas Larkins had been threatened by the perfons 
aforefaid, that in cafe he the faid Thomas Larkins did refufe to take 
him the faid George Lord Pigot on board the faid fhip Lionefs^ as a« 
prifoner, and to tranfport him the faid George Lord Pigot to Eng- 
land as aforefaid, he the faid Thomas Larkins fhould be deprived of 
the command of the Company's faid (hip Lionefs ; and that the faid 
George Lord Pigot was then and there under great anxiety and ap- 
prehenfion on account of the faid intention of tfanfporting him the 
laid George Lord Pigot to England, and the anxiety and apprehen- 
fion under which the faid George Lord Pigot then and there la- 
boured had a vifible and apparent effedl on the fpirits and behaviour 
of the faid George Lord Pigot ; and that the faid apprehenfions in 
the faid George Lord Pigot of being tranfported to Europe was 
never entirely removed from the mind of the faid George Lord 
Pigot ; and that the faid George Lord Pigot did frequently declare, 
that he the faid George Lord Pigot would not be forcibly removed 
from the faid St. Thomas's Mount whilft he had life ; and that ho 
the faid George Lord Pigot was, by means of the reflraint, confine-* 
meat, and imprifonment aforefaid, deprived of a great part of that 
cxercife which before the faid confinement he the faid George Lord 
Pigot ufually took, and alfo of thofe occupations and employments^ 
to which he the faid George Lord Pigot before his faid confinement' 
was accuftomed; and that the faid confinement of the faid. George- 
Lord Pigot, together with all the circumftances of the faid. confine- 
mcnt» did fo operate on the mind and body of the faid George Lord 

Pigot, 



( ^33 f 

Pigot, as 10 occafion a difcafe in the liver of the faid George Lord 
Pigot, the confequence of which difcafe in the liver of the faid George 
Lord Pigot was a putrid bilious fever and flux, the fymptoms of 
which fever and flux on the body of the faid George Lord Figot 
were firfl apparent about the 8th of March in the faid year ; and that 
the faid George Lord Pigot being of a good confl.itution did in fome 
degree recover from the faid putrid bilious fever and flux towards 
the latter end of the faid month of March,^ but the faid difeafe in 
the liver of the faid George Lord Pigot ftill fubfifting, and the faid 
George Lord Pigot ftill remaining- a prifoner under the faid confine- 
ment did, about the beginning of April in the faid year, fuffer a re*- 
lapfe, and did again labour under a putrid bilious fever and flux as 
before, from which time, to wit, from the beginning- of April afore- 
faid to the 28th of the faid month,- the faid George Lord Pigot did 
tanguifh, and languifhing did live a prifoner in the faid confinement 
SLt St. Thomas's Mount aforefaid ; that the faid Major Matthew Horrie, 
with theconfent of the faid George Lord Pigot, and by the advice 
of Gilbert Pafley the furgeon who attended the faid Geprge Lord 
Pigot during his the faid George Lord Pigot's faid difeaffe, did caufe 
the faid George Lord Pigot to be removed from his the foid Major 
Matthew Home's houfe at St. Thomas's Mount nforefaid to^the faid 
Company's Garden-houfe the faid^ s8th. of April for the benefit of 
the fea air ; thaft on the road between the faid St. Thomases Mount 
and the faid Garden-houfe the faid George Lord Pigot was not con- 
fined or reftrained by any military guard, as he the faid George 
Lord Pigot before, to wit, from the 24th of Auguft in the i6th year 
of the reign of our faid Lord, the King to the faid 8 8th of April, 
had conftantly been guarded, confined, and reftrained ; and that, 
on the faid 28th day of April, the faid George Stratton, Henry 
Brooke, Archdale Palmer, Francis Jourdan, and George Mackay, did 
give orders to the faid Major Matthew Home ftill to take charge of 
the perfon of the faid George Lord PigQt> and him the faid George 
Lord Pigot to imprifon, confine, and rcftrain at the faid Company's 
Gardcn-houfe as he the faid George Lord Pigot had been confined,, 
reftrained, and kept a prifoner at St. Thomas's Mount aforefaid ; 
and that they the faid George Stratton, Henry Brooke, Archdale 
Palmer, Francis Jourdan, and George Mackay, did put, under the 
command of the faid Major Matthew Home certain fepoys, to the* 
Jurors aforefaid as yet unknown, and a (erjeant, to the Jurors 
aforefaid, as yet unknown, to be a guard over the faid George 
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Lord Pigot, for tte purpofe of confining and reilraining the faid 
George Lord Pigot at the Gardcn-houfe aforefaid j and that on the 
faid 28th of April, and before the faid orders relative to the confining 
and reftraining the faid George Lord Pigot at the faid Garden- 
houfe were given to the faid Major Matthew Home, by the faid 
George Stratton, Henry Brooke, Archdale Palmer, Francis Jour- 
dan, and George Mackay, Gilbert Pafley the furgeon who at- 
tended the faid George Lord * Pigot, during his the faid George 
Lord Pigot's faid illnefs, did reprefent to the faid George Stratton, 
then about to confult with the faid Henry Brooke, Archdale 
Palmer, Francis Jourdan, and George Mackay, touching the pla- 
cing of a guard for the purpofe of confining and reftraining the 
faid George Lord Pigot at the faid Garden-houfe, that if it ihould 
come to the knowledge of the faid George Lord Pigot, that a 
guard was placed at the faid Garden-houfe, for the purpofe be- 
fore mentioned, it would irritate the difeafe under which the faid 
George Lord Pigot then and there laboured ; that the faid George 
Lord Pigot, from the faid 28th of April, until the faid nth of 
May, did languifh, and languiftiing did live, on which nth day 
of May in the year aforefaid, in the Garden-houfe aforefaid, with- 
in the diftri£t of Madrafpatnam aforefaid, under the confinement 
and reftraint aforefaid, of the faid difeafe produced and occafioned 
as aforefaid, he the faid George Lord Pigot did die; and fo the 
Jurors aforefaid, on their oaths aforefaid, fay. That the faid George 
Stratton, Sir Robert Fletcher^ Henry Brooke^ Charles Floyer^ 
Archdale Palmer^ Francis Jourdany George Mackay^ James Stuart^ 
James Eidingtoun, Arthur Lyfaght and Nlattheiv Horncy the faid 
George J^ord Pigot, in manner and by the means aforefaid feloni- 
oufly, voluntarily, and of their malice forethought, did kill and 
murder, againft the peace of our faid Lord and King his crown and 
dignity ; and the Jurors aforefaid, on their oaths aforefaid, fay, that 
the faid firjUinentioned ferjeant^ to the Jurors aforefaid as yet un- 
known, the /aid f^'Jl-mcntion^d Jepoysy to the Jurors aforefaid as yet 
unknown, ^nd the /aid officers and foldiers^ belonging to the corps 
of artillery^ to the faid Jurors as yet unknown; alfo another ferjeant 
and other fepoys fiationcd at the faid Garden-houfe^ to the Jurors 
aforefaid as yet unknown, were at divers times prefent, aiding, 
ahetung, aflifllng, and maintaining the faid George Stratton, 
Sir Robert Hctcher, Henry Brooke, Charles Floyer, Archdale Pal- 
mer, Francis Jourdan, George Mackay, James Stuart, James Eiding- 
toun, Arthur Lyfaght, and Matthew Home, to do and commit the 
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felony and murder aforcfaid, againft the peace of our faid Lore 
the King his crown and dignity. In witnefs whereof, as wellrtht 
aforefaid Coroner as the Jurors aforefaid, have to this Inquifitioc 
put their hands and feals, the 7th day of Auguft, in the i^th yeai 
of the reign of our. faid Lord the King, and in the year of oui 
Lord 1777/ 

(Signed) George Smith, foreman. (L. S.) 

Andrew Ross. (L. S.), 

George Baker., (L, S^) 

Thomas Powney. (L. S.) 

Tttoitf AS Felling- (l«» S.) 

(Signed) G. A. Ram, (L, S.) John de Fries* (L. S.) 

Coroner* Robert Ew inc. C^. S?.) 

George Tas WELL. (L. SO 
Alexander CuTHBERT. (L.Sl 

Robert Farq^uhar, (L. S.J 

William Parsons^ (L* S.), 

John Turing. (L..S..)j 
(A true Copy.) 
WiLLjAM Sbdglby, Clerk of the Peace^ 
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Yo'George Andrew Ram, E/q; Coroner of the Town (f Madraffpatnam. 

SIR, 

Having, on your cxpofitionof the law, figncd to the verdi<3t given 
by the majority of the Jury on an Inqueft held on the body of the 
late Right Honourable Lord Pigot, and being of a contrary opinion 
myfelf, I therefore judge irneceflary to declare my fcntiments, re- 
quefting you will lay this letter before the Judges at the fame time 
with the verdidl. 

The only queftion in which we were unanimous was, that Lord 
Pigot died in confinement, the reftraint under which he was kept, 
not being fufficiently, properly, nor regularly removed. 

To the fecond queftion, whether the confinement of Lord Pigot, 
all circumftances confidered, was or was not the caufe of his death? 
I was the only one that voted in the negative, that it was not the 
caufe of his death ; for I could not determine within myfelf, taking 
all the attending circumftances together, to fay, that the confine- 
ment was abfolutely the caufe of his death ; and from the difficulty 
which I laboured under I conceived that it would have been more con- 
iiftent in this particular cafe to have given a fpecial verdidl, fub- 
mitting it to the Judges to be determined upon, but the motion be- 
ing over-ruled, it ftood as firft propofed. 

The third queftion being to fix on the fad:, as before determined, 
the degree of criminality it incurred by law ; the Jury were divided 
equally between manflaughter and murder, until on reconfideration 
two of the members receded from the former opinion, which made 
the majority of opinion to be murder, on which the prefent verdid 
is founded ; and as I was one of thofe who faid it amounted only to 
manflaughter, I am defirous that my opinion may be recorded. 

I am. Sir, 

Fort St. George, Your moft obedient Servant, 

^ ^'' (Signed) John De Fries. 

(A true Copy.) 

Wm. Sedgley, Clerk of Peace. 
Exd. C. B. Soil. 
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SIR, 

Touching the Inquiry concerning the death of Lord Pigot, I need 
not inform you, that I believed the feizure, imprifonment, and treat- 
ment therein^ to be the caufe of his death ; and that I alfo believed 
the feizure and imprifonment to be a falfe and illegal feizure and 
imprifonmenti but I found my felf incompetent to pronounce farther, 
and therefore refufed at firft to fign the verdifl:, becaufe figning a 
record upon oath> without conviction of mind, feemed repugnant to 
reafon and common fenfe. However, fubmitting at length to your 
decifion and judgment, and to the fenfe of Eleven of the Jury on the 
queftion, whether it was or was not my duty by law to fign the 
verdidl of the majority, I fubfcribed my name. 

Now lead I may have done more than is warranted by any autho- 
rity, I am neceilitated to avail my felf of the condition of my fign- 
ing, by requeuing, that the reafon why I fubfcribed as mentioned 
above may always accompany the verdid. 

Fort St. George, I am, Slr^ 

6di September, 1777. Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) Robe rt Ewing* 

To George Andrew Rantf Efq; 
Xjoronerfor the Town of Madrqfpainam^ 

(A true Copy.) 

Wm. Sedgley, Qerk of Peace. 
Exd, G. B. SdU 



SIR, 

The hurry I have been in for thefe two days paft has not af- 
forded me time till now to acquaint you, that upon mature re- 
flexion on the paffage in the book I have of the office of Coroner as 
follows : ** If it happens the Jury do not agree but divide, you 
** are then to colled their voices, beginning with the laft in the 
** Pannel, and rifing upwards to the Foreman, whereby the Fore- 
** man declares his opinion laft ; you then colled the numbers, and 
•* declare the majority, into which the minority finks, and the ver- 
** did or finding which is given by the Foreman is, from neceffity, 
** a« ex diilo mqjoris partis juratorum taken and confidered as 
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•• the Terdia of all/*— Alfo the opinion of Council had from Ben- 
gal ; — ^It appeared to me improper to comply with your requeft of 
delivering in the letter you thpught proper to addrefs to me, and 
which was given to me in prefence of the reft of the Jury, the 
beginning of this month, fince I confider it as my duty to deliver 
the verdidt of the Jury, without taking notice of the opinion of any 
particular member who happened to differ from the majority. 

I have only further to inform you, that I fliall take the greateft 
care of the letter, if ever you fhould have occafion to call upoa 
me for it. 

I am, Sir, your moft obedient humble (ervant» 

September 26, 1777. 

(Signed) George Andrbw Ram, Coronei^ 
To Mr. De Fries, 

The like letter was writt«i to Mr. Ewing* 
(A true Ck)py.) 
fji^. C. B. SolL Wat. Sedgle y, Qerk of Peace.. 
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\7le foregoing Proceedings^ as appears by the Diary ^ 
werefenty on the 2^th <?/' September 1777, to the Gover- 
nor and Council of Madras, who are Ex Officio Jujiices 
of the Peace ^ with a Requeji from the Coroner to he ajftfled 
in apprehending the Perfons therein, accufed. — Mr. 
Whitehill, the Governor^ waving this Requefiy defired 
thefe Gentlemen to attend him at the Company s Garden-- 
houfe the following evenings when^ without entering upon 
the Nature of the Inquejl^ be committed them to the 
Charge of the Sheriff by the following Warrant.^ 



Town of Madraspatnam. Jf. 



WHEREAS by an Inquifition taken before George Andrew 
Ram, his Majefty's Coroner for the faid Town of Madra(^ 
patnam and the diftri£t thereof, the i ith day of Mayt at the Conv- 
pany's Garden-houfe, within the faid diftrids of the faid Town of 
Madrafpatnam, on the view of the body of George Lord Pigot^ 
then and there lying dead> and by divers adjournments to and at 
the houfe of George Smith, Foreman of the faid Inquifition, in Fort 
St. George, within the diftrids of the faid Town of Madrafpatnam^ 
from the faid 1 ith of May to the 7th of Auguft laft, George Strat- 
ton, Henry Brooke, Charles Floyer, Archdale Palmer^ Francis 
Jourdan, and George Mackay, Efqrs. and Brigadier-general James 
Stuart, (land charged with the wilful murder of the faid George 
Lord Pigot. Thefe are therefore in his Majcfty^s name to charge 
and command you to receive into your cuftody the faid George 
Stratton> Henry Brooke^ Charles Floyert Archdale Palmer, Francis 

* T Jourdan^ 
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Jourdan, George Mackay, and James Stuart, and them fafely keep, 
untill they fliall be difcharged by due courfe of law, and for which 
this (hall be your warrant. 

Given under my hand and feal this 25th day of September 
1777. 



John Whitehill, Juftice. 



7i the Sheriff of the Town of 
Madrqf^atnam. 
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EXTRACTS from the Proceedings of 
the Quarter Seffions and Juftices of the 
Peace in fo far as relates to the VerdiEl 
of the Coroner's Inqueft. 



Tuesday the 30th of September, 1777. 
At a COURT of SESSIONS. 

JUSTICES PRESENT, 

John Whitehill, Efq. Chairman, 
Anthony Sadlier, and Quintim Graufuroi Efqrs. 

MR. Charles Bromley, Solicitor for George Stratton, Efq. and 
others now under confinement, charged by a Coroner's Inqueft 
with the Wilful Murder of the late Right Honourable Lord Pigot, 
appears and prays leave of the Court to deliver in the two following 
Petitions from thofe Gentlemen. 

To the Honourable John Whitebill^ Efq. &c. Juftices of Oyer and Ter* 
miner and General Gaol Delivery of the Town of Madrafpatnam and 
its DiftriSls, 

The IIUMBLE PETITION of George Stratton, Efq, Briga- 
dier General James Stuart, Henry Brooke, Charles Floyer, 
Archdale Palmer, Francis Jourdan, a«^ George Mackay, voho^ 
with fundry ethers^ ftand accitfed of the Homicide of the late 
George Lord Pigot, far as much as concerns each and every of 
your Petitioners in the Body offucb Bill of IndiSlment as mcy he 
preferred againji us. 

** W E are informed that a Bill of Indi£lment is intended to be 
preferred againll us to the Grand Jury, for a crime of the moft 
atrocious nature, a crime, that, furely, no unprejudiced man can 

T 2 think 
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think us capable of; as, however, fuch a charge exifts againff 08, 
we wi(h for nothing more than to flaad a fair and open trial, an(£ 
publickly to convince the world of our innocence ; yet we truft in 
the candour of the Court, that they will prevent any illegal or im- 
proper evidence being laid before the Grand Jury againft us, and 
fuch we apprehend to be the informations, as taken upon a pre- 
tended Inqueft held on the body of the late Lord Pigot ; for we 
humbly conceive, that the perfon who prelided there was neither 
kgally appointed nor legally empowered to hold that or any Inqueft;: 
and we humbly beg leave to reprefent to you,, that he himfelf feemed 
fo confcious of his having no fuch authority, that, except in this one- 
mftance, be conftantly, for fix months previous to the death of Lord^ 
Pigot, declined the duty of that office, and tacitly acknowledged. 
he had no power to a£t, by referring applications made to him as. 
Coroner, to another perfon,, 

" We humbFy reprefent to this Honourabk Court, that ieveral o€ 
the perfons who compofed the Jury on this Inqueft, by open and 
public declarations in writing, entered upon the Records of Govern- 
ment here, addrefled to the Court of Dired^ors at home, and pub<» 
liflied in London long before the death of Lord Pigot, manifeftly* 
proved that they were neither unprejudiced nor impartial men« 

" Had a legal and impartial Coroner inquired into the caufe of Lord' 
Pigot's death ; had he fummoned a Jury compofed of the moft 
xeipe^bk and creditable inhabitants of this prefidency; nay, had 
the Inqueft, illegal aa it waa, been held in a place where the 
public could have reforted, we are convinced, from the integrity of 
our own hearts,, that the propriety of our condiidi would not be thia 
day brought into queftion, nor the death, of Lord Pigot he found to 
be otherwife caufed than by the hand of God. 

** We therefore humbly pray, that an Inqueft illegally held, and 
informations illegally obtained, may not be offered as evidence tou 
the Grand Jury J but left our defire may be. mifconftrued by the 
ungenerous part of mankind^ left wc may be fufpeSed'of a wifli to 
ehide the juftice of the Court, we alfo humbly intreat, that a Bill 
of Indidment for the murder of Lord Pigot may be preferred againft. 
us, and that the witneffes who were examined on the Inqueft, and 
any others^ who may prefent themfelves (fuch of them, we mean, as 
may be deemed by the Court legal evidence), we intreat wc fay, 
that they may be fwom in Court, and perfonally examined by the 
8 Grand 
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Grand Jury, m order that thefe Gentlemen may have the moft 
fiitlsfadlory grounds' whereon to found an opinion as to the juftice or 
futility of the charge; 

** And your Pctitionersi as in duty bound, ihall ever pray. 

(Signed) George StrattoKi 
Henry Brooke, 
James Stitakt, 
Charles Floyer, 
Arghdale Palmer^ 
Francis Jourdan. 
George Mack ay/' . 

(M true Copy) 

By order of Court* 
Wm. Sedgley, Clerk of Peace^ 
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To the Honourable John Whitehill, Efq. i^c. Jujlices of Oyer and Termi- 
ner and General Gaol Delivery for the Town of Madrafpatnam and 
its DiJlriSls, 

The HUMBLE PETITION and Declaration of Brigadier 
Getteral ]axaeB Stuart, one of the Perfons wboflands accufedfor 
the Homicide of CzoKGis. Lord ViGOT, 

Sheweth^ 

THAT your Petitioner being entirely unacquainted with the 
particular grounds, or nature of proofs, on which the fuppofed 
Inquefty faid to be taken by George Andrew Ram, have found the 
heavy charge againft your Petitioner; your Petitioner can only de- 
clare, in thisilage of the bufinefs. That your Petitioner is ready 
and willing now, and at all times, to ftand any form of trial or 
enquiry that the laws of his country can warrant, not only for every 
adk of your Petitioner in confequence of the orders or inftrudbions of 
a majority of Council, which your Petitioner, as a foldier and fervant 
of the United Company of Merchants trading to the Eaft-Indies, 
has ever thought^ and ftill thinks it his duty implicitly to obey, but 
likewife for every aft, opinion, or advice, applicable to your Peti- 
tioner, after your Petitioner had the honour of a feat and voice in 
Council. 

Your Petitioner therefore moft humbly prays, that this his 
declaration and petition may be received, publicly read, 
and recorded as his a£t and deed. 

And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, ihall ever pray. 

' (Signed) James Stuart. 

(A true Copy) 

By order of Court. 
Wm. Sedgley, Clerk of the Peace.^ 
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' WEDNESDAY, the ift of Odober, i777» 
At *COURT of SESSIONS, 

JUSTICES PRESENT. 

JoHM Whitehill, Efq. Cbairmany 
Anthont Sadlibr, and QuiNTiN Craufurd, Efqrsr 

THE Court opened. Sheriff returns his precepts. Chairmaa\ 
delivers the following paper to the Clerk of the Peace, who 
leads it to the Court. 

^' Considering it as one of the many important duties of a Judge\ 
to facilitate and forward the courfe of juftice^ the Gentlemen on the 
bench were determined to have proceeded on the bufinefs of the pre- 
fcnt feflions without adjournment or delay from them ; but by the* 
Yerdi^ of an Inqueft, and fundry informations, that have come bcr 
fore us, relative to the deathor murder of the late Right Honourable 
Lord Pigot, we have found the fubjeft of fo uncommon and extras 
ordinary a nature, that we wilh to proceed in it with the. utmoft* 
eircumfpe&ioa we can obferve, left, by any error in the proceeding 8,> 
the guilty Oiould be fcreened from juftice, or the innocent expoTed 
to danger. We have therefore refolved to apply to the Judges of 
the High Court of Judicature at Fort-William, for their opinion and » 
advice ; in fo doing, we are well perfuaded we (hall meet the views 
and wifhes of every honeft and difpaflionate man, which in the nioft 
rigid minds (hould only be, that juftice ftiould be obtained, and not 
eluded. Befides the iatisfadion we fhall feel by proceeding with 
advice of fo great authority, we have alfo the pleating exped:ation» 
that but very little time may be loft in obtaining it ; for the late 
animofuies in this Settlement having, more or lefs, engaged and' 
afFeded the greater part of its fraall fociety, the nature and dignity 
of juftice requires that as many as poffible fhould be fummoned 
for the Juries^ as were remote from the fcene of diflention : however 
great confidence we may have in men ourfelves, and however im- 
partial they may really be, we think this much is due to the opi- 
aion of the world, particularly to thofe who, by a diftant fituation. 
I fronv* 
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from this fociety, liave hot the means* as we liave, of knowing the 
charaders that compofe it. For this pupofe we (hall recooimend to 
the Sheriff to iflfue his fummons to the gentlemen at the fubordinate 
fadories, and thefe, with the perfons who have been already fum* 
moned, and any flrangers that may afterwards be found, we hope 
^ill fully provide againft ^very accident. 

^* We tmderftand much has been faid on the propriety of removing 
this matter to England, but we think whoever fuggefted fuch a mea- 
^fure, could not have fully attended to all its certain and probable confe- 
<]uences. It is at prefent before this Court ; feveral perfons are 
bound over to profecute, and we believe the only method by which 
it can now be removed, is by Writ of Certiorari from his Majefty*s 
Court of King's Bench at Weftminfter. To obtain this Writ would 
probably require a year ; to fend home witneffes and others, in con- 
fequence of it, would require feveral months more ; in the courfe of 
fuch a period, material and important ^evidence, as well for the 
crown, as thofe accufed, might be loft : the expence would be enor- 
mous, and the difficulties and delays in other inftances might be 
fuch as to fruftrate the end of removing it. 

*• As we obferve that many of the Gentlemen who fat on the Grand 
Jury of yefterday are now in the court, we take this opportunity to 
inform them, that the difficulties which have induced us to adjourn 
the prefent feffions were then under confideration^ and therefore 
that we could not anfwer the queftion propofed to the Clerk, Whe- 
ther they would immediately proceed to bufinefs in the prdent 
feffions, and whether the lame Grand Jury would again be called 
on ? The queftion from the Jury to the Bench was indeed highly 
irregular, but we were attentive to the particular circumftances from 
whence it arofe, and being thoroughly imprefled with a fenfe of the 
ineftimable value and important duties of a Grand Jury, and with 
the nature and tendency of their oath, we were willing, and indeed 
ilelirou^, of fatisfy ing them fo far as was then in our power/' 

Court adjourned till Wednefday 12th of November. 

(A true Copy.) 

By order of Court. . 
Wm. S£Dgl£y, Qerk of Peace. 
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iTle Court heing adjourned to the 1 2th (^/^ November, and 
Sir Edward Hughes being to fail for England immediately^ 
the Jufices called upon him and Mr. L'Epine his Secre- 
tary^ to appear before themJ] 



I'own o/'Madraspatnam. £] 

Ihe INFORMATION e/'^/r Edward Hughes Knight y 
Commander in Chief of his Majefiys Squadron in India, 
taken before John Whitehill, Efq\ Chief Juftice^ An- 
thony Sadlier, and Quintm Craufurd^ ^fq^^\ J^flices of 
his Majeflys Court of Oyer and Terminer ^ and Gaol-- 
Delivery^ at Madrafpatnam aforefaidy on the Second 
Day ofOdioh^Ty in the Tear 1777. 

THIS Informant being duly fworn, and examined, depofeth, 
and iaith, He hath been acquainted with the Right Honour- 
able Lord Pigot from the year 1764; that upon Saturday night, the 
24th of Auguft 1776, he fupped at the houfe of George Mackay, 
Efq; where he was informed that Lord Pigot had juft then been 
feized ; that he immediately repaired to the Company's Garden- 
houfe, where he faw Meflrs. Ruflel and Monckton, who confirmed 
the news, and informed him, that Lord Pigot was carried to the 
Mount, As foon as it was day-light next morning, this Deponent 
went to the Mount, where he faw Lord Pigot in the houfe of Ma- 
jor Home, walking to and fro in the hall in his ufual manner* 
Some little time after this Deponent had entered into converfation 
with his Lordfliip, he was told by Major Home, that he (Major 
Home), was forry to interrupt this Deponent, but that his orders 
were not to permit any/©ommunication with his Lordihip, but in 
his (Major Home's) prefence ; upon which this Deponent defifted : 
in about three hours after, this Deponent returned to his own hoiife 
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at St. Thome. About three days afterwards, betwcca the hours of 
two and three ia the morning, Mr. Ruflel and M'r^ Daliymple 
came to this Deponent's houfe, to inform this Deponent, that an: 
attempt had that night been made to remove Lord Pigot, and defi* 
ring this Deponent to prevent it. That this Deponent came to the 
Fort before day-light, when Mr. Stratton aflured this Deponent^. 
that no farther attempt fliould be made to remove his Lordfliip^ if 
the Gentlemen at the Mount made no difturbance> of which this 
Deponent informed Lord Pigot in a few hours. That his Lordfliip 
anfwered, He had no terms to make with thefe Gentlemen, but that 
he claimed the protection of the King's flag> by Mkjor Home's 
being ordered to give him fafe-condu6t to the Fort, or to the King's 
ftiip. In confequence this Deponent wrote by his fecretary to the 
Gentlemen in the Fort, which was not immediately anfwered, but 
Mr. Stratton fignified to this Deponent, by his fecretary, that his 
Lordfliip fliouId not be removed without this Deponent^s being pre- 
vioufly acquainted thereof. Upon this Deponent's communicating 
the above to Major Horne, he declared that all the troops in the 
Carnatic fliould not remove his Lordfliip, without this Deponent's, 
knowledge. On the 15th of Oftober, this Deponent failed for 
Trincomallee, from which place he returned on the 1 6th of January, 
when he heard that the fending home Lord Pigot in the Lionefs, 
had been debated in Council, but that it had been determined in the 
negative ; upon which this Deponent, either on that day, or the 
next, aflced his Lordfliip, If he was fatisfied on this fubjed. His 
anfwer waF^ " That they had determined' not ta fend^'him home in* 
•♦ this fliip/* (meaning the Lionefs). This Deponent added, *• That 
*• as he was now arrived^ there was the further fecurity that he coulds 
** not be removed without this Deponent's previous knowledge;'^ 
at which his Lordfliip feemed fatisfied. This Deponent frequently. 
vifited Lord Pigot afterwards, and he appeared in good health and 
fpirits, and on the Monday, in the week on which Lord Pigot was* 
attacked with illnefs, this Deponent faw his Lordfliip in the garden, 
2kt the houfe of Mr. Monckton at the Mount, in company with 
Mr. Stone ; when this deponent obferved to Mr. Stone, that it- 
was too hot to remain in the garden, and exprefled his fear 
that it might injure his Lordfliip. Mr. Stone anfwered, "That 
*' his Lordfliip was ufed to it." This Deponent obferved, " That 
" there was a diff^erence between this time and twenty years ago, 
•* and the old proverb, that the bucket never went fo often to the- 
** well, but it might be broken ;'*• and then this Deponent returned 
into the houfe, which Lord Pigot did not; On the Friday following^ 
this Deponent heard from Mr. Sydenham, that Lord Pigot had been 
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taken ill the day before ; upon which this Deponent obferved to Mr. 
Sydenham^ "That he fuppofed Mr. Sydenham would acquaint Mr. 
" Stratton of it immediately.'* This was at Colonel Rofs's, about 
eleven o'clock at night, when Mr. Sydenham was going into the 
Fort. This Deponent underftood that Mr. Sydenham did fo the 
next morning, and that in the courfe of that day (Saturday), Mr. 
Stratton fent for Mr. Pafley, to acquaint him of what he had heard, 
and that Mr. Pafley in anfwer faid, ** He had feen Mr. RuflTel, who 
** did not fpeak of his Lordfhip's being particularly ill." Neverthe- 
lefs this Deponent underftood Mr. Stratton had ordered Mr. Pafley 
to go to the Mount the next morning, being Sunday, where this 
Deponent met Mr. Pafley coming from Mr. Monckton's, and afked 
him, ** How he had found his Lordlhip ?'* who anfwered, ** That 
^* his Lordfliip was in a ftate of putrid bile, and that if he had been 
^* applied to two days fooner, he fhould have been able to do in that 
** time* what might now take him two months.*' After this, this 
Deponent went home, frequently fending to know how his Lord- 
(hip did, and fometimes calling in perfon. In about a fortnight 
Mr. Pafley admitted this Deponent to fee his Lordfliip, who was ftill 
in bed, appeared very feeble, but converfed with this Deponent on 
different fubjedis, and fpoke jocularly of his diforder. In about a 
fortnight his Lordfliip, being much recovered, afked this Deponent 
to dine at Mr. Monckton's, when he appeared feeble, yet eafy in 
every refpefl;. Shortly after, this Deponent again dined at Major 
Home's, when his Lordfhip retired as foon as dinner was brought, 
feemingly much indifpofed. Some time after, this Deponent (con- 
ftantly fending to know how his Lordfhip did) received a meflfage 
from Major Home, That his Lordfhip continued very ill, and 
doubted much of his recovery. This Deponent communicating this 
report to Mr. Stratton, who was then at dinner with him, Mr* 
Stratton propofed his Lordfhip's removal from the Mount to the 
Company's Garden, for the benefit of change of air, and to 
avoid the approaching land-winds ; for which purpofe he carried 
Mr. Sullivan the fecretary into the veranda, and ordered him to 
write immediately to Dr. Pafley, and to Major Home, that if Dr. 
Pafley thought it neceflfary, they fliould propofe it to his Lordfhip. 
This was on a Saturday, and this Deponent underftood that Dr. 
Pafley made the propofal the next motning, and, upon his Lord- 
ihip's afking if it would be proper, confented. This Deponent un- 
derftands that Mr. Pafley further propofed to Mr. Stratton, that his 
Xordfhip fhould be removed without a guard, which Mr. Stratton 
agreed to, and his Lordfhip was accordingly removed the next 
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morning, as this Deponent underftood, without being any longer 
under charge of Mr. Home. This was on the Monday, and when 
the Council met, this was difapproved, and Major Home was again 
defired to reaflume his charge, which he did, by the Sepoy guard 
at the gate being put under his command. To prevent hoife and dif- 
turbance, and on application from Mr. Monckton, the morning 
and evening guns, and all falutes, were prevented on board and a- 
fliore, till Sunday morning, the nth of May, when this Deponent 
was informed of his Lbrdlhip'S deceafe, and then ordered the minute 
guns on float to be fired. •^ 

This Deponent was fummoned upon the Inqueft on the joth of 
May, and defired to acquaint the Coroner, what time he propofed 
to be there ; to which he replied, Next morning. Previous to this. 
Deponent's examination, he thought it neceflary, to fay to the- 
Gentlemen of the Inqueft, as follows : ** Though I have been ad- 
^ drefled from both fides, I never have taken upon me to judge oa: 
** the legality of the prefent government. The only part I thought 
•* my duty was, that of giving the affiftance of his Majefty's fqua— 
** dron under my command, where I found the power of carrying; 
** on the Company's fervice for the public good, agreeable to my 
" inftrudlions. On the fame principle, I do not take upon me to» 
*' judge of the legality of the Inqueft now fitting. I am neverthelefa^ 
•* willing and ready to give you, Gentlemen, any Information on 
** the points you defire, of what may have come to my knowledge,. 
" and confiftent with the ftation I am in.** 

Being put upon my oathi 

" Gentkmen, after what I have faid, I fhould fuppofe the in- 
" formation on my word would be fuflScient, yet that I may be of 
" no impediment to your inquiry, and the Coroner informing me 
** it is indifpenfible, I fhall not objedt to your fwearing me upen 
" this occafion.** After which this Deponent was accordingly exr 
amined.. - 

^efiions from the Clerk of the Peaces 

Whether, when this Deponent faw Lord Pigot, after the attempt^ 
he was informed had been made to remove his Lordfhip from the 
Mount (fliortly after his confinement), this Deponent obferved his 
Lordfhip to, be hoarfe ? 

X , Attfwif. 
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Anfiver. His Lordftiip feemed to be much agitated, but this Dc-^ 
ponent does not recolledJ: his being hoarfe. 

^ueftton. Whether this Deponent at any time obferved a 
guard of Nabob's horfe about the houfe, where Lord Pigot was con-- 
fined ? 

Anfwer. This Deponent has feen a party of the Nabob's horfe, 
fomewhere between the houfe where his Lordfhip was confined and 
Mr. Monckton's houfe. 

^eftion. Whether, when this Beponent faw his Lordfhip at the 
Mount, he was always attended by an officer faflied and an orderly 
artillery-man ? 

Anfwer. This Deponent always faw an officer faflied, but thig^ 
Deponent did not obferve an artillery-man. 

^eftion. Whether this Deponent faw an order figned by the 
Gentlemen in the late adminiftration, to the following purport, 
^ That if an attenipt was made to refcue Lord Pigot^ his life muft 
^ anfwer for it ?'* 

Anpwer. This Deponent did fee fuch an order.^ 
^efiion from the Court. 

Whether this Deponent has heard of the verdidl of the Inqueft,, 
and of the perfons charged thereon ? 

Anfwer. This Deponent has heard that the verdift was wilful 
murder againfl the Gentlemen in the late adminiftration. 

Mr. Bromley, as Solicitor for thofe Gentlemen, defires to put the 
following queftiona. 

^ejlion. When this Deponent faw his Lordfhip the^ next, 
morning after his arreft, whether his Lordihip appeared irritated, 
or in fear, or how was he agitated; or did he appear as ufual when 
in the Fort ? 

Anfwer. Quite as ufual, till the attempt to move him. 

^Jiiott 
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^ejiion. Did his LorcKhip make any complaint of the receptloa 
from Major Home ? 

An/hver. No, there Teemed to be the greateft civility between 
tthem. 

^ejlion. You faw his Lordfliip after the attempt to remove him 
from the Mount ; did he appear agitated by fear, or irritated^ ap- 
pearing to be in a paflion^ or otherwife ? 

Anpwer. Much.itgitated, much difpleafed. 

^ueftion. How Toon after did his Lordfliip recover his ufual 
. fpirits? 

Anpwer. He feemed to be quieter in his mind in three or four 
days, during which time this Deponent did not leave him. 

^ejlion. ^Did he appear tranquil, calm, cool, and difpaflionate? 

Anpwer. Yes. 

^ejlion. How long time did he continue to be fo, to the heft of 
this Deponent's knowledge and remembrance ? 

Anpwer. To ftie time of this Deponent's departure to Trincomal- 
lee, which was the 15th of OSlober. 

^eflion. From the firft day you faw his Lordfhip at the Mount, 
to the day of your departure for Trincomallee, did you ever hear his 
Lordfliip complain of any violence from Major Home or any of his 
family. towards his Lordfliip, or any difrefpeft from the day of his 
arreft'to your departure for Trincomallee ? 

Anpwer. No. 

^uejlion. At the feveral times you faw his Lordfliip at the 
Mount, tell the nature of the reftraint under which you faw Lord 
Pigott with its circumftances ? 

Anpwer. Attended by an oflScer, otherwife at Hberty, in the gar- 
dens and about the Mount. 

^eftiott^ 



( '51 ) 

^eftion. Have you not heard. that his Lordfhip went on parties 
of pleafure from the Mount ? 

Anfwer^ Noj I never heard but once, when his Lordfhip I heard 
intended going to the Cave in a chariot with Major Home. 

^eftton. From the day of your arrival from Trincomallee to the 
day wheix his Lordfhip was removed from the Mount, did his Lord<» 
ihip complain of any want of refpedl or attention from Major Home 
and his family, or from any of the officers doing duty at the Mount, 
or was:he in want of any affiflance that he required ? 

Anfwer. Not to me, or to any perfon to my knowledge. 

Slueftion. Do you remember in what manner his Lordfhip. amufed * 
himfelf at the Mount I 

Anfwer. It feemed' to me by giving diredions in the garden^^ 
walking, reading, writing, playing billiards, &c. 

^efiion. At what hour of the day have you feen him in the ' 
garden ?: 

Anfwer. In the morning, generally to^ivards noon, when I was> 
at the Mount, which was generally once and fometimes twice a- 
week* 

^ejlion. Was you with his Lordfliipin any of his walks I 

Anfwer. Yes, often*. 

^efion. Did you ever leave his Lordfhip, and for what caufe 
or apprehenfion ? . 

Anfnver. I left him twa or three times becaufe it was very 
warnu 

^efion. His Lordfhip being ill at the Mount, by whofe order 
was his family refufed admittance ? 

Anfnver 4 I do not know of any fuch thing. 

^eftion* Do you remember the number of the Nabob's horfe that 
were at the Mount ? : 

Anfwer ^\ 
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Anfwer. I think there were twenty the firft days after whiA 
•ihere appeared fometimes more or lefs. 

^ejiion. What reafon'was affigoed for their being placed there? 

Anpwer. Upon my Lord's complaining to me of the circumftancci 
and my reprefentation to the Gentlemen in the Fort, their anfwer was, 
That they had been placed there at firft to carry meffages, and were 
immediately removed, 

^ejlions from the Court. 

Whether, after Lord Pigot's firft illnefs this Deponent has not 
heard, that his Lordfliip was direfied by Dr. Pafley to take fome re- 
medies for the liver, and whether Mr. Pafley did not inform his 
Lordfhip that His diforder originated in his liver ; and whether his 
Lordftiip did not refufe or negle<St the remedies propofed ^ 

Anfwer. I cannot anfwer to that, as I never heard it before his 
Lordftiip^s 4eath, though I havfe fmce. 

^eftion. i)id his Lordfliip during his confinement expofe him- 
felf to the fuii, heat, or cold, in fuch manner as to endanger his 
health.^ 

Anfwer. In my confcience I really think he did. 

^ejlion. Do you imagine that the diforder of which Lord Pigot 
died was occafioned by his imprifonment, or do you rather imagine 
it came on naturally, or was produced by his own imprudence ? 

Anfwer. His Lordfhip's time of life confidered, and the fre- 
quency of his Lordfhip's ftanding in the fun (which I am informed 
his Lordfhip did, and have been told is much more prejudicial and 
likely to produce bile than moving in the fun), was, in my opinion, 
moft probably the caufe of his Lordfhip's death. 

Before this Deponent clofeth his evidence, he defires it may be 
minuted, that on mentioning to Mr. Stratton his Lord(hip*s doubts 
of being fent home, Mr. Stratton told this Deponent, that his note 
to Major Home, carefully attended to, muft, in every refpe^l, fa- 

tisfy 
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tisfy hift Lordfliip ; and declared further to this Deponent, he would 
refign the chairt rather than confent to fuch a meafure. 

(Signed) Edw. Hughes. 

Sworn the 2d day of Odober, 1777, in the 
feventeenth year of the reign of our Sovereign 
Lord George, King of Great Britain, &c« be« 
fore U8, 

John Whitehill, 
Anth. Sadlier, 

Qu. CrAUF URD. 

(A true Copy) 

Wm.Sedglet, Clerk of Peace. 
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Town of Madraspatnam. Jf. 

Jie INFORMATION of Mr. Edward rEpiiie, 
Secretary to Commodore Sir Edward Hughes, Commander 
in Chief of his Majejiys Squadron^ taken upon Oath ^^- 
/<?r^ JohnWhitchill, Efq. Chief Juft ice, Anthony Sadlier> 
and Quintin Craufurd, Efqrs. Jujiices of his Majejiys 
Court of Oyer and Terminer^ and Gaol Delivery for the 
faidTown^ on the ^application of George Strstttony Henry 
Brooke, Charles Floyer, Archdale Palmer, Francis Jour- 
dan, George Mackay, and James Stuart, . hy their Solici- 
tor Mr. Charles Bromley. 

npHIS Informant) on his oath» faith, That on or about the 25th 
•** of Auguft, 1776, the day after the feizure of Lord Pigot, Sir 
Edward Hughes thought proper to wait on Lord Pigot at theMount> 
whom he knew the day before bad been Governor, This Inform- 
ant accompanied Sir Edward Hughes to the Mount by his orders. 
They found Lord Pigot walking in the veranda of Major Horne*s 
houfe at the Mount, in company with fome gentlemen and o£Bcers. 
There was a guard at the gate, and centries in the infide of the gate.. 
Sir Edward Hughes had a good deal of converfation with his Lord* 
fhip, who walked about the houfe at his pleafure. The Commodore 
returned to his houfe at St. Thomd. A day or two after Mr. Dal- 
rymple and, he believes, Mr. Ruflel, came to the Q)mmodores 
houfe in the night. Hearing feveral perfons, this Informant went 
into the room. He found that they had brought a paper (igned by 
thofe Gentlemen of Council who had fided with Lord Pigot, and, to. 
the bed of his remembrance, by Mr. Monckton. This paper fet 
forth, that an attempt had been made to remove Lord Pigot from 
the Mount by Lieutenant-colonel Eidingtoun that night, but that his. 
lordfhip had at length prevailed on lieutenant-colonel Eidingtoun 
to defift. Tliofe Gentlemen applied to Sir Edward Hughes to inter- 
pole that his Lordihip ihould not be removed without his confent. 
3 The 
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The CommodorCy upon thisy drefled bimfelf, and went immediately 
to the Fort. This Informant accompanied him. They arrived at 
the Fort before the gates were open. Whilft waiting at the gate, 
Lieutenant-colonel Eidingtoun arrived. The Commodore went di- 
redly to the Fort-houfe as foon as the gates were open. This In- 
formant accompanied him. Colonel James Stuart arrived at the 
Fort-houfe about the fame time. The Commodore had a eonverfa- 
tion with Colonel James Stuart and Mr. George Stratton. This In- 
formant was not prefent during the whole converfation, but he un- 
derdood from the Commodore that the refult was» that a flop fhould 
be put to the removal of Lord Pigot from the Mount for that time. 
The Commodore then went to the Mount. This Informant accom- 
panied him. He found Lord Pigot in the veranda of Major Home's 
houfe, very much agitated at what had paffed the preceding night, 
and giving a narrative of it to the gentlemen that were prefent. 
Among other things he faid, that he had requefted (if he was to be 
moved) either to have fafe-condud to the Commodore's (hip, or to 
his own Fort (thefe were his words); he added, ** That he would try 
" fome one (this Informant does not recolledk who it was) by a 
'* Court Martial.'* (He fpoke in a very ftrong manner, and differ- 
ent from what this Informant ever heard him fpeak before) He faid, 
** And if you are found guilty I will hang you, by God." This In- 
formant found that it was agreed that the Commodore fhould claim 
Lord Pigot's perfon in the name of his Majefty. A letter was writ- 
ten to this effedk, which this Informant carried into the Fort. He 
arrived there about one o'clock, and went to the Admiralty, where 
he found the Gentlemen (who had the adminiftration of affairs) 
were. He delivered the letter to Mr. Stratton, who toojc Colonel 
James Stuart afide. The refult was, that they told this Informant 
that an immediate anfwer could not be given to that letter, but that 
Sir Edward Hughes might be affured, that no further attempt 
fhould be made to remove his Lordftiip without Sir Edward Hughes 
being firft made acquainted with it. This Informant carried back 
this anfwer, and the Commodore was prevailed upon by fbme of 
Lord Pigot's family to fleep at Major Home's that and the next 
night. This Informant alfo flept there that and the next night, 
when, finding no reafons to apprehend that any further attempt 
would be made to remove his Lordfhip, Sir Edward Hughes re- 
turned to his houfe at St. Thome. Several letters paffed between 
Sir Edward Hughes and the Gentlemen in the Fort, the refult of 
which was, that the Gentlemen in the Fort could not give up Lord 
Pigot's perfon to Sir Edward Hughes, unlefs Sir Edward Hughes 

X 2 could 
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/ ^^^tbt drnatic j but Ais In*- 

^/f^ia the Fcwt remained under 

^/^^^a/ Figot without the Commo-^ 

^ Mfi^^'^^'^^^^ ^** frequently at the Mount 

.^^^^^^'^l*^^ J ^^^ ^^t^'" S^'" ^^^^^^ Hughes; 
^^^'^^^'^fjt^'tpe^rcA to this Informant to be as ufual. 

^^^^Ci^^^^^^^'^^^^ ^^^^ ^"^ ^^ appeared to 

^r^'^ff^^cc^ %vec be pleafed. It appeared to this Inform- 

^^^^ ^^l^^fZ^c ^d his family paid great attention to his. 

^^^^ ^ejions by the Gerk rftbe Peace. 

this Jijformant knows any thing of an attempt to fendi 
lV^^!^^^br (^^^^ ^^ England on board any fliip .^ 

y^/r. ^^ ^*® heard fuch report during tlic Commodore^ 

9uellion. Whether this Informant was prefent at an entertain^- 
njent given by Mr, Monckton on the 6th of January 1777 ? 

Anfwer. He thinks he was there; 

^ejlion. Whether this Informant knows of any letter addrefled' 
to the Secretary, touching a defign to tranfport his Lordfiiip to Eng- 
land on board the Lionefs ? 

Anpwer. This Informant did fee a paper, figned by a number of 
gentlemen, relative to fuch a defign* 

^eflion. Did this Informant receive any letter fkom Lord Pigot's 
friends in relation to fuch a defign I 

Anfooer. He does not at prefent recoiled any fuch letten 

^uefiion. Does this Informant know, or has he heard, that the 
Nabob interfered oh this occafion ? 

jinfwen Mr« Macpherfon told this Informant, that the Nabob 

had faid, that if fuch an attem{^ was made> he (the Nabob) would 

quit the place. This Informant underftood that Mr. Macpherfon 

was in the Nabob's confidence. This Informant has alfo beard it 

8 pauoddi 
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FCported, that Umcer UU Omrah, fecond fon to the Nabob, con*- 
veyed his father's fentiments on this head to the Gentlemen in 
the Admini(lration> who (as this Informant has heard) did there* 
upon defift. 

^ejljon. Whether this Informant, in his vifits to, the Mount,, 
made any obfervations on Lord Pigot*s heahh ? 

Jnfwer. Lord Pigpt . appeared to be much the fame as to his 
deportment. This Deponent doth not recolleft that Lord Pigot 
ever fpoke to him on bufinefs during the Commodore's abfence. 

^eftton. Doth this Informant recoiled having heard any things 
of a converfation between Mr. Monckton and Sir Edward Hughes^ 
relative to Lord Pigot's being recommitted to a guard, after his re^-- 
moval to the Company's Garden^-houfe ?: 

Anfwer. This Informant has heard the Commodore fpeak of 
fuch a converfation, and he thinks he heard Mr, Monckton fay to 
the Commodore, at the Garden-houfe, that Lord Pigot was not in^ 
a condition to be made acquainted whether there was a guard, 
or no* 

^efiion. Whether this Informant knows any thing of a conver- 
fation that pafTed between Sir Edward Hughes and Mr. Stratton, 
wherein the latter exprefled a defire to attend the funeral of 
Lord Pigot ?: 

Anfwer. This Informant has heard* from Sir Edward Hughes 
that Mr. Stratton exprefled great forrow on occafion of the death of 
Lord Pigot, and faid, he wiftied the Commodore could fo fettle it, 
that he (Mr. Stratton) might, with propriety, attend the funeral, > 
either as chief mourner, or in any other way. 

^efiion. If this Informant knows whether this converfation be- 
tween Mr. Stratton and Sir Edward Hughes pafled before or after 
Lord Pigot's death ?. 

Anfwer. This Informant doth not perfedly recolledl, but he 
believes it was after Lord Pigot's deaths 
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^ucjlion. Whether this Informant has not reafon to think that 
Sir -Edward Hughes knew of the intended feizure of the fort before 
it happened? 

Anfwer. This Informant has not. 

^eftions by the Solicttprfor the Prifaturs. 

Whether, during the time of this Informant's vifiting Lord Pigot 
at the Mount, he obferved any incivility or difrefpeQ: on the part of 
Major Home and his family, or any of the officers doing duty at 
the Mount ? 

Anfwer. On the contrary, he obferved the utmoft politenefs and 
attention paid to his Lordfhip by Major Home and his family; and 
the officers likewifc. 

^ejlion. EHd this Informant ever hear Lord Pigot make any 
complaint of Major Home and his family? 

Ar^nxxer. He never did. He has heard Major Home affiire Sir 
Edward Hughes that his Lordffiip fliould be treated with every mark 
of refped and attention due to his Lordfhip's rank. 

^ejlion. Does this Informant know of any military honour paid 
to Lord Pigot at the Mount ? 

Anfwer. He has heard that Lord Pigot had a guard turned 
out to him, and that the centinels ufed to reft when Lord Pigot 
pafled. 

^efion. Does this Informant know in what nunner Lord Pigot 
pafled his time at the Mount ? 

Anfwer. This Informant has feen Lord Pigot in Major Hornc*s 
houfe, and walking in his garden. He remembers two or three times 
in particular, while this Informant has been attending the Commo- 
dore, and the Commodore has been in converfation with Lord Pigot, 
who kept oflF his hat ; that the fun was fo hot as to oblige this In- 
formant to go into the (hade, although his Lordfhip appeared to be to- 
tally regardlefs of the heat of the fun. This Informant has frequently 
heard the Commodore fay, that he was afraid fome bad confequences 
would attend his Lordfhip's being fo carelefs of himfelf, and he made 

ufe 
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ufc of the proverb, The pitcher never goes fo often to the well, &cc. 
This Informant was of the iame opinion. 

^eftion. Does this Informant remember any one time that re- 
ports came to the Mount of black cavalry of the Nabob's coming to 
feize his Lordfhip, and by whom might the reports be made, and 
how did his Lordfhip receive them, and what did he fay, and to 
whom, and what did fuch report turn out to be ? 

Anfwer. This Informant was at the Mount two or three days 
after his Lordfhip was feized. There was an alarm at Major Home's 
houfe that there was a large party of the Nabob's horfe on the plaia 
coming towards the Mount, and every body feemed to be in con- 
fufion on the occafion. Major Home ordered the foldiers to their 
arms, and ordered; two field-pieces to be drawn out. Somebody 
took a glafs, went to an eminence, and word came immediately that 
it was only a drove of buffaloes.. 

^eftions by the Clerk of the Peacei 

Whether this Informant did not fee a party of the Nabob's cavalry 
ufually pofled by Major Home's houfe I 

Anfwer. He has feen about a dozen. 

^eJHons by the Solicitor Jor the Prifoners. 

Does this Informant know for what purpofe thofe cavalry were- 
pofled ? 

Anfwer. Upon Lord Pilot's expreffing his diffatisfadion in a letter 
to Sir Edward Hughes, about the time of his departure for Trinco- 
mallee, this Informant underftood that the Gentlemen in the admi- 
niftration afTigned as a reafon for the cavalry being pofted there, that 
they might be fent on meffages, but that they fhould be immediately 
difmifled, which was accordingly done. This Informant recoUedls 
that Lord Pigot, in his letter to the Commodore, fays, that if horfe 
were necefTary as a guard over him^ whether it would not be m e 
proper that the Company's horle fhould be employed, and men- 
tioning as a reafon, that he had been ufed to exercife j and he fays,, 
in the fame letter, that thank God he was in tolerable good health,, 
confidering his confinement! or fomething to that purpofe. 

^ejiion.. 
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^lejiion. Does this Informant imagine that the difwder of whlcli 
Xord Pigot died was occafioned by his imprifonmentt or .do yoa 
imagine it came on naturally, or was produced by imprudence ? 

jinfwer. This loformant iays that he cannot pretend to judge* 

^ejlim. A^hether, after Lord Pigot's firft illnefs, this Informant 
lias not heard that his LordHiip was diredled by DoSor Pafley to 
take fome medicines for a diforder in the liver, and whether he has 
not heard that Mr. Pafley did inform his Lordlhip that his diforder 
originated in the liver, and whether he has not heard that his Lord« 
ihip did refufe, or negle£fc, to take the medicines propofed I 

Anfwcr. This Informant only heardi in general terms, that his 
Lordfhips diforder was a bad bilious diforder, oegleded at firft; 
IV] r. Pafley having faidi in this Informant's hearing, '^ If I had been 
^^ fent for two days fooner it might have faved me two months 
*** work." 

^e/iion. Did his Lordfliip, during his confinement, -expofe 
Ihimfirlf to the fun in fuch manner as to endanger his health f 

Anfweu This Informant thinks he expofed himfeif too much to 
the fun. 

^eftlon. Whether this Informant knows If Lord Pigot was ac- 
cuftoined to be much in the fun, previous to his confinement \ 

Anfwer. This Informant hears that his Lordfliip was always 
ftccuftomed to be much in the fun. 

(Signed) Edward L'Epine. 

Sworn the 4th day of Odober, in the feven- 
teenth year of the reign of King George the 
Third, and ia the year of our Lord 1777, 
before us^ 

John WHiTEHiLLf 

AnTH. SADLIERf 

Qu. Craufurd» 
(A true Copy) 

Wm. Sejjgley, Clerk of Peace* 
(0/r thefe examinations heiiig iakcn^ the prifoners were admitted to bail)- 
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To the Honourable John Wbitebill, Efq.^c. Jufiices of Oyer and Ter* 
miner and Generol Gaol Delivery for the Town of Madrafpatnam 
and its Dijlriifs. 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

^TpHE difagreeable fituation in which we find ourfelves placed in- 
-■' duces us again to addrefs you on the fubjedt which gave rife 
thereto. 

At the meeting of the late Quarter Seffions of Oyer and Ter- 
miner and Gaol Delivery, holden on Tuefday the 30th day of 
September, we prefented, through our Council, a petition to the 
Honourable Bench in open Court, and we mufl now take the liberty 
to tranfmit to your Honour, &c. our exceptions at large, to the 
aflembly held by the fummons of George Andrew Ram, in quality 
of Coroner ; and which aflembly hasy by him and other perfons 
compofing the fame, been called a Coroner's InquiQtion. Thefe ex- 
ceptions were prepared to be laid before the Court upon the opening 
of the prefent Seffions on the firft inftant, when we naturally ex* 
pcSed to be brought to triaU anxious, as we profeflTed ourfelves to 
be, to have proven to the world our innocence, and the malevolence 
of the acculation brought againfl us, or to have met the punifliment 
due by law to the horrid crime of wilful murder, if that charge 
had been fupported ; but the further procefs of this matter was ad- 
journed to the 1 2th of November next. 

Men, fituated as we are, and confcious of no guilt, mufl ever feel 
cmbarrafled and uneafy whilft the fmalleft fufpicions on our charac- 
ters are unremoved ; and therefore, though we do not arraign your 
juftice, we cannot help exceedingly to lament the late adjournment 
of the Seffions. 

We are given to underftand, from common report, that two gen- 
tlemen who have given evidence to the aflembly of the faid George 
Andrew Ram (which, for ought we know, may be of great import- 
ance to the prefent caufe, either as it may aff'e^ the evidence for the 
crown, or for us), have applied for leave to proceed in the fhip 
Egmont for England, which, by the Company's order, is to be dif- 
patched on or before the i 5th of this month. The gentlemen we 
allude p, are Meffrs. RuflTel and Stone j and we doubt not but your 

Y Honour, 
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Honour, &c, will readily perceive the injuries we ma^ probably 
fuftain if this their application is complied with. Every undue ad- 
vantage feems to have been taken of us ; no fummons iffued to de- 
mand our attendance at this pretended Inquifition ; no opportunity 
afforded us to crofs-examine the witnefles ; queftions dreffed up to 
anfwer the purpofe of party and perfecution ; the inquiry made in a 
private houfe, at hours only known to Mr. Ram and his Jury, and 
fometimes with the door lliut: thefe are proceedings that, furely, 
arc not warranted by law, yet happy Ihould we be could we flop 
here. Sorry are we to obferve, that we have every reafon to ima- 
gine, that, not content with flriking at our lives, our enemies have 
taken fecret and unmanly fteps to ruin our good fame. The ver- 
didl on this felf-denominated Inqueft was dofed the 7th day of Au- 
guft. Your Government was formed the 3 ift. Mr. Ram may 
have had reafons for not returning it during our adminiftration, but 
why did he not immediately after we ceafed to be in power ? Why 
not at the feffions held the 1 oth of September ? Why keep it unfairly 
back until the S4th of that month, two days after the departure of 
his Majefty's floop the Swallow ? Why keep until that day the Ver- 
dia fecret from the world ? By thofc ungenerous and unprecedented 
means his friends have had above a month to prepare papers for a 
frefli perfecution in England ; to fend over copies of the informations 
and proceedings of this unconftitutional affembly ; to mifreprefent 
fads, and to give an appearance of truth to falfe and pernicious ar- 
guments. While, on the other hand, we have been deprived of an 
opportunity of furnifliing our friends with proper materials to de- 
feat the malice of our perfecutors, or lay our anions and charadlers 
before the Public in a fair and juft light. Thefe are, furely, hard- 
(hips, others fliould not be heaped upon them. Mr. Ruflel and 
Mr. Stone have been partly the caufe of the illiberal charge againft 
us. They ftiould, we humbly apprehend, be obliged to fupport it 
in an humble legal manner, and not be allowed an indulgence, 
equally repugnant to the juftice of the Court and cdnftituiional li- 
berties of England. 

We likewife beg leave to obferve, that though it might have been 
proper and agreeable to the principles of law and .natural juftice to 
fubmit to neceflity in the cafe of Commodore Sir Edward Hughes, 
and other gentlemen belonging to his Majefty^s fquadron, who were 
to yield implicit obedience to orders, and whofe written informations 
were on that account taken, yet we conceive the fame neceflity docs 
not exift with regard to Meffrs. Ruflel and Stone, and it would be 
^ introducing 
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introducing a dangerous precedent to allowi in capital cafesi written 
evidence to be taken^ where it can poflibly be avoided. 

We requeft that this Addrefs, and the Exceptions accompanying 
it, may be made a Record of Courts in order that they may be laid 
before the Grand Jury. 

We are, with refpefl:, 

Honourable Sir, and SlrSf 

Your moft obedient humble Servants, 



Fort St. George, 
7thof OAober, 1777. 



Geo.. Stratton, 
Henry Brooke, 
James Stuart, 
Charles Floyer, 
Archdale Palm£r, 
Francis Jourdan, 
Geo. Magkay. 



Mr, Charles Bromley Solicitor for the Gentlemen accufed by 
the Inqueft then delivers the following Exceptions and Affidavit, 
which is read publicklj. 
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To the Honourable John Whitehilh Efq. &c. Jufiices ofOytr and Ter^ 
miner and General Ga§l Delivery for the Town of Madrafpatnam and 
its Diftrias. 

r^^ EXCEPTIONS e/' George Strattoti, Henry Brooke, Efqrs. 
Brigadier General James Stuart, Charles Floyer, Archdale Pal- 
mer, Francis Jourdan, George Mackay, Efqrs. Lieutenant^ 
colonel Matthew Home, Captain James Eidmgtoun, and..Captain 
Arthur Lyfaght, taken to an Inqueji held by George Andrew 
Ram, on the Body of the late Lord Pigot, 

Firjl^ T5ECAUSE, admitting the appointment of the faid George 
^ Andrew Ram to have been lawful, as having been made 
agreeable to the cuftom of the Settlement, yet as he was fome con-* 
fiderable time before the death of Lord Pigot appointed to a fubor- 
dinate Fadory, his office of Coroner, agreeable alfo to the cuftom of 
the Settlement, became vacant. 

Secondly^ Becaufe the faid George Andrew Ram himfelf was pre- 
fent at the Seflions where John Balfour was fworn into that office, 
and was fo confcious of his own difqualifications, that he referred 
applications made to him in that capacity to the faid John Balfour, 
the perfon appointed in his room, as appears by the 2d£davit of the 
faid John Balfour, hereunto annexed. 

Thirdly^ Becaufe the inexperience, infufficiencies, and known de« 
pendence of fome of the Jurors, feleded on this Inqueft, in preference 
to others of the mod refpedable perfons in the Settlement^ who at* 
tended on the fummons of the faid George Andrew Ram, and whofc 
names were placed by him after the twelve men firft called over, 
rendered them improper perfons to form a legal and impartial opi* 
nion on an affair of fo ferious a nature. 

Fourthly. Becaufe of the declared fentiments of feveral of thofe 
Jurors, and in particular of George Smith their Foreman, Andrew 
Rofs, and Alexander Cuthbert. 

Fifthly, 
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Fifthly^ Becaufe this pretended Inqueft was held in the houfe of 
the faid George Smith, where the Public could have neither ingrefs 
nor egrefs without permiffion. 

Sixthly^ Becaufe the faid George Stratton, Henry Brooke, James 
Stuart, Charles Floycr, Archdale Palmer, Francis Jourdan, George 
Mackay, Matthew Home, James Eidingtoun, and Arthur Lyfaght, 
were not fummoned on this Inqueft, and were thereby deprived of 
the benefit of a crofs-examination. 

Seventblyy Becaufe there were no witnefles examined but on the 
part of the Grown. 

Eigbthfyy Becaufe the witnefles for the Grown were unduly led in 
their examination, and fufFered to give hearfay and public report as 
matters of fad and certain knowledge. . 

Ninthly 9 Becaufe there appeared no external matk of violence 
upon the body of the faid Lord Pigot at the time of the infpediion 
thereof by the faid prietended Jury, and becaufe there was fo little 
fufpicion of his Lordfhip's having died from the efFed^ of poifon, that 
the faid pretended Jury declared there was no neceflity to open the 
fame, although one of the furgeons attended with his inftruments for 
that purpofe ; and therefore ordered the body to be buried without 
further inquiry. 

^entbfyt Becaufe the faid pretended Jury, immediately upon the 
faid infpedion, found that the faid Lord Pigot died a natural death, 
and having thereby anfwered every purpofe for which Inquefts have 
been inftituted. (hould have immediately brought in their Verdid, 
and not have adjourned or proceeded further. 

Eleventhly^ Becaufe the uncertain and conjedural opinions in an- 
fwer to metaphyfical queftions put to the furgeons, examined on this 
pretended Inqueft, xroncernin^ the operations of the mind in general 
upon the body, were received as certain and pofitive evidence, and 
by them applied to the cafe of Lord Pigot. 

Tnvelftbly^ Becaufe the meetings of this pretended Jury were held 
at different times, and at diftant periods, and therefore the perfons 
compofing it liable to be biafied in their opinions by intermediate 
occurrences and intercourfe with prejudiced and partial men. 

S I'hirteenthlyt 
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Tbirteenthly^ Becaufc the Jury took upon them to determine points 
of law, although their authority (had it been lawful) only extended 
to inquire into matters of fa£t. 

Fourteentbly^ Becaufe the Jury were unduly influenced by the 
faid George Andrew Ram, and led to give feveral verdidis under 
the name of Queftions. 

Fifteenthlys Becaufe the Jury, though confifting but of TweWet 
determined by a majority of votes. 

Sixteentbly^ Becaufe this pretended Inqueft was illegally kept back,- 
the faid George Andrew Ram having paft over one entire Seflion, 
namely, that held on the loth of September laft, before he delivered 
the fame. 

Wherefore the faid George Stratton, Henry Brooke, James 
Stuart, Charles Floyer, Archdale Palmer, Francis Jourdan, 
George Mackay, Matthew Home, James Eidingtoun, and 
Arthur Lyfaght, do except to the faid pretended loqueftyaod 
every adt and proceeding thereon, as being partial ainl unfair, 
and contrary to the known and eftabliihed litws of England ; 
and they do therefore humbly pray, that the fame may be 
quaOied ; and that the Clerk of the Crown may be diredled 
to furnifli them with a Record or Certificate in due form of 
law of the Verdift and other proceedings on the faid pre- 
tended Inqueft, and of the Reafons of the Honourable Court 
for quafhing the fame, fhould it be deemed proper fo to do. 

(Signed) Charles Bromley^ Solicitor. 
(A true Copy) 

By Order of Court. 

Wm. Sedgi-ey, Qerkof Peace. 
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l^tmn of Madraspatnam. 

JOHN BALFOUR, of Madras aforefaid, Gentleman, came 
this day before me one of his Majefty's Juftices of the Peace for 
this fame, and made oath, on the Holy Evang^elifts, That in the lat- 
ter end of the month of December 1776, he (this Deponent) together 
with Mr. George Andrew Ram, of Madras aforefaid, and feveral 
other Gentlemeiji were in company together at St. Thomas's Mounti 
when a letter was delivered to the faid Mr. Ram, and which was 
directed to him, the faid Mr. Ram, as Coroner ; and this Deponent 
faith, that the faid Mr. Ram, immediately upon reading the fuper- 
fcription of the faid letter, and as this Deponent verily believes, . 
without opening it, handed it forward to this Deponent, declaring 
at the fame time fo loud as to be heard diftindly by this Deponent, 
and, as he believes, by others then prefent, *' That this was huftnefs 
" for him (this Deponent J :" and this Deponent further faith, that he 
is of opinion, the faid Mr. Ram would not have caufed the fame to 
be delivered to this Deponent, in manner aforefaid, had he not be- 
lieved that he (Mr. Ram) had then no authority to ad in the ca- 
pacity of Coroner : that the letter delivered, as aforefaid, by Mr. 
Ram to this Deponent was from Mr. Sydenham, Town Major, in- 
forming him that the body of a man lay dead in a ftreet in the 
Black Town ; that this Deponent came from the Mount to the Black 
Town, where he held an Inqueft on the body : that this Inqueft was 
the fecond, if not the firft, which this Deponent had held after hav- 
ing been appointed by the Governor and Council, and fworn in at 
the Seffions to the office of Coroner for the town of Madrafpatdam, 
and diftridts thereof. 

(Signed) J. Balfour^ 

Sworn to before me (Signed) Charles 
Smith, one of his Majefty's Juftices of the 
Peace. 

Attefted to be a true Copy by me 

(Signed) Charlfs Bromley, Not. Public. 
(A true Copy) 

By order of Court. 

Wm. Sedgley, Clerk of Peace# 

Y4 
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[Captain Marlow of his Majeflys Ship Coventry, being un- 
der/ailing Orders for Bombay y is called upon by the 
Jujlices and examined-^ 

Town of Madraspatnam. Jf. 

'The INFORMATION^/ Benjamin Marlow, Efq^, 
Commander of his Majejiys Ship Coventry, taken upon 
Oath before John Whitehill, Efq-; Chief fujlkey Samuel 
. Johnfon and Peter Perring, Jujlices of Oyer and Ter- 
miner and Gaol Delivery for the Town aforefaid. 

THIS Informant faith. That about the 17th of January in the 
prefent year of our Lord 1777, he arrived at Madras, in his 
Majefty's Ship Coventry, and foon after was introduced by Sir Ed- 
ward Hughes, at the Mount, to George Lord Pigot, and found his 
Lordfliip, in this Informant's opinion, in good health, lively, and 
full of fpirits, as could be expeded from one of his Lordfhip's age 
and under reftraint. — This Informant faith. That he vifited his 
Lordftiip frequently, in company with Sir Edward Hughes, and 
generally found him the fame until his firft illnefs, which this In- 
formant was told by Sir Edward Hughes (which he had from Dr. 
Pafley), that his difeafe was a complaint in the liver and putrid bile, 
and that Mr. Pafley had declared to Sir Edward Hughes, that had he 
been acquainted two or three days fooner, it would have faved what 
would take him up as many months. — This Informant further fays, 
That fome time after he went in company with Sir Edward Hughes 
to vifit his Lordftiip, on his being told he was fomething better, but 
to this informant's opinion, his Lordfliip appeared a good deal out 
of order ; notwithftanding this his Lordftiip went out into the garden 
at the back of the houfe, to fee the walks cleared and watered with 
an hand engine, which this Informant then thought was imprudent 
in his Lordfliip's then fituation. — This Informant does not remem- 
ber to have vifited Lord Pigot again, until his Lordftiip's fecond at- 
tack, at which vifit he found his Lordftiip to appearance much alter- 
ed for the worfe, feemingly very weak and low ; and to the beft of 
this Informant's remembrance, the laft lime he faw his Lordfliip, was 
at the houfe of Colonel Matthew Home, and at the approach of the 
dinner his Lordftiip got up from the fopha, and took his leave of Sir 
Edward Hughes and the company, and of this Informant, taking 
both his hands, and faying, *' My friend, Marlow, I wifti you well.'* 
This Informant took his leave of his Lordfliip, as being of opinion 
I he 
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he fhould never fee his Lordfliip morei of which he told Sir Edward 
Hughes and the company prefent. 

^ejlion. Whether Lord Pigot expofed himfelf much to the fun 
when this Informant faw him ? 

Anfwer. This Informant fays, that during the feveral times he 
vifited Lord Pigot at /the Mount, many of which were from eleven 
o'clock till dinner time, he has often walked in the heat of the fun 
from Mr. Monckton's houfe to the Mount, and fometimes in the 
garden backwards and forwards from houfe to houfe. 

^eftion. Do you remember any particular time of your being in 
the garden, or elfewhere with his Lordfliip in the heat of the fud j 
and do you remember any obfervations you made thereon t 

Anfwer. Yes, one time in particular^ his Lordfliip had got fome 
trees either to fet or tranfplant, when Sir Edward Hughes with this 
Informant attended him in the garden in the heat of the day, be- 
tween twelve and two o'clock. This Informant fays, that he was 
very unhappy within himfelf from the heat of the fun, althougl^ 
both Sir Edward Hughes and himfelf can bear the fiin very well, 
being ufed to it; turning about foiind Sir Edward Hvghes had 
gone into the houfe, upon feeing of which this Informant was very 
happy, and followed Sir Edward Hughes, leaving his Lordfliip in 
the garden with the gardeners. 

^ejlion. Whether this Informant faw any difrefpeft iliewn his 
Lordfliip at the Mount ? 

Anfiver. This Informant fays, that he never faw any difrefpedl 
fhewed to his Lordfliip by Colonel Home or any of his family, or 
from the offioers doing duty ; but on the contrary, every perfon 
endeavoured to fliew every civility, and watched every opportunity 
in obeying his Lordfliip, add that his Lordfliip appeared fatisfied 
therewith, as this Informant could fee or underfland. 

Sluejiion. From the Clerk of the Peace. Whether when this 
Informant faw Lord Pigot at the Mount, he was attended by aa 
Officer faflied, and an artillery man ? ^ 

Anfwer. He was generally attended by an Officer, but this In-' 
formant does not remember to have feen an artillery man, 

(Signed) Benjamin Marlow, 

Sworn this l oth day of Odober 1777,: 
before us. (Signed) John Whitehill. 

A true Copy. 

' Wm. Sedgley, Clerk of .the Peaces 
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Thw;^ of Madraspatnam. J^l 



ne INFORMATION of Mr. William Mallett Sur^ 
geony taken on Oath before Charles Smith, Efq\ Samuel 
Johnfon and Peter Perring, Bfqrs\ his Majejiys Juf 
tices of Oyer and Tertmner for the Town aforefaidy at 
the Requejiof Mr. Bromley, Solicitor for Mejfrs. Strat- 
ton, ^^. 



THIS Informant, upon his oath, faith, That he knew Lord 
Pigot from the beginning of his confinement the 24th of Au- 
guft 17775 and that he was prefent upon his Lord(hip*s arrival at 
the Mouat, on the night when he was delivered by Captain Lyfaght 
into the cuftody of Major Home. 

I had an opportunity, while his Lordfliip refided at the Mount, 
of vifiting him for the moft part daily. After the firft few days of 
his Lordlhip's confinement he aifumed a cheerful afpedl, vifiting 
his family refiding at General Lawrence's houfc, and employed him- 
felf chiefly in the garden of that houfe. I never knew any limits or 
reftraint to which his Lordihip was fubjedled in point of taking 
fuch falutary exercife as might be deemed conducive to health ; on 
the contrary, imagine, had his Lordfhip kept himfelf more out of 
the exceflive heats of the weather, the refult* of his illnefs might 
not have taken that dangerous tendency it did. From the a4th Au- 
guft, till March following, he enjoyed uninterrupted good health; 
returning from his ufual amufements (the 6th)» he complained of a 
chillnefs and fick ftomach, for which he applied for a dofe of phyfic, 
and took it that night at bed-time. The next morning, vifiting his 
Lordfhip, he complained of its not having the defired efFed, and 
requefted another, which anfwered the intention. That evening, 
complained much of ficknefs, heat, &c for which he took fome 
tartar-emetic mixture, and voided a quantity of bile, and other in- 
digefted materials. The 8th, complaints much the fame as preceeding 
t day. 
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day, 'Mr. Pafley's advice was thought ncccflary, and came that day 
by defire of Major Home, and Mr. Monckton. A continuance c^ 
the tartar-emetic mixture was thought neceflary, which he took 
with a good effeft. The 9th, took a dofe of Phyfic, confiding of Sal 
Rochelle, mannacrum^ T. ^ tamatends, from Mr. Pafley. The loth, 
l)egan a courfe of alteratives, which he benefited by much. Mr. 
Pafley continued his vifits daily till after the 20th, hy whofe pre- 
fcriptions his Lordfhip found fuch fervice, as to be able to take his 
ufual cxercife. The weather thea being very hot, and change of 
feafon at hand, it was requefted that his Lord(hip would not too 
early expofe himfelf to fudden heats and colds, left it might retard 
his gaining ftrength. This, however, availed but little, for he con- 
tinued going from the houfe to the garden among the work-people, 
frequently employing himfelf, and when heated, returning again to 
it, which kept up fuch an irregular fucceilion of heat and cold, 
which, to a perfon in the foundeft health, could not fail but of being 
very pernicious. Soon after this he was again feized with a bilious 
vomiting, dry ikin, and all the fymptems of a confirmed bilious fe- 
ver ; Mr. Pafley was again fent for, who continued his vifits daily 
till the removal of his Lordfliip, on account of the periodic winds, 
to the Company's Garden-houfe. I there vifited his Lordfliip from 
the Mount generally daily, and was with him the day he expired. 
May nth, 1777. 

^ejlionsfrom the Clerk of the Peace. 

Were you acquainted with Lord Pigot's manner of life before his 
confinement? 

Anfwer^ No. 

^eftion. Do you know whether Lord Pigot expofed himfelf td 
the fun more after his confinement at the Mount, than he was be- 
fore that period ufed to do. 

jinfwer. I do not know. 

^ejtionsftm the Solicitor for Meffrs. Stratton^ &c. 

Do you remember the falutation that Lord Pigot gave Major 
Home upon his firft arrival at the Mount ? 

Jnfwer. I do. The words, " My dear Major^^^ or, •* My dear 
" Horne^ bmv do you do ?^^ 

Z ^Jlion. 
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^ejlion. Do you remember the convcrfaiion that paffed btftwclEli 
.Captain Lyfaght and Major Home, upon the former delivering 
Lord Pigot into Major Hornets charge ? 

Anfiver. No further than that upon Captain Lyfaght's deliver- 
ing a paper, faying, '* Do you abide by thefe orders.^^ Major 
Home anfwered, ^^ I do^ as the orders of my commanding officer ^^ 

^ejiion. Do you remember Lord Pigot*8 afking for pen, ink, 
and paper, and was it granted him by Major Home, on the firft 
night of Lord Pigot's arrival at the Mount ? 

Anfwer. Yes ; and it being granted him, Lord Pigot wrote to 
his daughter^ and deiired Captain Lyfaght to take care of the letter. 

^ejiiotin Did you live at the Mount during the whole time of 
Lord Pigot's confinement I 

Anffwer. Yes. 

^ejiion. Have you not frequently leen his Lordfhip in moft of 
the different houfes and gardens at the Mouat, and alfo walking at 
the top of the Mount. 

Atipwer. Generally fo. 

^ejlion. As you were often at Major Homes houfe during^ 
Lord Pigot's confinement, relate the manner in which his Lordlhip 
was treated by Major Home and his family, and the officers doing 
duty at the Mount ? 

Atifwer. To make his Lordfhip's fituation as agreeable as pof- 
fible, became the joint concern of Major Home and his family, and 
by the officers he was treated with the greateft refpeft. 

^efiion. Have you not obferved, or do you not know, that his 
Lordfhip has frequently been angry at Mr. Monckton's houfe, from 
the various reports and rumours brought to him by Mr. Monckton 
and his friends ? 

Anfwer. I have feen his Lordfhip return from Mr. Monckton's 
difpleafedi but from what caufe 1 do not know, 

^ejion. 
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^eftion. Was it not frequently the converfation at Mr. Stone's 
and Mr. Monckton's tables, the threatening to hang every man 
concerned in the removing Lord Pigot from his governtment, and 
calling Mn Stratton, &c, villains, traitors, rafcals, and fcoundrels ? 

Anfwer. The former, but too frequent ; the latter {viz. calling 
them by opprobrious names), I have alfo heard, but not generally. 

^ejlion. Have not you feen Meflrs. Ram, Farquhar, and Par- 
fons at Mr. Monckton's or Mr. Stone's tables when thefe converfa- 
tions pafTed ? 

Anfwer. I do not particularly recolledl. 

^ejiion. Have you feen thefe three above-mentioned Gentlemen 
at other times, at Mr. Stone's or Mr. Monckton's tables, as alfo Mr. 
George Smith, Mr. Andrew Rofs, and Mr. Alexander Cuthbert ? 

Anfwer. All thefe Gentlemen I have feen at the above tables. 

^ejiion. Do you remember all or any of thefe Gentlemen vio- 
lent in their expreflions againll Meflrs. Stratton, &c. Gentlemen in 
the late adminiftration ? 

Anfwer. I have heard Mr. Stone, Mr. MoBckton, and Mr. Rami 
at times exprefs themfelves violently, but with the other Gentlemen 
1 feldom held any converfation. 

Slnefion. Do you recoiled any particular expreflions made ufe of 
by either of thefe Gentlemen ? 

Anfwer. No farther than what I have already related. 

^lejlion. Relate at what particular hours in the day you have 
feen Lord Pigot exercifing himfelf in the gardens ? 

Anfiver. At all hours of the day, and fometimes very late in the 
evening. 

^uefion. Do you remember to have heard any of the officers 
that attended Lord Pigot complain of the exceffive heat of the fun? 

Z 2 Anfwer. 
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Anfmer. Yea, fatiguingly fo, when attending him in their tour 
of duty. 

^eftion. Do you remember dining with Lord Pigot at Mr. 
Monckton's the Sunday before his Lordfhip was taken ill ? 

Anpwer. I do, 

^eftion. Do you remember what he eat on that day, and the 
remarks you made thereon, and to whom did you make thefe 
remarks ? 

Anfwer. I remarked to Major Home his Lordfhip having made 
an unufual meal of turtle, and that I was apprehenfive (from its be- 
ing food of io grofs a nature) that hie Lordfhip might feel the ill 
confeqiflences of it 

^ejiion. Do you remember Lord Pigot^s abfenting himfelf from 
a ball given by Mr. Monckton on the twelfth night, and did he not 
prefer ftaying at Major Home's as a place of greater fecunty for his 
perfon ; aikl did not his Lordfhip always confide in Major Home as 
the perfon in whom he repofed his perfonal fecurity, and whether 
his Lordfhip did not appear contented in remaining with Major 
Horqe ? 

Anfwer. I remember his Lordfhip's flaying from the ball, but to 
the reft of the above quefiion I cannot anfwer, as I do pot know from 
what motive he flaid away. 

^ejlion. Might not Lord Pigot in yoar opinion, have bectt 
equally liable to an attack of the difeafe which he had at the Mounts 
had he been in full pofTeiBon of his liberty ? 

Anfwer. I do think he might. 

^eftion. Have you ever heard, that fboir after Lord Pigot's refi- 
dence at the Mount, there were frequent accounts brought and fent 
him by thofe who were fuppofed his friends, of troops in motion to 
remove him and other alarms; and might not fuch frequent alarms 
affea his health ? 

Anpwer. 
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Anfiver. Thefe things I have heard, but at to their efFedls I can- 
not anfwer. 

S^iejlion. You no doubt have heard of a letter written by the Su- 
preme Council to Lord Pigot lefpeding his condufl; wbilft in this go- 
vernment I 

Anfiver. I have heard of one letter, which I have read. 

^efiian. Are you not af opinion, that as the Supreme Council had 
io decidedly condemned his Lordlhip's conduQ:, he might be 9ppre- 
henfive that the Company in England might do the fame, and that 
fuch apprehenfions might prey upon his mind, and produce more 
difagreeable eflFedts than any treatment his Lordfliip met with from 
the Gentlemen of the late adminiftration ? 

Anfwer. The body-politic being of fo abftrufe a nature, I cannot 
pretend to form any judgment what good or evil might be derived 
from fuch apprehenfions. 

^yefiitm. Did you ever hear or know that Lord Pigot was pre- 
Tented from ufing any exercife he pleafed at the Mount, fuch as 
liding, &c. 

Anfwer. I never knew any limits or reftraint to which his Lord- 
ihip was fubje£ted on that head. 

^efiw. You have heard that Lord Pigot did once ride out at 
the Mount ; do you know, or have you heard any reafon affigned 
and by whom, why he did not repeat that exercife with the fanie 
party I 

An/wer. I remember Lord Pigot once going on a party to the 
Cave of Defpair, but why he did not repeat thofe excurfions I can 
affign no particular reafon. 

^efion. Did you not ride out to find a good chaife road to the 
fta-fide from the Mount, and to pitch upon fome pleafant fpot ta 
fend tents to, in order to make a party with the ladies of Lord 
Pigot's family and Major Home's, and was it not fuppofed Lord 
Pigot was to be of the party I 

Anfwer^ 
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Anpiver. 1 recoHcil going in fearch of fuch a fpot near Trivam- 
bore (about four or five miles from the Mount), in order to pafs a 
day. or two, but really I do not recoUeft for whom it was particularly 
intended. 

^ejiions from the Court. 

Do you imagine that the diforder of which Lord Pigot died was 
occafioned by imprifonment, or do you rather imagine it came on 
naturally, or was produced by his own imprudence ? 

Anpwer. I do not impute his Lordfhip's difeafe to the efFeds of 
imprifonment, but I impute his relapfe a good deal to his own mif- 
management. 

^eftion. Have you not heard that after Lord Pigot's firft illncfs, 
Mr. Pafley recommended medicines for the liver, which his Lordihip 
either refufed or negleded taking ? 

Anfwer. I do not know of this circumftance. 

(Signed) W. Mallett- 

Sworn the 6th day of November, in the 
the feventeenth year of the reign of our Sove- 
reign Lord George, King of Great-Britain, 
&c. before us, 

Charles Smith. 
Peter Perring. 

(A true Copy) 

Wm. Sedgle Y, Clerk of Peace, 
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Wednesday the 12th of November, 1777. 
At a COURT of S E S S I O N. 

JUSTICES present; 

John White hill, Efq; Chairman." 
Charles Smith and Peter Perring, Efqrs;. 

Court opened. Sheriff returns his precepts. 
Court adjourned to Wednefday the 19th of Noveoiber. 
(A true Copy) • 

By Order of Court; 
WMi Sedgley, Clerk of Peace. 
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Town of Madraspatnam. jffl 

Tie INFORMATION of Mr. GUbert Pafley Surgeon, 
taken upon Oatb before Charles Smith and Peter Per- 
ring, Efqrsy his Mcqeftys JufHces of the Peace, Juftices 
of Oyer and Terminer, and Gaol Delivery for the Town 
aforefaid, taken at the Requefi of Mr, Charles Bromley, 
Solicitor for Mejfrs, Stratton, &c. 



D 



^eftionsfrem the Clerk of the Peace. 

I D you know Lord Pigot in his lifetime, and how long have 
you fo known him ? 



Anfwer. I knew him both in his former and laft government. 

^ejlion. Did you ever attend Lord Pigot during any indif* 
pofition ? 

Anfwer. I attended him during his indifpofition at the Mount. 

^efion. Did you perceive his Lordlhip to be under any, and 
what, reftraint at the Mount ? 

Anfwer. I knew his Lordfhip had been fent to remain at the 
Mount under a guard, but he feemed to have leave to walk about, 
as I have often ^en him at Mr. Monckton'sy and at other houfes at 
the Mount. 

^eftion. You have mentioned that you attended Lord Pigot 
during his indifpofition at the Mount, relate what his difeafe was, 
its progrefs, and confequences ? 

Anfwer. At the requeft of the Gentlemen of the late Admini- 
firation I drew out a ftate of Lord Pigot's cafe, which I now deliver 
as an anfwer to the above queftion (cafe delivered and fworn to). 

3 ' ^cfum. 
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^uejlms from tht Solicitor for Meffrs. Strattortj ^e. 

Do you remember the apartments allotted for the ufc of Lord 
Pigot in Major Home's houfc ; if you do, particularize the fame ? 

Anpwer. His apartments were a large bed-room, a clofet, or. 
lumber-room, and a paflage between them, and he had the ufe of 
the hall, veranda, and any part of the houfe not occupied by Major 
Home's family* 

^efiton. Do you know how many perfons were of Major 
Home's family refiding in the houfe ? 

Anpwer* The Major, his wife, and fifter, befides the fervants. 

^ueftion. Do you know, or have you heard, of any inconvenience 
atifrng to Major Home from his Lordfhip's living in his houfe ? 

Anfwer. I faw none, nor have heard any exprefled by Major 
Home or family. 

^eftton. Do you know, or have you heard, that Lord Pigoi 
was reftrained or limited to any particular diftance from the houfe 
of Major Home ? 

Aiipwer. It was fuppofed he was confined to the Mount, but I 
have reafon to believe, that if his Lordfhip would have condefceqded 
to a{k for liberty, or even would have accepted it, from the Gentle- 
men in the late Government, he might have gone where he pleafed, 
though, I believe, on one occafion only he went beyond the Mount 
in a chaife with Mrs. Home. 

^eflion. Was not his Lord (hip at liberty to ufe fuch exercifc, 
and enjoy fuch pleafures as mod fuited him I 

Anfwer. I believe he was not reftrifted from any. 

^efion. Do you know, or have you heard, at what particular 
hours of the day, or night, his Lordfhip ufed to walk out and 
amufe himfelf ? 

Anfwer. Generally, I believe, from breakfaft till dinner time, 
and from five o'clock till fupper. 

A a ^ejtion. 
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^eftton. Do you know, or have you heard^ wliat particular 
amufementa his Lordfhip generally employed himfelf in whilft at the 
Mount, and if thofe amufemcnts wer€ confined to any particular 
houfe or place ? 

Anfwer. His Lordfhip, being of an adive difpoGtioUt vat 
feldom unemployed, bis ufual amufement was working in the gar« 
den before noon, and I have heard that he employed himfelf in re« 
pairing tanks and houfes ; but I believe his amufements were not 
confined to any particular houfe or place. \ 

^ueftion. Do you remember feeing his Lordfhip, at the time he 
might be employed in the garden, with any covering befidea 
his hat? 

Anfwer. His Lordfliip generally had a fervant attending with 
an umbrella, but whether he ufed it or not I cannot fayt being feldom 
at the Mount wlien his Lordikip waa in health. 

^eftion. Do you know the precife time when his Lordfliip waa 
taken til at the Mount, and by whom were you acquainted of hia 
mdifpofitioiH who directed you to attend hia LordOnip, and how 
foon after fuch diredion did you attend him i 

Anfwer. I do not recoUefl the day his Lordihip fell ill, but it 
was ibmeiime in the beginning oS. March ; Mr. Stratton was the 
fkft who acqxiainted me with his Lord£hip's illnefs» I told him that 
I doubted 4t, becaufe Mr. Ruflel had been at my houfe and had left 
no Bieflage regarding his LordOiip's illnefs; however, as Mr. 
Stratton feemed convinced of it, and defiied me to go to the Mount^ 
I went the next morning. 

Sluejlton. Did you make any, and what^ report of hia Lord* 
(hip's diforder, and to whom, and relate the obfervation you 
made thereon \ 

Anfmr. I reported by letter ta Mr. Stratton the alarming (Itua-^ 
tion 1 found his Lordfhip in, and expreffed the fame to his Lord-^ 
ihip's family at the Mount, and the furprize I w^ uader that hia 
Lordfhip fhould be fo ill before I was calledi 
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^ejlton^ You have faid on his Lordfliip^s ca(ci now produced, 
that he relapfed and grew worfe, how foon did he relapfe, and to 
vhat caufe do you impute fuch relapfe ? 

Anfwer. About twelve or fourteen days after his Lordfhip's 
recovery he relapfed, owing to his going too foon abroad, and not 
tifing the precautions he was advifed to ; as I think it highly probable 
that a relapfe might have been prevented could his Lordftiip have 
been perfuadcd of the neceffity of perfevering in a courfe of medi- 
cines, and other attentions necelTary in his fituation. 

^eftion. Did you ever remonftrate and give your advice to his 
Lordfhip after the recovery from his firftillnefs? if you did, relate 
the converfation that pafled between you ; and whether his Lordfhip 
did not appear fenfible of his imprudence by not following your 
advice ? 

Anfwer. I did reprefent to his Lordftiip how ufual It was to 
have relapfes in diforders of the kind he laboured under, and that 
medicines, diet, and other precautions were neceOTary to prevent 
them ; indeed, I took pains to explain to his Lordftiip the nature o£ 
his diforder, and the confequences that might arife from a negledl 
of preventative means \ but his Lordftiip having the feelings of a 
perfefl: recovery, faid he could not think them neceflary, as he felt 
himfelf as well as any man in India. When a relapfe took place he 
cxprefled in ftrong terms a confcioufnefs of imprudence in not at- 
tending to the advice I had given him. 

^eftion. Did not you, foon after his Lordftiip's getting the 

better of his complaint, vifit him, and find him fleeping on a couch 

at the Nabob's houfe, where Mr. Monckton lived, between two open 

doors ; did you not awake him, and apprize him of the mifchief he 

. was doing his conftitution ? 

Anfwer. T do not pofitively recollect that I awaked his Lordftiip, 
but it is certain that his Lordftiip did flcep on a ratan couch between 
two open doors, with his hat under his head, and chat I reprefentcd 
both to him and his family how very uncautious and imprudent it 
was, that being juft recovered from an illncfs he fliould expofe him*^ 
felf, or fleep in a draft of wind. 

Sluejiion^ Was not his Lordftiip removed to thfr-CompanyU 
GArden-houfe for the benefit of the air ? 

A a 2 Anpwer 



( i8o ) 

Anpwer. He was. 

^ejiion. By whom was the offer of the Gardea-houfe made,- 
and to whom ? 

Anfwer. Mr. Stratton, hearing of his Lordfhlp s dangerous ftatc 
of heahh, fent for me, and propofed his coming to the Garden- 
houfe, which, he faid, fliould be immediately evacuated for his 
Lordftiip, at the fame time defired me to inform his LofdAip that 
he was at liberty to chufe any other houfe if more agreeable. 

^ejlton. Did you deliver that meflage to his LordQiip ? 

Anpwer. I communicated it to his Lordfhip's family ; in the in- 
terval Major Home received an official letter on the fubjedt, the 
contents of which was, after fome confideration, communicated by 
Mr. Monckton to his Lbrdfliip, who very readily accepted the 
Garden-houfe in preference. 

^eftion. As you vifited at the Mount frequently, did you ever 
obferve any want of perfoaal refpedt or attention towards Lord 
Pigot by Major Home, or any of his family, or from any perfcm 
under his authority ? — Was Lord Pigot in any want of attendance or 
neceflaries that could be procured during his illnefs, difturbed by 
any noife that might have been prevented, or, in a word, any way 
ill treated ? 

Anfwer. I know of no inattention or want of refpedl to his 
Lordftiip from any one, his Lordftiip was in no want of attendance, 
having his own fervants, nor to my knowledge difturbed by any 
noife ; and the drums were, during his illnefs, removed at a diftance 
from his apartments, by order of Major Home. 

^ejiion. Do you know of any letter or letters that were fent 
on the 26th of April to Major Home, refpeding the removal 
of Lord Pigot to the Garden-houfe ? Was his Lordftiip acquainted of 
the contents of fuch letter on that day ; if not, what reafon was 
alleged for not communicating the contents of fuch letter to his 
Lordftiip, and who affigned thofe reafons ? 

Anfwer. I know official letters were received refpeding his 
Lordftiip's removal to the Company *s Garden-houfe ; I myfelf re- 
ceived an order to accompany him thither; Major Home, und«r 

whofe 
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whofe charge his Lordlliip was, received alfo a letter to that pur- 
pofe, which Major Home- meant to (hew.his Lordfliip; but, as it 
was wrote in the ftile of government, Mr. Monckton and Mr. Ruflel 
communicated with me on the occafion, and it was thought better 
to give his Lordfliip a verbal notice of the Garden-houfe having 
been fitted for his reception, than to give him the perufal of the 
order to Major Home in the fituation he was at that time in. 

^ejiion: Have you not heard Mefllrs. Monckton, Ruflel, Stone, 
and others of his Lordlhip's friends, frequently abufe the members of 
the late Government, and threaten prol'ecutions, hanging, &c. ? 

Anfwer. Meflrs. Monckton and Stone I have beard talk with 
the greateft virulence, againft the members of the late Government, 
and have heard them fay they all deferved to be hanged ; Mr. Rufl!el 
I never heard talk violently againft any one of the members of the 
late Government excepting Mr. Mackay. 

^leftion. Do you think the violent paflions Lord Pigot was- 
thrown into, by attempting to remove him to Chingleput, could be 
produdlive of ill confequences to his health or conftitution ? 

Aripwet. I think not; the agitations of violent paflions, like 
fevere exercife, produce wearinefs and fatigue, but never have lafl;* 
ing ill efFeSs^ 

^ejiion. Do you think his Lordfliip, when in arrefl at the 
Mount, was in general fo much under the influence of paffions of 
the mind as to aff^edl his health in any great degree ? 

Anfiver. I think, on the contrary, that his Lordfliip on great 
occafions was fuperior to all the little paflions of the mind, and in 
great events, like men of real charader, he on every occafion dif- 
played exertions of mind more than enough to prevent them having 
any great eflFedl upon his health and conftitution. 

^ejiion. Do you think any particular aff^edlions of the mind, 
preyed fo much upon his Lordfliip's feelings as to occafion his^ 
Lordfliip's illnefs ? 

Anfwer. Timidity, defpondcncy, and remorfe are the only 
aff^eiiions of the mind which, I can conceive, can entail complaints 
on the body. His Lordfliip's uniform firmnefs and fortitude is a 

con trad iilioa 
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cotitradiaion to the firft preying upon him ; his general cheerfulneft 
of behaviour is a proof the (econd did not esift ; and, I believe, he 
had too good an opinion of his own caufe to entertain ideas of 
the laft. 

^eftton. Were many other cauies neceflary to eftablifh and pro- 
duce the illnefs of which his Lordfhip died ? 

Anfwer. Many other caufes were abfolutely neceflary— No fingle 
caufe, whether paffiou of the mind, or other, could in any refpcQ 
produce the diforder of which his Lord(hip died ; remote caufes of 
diforders are not to be traced, they may be fuppofed, but cannot be 
afcertained ; but the more immediate and oftenfible caufes doubtlefs 
were, an impaired digeftion, denfe (late of the blood, expofing him- 
felf too much to the heat of the fun, and the frequent heating and 
cooling his habit. 

^efiion. Do you think, from your knowledge of Lord Pigot's 
charader, that he could be fubjed to that degree of dejedion as to 
injure his health ? 

Afifwer. I never faw the leaft appearance of dejeflion in Lord 
Pigot, whether in ficknefs or in health ; beiides, the natural dignity 
of his chara^er, the flattering idea he had of the juftnefs of his 
caufe, that his rank, charader, and former fervices would entide 
him to fuch ample fatisfadlion from the public, that there was no 
room left for dejedion in his mind. — As explanatory of the evidence 
I have given on the operation of the afFedions and paffions of the 
mind, I defire it may be noted, that refentment, anger, rage, and 
the adive paffions of the mind, produce at all times fo great a 
re-adion on the body, that they never do mifchief unlefs inftanta- 
neoufly. The paffions and affedions of weak minds have their ill 
effeds on the body, principally on occafions of the perfon's with- 
drawing himfelf from fociety and fliutting himfelf up. 

^^fiton. Were any of his Lordfhip's family fick during their 
refidence at the Mount ? 

Anfwer. There were— Mifs Pigot laboured under a bilious ill- 
nefs, rather of a dangerous kind, and Mr. Monckton had feveral 
fmart attacks of feverifh bilious diforders. 

^efirn. 
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^uefiion. Vftrt the tovp% of artillery fubjed to bilious dtfbrdJers 
«t the time his Lordfhip refided at the Mount ? 

Anfwer. They were fubjeft in common with other parts of this 
coaft to fevers fluxes^ ioflamm^ioos of the liver» &:c* 

^ifiion. Wex€ any of the o£Bcers of artillery taken ill with bi^ 
lious diforders i 

Anfwer. Several of them were at different times Gck of bilious^ 
diforders under Mr. Mallett's care, the furgeon on the fpot ; two of 
them, Lieutenant Moorhoufe, and Lieutenant Douglas, were fent to 
town to me very ill of liver complaints^ with fleveEiflx difpofiiions^ 
and one of them died* 

^eftion. Are diforders fimilar to his Lordfhip's common in this 
part of India ? 

Anfwer. They are common all over this part of India, and men 
in all fituations, with the fuUeft enjoyment of every privilege, are 
fiibjed to the fame^ and die of them. 

^eJHon. Do you think that the fpring and increafing beat of 
the weather at the time of his Lordihip's being at the Mount would 
be more produ<aive of a difeafc to his Lordfhip than to any other 
man there ? 

Affwer. I think not His Lordfhip feemed to have no defici- 
ency of exercife, for he never was idle, and that feafon of the year 
foch diforders as his Lordfhip was afFeded with might afFeft others 
there as well as him, and feveral of them had fimilar diforders ori- 
ginating in their livers. 

^efion. Do you think his Lordfhip^s ficknefs and death was 
owing principally to his confinement or reflraint, or was it the 
effect of a bilious diforder i 

Anfwer. I think principally from the effcft of a bilious diforder 
arifing from the fame caufes by which they are produced in others. 

^efion. Whether the room in which. Lord Pigot was in the 

houfe of Major Home could be the caufe of his Lordfhip's illnefs, 

and whether fuch room was proper and fitting for a perfon in Lord 

Pigot's then ill fiate of health I 

8 ' Anfwer^ 
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Anfwer. The room cx)uld in no rcfpedl be the caufe of his illaefs ; 
and it was fit for his Lordfliip in a fick ftate on account of its be- 
ing high-roofed, well aired, and thecooleft room in the.houfc. 

^eftion. Can you, with that degree of moral certainty which 
in all law proceedings, or human evidence, feems neceflary to efta- 
blifli the exiftence of any fa£t, declare that the feizure of Lord Pigot, 
and the fubfequent occurrences while his Lordfhip was at the Mount, 
in confequence of the orders of the late Adminiflration, did certainly 
occafion, or did certainly contributej to the illnefs of which Lord 
Pigot died? 

; Anfwer. I think and can declare the moral certainty is, that the 
feizure of Lord Pigot, and the fubfequent circumftances at the Mount, 
did certainly not occafion the diforder of which Lord Pigot died, 
though a combination of th6 circumflances mentioned in the queflioa 
might have contributed to produce a change in his Lordfhip's confli- 
tution, but not fufficient to produce ^ difeafe of tbemfelves ; and his 
Lordfhip's enjoying fo perfcd health from the 24th of Augufl till 
about the month of March, feems to argue clearly that they only 
contributed to lay the foundation of his Lordfhip's illnefs in the moft 
remote, manner, as a little water to the formation of a lake. 

^eftion. Were you fummonefl on an Inquefl held by Mr* George 
Andrew Ram ? 

Anfwer. I was. 

^ejlion. Were any queflions put to you on that occafion, and 
what were their tendency ? 

Anfwer. Many queflions were on that occafion put to me, prin- 
cipally regarding the operations of the paffions of the mind upon 
the body, and the tendency of all the -queflions put to me feemed 
to be, to the beft of my underftanding, diredly and carefully to 
eflablifh a guilt. No queflions were put explanatory of the anfwers 
I gave them, and none to remove doubts, or difcover fa£t or truth. 

^eftionfrom the Court. 

Do you imagine the diforder of which Lord Pigot died was occa- 
fioned by imprifonment, or, do you rather imagine it came on na- 
turally, or that it was produced by his own imprudence ? 

3 Anfwer. 
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Anfnv^r. The firft part of tlii8 queftion I have already anfwered, 
by afcertaining the caufes of his Lordfliip's difeafe ; as to the fecond 
part it was imagined and prophefied by every body, that his LordQiip 
would fooner or later be attacked by fome difeafe, owing to his ex- 
pofing himfelf fo much in the fun, which, indeed, his friends, air- 
ways remonftrated againft. 

Gilbert Pasley, Surgeon. 

Sworn to before us this 17th day of 
November, 1777. 

Charles Smith,? t g.. 
Peter Perring, J J"^^"* 

(A true Copy.) 

Wm. Sedgley, Clerk of Peace.^ 
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TheC ASE of the Right Honourable Lord PiGot. 



TT I S Lordfliip, about Fifty- eight years of age, very healthy, and 
-■-^ fubjed to no conftitutional ailments, had refided at St. Tho- 
mases Mount fot fome months^ During the rains and cool feafon he 
remained in perfect health. Being accuftomed to much ftirring and 
cxercife, he employed himfelf daily till noon (fexpofed to the heat of 
the fun) in gardening, repairing of tanks, &c. The confidence he 
had in his own conftitution made him pedevere in thofe amufe- 
xnents contrary to th« advice of friends. About the beginning of 
March, when the weather grew hotter, appearance of a redundancy 
of bile, and difturbed fecretions, took place on his LordOiip. He 
grew reftlefs, his fpirits flagged, perfpiration became fcanty and ir- 
f^jg^kr) with ftverffli difpofitions, which obliged him to take to his. 
room. He remained fome days in this fituation, took an emetic and 
a purge, and refified the feelings of an impending illnefs^ But 
things growing more ferious I was called upon, and was fomewhat 
alarmed at the fituation I found his Lordfhip in. He was reftlefs^ 
an oppreilion and difficulty of breathing, proftration of (Irength, his* 
tongue as white as a (heet, his urine like four beer, his ikin hot and 
dry, his pulfe very quick, and his whole fyftem agitated with putrid 
bile. More time was not to be loft. He was directed to take imme- 
diately a laxative compofed of fenna manna, fal rochelle, tamarinds^, 
and fennel- feed, which in the courfe of the evenhig operated four 
times. The evacuations were foetid and oflFenfive, and produced 
jbme relief. The laxative was repeated in the morning, had a good 
cfFedi, brought away much putrid pile, and gave general relief: a 
perfpiration was recovered on his (kin, his tongue looked better, his 
pulfe fwelled and lefs quick, and every thing favourable. He now 
began to ufe faline draughts, with tartar emetic, which fickened his 
ftomach, brought up fome frelh bile, and a quantity of glutinous 
fluff that would not diffolve in water. As the putrid oppreffive 
complaints abated, he became fenfible of pain and tendernefs in the 
region of his liver, and pain of his right fhoulder. His laxative 
was again repeated, and evacuations lefs putrid were produced by it, 
after which he ufed faline mixture often as a refrefhing drink ; and 
as all fymptoms of irritability were much diminifhed, and little 
more than a feverifh iiifpofition remaining, he was diredled to take 
fome alcalizate mercury and tartar of vitriol^ equal quantities^ morn- 
I ing 
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iflg and evening, to remove liver, and other vifceral obftruSions. 
By thefe means, proper diet, antiphlogiftic drinks, and lajtatives, he 
became quite well, to all appearance. Notwithftanding, to fecure a 
permanent recovery, I thought proper to apprize his Lordfhip, that 
as all diforders, of the kind he had laboured under, originated in the 
liver, a courfe of alteratives, deobftruent and aperient medicines 
would be highly neceffary ; and every other precaution in diet and 
exercife to prevent a relapfe which might happen from indigeftions 
and difeafed fecretions. I was at fome pains to explain thefe matters 
to his Lordfhip, but from a confidence in his conftitution and 
former healthinefs, he could not be perfuaded they were in any re* 
fpedl neceffary, particularly as he had not a feeling of difeafe about 
him, and his fpirits in their ufual ftyle. He therefore went out 
again and followed his amufements and occupations as before. In a 
fortnight'^ time, however, he became feofibie how imprudent he had 
been in not Uflcnidg to the advice he had</eceived. His appetite be^ 
gan to fail him, his fleep grew difturbed, he grew Ijeavy jiqd fe- 
verifh, and the whole fcene of illnefs was renewed without having 
firength fufEcient to.fupport ^ fecond attack. On the commence- 
ment of his illnefs he took fome tartar emetic, and a purge ; by both 
he had great difcharge of bile. They gave but litde relief, as he 
had confiderable congeftion and irritation in his liver, whieh occa- 
fioned copious fecretions of bile, and kept up his fever in fpite of 
evacuations, relaxing and diluting medicines, apd a perfed pbedi- 
ence on his part to every means that was neceffary. 

As his diforder gained ground, and the heat of the weather in- 
creafed, he was moved, with his own confent, to the Company's 
Garden- houfe, near to the fea. In the courfe of three or four ^^ys 
after his removal, he was better in fome refpeds, though not ge- 
nerally, but fome violent exertions,, and expofmg himfelf to cold 
and fatigue, threw him back again, and brought on fevere fhiyejr 
ing. After which he gradually declined until he died of a flow 
vifceral fever, partial fuppuraiions in the fubftance of his liver, and 
putrid bile. 

Gilbert P.asley, Surgeon. 

' Sworn to this 1 7th day of November, 

1 777, before us, - 

Charles Smith, ? t a- 
P. Perring, 5 J^^^'^^- 

(A true Copy.) 

\Vm. Secgley, Clerk of Peace, 
Bb a 
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Wednesdait, the 1 9th of Novemben 
At a C O U R T of S E S S I O N. 

JUSTICESPRESENT,. 

John Whitehill, Efq; Chairman* 
Charles Smith, and Peter P£rrinG| Efqrsf 

COURT opened: — SherifF returns his precepts. Mr. CharFes 
Bromley, Solicitor, ^tlivers in the following Petition of Bri*- 
^dier General James Stuart. 

To the Honourable John Whitehill^ Efq.; ^»c. bis Majefty Juftices of 
Oyer and Terminer^ and General Gaol Delivery^ for the Town of 
Madrafpatnam and its DiJlriSis. 

The HUMBLE PETITION of Brigadier General J^^m^ 
Stuart, 

Sheivethr 

•* THAT it is now almofl: efght weeks fihce your Petitioner has 
been in detention of the SherifF, or admitted to bail, in confequence 
of a mod ferious charge, which, from the hour of its being known 
to your Petitioner, he was^ and now is, ready to prove to be devoid 
of foundation, according to any rules of law, juftice, equity, oti 
evidence. 

** Therefpcft your Petitioner bears to the very name of trial by the 
laws^of England (a name aflumed by the fuppofed Court of Inqucft), 
added to your Peiioncr's dtfiie to fatisfy all mankind of his inno- 
cence, made your I etitioner, at the beginning, feel the inconveni- 
ence of his detention the lefs, becaufe he imagined, accooding to the 
ufual mode of proceedings, the bufinefs would be loon goiie through;, 
but the repeated^ unexpe^ed delays that have iince occurred, obliges 

jour 
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your Petitioner now, with becoming deference, to complain of thefe 
delays, as feeming to him a grievance. Therefore your Petitioner, 
in his own name, and in the name of the military concerned, takes 
occafion to requeft moft earneftly, that ni further delays may inter- 
vene; and that if the fuppofed Inqueft is legal, that your Worfliips 
will now proceed in courfe of law> or if not legale that your Peti- 
tioner may have fpeedy deliverance and redrefs. 

" Your Petitioner begs leave alfo to inform you, that if this bufinefs 
is to come to an hearing, in (o far as it may concern your Petitioner, 
for the part he in duty took in obeyiilg the orders of his fuperiors 
both civil and military, or for the part which any military man^ in 
like manner, took in confequence of your Petitioner's orders, your 
Petitioner propofes in perfon to make his own, and their defencCy 
upon grounds diftindl: from that of the Government at the time, 
which originally gave the orders to your Petitioner, or to the military 
who afted under hiiji. 

" Your Petitioner humbly requeffs, that this His Petition- may be 
entered in the records of this honourable Court. 

" And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, fliall ever pray. 

Eort-Gcorgc. igtK (Signed) J AMES StUART.'^ 

Nov, 1777.' \ o / J 

The above Petition ordered to be recorded, and the Court adjourned^ 
to Wednefday, the a 6th of November. 

(A true Copy) 

By order of Court; 
Wm. Sedgley, Clerk of Peace* 
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Wednesday^ the 26th of November, 1777* 
At a C O U R T of S E S S I O N. 

JUSTICES PRESENT. 

John Whitehill, Efq; CSiairman. 
<!)harl£s Smith, Samuel Johnson, Peter Perring, £(qrs» 

COURT opened:— SheriflF returns his precepts,- -T he follow* 
Grand Jury are fworn in upon both commi£Sons» 

James Daniel^ Efqi Foreman. 

Mr. James Henry Cafamajcr. . Mr. Tiomas Qfopen 

Mr. Edward Saunders. Mr. Richard Guy. 

Mr. Edward Trawd. Mr. Theodore Cor Belt. 

Mr. Thomas Barnard. Mr. Jofeph Baker. 

Mr. Charles Edivard Jones. Mr. George Moubray^ 

Mr. Robert Gardiner. Mr. John Mitford. 

Mr. William Aug. Dobbyn. Mr. James Strange. 

Mr. William Duff. Mr. Edward Miller. 

The Chairman then delivers the following paper to the Clerk of 
the Peace, to be read publicly. 

*' AT the firft meeting in the term' of this Seflion, the Court ob- 
ferved that an Inquifition and fundry Informations had come before 
them, relative to the death or murder of the Right Honourable Lord 
Pigot, and that the fubjedl appeared to them of fo extraordinary a 
nature, that they had refolved to apply to the Judges of the High 
Court of Judicature for their opinion and advice. 

** The Prefident and Council, in confequence of this refolution, took 
the neceHary fteps for obtaining the opinion of the Honourable the 
Supreme Court, on feveral points of law which occurred on the 
fubje£t of the before-mentioned Inquifition ; the anfwer of the 

Judges» 
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^dgeg to the queries put to them are very full and fatisfafkory, and 
riiis Court having taken the fame into confideration, and maturely 
deliberated on the proceedings of the Inquifition, with the exceptions 
made to them by the parties accufed, are of opinion, That the faid 
proceedings' are irregular, and contrary to law, and have accordingly 
refolved, that the whole be quafhed and laid afide. 

•* And in juftice to theperfons accufed in the faid Inquifition, the 
Court have thought it proper and neceflary, that an attefted copy of 
the letter from the Honourable the Judges of the Supreme Court, 
containing their opinion on the feveral points referred to them, be 
entered on their minutes^" 

The Court agreeing in opinion that thefe perfons fhould be im- 
mediately releafed from their recognizances: refolved, That they be 
aow difcharged by proclamation* 

The Qerkof the Peace then calls over the names of the following^ 
Gentlemen, who, by the verdi£t of the Inqueft, were charged with 
the murder of the late Lord Pigot, viz. Meffrs. George Stratton, 
Henry Brooke, Charles FJoyer, Archdale Palmer, Francis Jourdan, 
George Mackay, James Stuart, Jamea Eidingtoun, Arthur Lyfaght, 
and Matthew Home j, when Mr. Charles Bromley, folicitor for thefe 
Gentlemen, appears and informs the Court the above Gentlemen are 
in an adjoining houfe, and fubmits it to the Court, whether their 
perfonal appearance be abfolutely r^uifite, which the Court does 
not deem neceflary, and they are difcharged by proclamation ; the 
Court at the fame time order the Clerk to quafh the Inqueft, which' 
is done in the prefence of the Grand Jury; and the Chairman then^ 
orders the Clerk of the Peace to read the following queftions, which, 
were fent to Bengal with the anfwers received from the Bench o£ 
Judges. 

^efiion Firjl. Whether the Judges ought to allow exception^ 
being made to the Coroner, as being appointed by the Prefident and^ 
Council, and if fuch exception be admitted, who has properly the 
power of appointing that officer ? 

Second. Whether the Jufticea ought to allow exception againft 
Mr. Ram, the Coroner on the prefent Inqueft, on account of another 
Coroner having been appointed by Mr. Stratton, and the reft of the 
Gentlemen of the late adminiftration j or, for his having at any 

time 
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time declined to officiate, fuppofing this latter circumftancc, which 
is at prefent doubtful, fliould be found true ? 

Third. Whether the Juftices ought to quafli the Tnqueft on ac- 
count of any of thofe exceptions, or on account of iregularitles in 
the proceedings, fliould any fuch appear ? 

Fourth. Whether all thofe perfons, accufed by name, (hould be 
indidled for murder, or for manflaughter; or whether fomconly fliould 
be indited as principals, and the others as acceflaries before the 
fad, and in this lafl: cafe who fliould be confidered as principalsi 
and who as acceflaries ? 

Fifth. Whether, in criminal matters, the informations of per- 
fons beyond the feas can be read in evidence to the Petit Jury ? 

Sixth. Whether the Jurors that fat on the Inquefl: can be 6xa^ 
mined as evidence before the Court, and before the Grand Jury, or 
either? 

Seventh. Whether the Jury on the Inquefl: ought to be unani- 
mous in their verdift j and whether they may decide by any, and 
what, majority ? 

Eighth. Whether the proceedings of the Inquefl, in cafe it fliould 
be quaflied, can be demanded by the Grand Jury ? 

Ninth. Whether, if the Inquefl and proceeedings thereon flbould 
be deemed legal, the examinations of fuch perfons as gave evidence 
before the Coroner, and who may forfeit their recognizance by going 
to England, may be read as evidence to the Petit Jury on the trial ? * 

Tenth. Whether any, and what, challenge, lies on the part of 
*he Crown, or prifoner, againfl a Grand Jury-man ? 

Anpwer to the above ^eries. 

Firjl, and Second. To the firft and fecond queries one anfwer will 
fuffice. U does not appear to us that there is any fuch oflScer as a 
legal Coroner at Madras. If the Prefident and Council have a 
light to appoint an officer, who can lawfully cxercife the feveral 
powers belonging to a Coroner in England, they muft derive it from 
fome afit of parliament, or from fome charter j but no aft or charter 

4 which 



( 193 ) 

which we ha^e fcen confers any fuch right. It may be proper and 
convenient, in a fettlement where there is no legal Coroner, that 
fome of the principal inhabitants (hould infped the body of any one 
fuddenly deceafed, and that a perfon appointed by the chief magif- 
trate of the place, (hould aflembie a proper number of inhabitants 
for that purpofe ; but though, in fuch a cafe, their evidence at a 
future trial may poffibly be important, any inqueft that they fhall 
prefume to make on oath, will be abfolutely void, and the arraign- 
ment of a culprit thereon utterly unlawful. 

V[hird. Inquifitions taken before a Coroner may be quaihed or 
fet afide, either for formal defefts, or material irregularities ; and 
unlefs there be fome authority for the appointment of a Coroner at 
Madras, with which we are unacquainted, the Inquifition now laid 
before us, muft be rejedled as wholly null and void. 

Fourth. Whether a man charged with the death of another fliall 
be indidled for murder or for manflaughter as a principal or as an 
acceflary, it is the office of the Grand Jury to determine on the con- 
fideration of the Fadts proved before them ; we can only give an 
opinion upon fuch fa£ts as are ftated in Mr. Ram's Inquifition, from 
the perufal of which we cannot colled materials fufficient for an in- 
didiment either of murder or of manflaughter. Unlawful imprifon- 
ment accompanied with fuch feverities as apparently endanger the 
life of the prifoner may, if death enfiies thereupon, amount to cri- 
minal homicide ; but where the mode of reftraint was not rigorous, 
nor the place unwholefome, he who has unlawfully abridged the li- 
berty of another will not be anfwerable for his death, merely becaufe 
the difeafe of which he died proceeded from anxiety and depreflioa 
of fpirits, the natural confcquences of injurious confinement. 

Fifth. In criminal matters the informations of perfons beyond 
the feas cannot be read as evidence to the petty jury,, unlefs perhaps 
in certain cafes attended with particular circumftances,, which are not 
ftaied or fuppofed in the prefent inftance.. 

Sixth. The Gentlemen who attended Mr. Ram under the denomi- 
nation of Jurors, may give evidence both to the Grand and Petty 
iury of what they themfelves faw or know, but not of what was r,e-* 
Ltcd to them either with or without oath by others. 

C c Seventh., 
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Seventh. Td the validity of a Caronef^s Itibufeft it is ncccffary that 
the major part of the Jurors agree ia the vcrdid, and that 
fuch majority confift of at leaft twelve ; fo that if no more than 
twelve are fworn in, the Jury muft be unanimous. 

Eighth. The Inqueft being fet afide, as we have fuppofed it muft 
be, we do not apprehend that the Grand Jury can have a right to 
demand from Mr. Ram, or the gentlemen who attended him^ any 
of their papers or proceedings. 

Ninth. We are of opinion that the examinations mentioned in the 
• ninth queftion, cannot be read as evidence to the petty Jury at the 
triaU both becaufe Mr. Ram appears to us to be no Coroner, and bc- 
caufe the depofitions of abfent perfons cannot be read in evidence in 
a criminal ^fuit, unlefs for fpecial reafons, which do not appear to 
exift in the prefent cafe* 

Tenth. We apprehend that a Grand Jury-man, though not liable 
to be peremptorily and arbitrarily challenged, may however be chal- 
lenged for certain caufes^ by a prKbner under profecution ; we do 
not think it neceflary to enter into a particular examination of each 
of thofe.caufes^ but will here tranfcribe a fhort paflage from Haw- 
kins's Pleas of the Crown, which with the references that will be 
found in the margin of the book under that pafTage, may ferve to di- 
rtdy in his inveftigation of this fubjed, the Barrifter by whom the 
Prefident and Council of Fort St. George are at prefent aflifled. It 
feems (fays Hawkins) ** That any one who is under a profecutioa 
" for any crime whatfoever, may by the common law, before he is 
" indided, challengeanyof the perfons returned on the Grand Jury, 
** as being outlawed^ for felony, &c. or 'uillainsf or returned at the 
•* inftance of a {irofecutor, or not returned by the proper officer, &c." 
a Hawk. 215. 

We herewith return (as defired) the feveral official papers that 
accompanied your letter of the 24th inftant, and requeft that you 
will be pleafed to communicate with all convenient fpeed, to the Pre- 
fident and Council of Fort St, George, our anfwers to their feveral 
qucftions. 

The 
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The bufinefs of the term, and the indifpofition of two of the 
Judges, have been the occafipn of yoiir not receiving this fooner. 

. We have the ho&our, &c. 

(Signed) E. Impey, 

Robert Chambers. 

P<>«-^iniain, S. C. Le MaI3TRP^ 

sift Oaoben. 777. John HyDE. 

(A true Copy.) 
By order of Court. 

Wm. Sedgley, Clerk of.Peace* 
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To the Honourable John Whitehixl, Efq\ do. Jujlices of Oyer and 
7'erminerj and General Goal Delivery ^ for the Town of Madraf* 
patnam and its DiJlriSls^ 

The HUMBLE P E T I TI O N 0/ George Stratton, Henry 
Brooke, Efqrs\ Brigadier-General ]zmt^ Stuart, Charles Floyer, 
Archdale Palmer, Francis Jourdain, George Maclcay, Efqrs; 
Lieutenant^Colonel Matthew Hoi'ne, Captain James Eidingtoun, 
and Captain Arthur Lyfaght. 

Humbly Sheiceth^ 

THAT your Petitioners having heard from public report, that 
an anfwer is arrived from the Bench of Judges in Bengal, to 
the queftions you were pleafed to propofe to them in regard to the 
mode of proceeding adopted by a meeting within this fettlement, 
calling themfelves a Court of Inqueft held upon the fummons of 
George Andrew Ram, afluming the name and oflSceof Coroner, and 
exercifing the powers annexed to that office as if legally appointed 
and conftituted ; We therefore beg leave on this occafion to call your 
attention to the addrefs we prefented to you in the earlieft ftage of 
this bulinefs, which though it ftated our doubts of the legality of 
the proceedings held under the faid George Andrew Ram, neverthe- 
lefs was expreffive of our wiflies, that fome mode could be found in 
law, to proceed to the fuUeft inveftigation of the horrid crime we 
have been accufed of by this fuppofed Inqueft; we have avoided ex- 
cepting to the proceedings thereon, on account of the illegality of 
the faid George Andrew Ram's appointment, left it fhould be al- 
leged by our malevolent and malicious accufers^ that we allowed its 
legality, when others only were concerned, and never denied it, un- 
til we ourfelves fell under the fame predicament. But as at prefent 
this pretended Inqueft has been quaftied for unfairnefs and illegality 
in the proceedings, We pray you in your wifdom. to think of fome 
mode or form of law, to proceed in the examination of evidence, fo 
that we may have the means of proving our innocence upon the 
cleareft and moft liberal footing; for we declare in great fmcerity and 
truth, that it is not on the narrow grounds of want of form in law, 
fuch as exceptions to the exercife of the office of Coroner as not le- 
gally nominated, that we would defire to quafti any profecution, in 
3 confe- 
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tonfequence of an imputation or charge of wilful murder however 
unjuft ; We fay^ therefore, that in juftice to our own feelings on this 
important occafion, we think it proper to obferve to you, that we 
are ready and willing to fubmit to any mode of trial, that the infor- 
mations taken before you can fupport, or that the laws of our coun- 
try can warrant. 

We therefore pray, that this our petition may be taken into 
confideration, and that fuch relief may be granted to 
us as to the Court may feem meet and proper. 

(Signed) Charles Bromley. 
By order of Court. 
(A true Copy.) 

Wm. Sedgley, Qerk of Peace* 



T^own of Madraspatnam. Jf. 

Dated^ Zth December^ ^777 • 

THESE Copies examined and compared with the minutes of 
the Court of Oyer and Terminer, and General Gaol Delivery 
for the Town of Madrafpatnam and its diftri£ts, and attefted to be 
a triie Exemplification from the Records thereof. 

-Fy order of Court. 

Wm. Sedgley, Clerk of Peace. 
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7o the Homurahk John Whitibilly Efq\ Govcnor^ Prejident^ ^c. fjf 

the CdunciL 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

BEing credibly informed that part of the proceedings of tbe late lU 
legal meetings held under George Andrew Ram were fent to Eng- 
land by the Hedor in July laft, even before the fuppofed final verdid 
was pronounced, and likewife that the whole of thefe proceedings 
(falfely repr^fented to be unanimous) were given by George Andrew 
Ram to Mr. Monckton, and by him forwarded to England by the 
Swallow floop of war in September ; on both which occafions an un- 
fair advantage was taken, in order to raife unjuft alarms and reports 
to our difadvantage, and to prejudice the public againft us, becaufe 
at that time we neither had notice of the accufation, nor had we 
means to exculpate ourfelves, or to (hew the partiality and illegality 
of thefe fuppofed proceedings and verdidl ; we therefore entreat your 
Honour|.&c. in juftice to us, as well as for the full and authentic 
information of the Honourable Company, that you will pleafe to 
forward to the Court of Diredors, by the packet over- land, which 
we underfland is to be difpatched to England in the courfe of next 
months the whole of the proceedings taken in this fuppofed inqueft 
by the faid George Andrew Ram, together with copies of the war- 
rant of commitment, the opinion of the Judges in Bengal, the minutes 
and proceedings of the Bench of Juftices, with the informations 
taken before them relative to this bufinefs, and the proclamation of 
our being liberated ; in fliort, with whatever is conneded with the 
late moft illegal and unwarrantable condud: towards us. 

Left there fhould be any difficulty in obtaining authentic copies of 
thefe illegal proceedings (now qnaflied), we have ordered our Solicitor 
to furnifh you, if you defire it, with copies, which we beg may go a 
number in your packet. 

We have the honour to be, ' 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

Your's, &c. 

Fort Sr. George. GeO. StRATTON, 

28ih No¥. 1777, -- -^ ' 

'^ Henry Brooke^ 

James Stuart, 
Cha». Floyer, 
Archdale Palmer, 
Geo, Mackay, 
Matthew Horne, 
James Eidingtoun, 
Arthur Lysaght* 
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[/« the foregoing Colie&ien of /Authentic PaperSy the pro- 
ceedings fuhfequent to the death of Lord Pigot {under the 
form of a Coroner s Inquefl) have been faithfully exhibited^ 
with every proof or information that was produced on that 
occafion. 

> The conduSi of the yufices at Madras, in confequence 
of thefe proceedings^ has in like manner bien faithfully 
flated from their records ^ down to the time when thefe 
Juflices^ in conformity with the unanimous opinion of the 
Judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature in Bengal, 
declared^ " That the faid proceedings were irregular and 
" contrary to law, and accordingly refolved, that the 
" whole be quafhed and laid aiide/' 

Previous to this decifion of the Juftices^ Mr, Stratton and 
the other Gentlemen accufedy had prepared the following de- 
fences that were to be given into Courts bad they been put 
upon their trialy which they had earnejlly requefled might take 
place y that they might have an opportunity of publicly re-- 
futing the charge^ upon thefpot where the tranfaSiions bad 
happened ^ and where they could appeal tofo many witnejfesof 
their conduSi, 

As it is fo generally known^ that the Inquefl ajfembled 
by Mr. Ram, after examining many witneJfeSi and after 
meetings and deliberations during fever al months ^ had brought 
in a verdiSi of wilful murder againfl Mr. Stratton, and 
the other Gentlemen accufed by them\ and as the papers 
and proceedings publijhed in the preceding colleSlion (in 
which there has been no mixture of obfervations or argu- 
ments in favour either of the one party or the other) tend 

chiefly 
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chiefly to flmv the accufatiom that were brought agamft 
the perfons to whom that crime was imputed, without giving 
any precife or complete view of the anfwers to thefe accuja- 
tionSy or of the defences that were to have been made, if the 
trial bad proceeded, it isprefumed, that the Public, defirous 
of full information, and difpofed to judge with impartiali" 
ty concerning the conduB ofthofe to whomfo heinous a crime 
has been imputed, will be well fatisfied to find, in this coU 
k&ion, the genuine defences of the perfons accufed, as 
well as all the informations^ proofs, and endeavours, which 
were employed for the purpofe of criminating them,"] 
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George Stration^ Efqj Governor, 

Henry Brooke l 
Charles Floyer 

and 
George Mackajfj 

Acctifcd of the wilful Murder of the late Lord P/^'^f. 

Gentkmen of the Jury^ 

TO appear as culprits at the bar of that Court where many of 
us have often fat as Judgest added to the anxiety which 
a public fcrutinv iato our condud naturally occafions^ 
and to the appreheiiuons which a trial for our lives nece£- 
farily gives rife tO| would be fully fufiicient to throw fuch a damp 
on our minds as may render us incapable of laying our a&ions 
before the world in that clear and fatisfadory manner which we 
think requifite to obviate the opprobrium» with which the par- 
tifans of the late Lord Pigot wtfh to cover us. Thefe circumftanceSf 
we fay, would be fufficient to deprive us of the power of refuting the 
bafe and difingcnuous charge againft us> were we not firm in our 
own innocence, convinced in ourfelves of the propriety of our coa- 
du<3:, and confident in the impartiality, caihdour, and juflice of the 
Court and Jury. — A fimplc narrative of fads, known toalmoft every 
perfon here, with a few fair and honed arguments, are all we fiball 
offer in our defence ; but few and fimple as they are, upon them we 
reft our lives and reputations. 

Dd The 
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The crime imputed to us is nothing lefs than the premeditated 
murder of the late Noble Lord : We are charged with having felo- 
nioufly arrefled, and confined him, and by this confinement to have 
occafioned his death; but, confcious that our hearts have been ever 
free from guilt, we have defired nothing more than a trial of the 
accufation by our country, and we are here ready to ftand or fall by 
their decifion. We do not wifh to give unneceflary delays, nor to 
enter into any point in the leaft foreign to the fubjedl of this awful 
day's enquiry ; but though the queftion to be here determined i8> 
Whether we have wilfully and malicioufly murdered Lord Pigot, 
or whether we have not ? yet we wi(h to be indulged in an entire 
liberty, here publicly to vindicate our conduft at large, and to fet 
the neceflity and legality of our meafures in the jufteft and faireft 
light; for we think it requifite not only to remove the idea of mur- 
der, or perfonal ill-will to the late Noble Lord, but alfo to obviate 
that of an unneceflary arreft and confinement. 

The Council, from the great confidence they had in the fidelity, 
as well as military abilities of Brigadier General, then Colonel Stuart 
apponted him to the important command of Tanjore. In coofe* 
quence of the appointment, the then Commander in Chief laid be- 
fore the Board a draft of inftrudlions to be delivered to him previous 
to his departure, and Mr. Floyer moved, That bis Lordfliip (hould 
put the queftion to take it into confideration. 

Lord Pigot had often declared. That he would never confent to 
his proceeding to Tanjore, unlefsMr. Ruflel was alfo permitted to go 
there as Refident ; and although the queftion had been put, that this 
Gentleman fliouldgoin that capacity, and carried in the negative (as he 
had been ordered by the Company themfefves on the circuit), yet he 
abfolutely refufcd to put the queftion, To take the inftrudiions into 
confideration.— His Lordfhip being a man of a very warm temper^ 
Mr. Stratton moved to adjourn to the next day, hoping he would 
reflefl; on his condud, and be before then fully fenfible of the im- 
propriety of it; but the next day produced no change in the arbi- 
trary manner of his^ proceeding; for he again abfolutely refufed to 
put the queftion,L or order it to be put by the Secretary. 

There was now no mode left for Mr. Floyer, who had moved iu 
but to colleft the fentiments of the feveral Members of the Board 
for their coming to a decifion upon it. ' This he did, and the majo- 
lity of the Council approving of the inftrudions, they were entered. 

accordingly^^ 
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accordingly, the Majority having previoufly entered a minute c 
preflive of their approbation, which was figned by them at the Pi 
fident's deli re. 

The obftinacy of the Prefident, in not conforming to the regul 
tions of the Company, after the many entreaties that were made hi: 
and an evident define to concenter in himfelf all the powers of g 
vernment, induced Mr. Stratton to defire the ftanding orders of t 
Company of the 3d January 1678 to be read; thefe declare tl 
•* Whatever Jhall be agreed on by the Majority Jhall be ejleemed i 
•* order by nvhich each are to a^, and accordingly every individt 
*' per/on^ even the dijfenters themfetves, are to perform their parts 
** the prof ecution thereof and info doing they do their duty'^ I 
alfo defired that thofe of the 9th March 1702 might be read, wh< 
it is faid, '* We dofriSfly enjoin that all our affairs be tranfaSfed 
** Council, and ordered and managed as the Majority of the Coun 
** Jhall determine^ and not otherivife upon any pretence nx)hatfoeve\ 
He alfo begged leave to have it recorded, that by the late Aft of Ps 
liament the Governor General himfelf is obliged, though the fi 
fervant of the Company in India, to conform to the opinions, and 
adopt the refolutions of the Majority of the Council. 

Mr. Stratton having thus given Lord Pigot every information tl 
was neceflary to remove any error in his judgment, Mr. Mack 
propofed, and the Majority were of opinion, that the inftrudlic 
fliould be written fair, and that a letter (hould be prepared to ore 
Colonel Harper to deliver up the command of Tanjore to Gene 
Stuart : but his Lordfhip, ftill deaf to remonftrance, declared he woi 
never put his name to them, and that without his name they w< 
not an aft of government. 

This ftrange and pernicious doftrine laid fuch of us here, as Wi 
then of the Council, under the neceffity of expreffing our aftoni{hm< 
at fuch extraordinary declarations We were under the neceffity 
deny that the concurrence of the Prefident is requifite to conftitute 
aft of government, and to declare his Lordfliipsconduft unconftitutio 
and illegal; we were forced by duty to our Honourable Employ 
on fuch an occafion to aflert, that the Minority are obliged to ai 
in carrying into execution the orders of the Majority, by fubfcribi 
to their refolutions j and that the^ Prefident is as much bound by th 
orders, as any other Member of the Board, 
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Y« if ft he (hould imagine that wc meant to impof*e lawa of our 
own inftitution upon him, we referred, in fupport of our affertion, 
to the narrative of Mr. Vanfittart ; where it is faid (and it certainly 
was not written to anfwer our purpofes), ** that the refolutions of 
" the majority are to be deemed the refolutions of the Board^ and to 
•• be ftgned by the whole BoardJ^^ Where it is obfervcd, that 
that Gentleman himfelf, in conformity witii the general and eik- 
blifhed rule, figned inftrudions which he difapprovedj becaufe they 
met with the approbation of the majority of Council. We thought 
it alfo necefiary to declare, we were of opinion, that in cafe of the 
Frefident's refufal to put a queftion propofed by any Member, it 
fhould be the duty of the Secretary to put it ; that of every Mem- 
ber of the Council to anfwer it ; and that a refufal to anfwer ihould 
be deemed a breach of the Company's ftanding orders. 

In this mantier did we endeavour to make his Lordfhip fenAble of 
the irregularity of his conduct, aod the defpotifm of his meafures % 
but he ftill perfevered, and again peremptorily refufed to fign either 
the ioftrudions or the letter to Colonel Harper* 

In confequence of this unprecedented obftinacy, we as the majo* 
rity were of opinion, that they fliould be figned by the Secretary hj 
order of Council ; taking this mode out of delicacy to his Lordfliip, 
and in purfuance of the moderation w« had always obferved ; for 
we could have obliged both him and the other Members to have 
figned the letter, or have fufpended them the fervice on a refufal. 

An order was accordingly written to that purpofe to Mr. Secretary- 
Sullivan J and being approved of by the majority, was figned by 
Mr. Stratton and Mr. Brooke; and would have been alfo figned by 
the reft of the majority, had not Lord Pigot fnatched it out of 
Mn Brooke's hand, as he was reading it to Mr. Floyer. 

Becoming thus mailer of the order, he produced a paper (ready 
written and prepared, to anfwer a hafty and undigeiled, although 
premeditated purpofe), charging Mr. Stratton and Mr. Brooke with 
'* being guilty of an aii fubverfve of the authority of government^ and 
" tending to introduce anarchy^ in Jigning orders to the Secretary to 
** give inJiruSiions to Colpnel Stuart, nvbicb were not approved and 
** P^ff^^ by tbe Preftdent and Council^ And at the fame time he re- 
commended, that *• as tbe charge was of the higbeft nature^ tbofe 
•* Gentlemen Jhould be ordered to witbdrawj that their conduil may 
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Be faken into conftderation'^ Surprifed at this motion, Mn Jour* 
i in moved to adjourn till the next day, and was feconded by Mr* 
Mackay ; but inftead of putting the queftion of adjournment, ac- 
cording ^o the conftant pradice, he put that for the fufpenfion ; and 
diredmg the Secretary not to receive the votes of thefe two Gentle* 
men he arrogated to himfelf a privilege of judging in a caufe 
where he himfelf was the accufer, contrary to the principles of the 
conftitution ; and thus by afluming a right to himfelf which he de- 
nied to them, he reduced the majority to an equality with his parly, 
and carried the fufpenfion by his calling voice, or double vote. 

In this violent and extraordinary manner he deprived thefe Gen* 
tkmen of their rights, not only as Councillors, but as free- bom 
Britilh fubjeds \ who, by the laws of England, arc to be judged by 
uninterefled and impartial men; and affumed to himfelf and his 
affociates tbofe reins of government which the (landing orders of 
the Honourable Cbmpany, as well as the late ad of parliament, had 
placed in the hands of the majority, and confequently in ours. 

Yet not content with this, when with the late Sir Robert Fletcher, 
then Commander in Chief, and a Member of the Board, we afferted' 
our rights, and publicly protefted againft him and his minority; 
when we declared that we fhould hold them refponfible for all the 
confequences that might enfue, and that we confidered ourfelves as 
the only legal reprefentatives of the Company ; when, we fay,> we 
Had done this, and diftributed copies of our protell:, thus aflferting^ 
our rights and the ftanding orders of our honourable employers ; he 
had the temerity, with the concusrrence of his aflbciates, to fufpend 
Meflrs. Floyer, Palmer, Jourdan, and Mackay j nay, he puflied hi$ 
violence to fuch a degree of outrage, as to order Sir Robert Fletcher 
into immediate arrefl, and to be brought to a general court-martial^ 
under the pretence of circulating letters tending to excite mutiny 
and fedition among the troops in garrifon; although thefe letters- 
were nothing more than the proteft figned by him in his civil capa- 
city of Councillor, and as forming, in conjunction with us, a. real: 
and conftitutional majority of the Council.' 

Juftly alarmed for the life of the Commander in Chief, thus^ 
ftruck at by an ufurped authority, as well as for ourfelves, who 
might have been with equal reafon treated in the fame manner; for 
the peace of the Carnatic^ and the commercial interefts of the Com- 
pany j for the impartial diftribution of juftice, and the public fafety ; 

we 
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wc f^w the neccffity of a vigorous and timely exertion of that au- 
thority, which fince the eftahlifhment of the fettlement has been 
vefted in the majority of the Board. 

We accordingly held a Council, and upon the moft mature deli- 
"beraiion agreed, that the fortrefs and garrifon of Fort St. George 
ought to be in our hands, and under our command, as the legal 
Teprefentatives of the Eaft-India Company ; for otherwife we muft 
have remained filent fpedators of the free and uncontrouled exercife 
Df an ufurped power, deprived of the means of enforcing our or- 
ders, or of fulfilling, in the flighteft degree, our duty to the Com- 
pany, unlefs, by e;xciting the troops to mutiny, we embrued our 
iiands in the blood of our fellow-citizens, and arrived, by a means fo 
Shocking to humanity, at a re-pofleffion of our rights and privi- 
leges. 

. For this purpofe we empowered General Stuart, on whom, during 
the indifpofition of Sir Robert Fletcher, we conferred the command 
of the army (as well as of the garrifon of Fort St. George during 
the then prefent danger), to take fuch meafures as he fhould judge 
moft proper to anfwer the end we propofed ; which was, that public 
tranquillity might be reftored, and the bufinefs of the Honourable 
Company carried on in the ufual manner. Uncertain, befides, to 
what further excefs the violence of Lord Pigot (who feemed to ac- 
tnowledge no law but his will) might proceed, we alfo thought pro- 
per to order Genei-al Stuart to arreft his perfon, if he thought it ne- 
ceffary, to avoid tumult and the effufion of blood. 

General Stuart, having received full information of the grounds 
on which we had feparated ourfelves from Lord Pigot and his aflb- 
ciates, knew his duty too well to delay obedience to our orders, and 
therefore immediately formed the plan of putting this fortrefs into 
our pofleflion, with as little danger and confufion as poffible. But 
to effed this, he looked upon the arreft of Lord Pigot as an objedl 
of the greateft importance, and accordingly took proper meafures to 
arreft him, even in the fort, had it been requifite ; but we fliall ever 
think it a fortunate circumftance, that he was not driven to that 
perhaps bloody extremity. 

We muft beg leave to obferve, that the general order of Lord 
Pigot and the Gentlemen of the minority to put Sir Robert Fletcher 
ijnder arreft, and to order him to be tried by a general court-mar- 
tial. 
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tia!, having appointed General Stuart to the command of the troops 
under this Presidency; the. General wrote, in confequence of the 
appointment, to Lord Pigot, declaring that he wasTcry imperfeftly 
informed of the fteps which led to the honour conferred on him ; 
and that not thinking himfelf entitled to a feat in Council, a^ mat- 
ters 'were then circumftanced, he hoped his Lordfliip would allow 
him to perufe the confultations, or other papers p'afled in Council, 
on occafion of thofe unhappy differences, as he wiflied to adt from 
information, fo as to do his duty to his honourable employers, with 
honour to himfelf, and a juft obfervance to his oath of fidelity to 
the Company. He allb faid, that he trufted that his Lordftiip would 
not refufe him a favour that the pradtice of the Service had con- 
ferred on perfons honoured with the chief command. But Lord 
Pigot was too confcious that a perufal of the^confultations would 
convince him of the irregularity of his appointment, to comply 
with the requeft. 

At Council, to which he was (ummoned in the* evening, he mader 
this application^ and he again urged the propriety of affording him? 
the information he defired, but to no cfFedt. Great pains were, 
however taken, to obtain a public acknowledgment from him of the 
authority of that part of the Council which were then aflembled ;, 
2k ftriking proof, that they were themfelves confcious of the illega- 
lity of it. And when the Fort Adjutant had delivered to him, by 
order of Lord Pigot, the general orders appointing him to the com- 
mand of the army, his Lordfhip defired to meet him in the Fort 
Square ; where having had fome converfation with him apart, he 
told him, that he confidered his having received the general orders 
without objedion, a&an acknowledgment of the authority by which^ 
they were publifhed ; a circumftance which furely difcovers, that his. 
Lordfhip's private fentiojents were, that the leg^l government was- 
lodged in other bands than his. 

The General, however,' not thinking it at that time proper to de- 
clare his opinion, contented himfelf with obferving, tiiat he owed> 
to the Court of Diredors his appointment of fecond in command,, 
and with entreating his Lordfhip to give him the information he de- 
fired, before he fhould be called upon for any executive adt as Com- 
mander in Chief. But his Lordfhip, confcious, as we have faid, 
that a perufal of the records would fet his condudlin too unfavour-* 
able a light to meet with the approbation or fupport of the army,, 
either confltantly. eluded the requeft, or^ allowing it to be reafonal>le„ 
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ob}ed^ed to its propriety, as bavtng the appetratice of a bargain 
before he would confent to do hia diKy. 

Thus, although the General could never bring Lord Pigot to hU 
point, yet his I^rd(hip never loft fight of his own ; and at the laft 
Council that he and the minority held at the Fort Houfe, ufed every 
effort to obtain an avowed a^knofwledgment of their authority from 
him by fome public ad, and particularly by his dire£ting» as Com** 
mander in Chief, the Adjutant General to poblifh in general orders 
to the army the refolution of their Council, whereby Sir Robert 
Fletcher was put in arreft, and himfelf appointed to the command. 

But perceiving the tendency of this appltcadoa, and that if he 
zSted in one inflance cmly, it wcmld be a tacit acknowledgment oi 
an authority in them which he was firmly perfuaded waa placed ia 
the hands of the majority ; that aGting even in that one inftaooe 
would oblige him to continue to aCt under their orders, for the fake 
of uniformity in his oondu^ and force him to fet the military 
^power in oppofitton to the legal civil government i that he would be 
obliged to pay an implicit obedience to an ufurped authority* Or be 
treated like Sir Robert Fletcher, and fttbje<3:ed like him; &ould he 
remonftrate even in his civil capacity^ to an arreil and trial by a 
general court-martial ; perceiving fuch ooQ&quences to a compliance 
with their demand, the General exprefltd the hard(hip of obltging 
him to take this, or any other ftep, without communicatiog to him 
the ground and reafon of their proceedings, and added, he ooofi^ 
dered it as a right due to the officer conunanding the forces^ who 
from his ftation was entitled to a feat at the Board ; but at the fame 
time he judged, that they would continue to a& in the fame violent 
and defpoiic manner that they had already done, and waa fixm oon-» 
firmed in his opinion ; for he was now informed by Mr. Dalrympks 
that it was his duty to obey ; thereby giving bun to underfiand» 
that though they had called him into Council, they did not mean to 
afford him further information than may be necefiary toanfwer their 
own purpofes, or turn to their own advantage. 

General Stuart, now more than evtr oonvinced of tlm aecefEty 
of diflblving the confederacy, and of arrefting the peribn <^ Lord 
Pigot, took, as we have faid, the proper meafures fix* doing it with** 
out noife or public difturbance. For this purpofe, he ordered Colo* 
nel Etdingtoun to arreft him at fome diflanc^ from the Fort» in the 
name of the Government, and to hand him over to Capcaia Lyfagbtt 

who 



( 209 ) 

^ho was charged to deliver him with the general orders to Major 
Home at the Mount. Tbe orders were puniaually executed, aod hit 
Lordfhip arrefted without bloodihed or infult. 

Thus far, Gentlemen, we have acquainted you with thefe cir- 
cumflances that led to the arreft ; but we have ftill to relate our mo* 
(ives for continuing his Lordfhip under reftraintt as alio the nature 
of it, and the treatment he met with at the Mount. 

Captain Lyfaght, agreeable to his in(lru£lions. delivered him over 
to Major (now Colonel) Horne with the General's orders, which di- 
rected him to take his Lordfhip into his charge until he received fur* 
ther orders from lis ; but at the fame time^ defired that his family and 
fervants might be permitted to yifit and attend him ; as alfb that they^ 
might be treated with every mark of attention and refpe^t confiflent 
with the fituation in which the exigency of affairs made it then ne« 
cefTary to place him. 

His Lordfhip exprefled his fatrsfadion, that we had made choipe of 
a gentleman, whom he had long known to be a man of honour, an<l 
at whofe houfe he was confident he £hould fuffer no iodi^tty. 
Colonel Home aflured him, in the mbft obliging terms, of every 
refped aad attention in his power, and immediately gave orders for 
the Officer's guard then mounted at his quarters, as well as for all 
others at the Mount, to pay him the fame military honouriL he had 
received in the Fort ; and^fo far was he from wifhing to treat him 
with the leafl indignity, or permitting him to fuffer the fligbtefl in« 
convenience, that he gave up to his Lordfhip the befl and ooly good 
apartment in his houfe,^ The better to accommodate him, Mrs* 
Home and he contented themfelves with a very fmall room much 
expofed to the fuo, and whofe exceffive clofenefs not only coatri* 
buted much to weaken her conflitution, but alfo obliged the Colonel 
himfelf,'for fix weeks together before Lord Pigot left the Mount, to 
Heep in an open veranda amongfl a number of his Lordfhip*s black 
fervants. ^ 

Every part of his Lordfhip's family were requefted to be with him 
as much as pofTible ; and Mrs. Horne particnlirly entreated Mrs. 
Monckton a»d Mifs Pigot to give his Lordfhip as much of their com- 
pany as they could. Indeed, fo very fenfible were himfdf and his 
friends of the attention and refpeft paid him, that the fecond even- 
ing after his arrival at the Mount, he appeared eafy and cheerful, 
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and walked out in the Plain, to all appearance perfedTy reconciled 
to his fitaatton ; and would have continued as happy and contented 
as it is poilible to be in fuch circumftance^» had not the imprudence- 
of his friendfii broke in upon his repofe. 

Mr. Claud RuflfeH had attempted to put the main guard under 
arms the night of his Lordfhip's arreft ; and fhortly after the Board 
received information, that underhand pra^ices were made ufe of 
to tamper with. the troops in garrifoni as well as with the corps of 
artillery at the Mount. This laid them under a neceffity of taking 
proper precautions for the public peace and tranquillity. So near 
the Fort, Lord Pigot would have had it too eafily in his power ta 
difturb that tranquillity, by means of his friends and afTociates,^ 
whofe paflions were already raifed to fuch a degree of madnefs, 
that they would have readily adopted and executed the moft' 
•violent meafures. So near the Fort, every day would have afforded" 
him opportunities of creating freih divifions in the fettlement, of 
raifiqg mutiny and fedition among the foldieryy and of giving, 
birth, perhaps, to al! the horrors of a civil war. 

We therefore judged it prudent to remove his Lordfhip to a place 
of greater fafety ; and accordingly ordered Colonel Eidingtoun ta 
conduct him to Chingleput, where we had fent Major Cook to take 
the command, and to receive his Lordfliip. This we ordered to be- 
done in the moft fecret manner poffible, to prevent public difturb- 
ances. For the fame reafon, and to induce a ready compliance on* 
the part of Lord Pigot, we diredied Colonel Horne to inform him, 
that as the !aft refource, in cafe of an attempt to refeue, his life" 
muft anfwer it. But fo little regard did he pay to this menace,, 
that he made ufe of the moft irritating expreffions towards Colonel' 
Eidingtoun, who had it then in his power to treat him rudely,, 
could he have fo far forgot what he owed to himfelf as a gentle- 
man ; and not content with this, nor with exprefling himfcif in.- 
the moft indecent and imprudent manner with refpe^ to us, he* 
publicly harangued the guard, that was then drawn out to put our- 
orders into execution, and endeavoured, by every argument that 
could work upon the mind or paiBons of a fbldier^ to ftir them up-^ 
to mutiny. 

Colonel' Eidingtoun and Colonel Home were both convinced of the 
daring and intrepid fpirit of Lord- Pigot, by his having even thus 
fiogly oppofed the execution of our orders-;, at the fame time too^ 
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they were confident, tliat notwithftanding our menaces we never 
meant that the leaft violence (hould be offered to his Lordfbip's per- 
fon, and that although feemingly pofitive, it was only intended to 
prevent the rafli attempts of himfelf and his friends. Had Colonel^ 
Horne regarded the order in any other light, he would have thought 
it his indifpenfable duty to force an immediate obedience to it on the 
part of Lord Pigot ; they therefore agreed not to proceed further 
until they had frefh* inftrudlions from the board, upon receiving his 
Lordfliip's word of honour, not to make any attempt to efcape, nor 
to employ his friends or dependants to tamper with the troops^ 
which from the violence (hewn on every occafion by his Lordfliip's 
adherents the Board had reafon to fufped. 

Some of Lord Pigot's friends declaring on this occafion, that we 
meant to remove him to Ginge^, ufed every means to excite muti- 
ny among the foldiers, yet Colonel Horne, perfuaded of the fteadi- 
nefs of his men, (hewed them a degree of lenity, that nothing but 
his own humanity could excufe y and though he would have beea 
juftifiable, had he treated them in the fevereft manner, he contented 
himfelf with informing us of the rafhnefs and inefficacy of the 
attempt. 

In confequence of his letter, we wrote to Lord Pigot, and ex- 
preflfed an extreme concern that a notion (hould have prevailed in his 
Lordftiip's mind that he was to have bieerf removed to Gingee. Wc 
aflured him, that no fuchidea ever did or could have occurred to us; 
and we Took this opportunity to make him an offer of removing to 
any fettlement on the coaft, that he (hould give a preference to, 
where there was a Chief and a Council, provided he pledged hit 
word of honour to remain in quietnefs within the bounds of fuch 
fettlement until the Company's pleafure (hould be known. We told 
him, that if he confented to this propofal, we would order the beft 
houfe in the place to be prepared for him, that every neceflary 
(hould be furnifhed at the Company's expence, and that every re- 
fpe£t and attention (hould be paid to his perfon. At the fame time 
that we made his Lordihip this offer, we informed him, that if he 
(hould prefer embarking for Europe in one of the Company's (hips^ 
we would order him every accommodation in our power. 

Convinced of the neceffity of reftraining his LordQiip from com- 
ing into the Fort, or of removing him to fuch a diftance from k as 
would leave us no apprehcnfions for the public fafetyi or the peaj^e 
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•f the CaroattCy it wa« farely a proof of our wifli to contribute tft 
his fatigfadioQ* as much as lay in our power, to give him an oppor* 
tunity of chufifig his place of re(idence. But his Lordfhip would 
hot pledge his word of honour to remain quiet until the Company V 
pleafure fiiould be known, and Teemed fo happy in the place of retire- 
ment we had already chofen for him, that he would have rather Joft 
his life (to ufe his own expreflfion) than have exchanged it, except 
for the Fort, which we could never think of giving up, or the King s 
fhip, which we were obliged to refufe him» as the Commodore Sir 
Edward Hughes would not in that cafe anfwer for the peace of the 
Carnatic. As he feemed> we found, fb well pleafed with the Mount, 
we refolved to let him remain there, in the free enjoyment of bis 
family and friends. 

We even permitted Colonel Home to indulge him in the free and 
iinlimited range of the whole country, accompanied by himielf or 
the officer of the guard ; he amufed himfelf walking in the neigh^^ 
bourhood of thelMount, or playing at cards, or at billiards; he was 
cheerful and merry at table, and frequently fung after fupper with 
Mifs Prime, a young Lady of Colonel Home's family, particularly 
a fong he taught her himfelf, and of which he gave her the words^ 

On fo confidential a footing was Colonel Home with Lord Pigot, 
that iie u&d to converfe with him on fiabjeds of the moft interefting 
and delicate nature, and bis Lordfhip feemed ^ well fatisfied with 
his behaviour, and that of his family, that he paid a very particular 
attention to every peifon that compofed it. Mr. Rofe, Mf. Smithy 
Mr. Turing, and Mr. Tafwell, with their families, often dined with 
hinu and -vrere witneifes of his conduct. Mr. Monckton and the 
Colonels family were on the moft cordial terms ; they dined and 
fupped frequently with his Lordfliip at each other^s houfes, and Mrs« 
Monckton and Mifs Pigot drank tea ahnoft confiantly with the La- 
dies of his family; moft evenings his Lord£hip received vifits from 
near twenty Ladies and Gentlemen, and the Colonel ufually invited 
every pcrfon who came to the Mount to fee Lord Pigot, to dine or 
fup with him ; he gave feveral entertainments on his LordIhip*s ac- 
count^ and alwaye avoided aflsiing any perfon that might poftibly 
have been difagreeable to him, though there were many of his own? 
particular friends in that preckcament. 

There was- fo litrie appearance of Lord Pigot*s beingp any way 
iifrcfBcafully treated, that on the contrary the Mount became the 
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v^ell as on Twelfth-night, the balls given by Meflrs. Monckton,, 
Ruflel, and Stone, were uncommonly fplendid ; the Board even 
eoincided in this refpeft with cheir wifhes> and m^dc 0)lonel Horae 
a handfome allowance to defray the extraordinary expences that his 
Lordftiip's refidence occafioned ; but thefe being confiderably leflened 
by Lord Pigot's infifting on fhortening the table, conftantly before 
provided, whether there was company or not, it became more than 
fitifficient, ,aiid the Colonel not wifhing to benefit himfelf by his 
Lordflbip's reftraint, thought it reafonable tha,t the furplus of that 
money, which had been granted for his entertainment, fliould be 
fpeot in his Lordihip's. amufement ; and accordingly^ as he w^s fond 
of amufin^ himfelf in building, he adopted a plan of his for a bathi' 
and at his inftance, upon a much mpre extenfive fcale than he had 
intended.— Lord Pigot having drawn this plan himfelf, Teemed par- 
ticularly defirous of having it bpilt ; and when it was undertaken he 
fxipquently g.ave as clofe attention to it as any of the workmen; thusj 
in an occupation of his own choice, and in putting the garden in or- 
der, an amufement that he alfo much delighted in, did he employ 
thofe moments that were not fpent in the cojnpany of hi» f^wily or 
friends. ^^ 

This, Gentlemen, was the nature and degree of the reftraint we-^ 
hid Lord Pigot under; we wilLnot attempt to expatiate on it, but . 
ieavc to your own underflandings to determine whether it was fuch. 
as evinced premeditated malice, or perfonal ill-will to his Lord fliip;. 
but it remains to £hew our reafops for continuing him under thi^ 
Feilraint. 

The ACt of Parliament for eftablilhing certain regulations for 
the better mansgenxpnt of the Company's affairs, as well here as in 
Europe, appoints a Qovernor General and Council at Calcutta, \yitlv^ 
a conirouling power over all the prgfidencies in India. 

To this controuling power we addreiTed ourfelves upon the pub-- 
lie danger, which impended over this fettlement, from the condudt 
of Lord Pigot, and the other Gentlemen of the Minority, yrho 
maintained that the executive powers of governn^ent wxre not lodg* 
ed in a Majority of the Members of the Board, unlefs the Prefident 
was of the number, and that his perfonal alfcnl was abfolultly ne* 
ptflary lo conftiiute every aft of government- 
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'We addrefled this Tetter to the Governor-general and GrancTl, 
with a particular detail of our grievances^ the day before the general 
fufpenfion of all the Menibers of the Majority, and confequently 
could not have mentioned the neceflity we were driven to by that 
meafure/to arreft the perfon of Lord Pigot, but that in a few days 
his Lordfliip did himfelf. 

The arifwer received from thai Board was clear and explicit; the 
Intemperate condud of Lord Pigot in forcibly excluding two of our 
Members from their feats, in Council, and the unexampled means 
by which he had endeavoured to ufurp the power of government, 
4ind by attempting to procure a majority in Council by violence, 
were reprobated and condemned, whilft our Governmeut was ac* 
Jknowledged, and our meafures approved. 

Could we have had a doubt of the propriety of our conduct, it 
was now removed by the pointed and unanimous approbation of 
•that very Board, vetted by the BritiOi legiflature with the moft ex- 
tenfive powers ever granted to any fet of men in India* and whofc 
fupreme controul extends to every inftance where the intereft of the 
Company or the peace and tranquillity of their fettlements are any 
way concerned. 

Did we need further authority, we had the fenfe of the Diredors 
themfelves, who, by their General Letter to Bengal of the firft of 
February 1776, diredl:, 1 hat the orders of the majority be impli- 
citly obeyed, in the fame manner to all intents and purpofes as 
though they had been authorized and figned by all the Members of 
the Council. 

We were not, however. To dated with this approbation as to 
permit the flighted difrefpea: or inattention towards Lord Pigot; 
on the contrary, we repeated our injundlions to Colonel Home, to 
treat him with every refpefl: and attention fuijable to his rank in 
fociety, and to the ttation he had occupied in the Company^s fer- 
vice: we would indeed have gone further, and taken off aH re- 
ftraint, had not his own turhulent difpofition, aad the violence of 
his friends, put it entirely out of our power. 

To fo great a length was this carried, that even after our govern- 
ment was acknowledged hy the Governor-general and Council, he 
»ever mentioned Fort St. George by any other appellation than 
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Ait of bis Fort^ nor favoured us with other epithets than thofe of 
traitors^ villains^ and u/urpers. 

This however would not have induced us^ to continue him under, 
reflraint; v^ fhould have regarded it with that degree of contempt 
which fuch language merits, and have thought ourfelves culpable ia 
treating it with a ferious attention, but we were under continual 
anxiety from the daily attempts of both him and bis friends, to 
fpread cofifufioa and diforders throughout every department ofgo* 
vernment^ 

The dangerous condudl purfued by his Lordfliip to obfTrudt thd 
courfe of juftice, and thereby to introduce every fpecies of violence 
and diforder, that could arife from the want of thofe legal reflrainta^ 
which are inftituted for the defence of our lives and properties, na^ 
turally alarmed us. - 

In proof of this we obfcrve, That having occafibn to fill up th^^ 
yacancy of an Alderman in the Mayor's Court, his Lordfliip ad«^ 
drefled'a letter to theMayor^ r^prefenting that our government "Waa^ 
illeg^ly and warning him againft/ the confequence of. receiving any;^ 
Aldermaa. of our appointment* 

• This happened a^ few days- before the time fixed by our charter^ 
ibr eleding a new Mayor, previous to which it direds, that all va-*^ 
cancies fliall be filled up ; and had the majority of the Gentlemen 
who compdfed the Corporation» been fo far influenced by the letter 
from hisx Lordfhip, as to refufe accepting the Alderman whom we^ 
had a{^inted, the eledion of a new Mayor could not have been 
made agreeable to the charter, and the powers of the Court muft^ 
have ceafed until feme: remedy < could havcibeen applied from home. . 

An attempt of the fame kind was made by his Lordfhip, to impede 
the adminiflrationr^ of juftice in- the GriminaV Courts, by a letter" 
which he addreflfed to ConMnodore Sir Edward Hughes, in his pub-i 
lie charai£%er, and. of courfe publicly known in the fettlement, re- 
prefenting us as perfons not legally qualified ta hold Quarter Seffione^ . 
or to adminifler juftice. in^ny fhape whatfoever. 

When his X^ordfhip faw« that we were poffe (Ted of the powers of 
Government, had he been interefted in the welfare of the Companyi. 
or.of.the Publici Jnftead of purfuing a conduft fo very repugnant to 
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'it, M vtould hate erideftvdurtd^ is mikch 68 pAffibk, to eonciliite iht 
.TOinds of the inhabitants, and to keep evert thofc ii^ho W«e attached' 
to him in proper obedience ^nd fubmiflion; for as the Governor- 
getiei'ftl and Council 41 B^ftgaHiad aeknoWtedged ©Uf Ck)verftttl6nt, 
arid declared^clf refoJtition t6 fuppott it ill the ftrongoft' ttfrms^ he 
lUufl: hsive been fenfible that ito effort on hid part could meliorate hia 
^taaiidn, nor artfwfer any other ^rpof* than Id iftjore and embeu'^ 
tafs th* iffaira o^the Cbtnpirty. Hk4 Yt6 hetn lirtgle in thefe at- 
tttftptito fubvert the peace and bappitiefs o£ the commut^ity^ we 
Ihould have had little to apprehend from them j but ma(>y of the 
G)mpany*s fervants and others of the inhabitants were warm in his 
behalf, and diftingui(hed themfclves in oppofition to our Govern- 
«ient. Anonymous paperd wttt circulated afid publiflied in all thtf 
eut^garrifbns and fubordinate felttements» with an iateiitk>ti of 
exdting mutiny Antongft the thaops, and of keeping up thaft fpiric 
of party and oppofition to pur Government, which> had ttey been 
faithful fervanls of the Company, they would have wifhed to cx- 
tingfliau. 

Hii Lofdfliip hoping ifbf fiippoft ffom the CSfiftfefttoY and Gouddl 
^f Bengali had fdkiled an exertion of their ^onti^OttUng pcmtri bM 
iwhen he found that his condudl had been hrghly condemned hf 
them as arbitrary and unconftitutional ; when he found that our 
meafiires wete apprbted of^ and our gOvetiMiient fuppOrted, he 
treated with derifion and contempt that conttouling power, whofe 
fuperint!endency he had fo lately acknowledged, by his fdlicitatiofi 
to inteirp6fe theii* iiuthorify in his faverur j he even treated the orden 
of the Company itfelf, communicated to him by the Governor* 
general and Cbunci), in the fame indecent and lindutiful maimer ; 
he ftill afferted his rights fo the Prefidency, declaring, that oars WM 
a Government of ufurpation^ and that he and the Members we had 
iufpended were the legal reprefentatives of the Company. 

Thefe reafons are fufficient, we fhould imagine^ to pofnt out the 
expediency of not taking off the arreft ; but they were ^lengthened 
by many others, We had reafon to believe, whidi were, that eveiry 
effort had been ufed to few difaffedion in the minds of the Rajah 
4}f Tanjore^ and of nmny of the Nabob^s coHedlots and managers, 
not only to our government, hut alfo towards that of his Highnefs, 
a circumfiance whic^ might have involved the affaits of the coaft 
in the greateft confufioo and border. 
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We were poflTcffcd too of intercepted letters and irrteHigencet 
from which we underfloodi that a cooftant correfpondendiK ttras Icept 
upibetween him and the Rajah; and thtft his Lord(hipt by his Du- 
bafli Moodee Kiftnah, and other emiiTaries, was ufing hits utmoft 
eadeavours to make him believe that he was not to pay the lead 
attention to us, but look up to him for Aipport. The Dobbeer, 
who was the chief officer of the i^venue at Tanjore, was difgraced 
by bis intrigues, and mfany perfons, diflafFeAed to our govetnment, 
appointed to the managememt of that department. We had not 
only intelligenoe of this, b«it alfo that a correfpondence fubfifted be- 
tween his Lordfliip and Hyder Allyt 

When under reftraint he purfued fuch meafures, what had we not 
to ^read ihould he be fet at liberty ? His oondu€b to his Hi|hne(s 
the Nabob, the friend and ally of the crown of Great Britain^ beibre 
his arrefty by difpofing of his territories, and threatening to treat 
faiffl as a prifoner, Was difrefpedUfuli itukcent, and oppreffive ; and 
the anonymous papers circulated after it, ftruck at the honour of his 
family^ and tended to alienate their affedions from the Company^ 
So early as the 23d of February 1776, he had drawn out a paper, 
containing the amount of the orders his Highnefs had given upon 
the Tanjore country^ with dire£tions to his AmuMars and other 
officers to relinquifh all manner of authority, and to account with 
(uch perfons as his Lordfliip fliall nominate^ for all the fums of mo-^ 
ney collected from the gth of that month. This paper his Lordfliip 
fent to the Nabob by his two fons, and Mr^ Chambers the Perfian 
tranflator, with a mefiage that he would lay it before the Boards 
and that^ if hia Highnefs did not confent to whatever it contained, he 
would put it in execution by force. 

This extraordinary paper was written in his Lordfliip^s own hand, 
and contained a formal renunciation from his Highnefs of all rights 
to the Tanjore country, as well as an entire acquiefcence in every 
meafure his Lordfhip might think proper to recommend ; it wad in 
every refpedi: repilgnant to the Nabob*s invariable and uniform 
claims on that country, and his Highnefs exprefled his furprife and 
diffatisfaiflion at it in a public letter, the 27th of that month, ad-^ 
rfreffei to his Lordfhip and the Council ; but this letter he never 
thought proper to lay before the Board, and we fhatl remark here, 
that in this, as well as in the other parts of his unconftitutional and 
oppreffive eondufi towards the Nabob, his Lordfhip aded entirely 
without our knowle^e or confent. 
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We are fenfible that this tranfadtloa, having paflTedlong before 
Ijord Pigot's arreft, we cannot offer it as a reafon for continuing 
him under reftraint; but when we repeat, that we had every rea- 
fon to imagine that he continued his intrigues with the Rajah, even 
after the condemnation of his condud by the Governor-general and 
Council, and as we were informed by his Highnefs the Nabob, 
that he kept up a conftant correfpondence with him and Hyder 
Ally; when we fay, that in the authority of the Supreme Council, 
he fet that of Parliament at defiance ; when he flill tatked of his 
Fart J and treated pur Government as an ufurpation, no unprejudiced 
man, who knew the violence of his difpofition, will fay, that a con- 
tinuation of the arreft was unneceffary ; on the contrary, his ha- 
rangue to the foldiers at the Mount, and the efibrts he made ufe of 
to obflrui^: the couri^ of juftice, of themfelvea point out what he was 
capable of doing, had he been freed from every reilraint. 

We (hall here requeft pCFmiflion to mention two circumftancest 
which have occafioned much noife ; the Black Horfe pofted at the 
Mount, and the confultation about fending Lord Pigot to England* 

Almoft immediately after his Lordihip^s arreft, we applied to thft 
Nabob for a few horfe^ to have on all occafion^ the moft fpeedy in-t 
telligence from Colonel Home ; their number was but twelve, and 
they remained there till the 15th of Odober, when they were 
ordered away at his Lordfhip's defire. Lord Plgat had read our 
Letter to Colonel Horhe,theday they were firft ported at the Mount* 
as had alfo many of his Lordfliip's friends, and feen by that, they 
wpre fent there for no other purpofe ; yet it has been induftrioufly 
propagated, to poifon the minds of the Public, that his Lord(hip was 
guarded by the Nabob's horfe, and he himfelf was diQngenuoua 
enough to write to Sir Edward Hughes, complaining of itj but 
what is very extraordinary, at the very time Lord Pigot made this 
charge fo injurious to the Nabob, wha had generoufly pardoned the 
injuries and infults he had received from him, his Lordftiip's family 
lived in the Nabob's houfe, and Mr. Monckton's table was fupplied 
with fruits and vegetables from the Nabob's garden ; befides out 
letters of the 25th of Auguft and 15th of Odlober are on record^ 
and evidence at the fame time the falfity of the charge, and the real 
fcrvice they were intended for. 

The reafons given in Confultation for fending his Lordfliip ta 
Europe, were the fame ihat we have already ftated, for continuing 
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likn under arreft ; the attefnpt of Mr. Ruflell to put the main-guard 
under arms, his Lordfljip*8 harangue to the foldiers at the Mount, 
his efforts to ftop the com-raon courfe of juftice, the feditioas papers 
he had publifhed and circulated as well in the Fort as in all the out- 
garrifona and fubordinate iettlements, his contempt of the aiithority 
of the Governor-general and Council of Bengal, bis continual 
claims ^o the Prefidency, notwithftanding their decifion, his in-^ 
jtrigues with the Rajah ot Tanjore, and correfpondence with Hyder 
.Ally, as already fet forth; thefe, added to our juft apprehenlions for 
the interefts of the Company, the property of individuals, and the 
peace of the Carnatic, Should he take a ^iflionourable advantage of 
the liberty he enjoyed at the Mount, and put himfelf at the head 
of his adherents, were the reafons for taking that meafure into coh- 
fideration; but on the other hand, our wifhes to execute the truft 
reppfed in us by the Honourable Company, and to maintain our 
Tight to the Government, with the Jeaft inconvenience to his Lord- 
(hip, together with the great confidence we had in the fidelity and 
circumfpedion of Colonel Home, and a thorough recollection of 
hia Lordihip's former fervices to the Company, were the. grounds 
x>f our refolution not to adopt that meafure. 

Thus far, Gentlemen, we have acquainted you with the caufes of 
his Lordfhip's arreft, the xieceiSty of continuing it> and the very re- 
fpedful and attentive manner in which he was treated at the 
Mount ; at preient it is neceffary we fhould lay before you the cir- 
cumflances of his Lordfhip's death. 

It mufl be in the recolledtion of almofl every perfbn here, that 
the month of February laft was remarkably hot. During this 
month Lord Pigot mollly employed himfelf in the garden, where 
Mr. Monckton lived. He was generally with the gardeners as foon 
as breakfafl was over, and remained with them until dinner ; fome-- 
times he kept Colonel Home's family waiting for him until two 
o^clock, and often, without lying down in the forenoon, returned to 
them immediately after dinner. The heat of the fun was fo intenfe, 
that the officers accompanying his Lord(hip could not fland it, but 
were frequently obliged to leave him, and take (belter within doors. 
This imprudence occafioned a bilious complaint, brought on fome* 
what fooner perhaps by eating remarkably hearty of a turtle at Mr» 
Moncktou's the Sunday before his illnefs; a circumftance that was 
taken notice of by feveral perfons at table, particularly Dr. Mallet, 
who foretold that his Lordfhip would have a fit of ficknefs, if he 
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continued to aft with fo little circumfpeftion. ft was the nrore cb- 
fervable, as his Lordftiip was in general an exceeding moderate 
man, and feldom hinifclf cat of rich drfl^ess though fond of giving 
dire^ions how to prepare them, and of helping others at table. 
Mifs Pigot, as weir as Mr. Monckton, mentioned then: furprife to 
Mrs. Horne and Mifs Salmon, at his Lordfliip's having eat fo hear- 
tily, and Mifs Pigot exprefled fome apprehenfions left it fhould not 
agree with him. 

On Wedncfday the jrth of March his Lordfliip appeared to be in- 
difpofed ; he did not however give way to his complaint, but viralked 
about as ufual that day and the next/ Colonel Horne perceiving his 
indifpofition recommended his fending for Doftor ^Pafley, but this 
his Lordfhip declined; he imagined his illnefs was too trifling to* 
need the affiftance of a dodor, and prefcribed fomething:^for himfelf, 
which was made up by*Mr. Millet. On* Friday his Lordfhip feemed 
to be worfe, yet-heflill- continued to go out as before; Colonel' 
Herne advifed Mrr Moncktonto fend for Dr. Pafley, but was an- 
fwered, that his Lordlhiptthought there was nooccaiion« The Town* 
Major was, however, that daiyto pay a vifit at thfe Mount/ and 'on 
his going away, Colonel Horne defired him to inform Mr. Stratton 
that night, if poffible,, thitt Lord Pigo^appearcd tohim very much 
indifpofed, and that ht wifhed Mr. Pafley might be • fent out.' Thfe * 
Town Major delivered this meflige to Mf.- Stratton, who immedi- 
ately fent for thedodOr, and directed hrm to fee Lbrd Pigot, and to 
take every poflible care of his Lordfhip. 

Oh Sunday morning early Dbftor Pafley went to the Mount, and 
after he had been fame time with his Lordfhip, expreffed his fur- 
prife that he had not -been fent for fooner. He faid his Lordffaip^s 
complaint had been^ permitted to gain ground ; he found him in a 
very alarming flate^ his entire fyftem being agitated with putrid bile, 
and accordingly loft no time in admintftering the proper remedies. 
In proportion as thofe putrid ppprefTive complaints abated, he became 
fenfible of pain and tendernefs in the region of the liver, and in the 
right fhoulder; but repeated evacuations, with refrefhing drinks, and 
fome other medicines, reflored him, in -all Appearance, to a perfed 
ft ate of health; yet Dd€t6r Pafley informed him, that all ftfch dif- 
orders as he had laboured under^ originated in the liter, and that a 
certain courfe of medicincf with every precaurion in tiiet and exer^ 
cife, was abfolutely neceffary to- prevent a relapfei which,* he faid, 
may be occafioned by indigeftioa and difeafed f^eretions; 
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' fifis Lordfliip, howevert could not be perfuaded tliat they were in 
any refpefl: neceffary, particularly as his fpirits were in their ufual 
tone, and as he had not the leaft fenfalion of difeafe about him.' He, 
indeed, declared in a letter to Sir Edward Hughes, that he was as 
well as any man in India, and fo far relied upon the natural excel- 
lence of his conftitution, that he expofed himfelf again to the excef- 
five heats of the fun, and followed his amufements and occupations 
in the garden as before. 

But in about a fortnight he became fehfibl'e how very imprudent 
hfe had been in not liftening to the advicfc he had received', his appe- 
tite failed him, his fleep grew difturbed, he became heavy and fe- 
verifli, and the whole fdene of illnefs was renewed without having 
ftrength fuflScient to fuppojrt a feeond attack. 

* Colonel Home took every precaution, as ' will in his Lord(hip*8 
fitft illnefs "as m this, t6 pre'frenthiSi being aiiy way difturbedi The 
hbufe wk^tepraslileiit as pbffible,* no drams were allowed to beat' 
at mounting guard, or on any other occafion ; centinels were placed 
to oblige all carriages going paft to make a large circuit, and thofe 
coming to thc('houfe'to|ftbjl iit a ciffaindifta every 'poffible care 

was ta^en bf his Lordftitpi* a,nd whifn 'his phyficiari" recommended ' 
the fea-^rr, we fdeirtieftiV dfeiit'dd^thc re-efta'Blifliment of ^Is; Lord- ' 
fHipVhealthi thar w^ cheerfiiliy'gave u^ the Cfoiiiiiaiiy^s Garden- ? 
houfeas' the moft'likity fitllatibn'td contribute' to it: \W fhould ' 
indeed have bech fihcerely 1ii^|)y lii his Recovery ^^ we aded froin" 
a principle of duty td the* Cbtoiiafty, wh6fe* iriterefts he had unhap- 
pily ioft fight of, and not frdfiii 'on6*'of p6rfonal ahimofity to his ' 
Lordfliip. 

On his qiiittltf^ the Mbuh't^^' bis Ltfrdfhip ' fho^^^^ Horn? ' 

m6ft affe^iohilly' by the hand, -c^pfe'flTed^his waiuneft thanks to the'' 
kdi^s of his ' family, to * wliom he i:on(idered himfelf as under ' the 
higheft bbligations, arid'intehd^d to reward th6 foldiers with a 'fliirt ' 
a-biece for theii^ good behaviouf, and the attention they had Ihcwa ' 
hitn. ^ " 

The fatne precautions that w^re ufed to prevent noife or difturh- ' 
arice at the Mount were alfo taken at the Company *s Gardens; no/ 
drums were permitted tobcbdafatpraiaice or ptherwife on the Ifland^ 
or any where fidar the houfe, that could in the leaft difturb h^s Lord- ' 
flilp ; no ' cal:rl4gc8 or palanquins were fufitred to enter the court- ' 
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yard, nor any peribn allowed to go in at any other gate than that 
next the Fort j centinels were pofted on the St. Thome and Chepauk 
roads at the particular requeft of his Lordfliip's fervants, to prevent 
noife from the paflengers;' and the ferjeant of the guard was ordered 
to comply with any defire that his Lordlhip's friends or fervants 
may make for his quiet and repofe. 

In the courfe of three or four days after his Lordfliip removed to 
the Garden-houfc, he was fomewhat better ; but violent exertions, 
and expofing himfelf to cold and fatigue, threw him back, and 
brought on fevere (hiverings, after which he gradually declined nn* 
til the I ith of May, when he .died of a flow vifceral fever, partial 
fuppurations in the fubftance of his Jiver, and putrid bile. 

Having thus related all the clrcumftances to the death of Lord 
Pigot, which we imagined requifite to prove the rectitude and nc- 
ceflity of our meafQres, as alfo the nature and caufe of his diforder, 
we diall requeft the indulgence of this Court to make fome few ob- 
fervations on the wholeu 

Before Lord Pigot had received an anfwer from the Governor- 
general and Council to the letter he had written to them, he ac- 
knowledged their authority in its utmoft latitude, yet he dented it 
as foon as they had refufed to fupport his meafure^ ; he denied it fo 
foon as they had declared that the rights and powers of the Gover- 
nor and Council of all the Company's prefidencies were vefted by 
their original, conftitution, in the Majority of the Board, and that 
the violence of his Lord(hip, in excluding two of the Members of 
the Council from their feats, was a violation of that ConftitutioOi 
He difallowed their authority, when they declared that the meafures 
taken by xis to recover the actual Goverjimeat, which of right was 
▼efted in us, arofe from the neceflity of the cafe ; and that they 
ihould acknowledge and fupport the title and authority which we 
confequently poffefTed j but it has been afTerted in favour of his Lord- 
fliip, that this controuling power in the Oovernor-general and 
Council of Bengal does not extend to any other fettlement, except 
in cafe of war and peace. If, however, gentlemen would allow 
themfelves leifure to perufe the A£k of Parliament, they would per- 
ceive that it extends to every inftance where the Government, Re- 
venueSi or Intereft of the Company is any way concerned. Why 
clfe fliould the feveral prefidencies of Madras, Bombay, and Ben- 
£o6len he dire^ed and required •* to tranfmit conjlantly and diligently 
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^ to them adn)ice and intelligence of all tranfa^ions and matters ivhaf- 
^^foever relative thereto \' rf thclegiflalure did not mean to give that 
Board a power fo extenfive why eftablifli it, *' to prevent the various 
** abufes which had prevailed in the government and adminijiration 
" of the Company'^ s affairs in India J^' 

it has been aflfertcd, that no A£k of the Majority could be valid, 
nnlefs the Prefident was of the number, yet all focieties (fays Grotius, 
p. 204) *' have this in common to them, that in matjers for which 
•* each aflbciation was inftituted, the whole body, or the major part 
** in the name of the whole body, oblige all and every the particular 
** members of the fociety ; for certainly it is to be prefumed that 
^> thefe who enter into a fociety are willing there (hould be fome me- 
*' thod fixed of deciding afEairs, but it is altogether unreafonable that 
" a greater number (hould be governed by a lefs ; and therefore, 
" though there were no contradis or laws that regulate the manner 
** of determining affairs, the majority would naturally have the 
^ authority and right of the whole/' This is the law of Nature, 
Gentlemen, founded in upright and unbiaffed reafon, and declared 
by that excellent author, not for the partial benefit of any particular 
ftate, but for the general guidance of mankind. 

This we fhould imagine fufficient to prove, that all the authority of 
government was placed in bur hands ; yet we will further obferve to 
you, that by the fpirit of the laws of England, the fenfeof the majo- 
rity in every public affembly is final and decifive; that Lord Pigot 
thought fo, is evident, from the outrage he committed to obtain iti 
The two Houfes of Parliament, the Privy-Council, and all the 
Courts of judicature, determine by the opinion of the grekteft 
number of members ; and conforming to this principle of the con- 
ftitution, the Company have invariably, fince their firft eftablifliment 
in India, direfled the members of their feveral Councils, to be de-r 
termined in every point, where there fhould be a difference of 
opinion, by the fentiments of the majority j to attempt to aft con- 
trary to this principle in Europe, would be to attempt a fubverfioa 
of the conftitution, and to do it here, is to expofe the Company to 
a forfeiture of their charter. Yet Lord Pigot was guilty of this^ 
both by nefufing to put a queftion agreeable to the fenfe of a ma- 
jority of the Board, and by fufpending feven of the members by 
a junto of four^ 
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Ft is a maxim in the laws of England, that no man (hall be either 
judge or witnefs in any caufe where he is himfclf plaintiff or defen*- 
dant ; yet in this inftancc too, his Lord(hip aded diredly contrary 
to the laws and conftitution of his country, and in defiance of both, 
fat and voted as a judge in the cafe of Mr. Stratton and Mr. 3rooke, 
where he was himfelf the accufer. 

We> however, fhowed no other refentment than to aflert the rights 
of the majority, and to proteil before a notary public, againft the 
violent and illegal proceedings of his Lord(hip; but the confe- 

2uence of our untipiely lemperanQe was, that he and the few mem- 
ers who were influenced by him, fufpended four more of the ma- 
jority. His Lordfhip repeating the fame illegal adt, and fitting 
and voting as jiidge jxi his. own caufe; Sir Robert Fletcher, 
the Cbmnxander in Chief, another member of the majoniy, he 
ordered in aireft, and tp be brought to a general court martial as 
guilty, in figning the proteft, of mutiny and (edition. In a milder 
government th^n his Lordfhip'^, a man was hung by military au- 
thority, fo|: a lefs offence, without a trial ; what then had the Com-> 
mander in Chi^f to apprehend under the government of a perfon of 
Lord Pigot's violent and defpotitc difpofitiouy who was at that dme, 
as Grovernor of the fort, vefted with fimilar powers. 

We were all in the fame predicapient with Sir Robert Fletcher; 
saind if aflerting the rights of the majority of Council, by protefting 
againft Lord Pigot and l^is aflbciat^s, was caufing mutiny and fedl- 
tion ; we were all involved in the fame guilt with him, ponfequent* 
ly all liable to the fame punifiitnent, and therefore reduced to the 
nece^ty of exerting the coinmon right? of mankind, by putting our 
lives in fafety at the expepoe of his Lordihip's liberty. 

It is however aflerted, that his Lordfhip's arreft was contrary to 
law; but we beg leave to con^bat this affertion, and to rely upon it, 
that it was not only lawful but neceffary. Hh Lordfliip was ar- 
refied more in bis military capacity of Qovernor of the fof t, than in 
his civil one as Prefidei^t of the Council; as a civil fervant of the 
Company, we had but little realoa to be appjehenfive; it was his 
military authority, ^s con^ipander of the troops in garrifon, that 
rendered him dangerous, and his arreft coafequently lawful ; for if 
there was no power in the majority of the Councij, to check the 
ambition of a military governor of the fort, and to imprifon him, 
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If neceflary, he may forget both his duty to the Company, and his 
allegiance to the King, and ufurpan authority independent of either; 
befides, we muft obferve, that it is laid down by the author of the 
Principles of Penal Law, ** That every wanton^ caufelefs, or un-- 
*• neccffary exertion of autbority^ is unjuftifiable and tyrannical.^^ If 
then a wanton exertion of lawful authority (for he means no other) 
be tyrannical, what term (hall we give to the wanton exertion of aa 
ufurped authority, and what means to oppofe it can be deemed un** 
juftifiable. Every Britifli fubjed, in the leaft acquainted with the 
hiftory of his country, knows, that it is the fpirit of the con- 
ilitution to refifl and overfet ufurpation, and that the laws allow 
every individual to exercife, in that cafe, an authority which they be^ 
fore denied him ; many proofs of this have been felt by our very 
kings, and (hould we, in whofe hands the real powers of govern- 
ment here were placed* have kt it pafs unnoticed in Lord Pigot, 

The Gentlemen who have thought proper to inftitute this profe^^ 
€utix)n agaiiift us, have quoted Mr. De Lolme's Treatife on the Gon- 
ftitution of England, to endeavour to prove the arreft of Lord Pigot 
illegal ; and we fliall from the fame book,^ and the fame chapter, 
endeavour to demonftrate, that it was juftifiable and agreeable to a 
principle inherent in the conftitution, we mean that of refiftance. 
In the twenty-firft chapter then of this book, he fays, that all the 
prerogatives of the people, taken in themf.*lve^, are but weak arms 
to oppofe the real force of thofe who govern ; all thefe precautions 
that our anceftors have taken, all thole reciprocal rights they have 
cftabliQiedr fuppofe every thing.to remain in that legal conftitutional 
fituation where they had placed them j but (hould the prince fudden- 
ly free himfelf from every controul, (hould he fet himfelf above the 
conftitution, in what lies the refburce of the people ? He tells you, 
that it lies in refiAance, which the la.ws of England have decided 
to be lawful and final, againd the violence of power; it was this 
refiftance that gave birth, to Magna Charta, the bafisof otir liberty, 
and- at forty different periods procured its confirmation. It was to 
this refiftance King William owed his crown, and to it alfo are the 
prefent royal family indebted for their elevation to the throne. This 
righi of refiftance and of oppofition to violence, under whatever 
form it appears^ and from whatfoever quarter it proceeds, is fo well 
known, fo univerfally acknowledged, that even the courts of juftice 
themfelves have been guided by it in their decifions; witnefs the 
cafe of the Conftable, which thefe Gentlemen have quoted in their 
proteft, and by that, not only acknowledged but proved the. 
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«ciftence of the principle we contend for. The conftitutional right 
of refiftance being then eftablifhed without a poffibility of doubt, 
•we fay, that the law muft have eftabliflied modes to give it a^ion, 
or have left it to the difcretion of thofe who are oppreffed. But, us 
pur laws know no oppbfition, fo they prefcribe no particular 
mode of refiftance,— violence and oppreffion overleap the bounds 
of conftitutional power, and muft be met on their own ground, and 
fought with their own weapons. Yet we humbly conceive, we have 
not only not exceeded in any one aft, the difcretionary power that 
both law and nature placed in our hands, but ufed a degree of lenity 
and mildnefs to Lord Pigot, that his condud): towards ui gave him 
very little reafon to exped:, or indeed to hope for. 

The proper ^adminftration of the Company's aflFairs, the rights of 
the Council, and our perfonal fafety, demanded our putting his » 
Lordfliip under arreft ; in a cafe of fuch extreme neceflity, we were, 
warranted to do it as individuals, and by a much ftronger reafon, 
when we united our judicial and political authorities, and aded in a 
public capacity^ 

It has been complained of, that his Lordfliip was arretted on the 
high road ; but will any perfon attempt to aflert, that it would have 
been more prudent to arreft him in the fort, and have by that means 
given an inlet to riot and bloodfhed. We have been accufed too of 
impropriety, in calling the military to our aid, though that was our 
only means to prevent confufion and public difturbance. General 
Stuart is involved in the fame charge with us, for having obeyed 
the civil power ; as are alfo Colonel Eidingtoun, Colonel Home, and 
Captain Lyfaghtj for having obeyed their commanding officer ; but 
the Gentlemen who have fliewn fo much ingenuity in compofing 
the Informations, and framing the accufation agaioft us, do not feem 
to have been acquainted with thefe articles of war, which have been 
eftabliflied by parliament for the regulation of the army, nor 
to have formed any perfedl idea of the nature of the military 
difcipline. 

By the articles of war. General Stuart was obliged to ad as well 
in obedience to the orders of the then Commander in Chief, as] in 
aid and fupport of the civil power; and the other Gentlemen, under 
a neceffity of paying him an implicit obedience; for were it per- 
mitted to them, to difpute the propriety or legality of the orders of 
their fuperior officer, the officers and foldiers under them, even to 
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the very drummers, would have the fame right j aodhow far fuch a 
permiflion would be fubverfive of all military difcipline and autho* 
rity, is too obvious to need a comment. 

Infinite pains have been taken to prove a reciprocal influence be-» 
tween the mental and corporeal faculties. It has been laid down as 
a maxioi in the animal ceconomy, that if any fubjed of a dangerous 
nature takes pofTeffion of the mind, it may in fome degree obflrud: 
the fundions of the body; and having eftablifhed this hypothefis it 
has been concluded, that as we deprived Lord Pigot of the govern- 
ment, kept him under arreft, attempted to fend him to Chingleputr 
and had it under confideration to fend him to England, that we 
gave rife to difagreeable fenfations, which, they fay,, produced the 
diforder in his Lordfhip's liver, and the putrid bile of which he 
died. But we beg leave to obferve, that from the moment of his 
arreft, to the turtle-feafl at Mr. Monckton's, his Lordfhip enjoyed a 
p€rfe<5t ftate of health; that his diforders were peculiar to this cli-^ 
mate, and are geaerally occafioned by' indigeftions, or by frequently 
being too much expofed to the exceffive heat of the fun. We flialL 
alfo remark to you, that, previous to his Lordfhip*s illnefs, and for 
fome time after, Farenheit^s thermometer was at 95, 96, and ^7 de- 
grees in the fhadc 

Were it permitted us to recriminate, we would fay, that the 
friends of Lord Pigot, who think proper to charge his death upon 
us, were^ with a greater degree of probability, guilty of it them- 
felves, if, as they infmuate, the afFe(Stions of the mind have fome- 
limes a mortal influence on the body ;. for we afTert, that they never 
left hi^ mind at eafe, but kept him in continual alarms of fchemes 
to tear him from Colonel Horne, which he looked upon as his afy- 
lum, of bodies of cavalry, and battalions of fepoys, conftantly in* 
motion ; of plans to feize upon his perfon, to bind him with ropes- 
and fend him to Gingee, or on board fhip, in the mod ignominioua 
manner: in ihort, we aflert, that they took fuch pains to teaze and 
torment him with informations of violence and unworthy meafures^ 
which never had exiftence but in the great fertility of their own 
imaginations, that one would be led to think they wifhed to facri*^ 
fice his life to have the iattsfadioa of accufmg us of his murder. 

A charge of homicide has not been thought fufficient, and we are 
accordingly indided for wilful and malicious murder} but we are at 
a lofs to conceive what the proof of our felonious intention, or pre-^^ 
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tnedkated malice, can poffibly be. Lord Plgot had the range of the 
whole country, was treated with every tnark of attention and refped, 
had every military honour paid hrim, and enjoyed every convenience 
that the houfe he preferred to all others in India could afford. Thefe, 
we humbly apprehend, arcr not proofs of a malevolent difpofition. 
Had we had any intention to take away his Lordfliip's life, could 
fortune have thrown a more facvourable opportunity in our way than 
when he refifted our orders to remove him to Chingleput ? Were we 
capable of entertaining fo horrid an idea, we might have executed it 
then, and flieltered ourfelves under the law ; for we will remark to 
you, that we were not only Members of the Government, but alfo 
Juftices of the Peace, and our lenity on that occafion, furely demon* 
ftrates, that we chofe rather to let pafs with impunity a refiflance to 
our orders on the part of Lord Pigot, and a difobedience on that of 
Colonel Home and Q>lonel Eidingtoun, than that his Lordfhip 
fliould fuffer the Icaft pcrfonal violence ; and what can more evince 
at leaft the fame degree of attention and refpeft in thefe gentlemen, 
than their rilking, upon a mere furmife of our intention, both their 
commiflions and their lives on this occafion, by difobedience to a 
pofitive order from their fuperiors in his Lordfhip's favour, not- 
withftanding an evident attempt to r efcue him ? 

But fuppofing the mind and body to have their reciprocal influence 
on each other, and that the lofs of the Government, the arreft, his 
Lord(hip*s reftraint from entering the Fort, his difappointment in 
the decifion of the Governor-general and Council of Bengal, and 
what, perhaps, occafioned more difagreeable fenfations than all the 
others, his feeing us in power : fuppofing all this to be true, yet we 
humbly fubmit it to you, that as no marks of violence appeared 
upon the infpedlion of his body, we arc not guilty in the eye of the 
law of either murder or matiflaughter ; and that this is law, we beg 
kave to refer you to the fir ft volume of Lord Chief Juftice Hale*s 
Hiftory of the Pleas of the Crown, where he fays, in page 429, 
** If a man, either by working upon the fancy of another, or poffibly 
** by harfh or unkind ufage, put him into fuch a paffion of grief or 
** fear, that he either dies fuddenly, or contradis fome difeafe of 
** which he dies, although it may be murder or manflaughter in the 
*« fight of God, yet, in a human judicature, it cannot come under 
** the judgment of felony, becaufe no external ai^ of violence was 
^' offered, of which the common law can take notice :'* and thus. 
Gentlemen, not guilty of murder or manflaughteif in the fight of 
man^ we are firmly perdiaded that we have not erred againfl any 
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precept of the divine law, or any principle of morality. Lord Pigot 
fell a vidim to his own imprudence, and informed Dr. Anderfon, in 
his laft illnefs, that he thought he oould tell the day that gave rife to 
his diforder» nay, the very hour; that he had been that day at 
work in the garden till very late, had expofed hirafclf to the exceC- 
five heat of the fun, and returning to Mr. Monckton*s in a violent 
perfpiration, had taken a large draught of cold punch ; to this Lord 
Pigot imputed his diforder, and not to us. Thus then acquitted by 
himfelf, and upon his death-bed, has not the prefent charge againft 
UB more the air of premeditated malicet than any we ever difcovered 
againft him ? 

To form axioms founded on conje^ure, and to deduce unfair and 
didngenuous confequences from them, in order to cover us with an 
opprobrium of the mod horrid nature, has it not the appearance of a 
more felonious intention to ftrike at our lives than we ever Ihewed 
to attempt that of Lord Pigot ? we humbly fubmit it to you, that it 
demonflrates a premeditated, malicious, and felonious intention to 
murder us in the bafeft manner, that is, under the colour of juftice. 
Were Lord Pigot really murdered, his memory is free from the im- 
putation of fuch an atrocious crime , but his friends, who wifh thus 
to facrifice us to his manest difcover, upon this occafion, a manifell 
defire^ not only to commit, with impunity, the very crime they 
charge us with, but at the fame time betray an inclination to throw 
a fhade of infamy on our graves. 

We fhall here conclude, Gentlemen, and we are forry to have 
taken up fo much of your time, but we thought it neceffary to lay 
before you the circumflances that gave rife to the arreft of Lord 
Pigot, with our reafons for continuing it; and we (hall here remind 
you, that his Lordfhip's outrage in fufpending Meflrs. Stratton and 
Brooke, was the caufe only of our public proteft ; but his condu^ 
towards the Commander in Chiefs in ordering him to be tried by 
martial law for complaining with us in his civil capacity of the vio« 
lation of the rights of the Council^ his expulfion of the entire ma- 
jority of the Board, our perfonal fafety, his repeated ad)s of defpo- 
tifm, his imponog a renunciation on his Highnefs of all his claims 
to the Tanjore country, and threatening to put it in execution whether 
he confented or not; his perfonal infultto the Ally of the Crown of 
Great Britain, his declaration to treat him as a prifoner and to place 
a guard of Europeans at his houfe: thefe circumftances, fo repug- 
naiu to the true intereft of the Company, and to the faith and ho- 
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BOUT of the nation, muft naturally point out the improinietj oT 
leaving the powers of Government in the hands of a man who could 
be controuled neither by principles of juftice nor of decency, who* 
was capable of the greateft adls of violence, and who neither con- 
fiilted the peace of the Carnatic^ nor the welfare of his honourable 
employers ; and we truft that there is no unprejudiced man whO' 
hears us, that is not convinced within his own bread of the necef* 
fity of the arreft ; and at the fam^ time, that we are not only free 
from having in the lead contributed to baften his Lordfliip's death, 
but that in coniideration of the great iervices he rendered the G)m- 
pany during the laft war, our condudl towards him was as mild and 
gentle as the convuliive fitUation of affairs would admit of: and we 
here cannot but deplore the cruel neceflity his Lordihip's, pretended 
friends have impofed upon us by this fhameful profecution, to dif- 
cufs thus freely his public and political chara&er. Though he was. 
our enemy and oppreflbr, our refentmeiit does not follow him to the: 
tomb } and we fhould be much better pleafed if this trial gave: us. am 
opportunity of dwelling on his virtues than his faults. 
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J// appears hy Brigadier-General Stuart^ Petition t9 the 
yufiiceSi dated \()tb November 1777 (Page 1&8 of 
the preceding Collection^ that he conjidered himfelfy and 
the Officers who aSied by his Order y in a different Pre- 
dicament from the Gentlemen of the Council, He there- 
fore thought it neceffary to make a separate Defence 
for himfelf and thofe Officers ; which after he had drawn 
up and fignedy he ivas prevented from giving in, By the 
Proceedings of the Inquefi being quafhed. ihe following 
is a Copy of that Defence, the Original of which, figned, 
hy Brigadier-General Stuart at Madras, is in the Hands 
of the Printer J\ 



DEFENCE 

O F 

Brigadier-General ^ku^% Stuart, for himfelf and for 
the Military under his Command. 

Gentlemen of the Jury^ 

TO my utter aftonifhment, I appear before you, charged, in the 
firft inftance, by a number of men (whofe names are to the 
paper * now in my hand) with the moft heinous and atrocious crime 
that human nature is capable of» viz. the concerted, predetermined^ 
malicious, and intentional aft of murder, for fuch I conceive to be 
the meaning of the words Wilful Murder ; of which greateft of all 
crimes thofe perfons have taken upon themfelves to charge me, and 
the other Gentlemen of the army there mentioned ; who with myfelf, 

• The Inqueft. ^ 
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in refpcd to the aft of arrefting the late Lord Pigot, did no more 
than our duty, in obedience to the orders of our fuperiors both 
civil and military, according to every eftabliflied idea of legal go- 
Ternment within this Prelidericy, and according to the words and 
fpirit of our refpedive commiflions, and to the rules and difcipline 
of war, the whole comprehended under our folemn oath of fidelity 
to the Honourable G>mpany. 

I therefore fay, for myfelf, and if I am allowed to make the de- 
fence of all the army who afted by my orders, I like wife add for 
them, that neither I nor they, together or feparately, are Guilty of 
the crime charged, viz. the Wilful Murder of the late Lord Pigot. 

I produce the original order by which I aded, and by virtue of 
which I gave orders to all the military thus under my cotnmand. It 
is in the hand-writing of one of the Gentlemen whofe names are to 
the paper ; they are in number feven ; and I know moft certainly^ 
that they formed a majority of the whole Council. This paper I 
iaw wrote and figned, and received it in peribn from the GeUf- 
tiemen. 

Sir Robert Fletcher, whole name is to this paper, was at the time 
Commander in Chief of the Army ; whofe feparate order to me, 
according to the rules and difcipline of wai, as oiy fuperior, in the 
very terms of my commiflion herewith produced, would of itfelf 
have been binding and obligatory on me ; and he the Commander 
in Chief being himfelf of Council, together with the other Gentle- 
men all of Council (therefore the only perfons refponfible), he or 
they were at liberty to give or to refufe me any explanation of their 
orders, according as they thought proper. My duty was to obey 
him (Sir Robert Fletcher) the Commander in Chief, according to the 
exprefs words of my commiflion; and I thought it, if po0ible» 
more my duty to obey the joint orders of a char majority of 
Councih 

I fay, that the majority who gave me powers and orders were at 
liberty to decline entering into the particular motives of their con- 
dud, if they had fo chofen. But they did not refufe me any in- 
formation ; and they thought proper to publifh to the army, as 
well as to the whole fettlement, tlie reafons of their feceffion ; as 
appears by the papers on record, and particularly by the circulation 
of the letter by a Notary Public. This was a fort of appeal to the 
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nbiafled judgment of the Settlement, a8 to what was or was not tfi 
legal government, or conftitutional mode of managing the affair 
civil, miliary, political and commercial of the Honourable Com 
pany, within the limits of this Prefidency. 

As for my own parr, without hefitation, I then believed, ani 
even now, after all that has paffed, I remain ftill of that belief, tha 
the ads of the majority of Council are alone binding in civil, mill 
tary, political, and commercial affairs ; and that whatever order 
they iffue to me, either as a majority of Council, directed to me ii 
particular, or to the Commander in Chief, for him to communicat 
to me ; or from the Commander in Chief of himfelf to me, as m; 
fuperior officer ; I was then, by every reafon of duty, and by m; 
oath of fidelity, and by virtue of my commiffion, as a military fub 
ordinate officer, bound t6 obey ; the refponfibility as well as the trui 
being with him, and them, the majority of Council, the executioi 
of their orders alone left with me. I obeyed accordingly, and ii 
the manner fet forth in my narrative upon record ; which, thougl 
compofed in hafte, is in every elTential part exad. 

The mode in which I executed the orders and inftrudions of th 
majority, did afterwards meet with their approbation, as appear 
from all the fubfequent publications on their part, where that matte 
is touched upon. 

And here I cannot help expreffing my aftonifliment, that thi 
heavy charge of Wilful Murder fhould be brought againft me, wh< 
in the manner of arrefting the late Lord Pigot, the evening of thi 
a4th of Auguft, ihewed fuch particular attention to prevent th< 
fmalleft chance of any danger to his own perfon, or to that of an] 
of his friends. The management on that occaiion (if it may b( 
called fo) arofe from humanity and tendernefs; otherwife then 
needed nohe: the whole 'was prepared, and at my orders. Tha 
management has been branded with every odious and infamous epi 
thet, znAfalfe ajfertions have been made, to give colour to the fcan 
dal. — This digreffion I hope you will excufe on my part, who oi 
this occafion feel my honour equally as my life attacked; boti 
which, however, I am at all times prepared to defend as becometh 
I (hall only add here, in regard to the adt itfelf (without the reviev 
of fubfequent occurrences), that after cool recoil edtion of all circum 
ftances that preceded, accompanied, and immediately followed th 
arreft of the late Lord Pigot, i now feel the greateft fatisfaClion fo 
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the part I took as the iaftniment of Government ; and I almoft defy 
the mind of man to have devifed any other way, in flmilar circum- 
ftancesi to have effeded it without danger of bloodfhed. 

And here» notwithftanding the epithets given to thefe proceed- 
ingS9 I appeal to the memory of every man here living, and to the 
annals of hiftory, to ihew a fimilar inftance of regularity and good 
order ; for after the ad of arrefting Lord Pigot, to the minute 
of refigning the government into the hands of Mr. WhitehilU there 
has not been any adl of violence ; and no man, fo far as I know, 
has been imprifoned^ or injured in his perfon or property, on ac- 
count of irregularity. 

This is demonftration, that there was neither anarchy nbr confu** 
fion in the fettlement (as has been falfely reported), and that the 
minds of men were prepared for the event, and fatisfied with the 
neceflity of the meafure. It furniflies, moreover, the cleared proofs 
of the good difcipline of the army, who, from the neceflity of the 
cafe, were the inftruments in the hands of the then Government t^ 
affert the rights of the majority of CounciL 

To return to my defence againfl this heavy charge : After fhew- 
ing you the orders and inftrudions by which I, as a military fubor- 
dinate officer, then aded, and that part of my (eparate commiffion 
as Colonel, according to which I took the oath of fidelity to the 
Honourable Company ; I (hall now endeavour to fhew, that the 
words Governor and Council^ inferted in the body of that commif- 
fion, can only mean the majority of Council ^ and I venture to fay, 
that no man who did not delight in quibble, rather than plain fenfe, 
or plain inference, ever yet doubted the truth of this propolition. 

Here, however, I beg leave to obferve, that in refped to myfelf, 
and to the officers or others of tbe army who obeyed my orders on 
the occafion, the proving that the majority really has the powers dF 
the Governor and Council, in fpite of the Governor himfelf ; I fay, 
that as to the military fubordinate officers, this proof is not necef- 
fary, becaufe in our commiffions, after the words '* And you are at 
** all times to obferve and follow allfuch orders and direSiions as you 
^* fhall receive from usj our Prefident and Council aforefaid^^ follow 
thefe clear words, ** or any other yourfuperior Officer^ according to 
*' the rules and difcipline of voar^ &c.'' Which laft words fliew to 
demonftration the nature of the fubordinate oiilitary fervice .; w^ich 
5 indeed 
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indeed cotild not poflibly be carried bn for the good of the commu- 
nity, if njce points of political government, or reafons of ftate, or 
tlie conJiru6lin)e fenfe t>f /words ^ were to be left to the private opini- 
ons or decifions of military oflScers before they executed the orders 
of their fuperiors. Neverthelefs, I now proceed to fliew, that the 
words Prejident and Council^ in the body of my commiffion, can 
only mean the Majority of Council ; becaufe* beyond the power of 
doubt or of quibble, the following are the exprefs, clear, unrepeal* 
ed, (landing orders of the Honourable Company : 

Standing Orders, dated January 1678, Paragraph 54th. 

'* Whatever Jhall he agreed on by the majority ^Jhall he efteemed the 
*^ order by ivhich each one is to aB ; and accordingly every individual 
** perfonf even the diffenters themfelves^ are to perform their parts in 
^* the profecution thereof \ and in fo doing they do their duty^ atidmuji 
'• not he Iblamedfor the cvent^^^ 

Inftrudions to Mr. Pitt, dated 9th March lyoa* 

** We doJlriSlly enjoin^ that all our affairs be tranfaSled in Coun^ 
** n7, and ordered and managed as the Majority of the Council Jhall de^ 
^ terminer and not othenvije^ upon any pretence whatever J^ 

Becaufe in the body of the Commiffion of Government, and par- 
ticularly where the word Soldiers occurs, it is faid, 

** j^nd ive do hereby give and grant unto our faid Prejident and 
^ Governor George Lord Pigotj and to our Council aforenamed^ or the 
** major part of them, &c^ full powef- and authority from time to 
^* time to rule and govern all and every our FaSiors and Servants 
*' under the faid Prejtdency^ and all the Soldiers, &c''* 

Becaufe, in the Commiffion of Lord Pigot as Governor, it is 
faid, 

" That he, asfuchj isfubjeB neverthelefs to allfuch rules^ orders^ 
** and injiruiiions^ as have heretofore been given to the Preftdent and 
^ Council of Fort St. George aforefaid^" 

Befides, in the inftrudions 17741 the Governor and Council have 
cxprefsly the power to fuperfedc, alter, or annul any fpecific a£t 
cither of the Governor or the Commander in Chief. 

H h 2 Inftruc- 



( 236 ) 

Inftru6lions ^^r Aftiburnham, 1774, Paragraph 51. 

** That if the Governor-general and Council Jhall at any time think 
** proper to ijfue orders under their bands, or by their Secretary^ to any 
^* officer in the army^ and thereby tofufpend or fuperfede the fpecific 
•• commands tf the Governor^generaly or military Commander inCbiiff 
•• fuch orders Jhall be implicitly obeyed'* 

Can we then, without the greatefl: abufe of common fenfe, deny, 
that the Majority of Council is alone meant by the words Governor and 
Council? 

After eftablifliing the above clear propofitions, to flicw what i» 
the Government, need I add any arguments drawn from the ab* 
furdity of allowing a power to the Prefident, fuch as is contended 
for by the Gentlemen of that fide, viz. That the pcrfonal confent of 
the Prefident is eflentially neceflary in every adi of government r 
That no other can propofe or agitate any queftions in the firft in* 
fiance : That he alone can adjourn or fummon« any meeting of 
Council ; and other exclufive prerogatives, which amount to a Poliih 
^etOy upon every public or private queftion before the Board, and 
which, in fa&, would reduce the Council to a fetof infignificanc 
puppets* 

But in truth, neither according to the tenets held by the late Go* 
vernment, when they feparated from Lord Pigot and his aflbciates \ 
nor, as I am informed, according to the exprefs orders of the Eaft- 
India Company, after the fulieft information of all the late dif- 
putes» and received by the Swallow in Auguft laft, though 
not yet publi/hed, does fuch exclufive power lodge in the Prefident 
here : on the contrary, excepting the cajiing n)ote upon an equality, 
no other power is lodged with the Prefident, than is inherent in every 
other Member of Council. 

As to the objedion which I hear is no*iv ftarted in regard to the 
nvant oi form in not meeting in the Fort Square, in not inferting 
the word Prefident, or in not giving regular fummons by the Secre- 
tary, previous to the orders and inftrudions delivered to me, by the 
feven Members of Council, on the 23d of Auguft, 1776, I caa 
only fay, that in that crifis I, and 1 fuppofe alfo thofe members^ 
looked Xofubjlance and not Xoform^ 

They 
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They muft have known perfeftly well, that fo long as Lord Pigot 
was in the Fort, as Governor and Commander in Chief, he would 
not obey any bit of paper from the civil power in the ufual forms 
of law; alfo, that in regard to perfbnal fecurity or prudence, it 
would not have been proper for the majority of Council to have at- 
tempted meeting in the Council Chamber in Fort Square^ They 
knew moreover, that the Secretaries were not to be found at the 
time, and the fecrecy of the meafure might make it neceflary that 
a member of the majority, at fuch a crifis, fhould himfelf ^officiate 
asJSecretary (as was the cafe), thereby, in my opinion, authenticating 
more fully their refolutions ; befides, common fenfe pointed out, 
that the ad of a notary-public anfwered fully every public purpofe 
of p^omtjlgating the orders of government; and the omiffion of the 
word Prejidenty which the majority might have inferted if they 
pleafed, feemed to me a mark of their candour. All thefe reafons, 
and as looking to the fubftance, and the material parts of bufmefs at 
that crifis of affairs the i^sd and 24th of Auguft, made me conclude, 
and I dare fay, it had the fame tSt€i upon all who acknowledged 
the late Government, that in their public manifeftos, or orders, if 
they did not follow every immaterial pundlilio, fuch as a regular 
fummoni through a Secretary, regular meetings in the Fort Square, 
or the infertion of the word Prcftdent^ it was owing either to ne- 
ceffity, or that they did not confider it as effentiah 

Will any man of common candour, laying his hand on his heart, 
after allowing that the majority of Council is the legal government, 
cither with or without the Prefident, fay, that the omiffion of thefe 
formal and not effential things and words j I fay, will any honeft 
man think or fay, that by fuch omiffion, the aSs of a Majority^ or of 
thofe who obeyed their orders, are thereby neceffarily vitiated, and thef 
conftitution violated, to the degree of impreffing and ftaraping every 
adl of that government with the dangerous epithet of ufurpation ; 
which implies illegality, and may indeed produce anarchy and law- 
fuits without end. 1 here in my own name, in refpedl to what 
concerns me, appeal againft fuch a fentence, to the juftice, the 
equity, the liberal conftruftion, and common fenfe of mankind in 
genpral. 

The conclufion I draw from what precedes, is, that if the govern- 
ment of this fettlement is conftitutionally veiled in the majority of 
Council^ and if it was expcded of that majority to aflert their au- 
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thority, he, Lord Pigot, and his aiTociates, were the aggreflforSy 
and confequently the original caufe of any fubfequent violent mea- 
Aires, becaufe all the circumfiances of the late Lord Pigot's condudlf 
in regard to the expulfion of MefTrs. Stratton and Brooke^ neceifari'* 
ly forced the majority to take the fieps they adualiy followed ; con- 
fidering what they knew of Lord Pigot's power, as military Gover- 
nor and Commander in Chief, and perhaps, what they had reafbn 
to exped from the knowledge they bad of his turn of mind and 
temper. 

And now being called upon in my own defence, and in that of 
the oflScers, &c. of the army who folbwed my orders, I (hall take 
kave to fay a few words as to the degree of proof offered to the 
perfons who are faid unanimoujly^ and upon oath^ to have given 
their opinions, that I nvas guilty of ivilful »i«r//^r ;— and without 
mincing matters, I will venture to fay, at all rifks, that the annals 
of the Britifh hiflory do not produce an inflance of twelve men» 
afluming the name of Englifhmen, or even Engliih fubjeds, who* 
upon fuch fort of proof, ever gave fuch a cruel, irrationaU 
inequitable fentence, falfely called a verdid. In faying fo, I fhall, 
to.fupport my opinion^ chiefly adduce the aflertions ufed in what 
is called the informations of certain perfons^ moilly the reputed friends 
of Lord Pigot, faid to have been examined upon oath by this meet« 
ing of thefe twelve men. 

And here, left I Ihould forget, I beg your attention to the ftyle of 
the informations,' which to me feem to be as anfwers to certain 
queftions leading to prove and eftablifh a favourite fyftem, adopted 
by that meeting, in order, by all artful means, to fix intentional 
guilt in the condufl: of thofe who took an adlive part in the change 
of government the 23d and 24th of Auguft 1776. Th^ plan and 
fyftem feems as if meant to prove, that the mode of arrefting Lord 
Pigot, the detaining him in arreft, the attempt to carry him to 
Chingleput (which is reprefented as if meant for GingeeJ^ and above 
all, the projeft of fending him to England by the Lionefs, made 
foch an impreffion on Lord Pigot's mind, that it brought on the 
difeafc of the liver, the bilious putrid fever, of which he recovered, 
and alfo, that increafed liver complaint and bilious fever, whith 
dficerwards attacked, ^md in the end carried him off. 
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This I fay fecms to be the fyftem of the meeting called the Tn- 
queft, and you will find all their fett queftions were of the leading 
kind, to eflablilh it. 

I {hall, as (hortly as poffible, analyfe fome of the principal informa- 
tions, in thefe parts which are applicable to any idea or connedion 
betwixt Lord Pigot*s fituation, while under reftraint at the Mount, 
and any outward appearance, which, in my opinion, can give autho- 
rity or fandion for an honeft impartial judge by the laws of his 
country, by common fenfe, or common confcience» to declare to his 
certain knowledge and conviction, that I, or the Gentlemen whofe 
names are by them dragged into public view, are guilty of the moft 
horrid of all crimes, the wilful murder of Lord Pigot. 

I premife in this place, that, in my humble opinion, this is the 
firft inftance where the vague uncertain reafonings of fhort-fighted 
mortals, as to the e(Fe£t of the mind upon the body, the time, 
manner, and force of ideas operating upon matter, was ever brought 
by Engliflimen, or any other men, to eftablifti fads of fuch gravity 
or importance ; for what can be more abfurd, nay impious, than ia 
fuch cafes, to reafon and draw confequences from the uncertain ideas 
of the operations of the human mind upon the body ; or from fuch 
fort of proof, to form a judgment of the malicious intentional guilt 
of a third perfon ? ' 

The laws of our country (according to what I have heard) have 
in fuch cafes left nothing to fentiment, conjedure, or idea. To 
eftablifh the horrid adl of wilful murder j the clear eye, or the un- 
biafTed judgment mud follow the hand of the murderer, . and his 
malicious views and defigns, without a halt or doubt, to the very 
minute of executing the fatal deed. 

I never looked into a law-book in my life, fo far as I remember, 
neither have 1 confulted, or been aflifled by any lawyer, or any 
perfon whatever, . on this occafion ; but common fenfe defines 
murder thus in my opinion, and fo^far as I know of the manner of 
trying this queftion by the laws of England, it feems to admit of 
this conftrudtion, becaufe of the unanimity necefTary to decide as 
to the real criminality of a perfon accufed ; this admitted, let us now 
fee on what evidence thefe twelve perfons aCcufe me and others of 
wilful murder. 

In 
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In this place, I think it proper to inform yoU, that I was abfent 
from the Prefidency on the public fervice, during the whole period 
of Lord Pigot*s illnefs, and at the time of his death. His Lordftiip 
was known to have Aeen in perfcd: health the nth of February, 
when I left the Prefidency, he died on the nth of May, I did not 
return until the end of June. 

To begin with what is mentioned in the Diary of the fuppofed 
inquefly figned a true copy by William Sedgeley, Clerk of the 
Peace- It is remarkable, that when the perfons who were called 
together by the fuppofed Coroner, and in the Diary are ftyled the 
jurors, had been fworn ov^r the dead body of Lord Pigot, the two 
principal Surgeons of the fettlement, Meflrs. Pajley zxiii Anderfon^ 
are afked. Whether, from a further infpedion of the body, and 
particularly from opening it, they can with greater certainty trace 
the caufe of his death. Mr. Pafley pointedly replied : ** That a 
** difcqfe was the immediate caufe of Lord Pigot^s death ; that he ap- 
** prehends, the jury are defirous of knowing the caufe of that 
*' difeafe ; and that in his opinion, the caufe of the difeafe of which 
" Lord Pigot died, cannot be difcovered by opening the body." 
Mr. Anderfon replied to the fame purpofe, and told them, ** That 
** he h*d brought the proper inftruments, if it was thought ne- 
** ceffary to open the body.'* Upon which the (fuppofed) jury, 
confidering, *^ That if the Surgeons cannot acquire any further 
** knowledge of the caufe of the difeafe, of which Lord Pigot 
** died, by opening the body; they think it unneceflary that the 
** body (hould be opened ;'* and the body was accordingly buried 
the fame evening. 

The clear inference which I draw from this firft and leading part 
of the proceedings of the fuppofed Inqueft, is, That there were no 
marks of violence or poifon^ after the moft careful view of the body 
of the late Lord Pigot ; on the contrary, there was the opinion of 
two men able in their profeflTions, and of undoubted good cha- 
rader, that Lord Pigot died in confequence of J'^^, and therefore 
I fay a natural death. 

And here, according to my idea of impartial juftice, a flop fliould 
have been put to any future criminal profecution^ whether by in- 
queft, or otherwife; for as the fuppofed Jury were fatisfied of the 
truth of Meflrs. Pafley and Anderfon's declarations, all their future 
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Inquiries could only tend to metaphyfical queftions, or to hear the 
guefles of individuals regarding the manner, time, and force, of 
the paflions operating upon the mind and body ; and I believe their 
meeting afterwards, and continuing by adjournment to meet, at the 
houfe of George Smith, who is called the Foreman, under the 
affumed form of Jury or Inqueft, is the firft inftance where the 
venerable name of Englifli law was made ufe of for fuch purpofes. 

The fai£t then is admitted, that Lord Pigot died of difeafe^ and 
that no unnatural (igns or marks of violence appeared upon his 
body* 

I obferve al(b in this Diary, that at one remarkable period, upon 
Monday the 30th of June, on colleding the voices of the twelve per- 
fons who are faid to compofe the fuppofed Jury, fix of them were 
of opinion, that the offence incurred by the death of Lord Pigot 
can be confidered as no lefs than murder^ and fix deemed it as 
amounting to man/laughter only. On which, it fays, the Coroner 
obferves, that the voices being equal it mufl he reconftdered\ if this 
is law, I know not ; but I am fure, in my opinion, it is nspugnant 
to any idea of juftice and mercy, becaufe the difference af judg- 
ments admits of the greatefl: doubts of the real criminality. 

The Diary is filent as to the arguments ufed by the Coroner or 
othersi to bring over the fix men, whofe manflaughtering mercy, 
I (hould for my own part, give them no merit for, becaufe equally 
as abfurd as the others dire<f3i unjuft cruelty. 1 only find that they 
too gave way, for I fee twelve have figned their names to this 
cruel opinion, which, fo far as in their power, conflitutes me a 
murderer. 

I believe fuch grounds for judgment, and fuch fport with any 
man's life, was never before exhibited ; for in faft, in the way this 
Inqueft have now determined, it had been a better chance for me, if 
the Coroner had put my fate in his hat, on two flips of paper, life ox 
deaths and that another^ not the Coroner himfelf, had drawn my 
fate, according to the pradlice of the India-Houfe in cafes where 
there is an equality* 

This Inqueft, as lam credibly informed, went to England by the 
Hedor in July, fo far at leaft as regiarded the proceedings then 
tak^n, and before the final verdid; and I am undoubtedly informed, 
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tbat the whole of the proceedings, together with the verdi^s were 
tranfmitted to England by the Swallow, the sift of September^ 
The purpofes there meant to be ferved (before I and others had an 
an opportunity of giving a defejnce) may wkhout difficulty be 
^uefled at. 

A compafifon of dates is often of great nfe to put fadis in ar 
proper point of view, and I beg your attention to the following: 
extract of the faid Diary* 

nth of May. Lord Pigot's body infpefted, and no marks to ra- 
dicate unnatural death. He is buried ;-— the fuppofed Inqueft ad?» 
journ to George. Smith's houfe. 

They continue to do bufinefs in tbcir own ^tvay^ adjourning^ 
from time to time. 

3Cth of June. This fuppofed Jury divide, fix of them pronounce- 
the offence in law to be murder^ and fix fay it is only manJlaugbttVy 
on which the Coroner defires to have it reconfidered. 

N. B. Mr. DalrympTe's firft accounts, fo favourable to the- 
friends of Lord Pigot^ are received at Madras the 3d of July,— rit/jt 
mte is not marked in the Diary. 

30th of July. The fuppofed Jury find their verdift. Murder. 
^th or 8th of Auguft, The fuppofed verdi£t figned. 

I find moreover in the fame Diary, that on the 5th September, 
the minutes of the fuppofed Jury are again read in the houfe of 
George Smith the fuppofed Foreman ; at which time two of the 
fuppofed Jurors, Meffrs. De Fries and Ewing, deliver in letters,, 
declaring their reafons'for figning the verdidl, contrary to their 
frivate opinion. This figning indeed is moft extraordinary in them, 
and I (hould be glad to be informed, what arguments had been ufed 
by the Coroner, or by any other perfon prefent, to induce them to 
put their names to fuch a verdiftj for I find on the 24th 'September 
this fuppofed Coroner held thefe Gentlemen to their fubfcriptions, 
and wrote to them, that he had thought it improper to comply with 
their requeft, which was only to enter their letters upon the minutes 
of the proceedings of the fuppofed Inqueft. 

^ * Thufr 
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Thus £ir I have remarked upon thi» fttppofed m^ueily whieh after 
admitting, that there was no outwavd appearance of vtolence^ or 
marks to caufe fufpicion, on the bodj of the iate Lord P%ot, and 
having the pofitive declaration of Meflrs. Pafley and Anderfon, that 
he died of dijeqfe^ yet, neverthelefe, they the fuppofed Coroner and 
Jury did afterwards meet at the hdufe of George Smith, and conCi^- 
mied to meet as a fuppofed Court of Inqueft, from the i ith of May 
to the 7th or 8th of Auguft, or even the a4th of September follow- 
ing, the fpace of three months, chiefly to aik pointed queflions> 
and opinions concerning the caufe or caufea of the difeafe of which 
the late Lord Pigot died ; which to the Europeans of this fettlement 
18 univerlally krtown to be the lot of almoft every one (mine it has 
been fcverely) refideni here, at fome one period of his life; for the 
difcafe that afFeQed Lord Pigot in the firft ftagc (of which he reco- 
vered to all appearance), and alfo after the relapfe, and of which he 
died, ivas a putrid biliom fever ^ originating in a difordered liver. 

Now let us colleftfrora the declarations of thefbltowing perfons, 
many of whom the intimate friends of Lord Pigot, what degree of 
certainty, even in their ideal proof, is eftablifhed by this metaphyfi- 
cal Court of Inqueft. 

Meflrs. Pajley and Anderfon, on reviewing the body in prefence 
of the Twelve, declare, Lerd Pigot died of difeafe, as has been al- 
ready noticed, and nothing unnatural therefore appeared upon tho 
body. 

Mr. RuffelU vrho fays that from the time of Lord Pigot's laft 
arrival in India, he was hardly one day abfent from him (excepting 
when Lord Pigot was at Tanjore), declares. That ' during Lord 
Pigot's confinement his health appeared to be very good, until the 
fifth or fixth day (f March^ though his Lordftiip's friends thought 
the difeafe which the Surgeons reprefented to be bilious, might have 
been lurking in his body for fome time. Suppofe this time to be 
eight or ten days, becaufe Mr. Ruflfell mentions a6lually that time ; 
this, at the utmoft, brings the firft notion of the lurking Jtage to the 
laft week of February. He adds. That Lord Pigot grew better to- 
wards the end of March, and that be relapfed in the begiomog of 
April. 

Here then by Mr. Rufleirs declaration (who (aw him dsrily) is the 
vifible beginning of Lord Pigot's bilious diforder, brought to the 
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fifth or/ixtb of March ^ and by conjciaurcs of his fnenclsthe inv^blr 
beginning, to the laft week of February.— Lord Pigot gets to aU 
appearance well, and afterwards relapfes.. 

Mr. Monckton, fon-in-law to Lord Pigot, declares^ That during 
the firft part of Lord Pigot's confinement, he was in very good 
health, and that his illnefs was firft apparent about the fourth or 
fifth of March ; that Lord Pigot towards the end of March got bet- 
ter a good deal ; early in April he was again taken ill, and contir 
nued growing worfe,. &c. 

* 

Now let us fee what Mr. Stone fays : Mr. Stone went to refide at 
the Mount, the beginning of Odober. This perfon fays, That Lord 
Pigot appeared to enjoy a good ftate of health, until the latter end 
of December, or beginning of January ; he (Stone) had already faidi 
That his Lordfliip's fpirits from that time appeared not fo good as 
before, and that he feemed full of anxiety. Mr. Stone adds. That 
Lord Pigot was taken ill fome time betweeA the firft and. eighth, of 
March. 

N. B. When any perfon gives his opinion, as Ts the prefent cafe 
upon oath, I wifli to attribute all difference of expreflion to^ 
ihortnefs of memory, or miftaken judgment of appearances^ 

Here is then a difTerence of two months as to the beginning of 
Lord Pigot's difeafe, in the opinton of Mr. RuffelU who never quit- 
ted him a day, and alfo of Mr. Moncktoriy from that given by Mr^ 
Stone. But Mr. Stone had formed to himfelf a. fyftemj and he 
judged for Lord Pigot differently from his bofom friends, Mr.. 
Rujfell and Mr. Monckton^ and I believe from Lord Pigot himfelf,. 
and every other perfon who then lived at the Mount.. 

Mr. Stone labours to prove, That Lord Pigot's health was direSIy: 
affeSed by the letter of the late Government to Bengal, and the re- 
ports about fending him home by the Lionefs. Now^ unluckily for 
this hypothefis, the dates are as follows : 

The letter to the Governor-general and Council for an opinion 
concerning the removal of Lord Pigot is dated the 19th of Goober. 
The reports current in this fettlement were about 20th or 21 ft Odo- 
ber. The note of Mr. Stratton, which really did remove thcfe ap- 
prehenfions, was dated 7th January; the official notice the 20th 
lanuary* 

Tht 
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The inference I wifli to draw from thefe two accounts is, that if 
we fee men in habits of intimacy with Lord Pigot, diflFer in opinion 
fo widely evtfn in the 'uifible outward appearances of his illnefs, how 
much more reafon have we to diftrull the opinion of people who 
reafon upon immaterial invijible fubjedls. 

In (hort, I believe every perfon who was examined, except Mr.. 
Stonej agree in their accounts, that to all outward appearances Lord 
Pigot enjoyed an uninterrupted ftate of good health until about the* 
beginning of March, and it feems from the examinations to be ge- 
nerally agreed, that Lord Pigot did unneceffarily expofe himfelf tO' 
the fun by working in the garden, appearing without his hat; and 
p/^rhaps his Lordfhip injured his health by abftaining from the ufual> 
exercife in the chaife ; but this laft fort of exercife, or any other he 
thought proper, was in his power at all times to hav^ had if he: 
fo chofe. 

I fay, therefore, that in what concerns Lord' Pigot's illnefs, both: 
firft and fecond, nothing appeared but what may be afcribed to na- 
tural caufes ; I mean fuch as are incident to every perfon in this fet* 
dement, whether under reftraint or not ; for I believe there is no^ 
law to juftify in fimilar cafes any cohjedure or opinion in regard to 
the impreffions of Lord Pigot's mind upon his body, fo as to infer 
intentional guilt on the part of thofe who, for reafons of ftate, put: 
fome degree of reftraint upon him, to prevent his entering this for- 
trefs, which might have been of real bad confequences to himfelf, as^ 
well as to his friends, and alfo to the public; and if any expreflions^ 
of perfons on examination denote a degree of certainty, that this 
reftraint did contribute to his illnefs, the utmoft that can be inferred' 
from it is, that it is matter of their private opinion, but no legal 
evidence or fuflftcient proof. 

I fee by the Diary, that the fuppofed Jury had a fixed plan to in- 
ixeftigate thefe operations of the mind, and in confequence examined^ 
feveral perfona. I do not think it at all neceffary to repeat what was* 
only their conjectures -^ hut it well deferv^ notice what Doiior An^^ 
derfon pofitively fwears to, *uiz» 

** That Lord Pigot told him be (Lord. Pigot) could almojl tell the^ 
** day ivhen he became ill-, ht had been nvorking in the garden till late 
^ inthefun^ that he came in very hot (as Mr.. Andcrfon thinks Lordi 
" Pigot faid) to Mr. Monckton^s hou/e and drank fomething (he thinks-* 
f^ he.faid Punch), and was very much over'-beated^ &.c.^^ 



(' 246 ) 

Mr. Anderfon aftcrwatds obferves, ** That as to the imptcffion on 
** the mind of Lord Pigot, occafioned by the attempt to remove htm 
** from the Mount, he thinks in compliment to Lord Pigoi'ft mc* 
^^ mory it could have no confiderable efFe^, hecasife he iindcrjiood 
^* that Lord Pigot enjoyed a great degree of health for fame time after 
** that attempt ^^ — And as to how long my Lord Pigot's difeafe 
might have been dormant in his conftitution, before the wfthJe eflfedl 
cf it appeared, Mr. Anderfon thinks ** that Lord Pigot had no local 
** difeafe in the parts nvhich ivere afterwards affe^ed^ till the time 
" that he ivas o'uerheated as before mentioned^ Mr. Anderfcn fur- 
ther obferves, " That thefeafon of the year during Lord P^gofs ill'- 
** nefs was the hottef feafon of the year ^ and that Farenheifs TBer^ 
" mometir was at 95^ 96, and 97 degrees every day at that time in 
^' thefoade.'^ 

I fay that this information of Mr. Anderfon, which conveys the 
very ideas of Lord Pigot himfelf, with regard to the immediate 
taufe of his illnefs (whether the firft or fecond attack is immaterial)^ 
of itfelf outweighs volumes of other people's conjedures; befidea 
that it conveys other eflential circumftances, amounting to the 
greateft degree of certainty, that Lord Pigot's illnefe arofe from or- 
dinary and natural caufes, peculiarly incident to the human body in 
this climate ; — and with this clear evidence I fhall clofe what I have 
to fay on the fuppofed Jury or their Diary. 

I am really at a lofs to know, what are the real true motives of 
the perfons who call themfelves Lord Pigot's friends, in endeavour- 
ing to perfecute me and others, even to death, upon fuch fort of 
proof; furely they pay but a poor compliment to his memory, to 
fuppofe that he was overborne by the circumftance of his fituation, 
to fuch a degree afFeding his fpirits, and his health, as to occafion 
his death: 1 ever had, and ftill have a much' better opinion of Lord 
Pigot's fpirit and fortitude di mind, which I believe be pofTefied in 
a very eminent degree^ and there is nothing in- fair proof appears 
to the contrary. 

I have already faid enough as to the uncertainty and fallacy of 
human reafon, in judging concerning any other perfon's thoughts 
and feelings; I muft here add, that were we to admit in Lord 
Pigot's cafe, that the agitation of his nyind, on account of the poli- 
tical differences in the fettlement, did contribute to the illnefs of 
which he died, it will be found, that bis own fuppofed friends, as 
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of guilt in this refped, in common with the late Government; .the 
firfi, ki teizing him with alarms, and fuppofed plots, and hearfay 
Tories; the other, in .giving their opinion according to what they 
thought was their duty ; for we obferve in Mr. Haliburton's in- 
formation, that when he brought from Mr. Stone or Mr. Ruflell^ 
the copy of the Governor-general and Councirs letter about fending 
Lord Pigot home, he ifjord Pigot) read it with feeming agitation ; 
and Mr. Haliburton fays, he remembers perfeflly the ftrong ex- 
f)reflion Lord Pigot made ufe of, Wou/d you not thinks fays he, they 
are treating me as a mad dog. Mr. Haliburton add^* that he perceived 
kis Lordfliip^s fpirits to be depreffed, and a .vifiblq alteration on him 
«£aoe the time of the intention of fending him home was known to 
iaord Pigot ; ^nd yet, as is obferved before, fuch evident change waa 
Bot obfervable to Mr. RuITell, to Mr. Monckton, npr, as it feems, to* 
Lord Pigot himfelf^ before the end of February or the beginning o£ 
March% 

On this occafion, I take leave to fay, that Lord Pigot*s memory ia> 
injured by fuch conjectures or affertions, at Icaft, if I may be fuffered- 
to fpeak of myfelf, in my prefent fituation, I fhould not think that 
by fuch reafoning I was obliged to any perfon, nor ^ould I therefore* 
look upon him as my real friend. 

My cafe is fingular enough; I at prefent find myfelf, contrary to 
«very reafonable hope or expefiatron, or affurance before leaving 
England, fufpended, and even fuperfedcd, in the Company's fervice, 
fey orders of fuperiors at home, without a fault alleged \ unjuftly 
charged at the fame time with the mod atrocious crime poiTibley 
and fubjeiS: to the courfe of law in the fettlement, where 1 had the-^ 
ixonour to command the army, and where I am bold to fay, 1 had^ 
confcientioufly done my duty, in every refpedl, with the greateft de« 
gree of felftdenial ; I fay, were I in thefe evident prefent fufferings, 
:to allow my imagination to increafe them by adding or anticipating: 
other ; misfortunes, or if I were voluntarily to deny myfelf the pro- 
per or ufual food, exercife, and amufement, the natural confequence, 
in all human probability, would be a fecond fit of illnefs, perhaps 
fatal; and if fo, I afk% Would my honourable employers think it 
juft to be accufed of mutder^ becaufe they were pleafed to order me- 
to be fufpended or fuperfeded for reafons beft known to themfelves j^ 
No; I believe that no jury in England would be found to give fuch- 
a verdiA J for my own part,, 1 here declare, that fuch fort of re-- 
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^engc or recrimination would be a cenfure on my memory, fori 
ihall endeavour to fhew myfelf fuperior to fuch accidents, and if I die 
at this time, I truft my friends will fo far refped my memory, as 
never to fuppofe, that I fuccumbed under the preffure of fuch mis- 
fortunes, or that it was in the power of any man, or body of men, 
to make me fo far forget the part of a man of true fortitude. 

I have thus, at more length perhaps than was neceffary for my 
own defence, as a foldier adting under orders, or for the defence of 
Lieutenant-colonel Home, Captains Lyfaght and Edingtoun, and 
others who adied by my orders, entered into the merits of the 
charge before you, but I hope the public motiyes will ferve as an 
apology, becaufe although I am only refponfible for the execution 
of the orders given me the 23d of Auguft 1776, yet, aftei: the fulled 
information from the Gentlemen of the late Government, I took 
my part, and I«didit from the cleared: conviction of the oecellity of 
the meafure at that crifis ; and therefore I think myfelf interefted on 
their accounts, as well as my own, to endeavour to carry to your 
minds the fame degree of conviction, which I then felt, and now 
feel in my own mind, as to the neceffity of the times, and as to the 
innocence of the late adminiftration, with refpeCt to any wilful in- 
tentional a£ts affedting Lord Pigot's health or perfonal fafety. 

But in regard to my own defence, agalnft the heavy charge or 
imputation oi wilful murder^ and what refpe£ts the officers or others 
of the army, mentioned in the fuppofed verdiCt, I truft from what 
I have already faid, and from the words and clear meaning of my 
commiffion, from the practice of military feryice in all countries; 
but more particularly, as being held by the facred oath of fidelity to 
the Honourable Company, according to my commiffion, which at 
the time was fubordinate to that of Sir Robert Fletcher, that you, 
■Gentlemen, will fee I was bound to obey the order of him (Sir Ro- 
bert Fletcher) my fuperiot at the time, according to the rules and 
difcipline of war ; he (Sir Robert Fletcher) was of the Council, and 
refponfible, and I faw his name joined with a clear Majority of 
Council, which together I obeyed, not only as a foldier, for the 
reafons already ftated, but as the joint legal reprefentatives of the 
Honourable Eaft India Company, who had a right to command^ my 
obedience, without entering into any explanation, feeing that at the 
time 1 had no claim to a feat or voice in CounciL 

For 



( 249 ) 

For all thefe reafonsi and for others which I do not mention, becaufe 
I truft they muft occur from your own knowledge of the proofs ad- 
dacedi and your equitable conftrudionpf the laws and conflitution 
both of England and of the Eaft India Company, in the govern- 
ment of their concerns within this prcfidency, I pofitively deny 
the truth of the charge or imputation conveyed in the fuppofed 
verdidl, and declare in your prefcnce, before God, and to all the 
world, that I am not, in any fenfe or refpefl:, either by adl, in- 
tention! or thought, guilty of the wilful murder of the late Lord 
Pigot- 

(Signed) ]a\ Stuart. 
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[72>e Court of DireBors in their Letter of the nth •/ 
June ^TJ'Ji hewing ordered the fever al Members of the 
Madras Council to proceed to England, Mr. Stratton and 
Mr. Brooke, a few days after the termination of the pro- 
ceedings before the Juftices, fet out over-land for Anjengo, 
having fometime before ordered a ve£el to meet them ther^ 
and carry them to Suez. 

The other Members of the Council who remained at Ma- 
dras ^or an opportunity of returning by fea^ bad agreed to 
raife a criminal aSiion againfl Mr. ^am, the Hon. Mr. 
Monckton, and others, concerned in holding this Inquefl,- as 
having wilfully and malicioufly confpired to deprive them of 
their lives and good fame, and praying fuch redrefs as the 
enormity of the cafe required, for the public fafety, as well 
as for the vindication of their honour* 

This intended profecution having been made known to the 
Governor and Council at Madras, they, for reafons of go- 
vernment, exprejfed an earnefl defire that it fhouldhe delay- 
edf or a time. 

In compliance with this requefi of the Governor and 
Council it was agreed to wave it until the meeting of the 
garter Sefftons in January lyy^', but when that time came, 
the fame public reafons fHU fubfifling, the Gentlemen who 
were to have carried on this profecution addreffed the foWm-^ 
ing letter to the Governor and Council^ 
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To the Honourable John Whitehill, E/^i Preftdent and Oovemt)iS 
&c. Qmtuil ^f Fort St. George. 

Centlemen, 

TME public records, which we fuppofe are tranfmittedLto the 
Honourable Company, will fhew ini what manner we have been 
illegally and malicioufly treated» by certain perfons within this Set- 
tlement, who promoted and took part in the fuppofed Coroner's 
Inqueft and Verdid, foon after the demife of the late Lord Pigot. So 
far as depended on thofe promoters, or members, of the fuppofed 
Court of Inqueft, our charaders, our fortunes, and our lives, were 
brought in danger. The conduct of that illegal and partial meet- 
ing, held under the borrowed name of Englifti Law, has been, as 
you know,* condemned by the unanimous opinion of the Judges 
at BengaU and by the Court of Seflions here, and of courfe 
afforded us juft grounds for ample fatisfa£tion, if we had had folely 
in view our own private paflions or feelings. 

We thought It our duty fome weeks ago, to reprefent to you, that, 
on public ground, as well as for private redrefs to individuals, who 
had been illegally accufed and confined, we meant to commence a 
criminal profecution againft thofe perfons for a confpiracy. 

Your ftating to us the then fituation of the Settlement, and in 
what degree you fuppofed fuch a profecution might affed its peace 
and welfere, and the intereft of the Eaft India Company, had fuch 
weight with us, that, without hefitation, we refolved to Sacrifice all 
our private feelings of injury, to what you thought would tend to 
the good of the Honourable Company's affairs, by waving all pro- 
fecution until the meeting of the Quarter SefTions, to be held this 
day- 

We now acquaint you, that although we are fully convinced, 
that the laws of our country would afford us ample redrefs for the 
illegal treatment we have met with ; yet, as the fame reafons fubfift 
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at this prcfent hour, which you then urged, m exprefling your wifhes 
that the profecution might be waved, we now take occafion to 
declare, that, we will not, at this time, proceed further, in a bud* 
nefs which might neceflarily draw your attention from the affairs 
of Gk>vernment intruded to you ; and we doubt not, from this re- 
prefentation of our genuine fentiments and of the uniform conduft 
we have obferved ever fince in the Company's orders, have been known 
to us, that they will do us the juftice to believe, that the public good 
has betfn the leading principle of our condud. 

We are. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs^ 

■wt St. George* Your mod obedient and 

Hth January i77«. 

moft bumble iervants> 

(Signed) James Stuart, 

Geo. Mackay, 
Arch. Palmer, 
Charles Floyer.. 
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To Brigadier General ]kUL^ Stuart^ 

George Magkay, T 

Arch. Palmer, and > Efquires* 

Charles Floyer, j 

Gentlemen, 

WE have received your letter of the I4thjnftant, and it is with' 
pleafure we obferve from it, a difpofitfon in you to avoid any 
a£t, that might tend to difturb the happy ftate of tranquility, to which 
this Settlement hath of late been reftored. The welfare of the 
Company's affairs fo indifpenfably requires a continuance of that 
tranquillity, that we cannot but exprefs our fatisfadion at the 
regard you have Ihewn for the Company's intereft, by fupprefling 
all feelings of private injury, and refraining from a profecution, 
which, in its confequences, might prove detrimental to their affairs. 
In this light, we mean to reprefent your conduct in this inftance, as 
well as in that of a few weeks ago, to the Honourable the Court of 
Diredors, and in the mean time, we have been induced to fignifjfr 
thus much to yoU| as a public mark of our approbation^ 

We are, 

« « ^ Gentlemen, 

Fort St* Gcofgf, 

V7th January 1778. Your moft obedient Icrvants, 

(Signed) John Whitehill,: 

Charles Smith^ 
Sam. Johnson^ 
P. Perring. 
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ExtroB of a Letter from the Govermr and Council of 
Madras to the Court of DtreEiors of the Eaft India Com- 
pany^ received by the Houghton in Auguft 1778. 

IT is with pleafure that we now inform your Honors, that fince 
the termination of the above profecution*, your Settlement hath 
gradually returned to its former tranquility and good order ; and is 
at prefent in a much happier ftatc than could reafonably have been 
expedled, confidering the violent animofities with which we found it 
agitated) when we firft took upon us the management of your affairs. 
We have made it our ftudy, in every inftance, to coneiliate the differ- 
ences which had fome time fubfifted betwixt your fervants and others, 
refiding within this Settlement, and have the greateft fatisUdkion in 
affuring you, that our endeavours have met with fuccefs. 

It is a juftice, however, that we particularly owe to the Members of 
the late Government, to obferve to your Honors, that their leading 
example in (hewing the moft implicit fubmiflion to your orders, for 
eftabliihing your new adminiftration, has been of the greateft ufe in 
reftoring that harmony and good underftanding we have juft 
fpoken of. 

But, betides the general tenor of their behaviour as individuals, of 
which we have been eye-witneffes, we beg leave to refer you to the 
letter figned by General Stuart, Meffrs. Mackay, Palmer, and 
Floyer, and to the anfwer which we thought proper to make to thcfe 
Gentlemen, who, for the peace of the Settlement, and with a view 
to the welfare of your affairs, have agreed to wave the agitation of 
queftions at this time, which muft neceffarily have taken our atten- 
tion from the immediate bufinefs of your government. 

• The loqucft. 
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Page r. laft line, for Monckto, read Monckton. 

17. line 219. for L. Gifon, read L. Gipfon. 

25. 12. for Quarter Surs, read Quarter Seers. 

35* 3^- f^^ Subfidar, read Subidar. 

38. 26. y^ confcious, r^a^ cautious. 

39* 22. for Edward Hughes, r^^i^Sir Edward Hughes* , 

56. 22, for Lorn Pigot, read Lord Pigot* 

72. 20. for 'Si bile, read bile 

04. 7. for at Major at Home's, read zt Major Horne's.^ 

8s» 35- y^^ Mr Gifon, r^arf Mr. Gipfon. 

88. 27 'for Major Home, r^^^ Major Home. 
110. 19. fir I have only obferve, read I have only to obferve. 
162. 32. for in an humble legal manner, read in an open and a legal mann 
169. 5. for Sal Rochelle, Nlannacruaij T. & Tamarends, read Sal Rochi 

Manna, Craem. T. & Tamarinds. 
190^ II. for Mr. Edward Trowd^^r^i Mr. Edward Frowd. 
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